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Tl tO THi TITEBAIM 

eadstence, eran though it exhibitf the rock whicli 
•hattered tbeir fortonesy and tbe wreck in wbich tbejr 
bad nearly perisbed* 

linth respect to mys elf, I acknowledge tbat my 
attention is directed bjr an irrésistible impulse towards 
tbat disastrotts epoch both of our public and private 
nisfortnnes* A melancboly pleasnre steals over my 
mind wbile memory présents tbe painful traces left 
on it by so long a suocesiion of borrors. It would 
seem ' .. if tbe soal felt gratified In tbe contemplation 
of its deep and nmneroos scars» as if it took a real 
pride in tbe oUbition of tbem ; as if tbey constituted 
a propertyt by tbe possession of wbicb it migbt Justly 
feel elated; or ratber, perbaps, next to tbe ardent 
désire it feeb of knowledge, tbe most ardent is its 
visb and want to comnmnicate the sensations wbicb 
itself expériences. To feel strongly, and to impart 
its feelings, seems always désirable, and, iudeêd, al* 
MDst indispensable to it. 

Bot, wbatever be tbe nature of tbe feeling by 
irbicb I am in tbe présent instance actuated, I sball* 
in wbat follows, reoount ail tbe varions sensaticma 
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OV THV OltÀMD ARMT. tU 

wUcli I experienced in the course of that dretdfii 
war. I filiall eagerly dévote my leisure to the task of. 
coUecting xny seattered and confiised recollectione» 
and exhibiting them with correctness and order ; If 
likewiset my fellow-warriors, call npon you for yourf< 
Sttffer not recollections so animating and gloriouff 
purcbased at so high a price as ouriy and which aset 
in truthi in our casCf the only good 'wbich the paaft 
can confer on the future, to periih firom your nindi^ 
Single against such hosta of enemieSf you fell with 
greater glory than they rose. Leam, thent to Whoiat 
quered without any feeling of shame.* lift up those 
manly faces which bear on them the marks of ail the 
artillery of Europe I Fis not on the ground thoee 
eyes which hâve beheld so many subject capitale— so 
many vanquished monarchs. Fortune» unquestfen* 
ably, owed you a retreat more triumphant; but il 
dépends upon yourselves to make a noble use of le 
even as it is. Dictate to history your recollections ; 
the silence and solitude of misfortune are favourable to 
her labours ; and, finally, let truth, which nerer ftila 
to présent itself in the long nights of adversity, illu* 
mbe every page of your yaluable and interesting 
IttCttbrations. 



niB, TO Tua TlTERAlft. 

V!Mi regard ta myielly I fàall exerdta the prtrî» 
kget often pAinfiili but often gnûtyiog and glorioaa» 
of reiatisg wbal I kav» MMfe I riiall retrace it wkli 
a care and tolicitude wliieh inay perbapa be deemed 
too sompaloBi, ertA in itt minittest detatla. Ify opi* 
id<m« bowerer, kf tbat notbing ougbt to be con- 
•tdered minittef oonnectod widi tbat procBgiona geniii# 
and tbeae gigantie ficti, bat^ fer wbieb we sbonld bave 
remained ignonmiF of tbeextent to wbidi migbt be 
4iarrled tbe iliieiigAf the^ giRT^ and tbe* udfferiunea 
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HISTORY 

or 
NAPOLEON'S EXPEDITION TO RUSSIA, 

IN THE YEAR 1819. 



BOOK I. 

CHAPTER I. 

FROM the year 1807, the distance between the' 
hine and the Niémen might be conaidered as no 
longer existing ; thèse two important rivers might be 
regarded as rivais. By his concessions at Tilsit, at 
the expense of Prussiai Sweden, and Turlcey, Napo- 
léon had only conciliated Alexander. The treaty of 
Tilsit was the resuit of the defeat of Russia, and the 
date of her submîssion to the continental syatem. It 
was considered in Russia, by some, as reflecting on t>.e 
national honour, and by ail as hostile to the national 
interest. 

By the continental System, Napoléon had declared 
mortal war against the Ênglish ; and he connected with 
that System, the honour and political existence both of 
himself and France. It shut out from the Continent 
every species of merchandise that was English, or that 
had paid to England any kind of duty. It could suc- 
ceed only in conséquence of unanimous consent, which 
could reasonably be hoped for only under one uni ver 
sal continental domination* 
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2 UISTORT OV KÀPOX1BOK8 

France, moreover, had alienated nationi by her 
conqueftSy and khigs by her révolution and her new 
dynasty. It was no longer in her power to hâve 
either friends or rivais ; she coald merely hâve «ab- 
jects ; for friends would hâve proved false, and rivais 
implacable: it became necessary, therefore, that ail 
should be subjected to France, or France to ail. 

Such were the causes which led its political chief, 
urged on by the position in which he found himself, 
and by the daring enterprise of his character, to 
form the œighty project of constituting himself sole 
master of Europe, by crushing Russia under his feet, 
and wresting Poland from her grasp. This vast de- 
sign, which it was impossible to keep long confined 
within his own bosom, was already becoming ap- 
parent on every side. The immense préparations 
indispensably necessary for so distant an enterprise* 
the accumulations of provisions and ammunition, the 
clashings of arms, the heavy lumbering of carnages, the 
marchings of immense bodies of soldiers, the uni- 
versal agitation, the majestic and formidable advance 
of ail the forces of the west against the east, now 
distinctly proclaimed to Europe that its two colossal 
powers were about to meet in deadly conflict. 

But, in order to reach Russia, it was necessary to 
pass through Austria, to traverse Prussia, and to 
march between Sweden and Turkey. An offensive 
alliance with thèse four powers became, therefore, 
indispensable. Austrîa was in subjection to the as- 
cendency of Napoleon's mind^ and Prussia to that of 
his arms : in both cases he hkd only to disclose his 
enterprise. Austria engaged in it with readiness 
and alacrity ; and Prussia he gently and easily urged 
into it. ! 

Austria did not, however, join in this enterprise 
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XXPBDITIOK TO RUâSlA. 3 

blindly and ra«hly« Placed between tbe Ck>iossus of 
the north and that of the west, sbe was pleased with 
their mutual hostilities ; she boped that they would 
each weaken the other, and that her own strength 
iKWuld increase through their exhaustion. . On the 
14th of March, 18It» she promised to France thirty 
thottsand men; but she fumished them with secret 
pradential instructions. She obtained a vague pro^ 
mise of aggrandisement in indemnity for her neoeii« 
sary expenses, and a guarantee of her possession of 
Gallioia. She admitted, however, the possibility of 
her cession of a part of that proyince to the kingdom 
of Poland, in which case she was to be indemnified by 
the lUyrian provinces \ this we leam from the sixth 
article of the secret treaty. 

The success of the war, therefore, could not be frus» 
trated by the refusai of Gallicia, or by any cautionary 
policy exercised In déférence to Austrian jealousies and i,î 

fears about that possession ; and Napoléon, when he } 

entered Wilna, instead of deceiving the hopes of Po- 
land, exciting its astonishment, and extinguishing its 
enthusiasm, by vague expressions, might, it appearn, 
hâve openly proclaimed the libération pf the whole 
oountry. 

This was one of those important, those salient i 

points, which in ail afFairs of policy as well as war 
are of deci&ive moment ; upon which every thing de- 
pendsr and which must be adhered to with inflexible 
obstinacy.^^ But, whether Napoléon depended ton 
strongly oii|^e ascendency of his genius, the strength 
of his army, and the weakn'ess of Alexander ; whether 
contemplating what he left behind him, he considered { 

80 distant a war too dangerous to be conducted slowly 
andmethodically; or whether, according to his own < 

intimation, it may be ascribed to his doubt respecting 
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4 HItTOBY OF MJkPOLEOV't 

the tuccesf of liis enterpriie, lie neglectedf or as yet 
he»itated, to proclaim the libération which he camn to 
beitow. 

He had, notwithstanding, fent an ambattador to 
the diet.' When thie contradiction was pointed o«t 
to him, he replied, ^ that that nomination wai a war- 
like act, which only bound him for the war, wbilo hia 
exprenions would bind him both for war aod peace/' 
Accordinglf, he replied to the biirit of lithoanian en«« 
thuaiasm, in language eyaaiye and equivocal, whiie he 
incetsantly renewed hi» attacha on Alexandert during 
the whole of hiii march to Motcow. 

He neglected eyen to dear the southem provinces 
of Poland of the weak hostile armiet which controUed 
their patrioti^m, and thub securing himeelf» by judi- 
ciously organizing their ineurrectîon, a solid bafis 
of opération. Habitnated to making short cnts, to 
the use of lightning and the thunderbolt^ he deter* 
mined to imitate himseifi notwithstanding the differ« 
ence of places and circumstances : for such is the 
weakness of man that he always proceeds by imiter 
tion, either of others or of himself, which last is in 
reality nothing more or less than proceeding by habit; 
and thus, we frequently perceive great and extraordi- 
nary men meeting their ruin on the very side wbere 
they might naturally be deemed least vulnérable I 

Napoléon, in the instance before aS| referred him- 
self to the décision of battle. He had prepared an 
army of six hundred and ûfty thousand men ; and in 
doing thiSf he thought he had done enough for vie* 
tory, He expected everything from that* Instead of 
sacrificing everything to obtain that victory, it was by 
it that he resolved to obtain everything else ; he con- 
sidered it as his means, while it ought to hâve been his 
end. It had already become of too much importance 
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and moment to him. But he intrusted to it 8o mucli 
of the future, he loaded it with so heayy a responsN 
bility, as to render it absolutely urgent and indispen* 
sable. Hence hii précipitation to attain it, in ordet 
to extricate himself from a position so critical. 

Let no one, however, rashly décide on the conduct 
of a genius so great and universal; we shall soon 
hear his own observations and statements ; we shall 
see how he was urged on by his necessities, and that, 
OTen admitting that there was a rashness in the ra- 
pîdîty of his expédition, yet success would in ail pro* 
bability hâve crowned it, if, instead of experiencing 
an early décline of health and constitution, the bodily 
frame of that extraordinary man had retained the 
vigour which was still preserred by his mind. 



CHAPTER IL 

With respect to Prussia, then under the complète 
power of Napoléon, we cannot ascertain whether it 
was his hésitation in what way finally to dispose of 
her, or at what point of time he should begin the 
Russian war, that led him to refuse in 1811 the alli- 
ance which she offered him, and the terms of which 
he dictated himself in 1818. 

His aversion tcwards Frederick William was re» 
markable. Napoléon had been often heard to re% 
proach the Prussian cabinet, for its treaties with the 
French Republic. He pronounced such eondact, *^ an 
abandonment of the cause of kings." According to 
him *< the negotiations of the court of Berlin with the 
French directory, disclosçd a policy, timid, interested, 
aàd disgraceful, and which sacrificed its dignity, and 
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the gênerai cause of thrones, for the sake of petty 
acquisitions/' Whenev^r he traced on the maps tbe 
frontiers of Frussia, he appeared irritated at seeing 
ihem stiil so extensive, and would exclainif ** Is it 
possible that I can hâve left that man uo much ter* 
ritory!" 

This great dislike to a mild and pacifie prince was 
astonishing. As nothing relatlng to Napoléon is un*' 
worthy of history, it is incumbent upon us to inquire 
into the causes of it. Some trace back its origin to 
Louis XVIIIth's refusai of certain arrangements 
proposed to him by the first consul, through the me* 
diation of the King of Prussia. They think that Na- 
poléon imputed the ineffectiveness of the médiation to 
the mçdiator himself. Others ascribe it to his hmijig 
compelled by Frederick, as protector of the north of 
Germany, to deliver up the English agent Rumbold, 
whom he had seized at Hamburgh ; up to that period 
Frederick and Napoléon had kept up a private corre- 
spondence, in which they communicated to each other, 
with the most friendly confidence, both their feelings 
and their policy. That event, it is said, put a sud- 
den termination to it. 

It was in vain, however, that in the beginning of 
iSOSt Russia, Austria, and England, endeavoured to 
induce Frederick to join in their third coalition 
against France. The court of Berlin, the princes, the 
queen, Hardenberg, and the whole military youths of 
Prussia, eager to exhibit the glory which had been 
bequeathed to them by the great Frederick, or to 
efface the ignominy of the campaign of 1792, . cordi- 
ally joined their influence in promoting the cause of 
the three powers : but the pacifie policy of Frederick 
and his xninister Haûgwitz effectuaily opposed them, 
until the violation of the Prussian territory, by tho 
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passage of a Frencli corps near Anspacb, ao exasper 
ated the passions of the nation, that their ery of war 
prevailed. 

Alexander was then in Poland, and was invited to 
Potsdam, whither he immediately |m>ceeded, and oo 
tbe Sd of November, 1805, he engaged Frederick in 
the third coalition. The Prussian aimy instantly 
quitted the Rassian frontiers, and M. Haâgwits pre* 
sented himself at Brunn, to menace Napoléon with 
it. But the battle of Austerlitz imposed silence upon 
him ; and within a fortnigbt from that event, the dex* 
torons ninister had so ably manosavred, as to slgn 
with the conqueror the division of the spoil. 

In the meantime, Napoléon dissembled bis resent* 
ment ; for he had to re«organize his army, to confer 
the Grand-Dttcby of Berg on his brotfaer*in«]aw Ma*' 
rat, and Nenfchfttel on Berthier, to conqner Naples 
for his brother Joseph, tomediatiza Switserland, to 
diÏMolve tbe Oermanic body, and to form the Confe» 
deration of the Rhine : he intended to get himself de- 
clared protector of that Confédération, and aiso to 
change the Republio of HoUand into a kingdom, and 
bestow it on his brother Louis ; on thèse accounts, 
he^ on the 15th of Becember» ceded Hanover to 
PruSsia in exchange for Anspacb, Cleves, and Neuf^ 
châtel. 

At iSrst the acquisition of Hanover was a bak 
highly seductive to Frederick; bat when the time 
eame for signing the instrament, he blnshed and hesi» 
tated. He would only half-accept that province ; he 
wonld only take possession of it in trust. Napoléon 
had no conception oi a policy so timid. ** Will tMs 
prince, then," ssid he, ** neither dare to make peace nor 
war ? Does he preler the English to me ? Is another 
coalition pieparing ? Is my alliance despised t" The 
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reiy supposition filled him with indignation ; and on 
the 8th of March, he, by a new treaty, compelled 
Frederick to déclare war against England, to take 
œmplete potsestion of Hanover, and to receive French 
garrif ons in Wesel and Hameln. 

The King of Pmssia alone submitted ; his court and 
sul>jectt were exasperated. They reproached him 
with suffering himtelf to be conquered without daring 
to fight ; and, glowing with the recoUections of na^ 
tional glory, they considered thernselvei as conmiis- 
sioned to triumph single-handed over the conqueror 
of Europe. In their impatience they insulted Napo- 
leon's minister; they sharpened their arms on the 
threshold of his gâte ; they bitterly reriled Napoléon 
himself. Their queen^ full of grâce and fascination, 
appeared in military uniform; their princes, more 
particularly one of them, whose carriage and features, 
whose lense and intrepidity gare every promise of 
a hero, volunteered to lead them to battle. Ail 
glowed with the ardour and frenzy of chivalry. 

It is stUM that at this crisis Frederick was persuaded 
by certampersons, who were either dupes or traitors, 
that Napoléon was compelled to observe a pacifie Une 
ofconduct; that the warrior did not intend war: to 
which they added the suggestion, that he was perfidi* 
ously attempting to negotiate a peace with England 
at the price of the restoration of Hanover, which of 
course, he designed in that case to take back from 
Prussia. Yielding at last to the gênerai feeling, 
Frederick gave free course to the passions by which 
ail were actuated. His army advanced in menadng 
array against Napoléon ; and within a fortnight he 
possessed neither army nor kingdom ; he fied abnost 
without attendants, and Napoléon dated from Berlin 
his decrees against England. 
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Prnssia being thus humbled and conquered, it wit 
impossible for hitn to abandon the posteaston of her* 
She would hâve placed herself under the protection of 
Russia. Not being able to conciliate her, like Sax* 
ony, by an act of extraordinary genérotity, hia true 
line of policy was to diride her; and yet, whether 
through a feeling of compassion, or the influence of 
the présence of Alexander, he could not bring him* 
Relf to résolve on her dismembermentr Hère was an 
error in policy, such as is generally committed when 
men adopt half-way courses. It was not long befior» 
Napoléon perceived it ; and when he exclaimed, ** Is 
it possible that I can hâve left that man so much terri- 
tory !" in ail probability it was because he could not 
pardon Prussia for having obtained the protection of 
Alexander ; he hated her, knowing that he was hated 
by her. 

In fact, indications of a jealous and impatient 

hatred were visible among the youth of Prussia, whose 

éducation, at once patriotic, libéral, and mystical* 

tended to produce a high degree of excitement. 

Among them originated and grew up a formidable 

power, in opposition to Napoleon's. It consisted of 

ail who had felt disgusted or degraded by his tri« 

nmph ; it exhibited, in fuU array, the whole strength 

of the feeble and oppressed, natural justice, mys- 

tery, fanaticism, and the thirst for vengeance î Not 

finding assistance on earth, it threw itself for support 

on heaven, and its moral force was completely beyond 

control from the material power of Napoléon. Ani- 

xnated by the genuine sectarian spirit, ardent, inde» 

fatigable, and seif-devoted, it scrutinized every more* 

ment, and detected every weakness of its enemy ; in- 

sinuated itself into the most secret recesses ; and, hold* 

ing itself in readiness to seize whatevcr opportunity 
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•hould offer, awaited erentf with that patient and 
phlegmatic character peculiar to the Oermans, which 
wat the cause of ''their defeat, and against which one 
▼ictory wat won in vain. 

Tbis rast combination was designated ^* The Friendt 

,of Virtue *.** Its head, that is, the man who season- 

ably stood forward to give it a cleamesf and unity of 

4< In IfiOSanumberof men of letten at Konig'fbergr^ ffriered 
at the CAlflmiti60 which afflicted their country, imputed them 
to tlie gênerai corruption of manner» ; which^ in the opinion of 
thete philotopherf^ nad extinguii hed patriotif m in the citizena^ 
dtfcipiine in the army» and courage in the pêople. It became, 
therefore, the duty of the reipectable part of the community to 
unité for the purpote of regeneratiog the nation by fumii ning 
ao example of everr generoui facriflce. An association was in 
conséquence formed» under the name of ** Tlie Moral and Sci* 
entiilc Union." The ^ovemment sanctioned it^ merely pro- 
hibiting the introduction of politics. Thts résolution^ how- 
ever> noble as it was, would probably like varions others hâve 
been lost in the océan of German metaphysics^ but that about 
this period prince William, afler being disposiessed of the 
Duchy of Brunswick, had retired to his jrrincipalit^ of Oeila 
inSilesia. Fromthebosom of that retreat' he is saidto hâve 
Doticed the first advances of the " Moral Union" in the Prus* 
sian nation. He became a member of it, and, his heartswell- 
Ing with liatred and vengeance, he formed the idea of another 
Union, to consist of men determined to subvert the Confédéra- 
tion of the RhinOi and expel the French from the soil of Ger- 
many. This union, the object of which was more distinct and 
palpable than that of the flrsC, completely absorbed it ; and 
from thèse united associations was formed that of *' The 
Friends of Virtue/' 

Before the close of May, 1809, its existence had been al- 
seedy signalised by tfarée enterprises under Katt, Domberg, 
and SchilL That of Duke William began on the 14th of May. 
The Austrians at flrst countenanced it. After experiencing a 
variety of fortune, this ehief, abandoned to himself in the 
midst of subjected Europe, and with only two thoiisand men 
under him to oppose to the whole power of Napoléon, neither 
•ubmitted nor despaired^ he threw himself into Saxonyand 
Hanover; but, ilnding himielf unable to rouse them to co- 
opération, he eventually eut himself a passage through many 
eorps of French military, and, arriving on the coast at Elsfleth, 
•foaped from the Continent on board a ship from England^ 
which had been there stationed to convey him, with his batred 
and his glory^ to that couotry. 
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pnrpose, yna Stein. Napoléon might possibly hmrn 
oonciliated him; but he preferred puniihing hinii 
His plan was discorered by one of thote chances to 
whichthe police are indebted for bo manyof their 
miracles ; but when those engaged in conspiracy are 
united in interests» passions, and even consciencesi 
the due can, scarcely ever be discovered; every on« 
understands without any communication ; or rather 
ail is communication ; there is a gênerai and slmul- 
taneous sympathy. 

This flame spread from one district and territory 
to another with rapidity; it attacked Napoleon'e * 
power in the opinion of ail Oermany, extended itself ' 
as far as Italy, and threatened its yery exintence. 
It had been already seen that, in case-of a reverse of 
circumstances, men would not be waiiting eagerly to 
ayail themselves of it. In 1800, even before the dis* 
aster of Esslingen, the first to raise against Napoléon 
the standard of independence were Prussians. He 
had sentenced them to the galleys : of such import- 
ance did he deem it to suppress a cry of revolt an« 
swering to that already raised among the Spa« 
niards. 

In short, independently of thèse varions causes of 
hatred, the situation of Prussia, between France and 
Russia, compelled Napoléon to continue master of it ; 
he could reign in it only by force ; he could be strong 
in it only by enfeebling it. 

He ruined that country, although he well knew 
that poverty inspires audacity ; that the hôpe of gain* 
îng something is the sole goveming principle of men 
who hâve no longer auy thing to lose ; and that to 
leave them nothing but iron was actually urging 
them to hâve hostile recourse to it. Âccordingly, 
\vhenthe year 1818 approached, fraught with tha4» 
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dreadful conflict wfaicli bai to vaetaorMy distin- 
guished it, Frederick, rettleti and haratsed by his 
long fubjectîoiK vai detirotts of extricating bimself 
fromit, by alUaaee or war. InMarcb 1811 beoffered 
bimself to Napoléon ai an auxiliary in tbe expédition 
bc m» tben preparing. In tbe montb of May, and 
more particularly in tbe following August, be re« 
newed bis proposition ; and, as it remained witbout 
any satîs&ctôry reply, be declared tbat tbe grand 
œilitary movements wbicb surrounded, traversed, or 
exbausted Pmssia, excited bis approbensions tbat ber 
total destmction vas contemplated. ** I baye taken 
up arma iherefore" said be, ** since circumstances im- 
fosed uponme tbe necessity of to doing, and since it 
is better for a man to die witb tbe sword in bis 
grasp,. tban ignominiously to yield witbout résist- 
ance/' 

It bas been asserted, tbat^ at tbis very time, Ere* 
derick secretly o£fered Alexaader, Graudentz, bis 
magazines, and bimself at tbe bead of ail bis insur- 
gent sttbjects, tf tbe Russian army would advance 
into Silesia. If we may believe tbe same autborities, 
tbe proposition was not displeasing to Alexanden He 
inmiediately despatcbed to Bagration and Witgenstein 
Maled orders of marcb, wbicb tbose gênerais were to 
openonly onreceiving aaotber letter from tbeir emperor. 
lliat letter be never wrote ; be cbanged bis détermi- 
nation; wbetber from bis fearing tobe tbe beginner 
in a war so great and tremendous, and a wisb to 
secure on bis own aide tbe ^stice of beaven, and 
tbe approbation of men, by not being tbe aggressor ; 
wbetber, petbaps, Frederick, become less anxious 
and uneasy respecting tbe projects of Napoléon, bad 
resolved to follow bis fortunes ; or wbetber Alexander 
was truly influenced by tbose gênerons motives and 
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tentimentfl yAMk h« expressed m aiurwer io Frede- 
ridc's application. He ia reported to hayt obaerved, 
«* that, in a war which might begin with serions ro 
yenet, and wkidi demanded great perseveraneef h» 
felt only courage enough for himaelf ; that the dit* 
asters of an aliy night, perhaps, shake his iirmness ; 
that he shouM be shocked to find he had chained 
Pmssia to any ill fortune he inîght meet with, and 
thatt if 'he met whh success, she shoaid be snre to 
share it with him» whatever side hard necessity oom- 
peiled her now to adopt/' 

Thèse détails harve been Ifomished by an aotual 
witness, though not a n\an of rank or station. 
Wliether, howe^er, stuh counsel was given by Alex- 
ander ont of generosîty or polîcy, or whotber neces- 
sity alone determined the oondnct of Frederick, cer- 
tain it is, that the tirae was now corne for Mm to dé- 
cide; for, inFebrtiary, 1812, either thèse communi- 
cations with Alexaander (if they in fact took place), 
or the hepe of obtaining better conditions from 
France, hairing indueed him to hesitate in replying 
to the définitive propositions of Napoléon, the latter, 
in a fit of impatience, ordered Dantzic to be more 
stroiyly occnpied^ and despatch ed Davoust into Po« 
merania ; his orders for this itiTasion of a Swedish 
province were repeated and urgent, grounded at first 
on the illicit commerce between Pomerania and the 
English, but afterwards on the necessity of corn- 
pelling the court of Berlin to accède to his propo- 
sitions. The prince of Eckmuhl even receiyed an 
order to hold himself in readiness to take sudden 
possession of the whole of Prussia, and to secure the 
king himself» if within eight days after the réception 
of the order that monarch had not conohided the of- 
fensive alliance dictated to him by France ; but while 

#B 
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the marthftl was tracing the few marches neceHaiy 
for tbat opération, he wai apprissed tHat the treaty ot 
the 84th of Febniary, ISIS, wasratified* 

This tubmission, howeyer, did not give Napoléon 
perfect aesorance. To his f trength he added wari- 
nées and cunning. Even the fortref tes which he had 
left to Frederick, only because hé was ashamed to 
take them from him, his distnist now led him to coret 
the occupation of : in some of them he was reqnired 
to keep only fifty or eighty inyalids ; in others, he 
was to admit a number of French ofiicers* ail of them 
boond to send him their reports, and to receive his 
orders, His solicitude extended to erery thing. 
** Spandau," says he, in his letters to Marshal Da* 
Toost, '< is the citadel of BerUn^ as Pillau is that of 
Konigsbeig ; and already orders were given for the 
French troops to be in readiness to introduce them- 
selves into it at the first signal : he eyen pointed out 
the manner in which it should be done» With re- 
gard to Potsdam, which was reserved expressly for 
the king, and which oor troops were ibrbidden to 
enter, he ordered that the French offioers should fre* 
quently shew themselves there, both to make their 
observations and to accustom the people to the sight 
of them. He recommended that the greatest respect 
should be paid both to Frederick and his subjects ; 
but he required at the same time that the latter 
should be deprived of eyery thing which might be of 
service to them in case of revoit. He speclfied, on 
this point, every article, down to the smallest wea- 
pon; and, contemplating the loss of a battle, and 
the realization of ''Prussian Vespers,*' he ordered 
that his troops should be stationed in barracks or in 
camp ; with a thousand other précautions of almost 
endless détail. Finally, in case of a descentbythe 
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English between the Elbe and the Vistula, and al- 
though Victor, and afterwards Aûgereau, were to 
occupy Prussia with fifty thousand men, he had m- 
cured to himself the assistance of ten thousand Danei. 
Yet, in the midst of ail his précautions, his distrust 
ezisted still : when the prince of Hatzfeld came to 
request the grant of twenty-five millions of francs to 
defray the expenses of the war then in préparation, 
he replied to Daru, <* that he should take good care 
not to put arms into the hands of an enemy» to ht 
used against himself.'' Thus was it that Frederick, 
entangled in an iron, net, surrounding and cosifining 
him on eyery side, was induced to put at the disposid 
of Napoléon between twenty and thirty thousand men, 
and the greater part of his fortresses andmagaiines *. 



CHAPTER III. 

Tmisb two treaties opened the way for Napoléon to 
Russia; but, in order to penetrate into the recesses 
of that empire, it was incumbent upon him to secure 
Sweden and Turkey. 

The military combinations adapted to this mighty 
enterprise were required to be on so grand a scale, 

* Br thif treatf PruitU bonnd herielf to funiish two hnn- 
dred t^oufaod quintaU of rye, eighty thoutand of rice, two 
million bottles of béer, four hundred thousand quintals of 
wheat. lix hundrèd and flfty tbousand of ttraw, three hundred 
and flfty thoutand of hay> six million buiheli of oats> forty- 
four thouiand oxen^ flfteen thousand horses, three thousand 
lis hundred wagg^ons, to carry each 1500 weijht, with hamesa 
and drivers complète ; aad lastly hospitalt properly furnished 
for the accommodation of twenty thousand sick. It is true 
that the cost of ail thèse supplies was to be deducted from the 
rsinaioder of the taxes impoied od Prussia by the conquest. 
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ihftt in tketching a pian of operationf , the configura^ 
tïonoî a proyinee, or a cfaam of aiountaini, or the 
eourM of a single rivert was of trifltng conséquence* 
When siieh sorereigns as Alexander and Napoléon 
conteaded for Europe^ it became neceesary with a 
oon^rehensive eye to survey the gênerai and relatire 
position of ail the statee comprised within it The 
hostile plans of their policy were to be traced ont, not 
oii the maps of individuel countries, but on that of 
the globe itself. 

But Rtissia is mietrese of the heights of Europe, 
and her daaks uxm supported by seae both on the 
noria and south. Her govemment caa with extrême 
diffieulty only bedriven up isto afaetneM, and 6>rced 
in oonsequenee to capitulate, posseesing as she doet 
a wide and almost boundless extent of territory, the . 
eonquest of which would reqaire long campaigns, to 
which the climate présents an irremorable bar. Hence 
It resalts, that without the concurrence of Turkey and 
Sweden, Russia is not easily assailable. The object, 
therefi)re, was, wHh their assistance, tomake a rapid 
incursion and strike a deadly blow into her heart, 
her modem capital, and to tum at a grsat distance^ 
in the rear of its left, her grand army of the Niémen ; 
forif merely partially attacked in front» in her I m m en se 
plains, extent of space would prevent dis order, and 
leave a thousand roads open for that army's retreat. 

Acecn'dingly, even the very privâtes in our tanks 
expected with anxiety the gratifying intelligence of 
the combined march of the grand vizier towarde Kicf, 
and of Bernadotte npon Finland. Eight monarchs 
were already arrayed under the barmers of Napoléon ; 
but the two sovereigns most interested in bis quarrel 
were still disobcdient to bis summons. It was worthy 
of the great emperor to combine ail the powers and 
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•11 the religions of Enrope in the accompliihinenl of 
iÏB great designs : their success might then be oon* 
sidered secure ; and if the voice of a modem Homer 
had been waating to this earthly king of kings, the 
Toice of the nineteenth centuiy» beoome the oentury of 
'wonders, would hâve been an effective substitute for 
it ; the exclamations of admiration and astonishment 
proceeding at once from an entire age^ and pêne» 
trating and trayersing the recesses of futurity, wonld 
hâve re-echoed from one génération to another to the 
remotest posterity. 

Such glory as this, however, was not in reserve p^ 

forus. 

What individual who belonged to the French army 
does not recoUect the amazement which overwhelmed 
him when, in the midst of the plains of Russia, Intel* 
ligence arrived of the ominous and dreadfiil treaties 
«f the Turks and Swedes with Alezander ; and with 
what anxious and agitated looks we contemplated oor 
vncovered right, oar enfeebled left, and our menaeed 
retreat? We then thought only of the fatal effects 
that might arise from that peace between our allies 
and enemy; we now feel solicitous to develope the 
causes of it 

The treaties ooncluded towards the close of the 
last century had subjected to Russia the feeble sultan 
of the Turks : the expédition to Egypt had armad 
him against us. But, from the time of Napoleon's 
accession to power, a community of interest, well 
ttnderstood by both parties, and the intimacy natu» 
rally attending on a confidential and mysterious cor* 
respondence, had greatly conciliated Selim's attach- 
ment : a strict union was formed between thèse two 
princes^ and they even mutually exchanged their 
portraits, Selim attempted to effect a great révolu* 
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tioB in thé (^tomaii uiagM. Napolaon spprortd of 
it» aad was aiâing him in introducing tlic £aropeaii 
dif cipline into tlie MtiMulman amay, wiien the rictory 
of Jena, the Polish war, and the influence of Sehaa* 
tiani induced the sultan to shake off the yoke of Alesi^ 
ander. The English hastened to oppose thii, hnt 
were driven from before Constaatinople. At tbat 
period Napoléon wrote Selim the following letter. 

^* Otterode^ April 3, 1807. 
'* My ambassador bas informed me of the good oon^ 
duct and brarery of the Mussulmans againet oor corn* 
mon enemies. Thou hast proved thyself the worthy 
descendant of the Selims and the Solymans. Thou 
hast requested oi me officers, and I now send them 
to thee. I regretted that thou didst not ask for se* 
veral thousand men ; thou hast desired only fÎTe hun** 
dred, and 1 hare ordered them to be immediately det- 
patched to thee. l intend that they shidl be paid aod 
accoutred at my expense, and that thou shalt be re* 
imbursed for whateter eost they occasion thee. I 
hâve giren orders to the commaader of my troops in 
Dalmatia to send thee arms and ammunition, and 
whatever assistance thou mayest wish vm to affbrd. 
I bave also sent the same orders to Naples, and the 
Bashaw of Jaoina bas already had a number of camum 
placed at bis disposai. Gênerais, oAcers, arms of 
erery description, money itself, ail are at thy serriee. 
Thou hast only to ask: explain clearly thy wants, 
and I will instantly supply them. Arrange matters 
with the Shaw of Persia, who, like ourselres, is the 
enemy of Rossia. Urge bim to keep firm to bis en* 
gagements, and to attack the common enemy with 
rigour, I bave defeated the Rnssians in a great 
battle^ and taken seventy«five pièces of cannon, si»* 



tara ttandardst and a great number of piitoAert. I «m 
•I présent eighty leaguee beyond War^aw, and shaU 
ayail myvelf of the Ibrtnfght't rest I hara allowed my 
anny, to go to Warsaw and receire thy ambaMadar 
thera. I lee clearly thy great want of artillery«miii 
and troops. I had offered them to tby ambastador; 
bot ha deolined tbem through fear of hurtiog tha 
feeKngs of the Mussuhnans. Intrust ma whh ail thy 
wantB. I am too powerfal, and too eompletaly in- 
tareeted in thy successi both from friaadshipr aad 
poliey, to réfuta thee anything. I hâve had propo* 
tais aaade ne hère for peace. Every adyantaga wu 
conceded to me that I could désire ; but I was ea« 
pected to ratify the state of things èstablished be« 
tween the Porte and Russia, and that I refused. I 
replied, * that complète independence should be gua* 
ranteed to the Porte» and that ail the treaties extorted 
, from it, 'vrhile France was asleep» should be caa* 
celJed.' " 

This letter of Napoléon had been both preceded 
and foUowed by verbal assurances of a formai and 
solemn nature, that he would not sbeath his sword 
till the Crimea was restored to the Croècent. He 
had even authorized Sébastian! to give the Divan a 
copy of the instructions which contained thèse en- 
gagements* 

Such were his words. Let us now look at his ac- 
tions. At first, they were in agreement. Sebastiani 
requested permission for the passage of an army of 
twenty-five tbousand French through Turkey. He was 
himself tohave the command of it, and it was to unité 
with the Ottoman army. It is true that an unforeseen 
incident . deranged this scheme ; but Napoléon then 
gave Selim the promise of an aid of nine thousand 
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Prencht of whom fire thoasand were to be artiUerjr* 
nieiii and who were to be conveyed in eleven thipt of 
the Une to Conttantinople. The Turkish ambaatador 
wae, at the tame tin^, received with the most re« 
tpeetfttl and tcrupuloos attention in the French camp : 
he aceompanied Napoléon in his reriewf ; the moet 
complimentai astiduities were lavithed upon him ; aad 
the grand equeny of France was treating with hipï 
conceming an alliance offensive and défensive, when 
the negotiation was interrupted by an unexpected at« 
tack from the Russians« The ambassador retumed 
to Warsaw, where the same considération continned 
to be shewn him. 

* This considération he enjojred up to the day of the 
décisive victory of Friedland ; but from that time the 
illusion was dissipated. He fbund himself neglected, 
for he no longer represented Selim ; a révolution had 
subverted the throneof that sovereign, the friendof 
Napoléon, and consequently ail hope of conferrisg 
oo the Turks such a regular army as might be fully 
dépended upon. Napoléon knew not now whether he 
could any longer rely on the assistance of those bar^ 
barians. His System was therefere changed. From 
that time it was Alexander whom he wished to con- 
ciliate ; and, as his genius never wavered in inde« 
cision, he was already prepared to abandon to him 
the empire of the east, were he left himself to take 
possession of that of the west. 

But his grand object was the extension of the con- 
tinental System. Europe was to be brought com« 
pletely under the restrictive agency of that System ; 
and theeo-operation of Russia was necessary to per* 
fect its developement. Aletander would promise to 
shut the ports of the north against the English, and 
compel Sweden to a rupture with them, while the 
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Frenck would repuUe them from the centre, tk« 
sottth, and the west of Europe. Napoléon already 
meditated tbe expédition to Portugal^ if thaiCkingdoni 
ahould refuae to join the coalition. Turk^» there- 
fore« waa now no longer any tkiag more than a point 
of miaor considération ; and he conaanted 1d the ar«* 
miatiee and the interview at Tilalt* 

In the mean tiinei deputies arrivad from Wilna 
demaoding from him libertyi and offering the sanie 
dcTotion to hia person and cause aa Waraaw hnd dia- 
played before. But Berthier» whoae ambition wat 
aatisfied) and who waa weary of war, treated them 
with inoiyility, and even deaignated them ai trsitora 
to their aovereign* The prinoe of Eckmuhl receired 
them with politenea^» and introduced thom to Na« 
poleon» who reiented the coaduct of Berthier, and 
gare the Lithuaniana a v^ry gracioua réception, with* 
eut howerer promi$ing them hia aupport. Daircjust 
vainly represented to him, that the opportunity waa 
fieETourable, aa the Ruasian army waa deatroyed ; but 
Napoléon replied, *< that Sweden kad juat annonnced 
her armistice to him ; that Austria olfered her médi- 
ation between France and Ruseia* which ha conaidered 
an indication of hoatiiity; that the Praasiana, on 
aeeing him at such a distance from Fnmce, might 
perhapa racorer from their consternation; and, fi* 
nally, that Selim^ hia faithfal ally, was dethroned, 
and Bucceeded by Mustapha, of whose dispositions he 
was cqmpletely ignorant." 

The omperor of France continued, therefore, to 
negociate with Russia ; and the Turkish ambassador 
wandered about oor campa despised or forgotten, 
without being inyited to be présent at the discus- 
sions then pending for terminating the war. He re« 
tomed to Constantinoplci in a short time after, io 
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great di^gust. The treaty of Tlltit restored to that 
barbartms court neither the Crimea nor even Molda* 
ria and Wallachia ; the restitution of the two latter 
prorinces was prorided for merely by an armistice, 
the conditions of which were not intended to be exe« 
Cttted. However, as Napoléon had styled himsulf s 
mediator between Mustapha and Alexander, the mi* 
niMters of both powers repaired to Paris ; but, during 
the long continuance at that city of this pretended 
médiation, he nerer condescended to receiye the 
Turkish plenipotentiaries. 

If we are at liberty to state what has been asserted^ 
we must observe that, both at the interview at lllsit 
and afterwards, one of the subjects agitated, was a 
treaty for the partition of Turkey. Russia, it was 
proposed, should take possession of Wallachia, Mol- 
davia, and Bulgaria, together with a part of Mount 
Hemus ; Aostria was to hâve had Servia and a part 
of Bosnia ; and France the other part of Bosnia, Al* 
bania, Macedonia, and the whole of Oreece as âur 
as Thessalonica. Constantinople, Adrianople, and 
Thrace were to be still Turkish. 

It is impossible to say whether the conférences re* 
lating to this partition were founded on the serions 
proposai of it, or whether they were only the discus- 
sion of a grand idea ; but it is certain, that very soon 
after the interview of Tilsit, Alezander felt no longer 
disposed to cherish such projects of ambition. Pm« 
dence had shewn him the danger of substituting lor 
ignorant, blind, and feeble Turkey, a neighbour ac- 
tive, interfering, and powerful. Accordingly, the 
Russian emperor, in his conversations on this subject, 
replied, ^* that he had barren déserts enough ; that 
he knew full well by his occupation of the Crimea, 
itill in a state of dépopulation, the little value of 
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thote conquests which are gained over foreign and 
hostile religions and manners ; that, besides, Russia 
and France were too powerful to be in such near 
neighbourhood to each other; that two bodies so 
strong would, if placed in immédiate contact, dash 
against one another with destructive violence ; and 
that it was far better to hâve other states between 
them." 

The emperor of the French urged the point no 
longer; indeed the Spanish insurrection demanded 
ail his attention, and peremptorily called him away 
with ail his forces. Even before the interview at 
Erfîirt, when Sébastian! had returned from Constanti- 
nople, although Napoleop appeared not to hâve aban« 
doned the idea of the dismemberment of Turkey in 
Europe, he had yielded to the reasoning of his am- 
bassador, ** that in the partition in question çvery 
thing would be agaiûst him ; that Russia and Âustria 
would obtain provinces that w^e contiguous to them, 
and conveniently round and compact their territo- 
ries, while our maintaining possession of Greece 
would require a force of eighty thousand French to 
be constantly kept up there ; that such an army, con- 
sidering its distance, and its losses arising from long 
marches, novelty of possession, and insalubrity of 
climate, would require annually thirty thousand re« 
cruits, by which France would be exhausted ; that a 
line of opérations from Paris to Athens would be be* 
yond ail practicable bounds; that, besides, it was 
atrangled at its passage at Trieste, where the Aus* 
trians might, in two marches, throw themselves 
across, and eut off the army of occupation from ail its 
coxnmunications with Italy and France.'' 

Napoléon on this exclaimed ** that Austria in hct 
complicated every thing ; that she was hère a com* 
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. plete clog ; that h waa thne to hav« done with ker, 
and divide Europe into two empires : tluU iht Da* 
nube, from the Black Sea to Passau, ihe mountaine oi 
Bohemia to Konigsberg, and the Elbe to the Baltic, 
should be their démarcation. Alexander tUould be* 
corne emperor of the north of Europe, atid himself of 
the south/' Then, descending from hit élévation, 
and reverting to Sebastiani's observations on the di« 
vision of European Turkey, he terminated a oon* 
ference of three days with thèse words, ** Yoa aoe 
right I what yon say is unanswerable ; I gire np the 
idea entiroly. Besides, ît suits my Tiews ttpon Spain : 
I am going to nnite that conntry to France/ ** What,** 
cried Sébastian!, «' unité it ! and your brother V ««What 
signifies my brother/* replied Napoléon; ** are iuch 
kingdoms as Spain to be given away ? I am deter- 
mined to unité it to France. I will oonfer on it a 
grand national représentation. I will obtain the em* 
peror Alexander's consent, by penoitting him to ap* 
propriate Turkey as far as the DMiube, aad by eva 
cuating Berlin. As to Joseph, I wiU find him an in* 
dcmnity." 

Then the congress of ErfSrt took place, His motive 
could not be that of supporting in it the rights of the 
Ottomans. The French army, imprudently ïwrolved in 
the midst of Spain, was far from sueeessful there. The 
présence of its chief, and that of his armies of the 
Rhine and Elbe, became more and more uecessary ; 
Austria had seized upon this favoarable moment for 
taking up arms. Uneasyrespeoting Oermany,Napo» 
leon resolved, therefore, to secure to himself the 
friendly dispositions of Alexander, to eondude with 
him an alliance offensive and defensiv^e, and even to 
furnish him with employment by a war. On thèse 
accounts he abandoned Turkey as far ae the Daaobe 
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The Porte aoon found it might jnstly reproach us 
for the war rekindled between it and the RoBsians. 
However, in July:, 1808, Mustapha being dethroned, 
Mahmoud wbo succeeded him announced bis acces- 
sion to the emperor of the French; but Napoleon« 
whose policy it was to keep well with Alezander, and 
iK^o also sittcerely regretted the death of Selim, 
detested the cruelty of the Mussulmans, and despiued a 
goyer^unent so contemptibly unstable, sent no reply 
to the new sultan for the space of three years, and 
•eemed stndiously to avoid the récognition of him. 

He was in this doubtful position in respect to the 
Turks, when Buddenly, on the Slst of March, I8IS9 
only six weeks before bis war with Russiai be de- 
manded Mabmoud's alliance ; he required tbat within 
five days after this communication ail negotiation 
between the Turks and Russians should be broken 
off ; and that an army of a hundred thousand Turks, 
commanded by the Sultan himself, should be on the 
banks of t}^t Danube within nine days. The price he 
offered for this mighty e£fort was that same Walla- 
chia and Moldavia which, in existing circumstances, 
the Russians felt but too happy to cède in return 
ibr an immédiate peace ; and also that same Crimea 
which he had promised to. Selim six years before. 

We know not whether the time at which this de- 
spatch was supposed likely to reach its destination was 
incorrectly calculated, whether Napoléon believed 
the Turkish army to be stronger than it really was^ 
or whether he hoped to surprise and bear off the de* 
termination of the Divan by the suddennéss as well as 
advantageousness of the proposition. His ignorance, 
however, of that invariable usage among the Mussul- 
mans which precludes the Grand Seignior from com- 

VoL. I. 
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manding his army in person, ' could hâve been 
scarcely presuined. 

It seems as if the genius of Napoléon could not 
«toop 80 low as to suppose the possibility of that 
stupid ignorance which the Divan ezhibited of its 
true interests. After his own abandonment of those 
interests, however, in 1807, perhaps hedidnot suf* 
ficiently consider that the Mussulmans might distrost 
his new promises ; that they were too ignorant .dnly 
to appreciate the change which, at Tilsit, new dr* 
cumstances had introduced into his policy ; and that 
thèse barbarians would still less comprehend the di»- 
gnst with which they had at that period inspired him 
by the déposition and murder of Selim, to whom he 
was strongly attached, and with whose assistance he 
had hoped to make European Turkey a military power 
capable of resisting Russie. 

Perhaps he might still hâve drawn over Mahmoud 
to his cause, if he had sooner had rocourse to more 
powerful means ; but, as he afterwards observed, it 
was répugnant to his pride to employ corruption* 
We shall, moreover, soon perceivo him hesitating to 
begin the conflict with Aloxander, or estimating too 
strongly the terror with which that prince would be 
inspired by hi^ immense préparations. It may aleo 
be supposed that, as the last propositions which he 
had to make to the Turks might be construed into a 
déclaration of war against the Russians, he de« 
layed them, more effectually to deceive the czar as to 
the précise period of his invasion. In short, whether 
from the influence of ail thèse causes, or from that 
confidence he felt in the natural effect of the deadly 
hatred existing between the two nations, and in his 
treaty of alliance with Austria which had just gua^ 
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to the Turks Moldavia and Wallachia, lie 
purposely delayed sending o£f his ambassadori 
and waited, as we hâve seen, till the latest mo- 
ment. 

But the Russian, Euglish, Austrian, and even 
Swedish envoya immediately besieged the Divan, and 
exclaimed with one voice, *' that the Turks owed their 
continuance in Europe solely to the divisions eausting 
among the Christian princes; that as soon as ever 
thèse became united under one powerfîil domination, 
the Mahometans in Europe would be oyerwhelmed ; 
and that, as the emperor of the French had nearly 
attained that universal empire, it was he whom they 
had most to dread*'' 

To enforce this language the efforts of the two 
Greek princes Morozi were added. They were of 
the same religion as Alexander. They expected to 
receive froni him the provinces of Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia. Enriched by the favours he had conferred on 
them, and by the treasures of England, thèse drago- 
mans lectured the ignorant and unreflecting Turks 
upon the foUy and péril of suffering the military oc- 
cupation of the Ottoman frontiers by the French. 
They did much more. One of them gained complète 
ascendency over the Divan and the capital, and the 
other over the grand . vizier and the army ; and, as 
the high-spirited Mahmoud resisted, and was deter- 
mined to accept only an honourable peace, thèse per- 
fidiouB Oreeks disbanded his army, and compelled 
bimt by sédition and insurrection, to sign the dis- 
graceful treaty of Bucharest with Russia. 

Such is the power of intrigue in the seraglio : two 
Greeks, whom the Turks despised, decided init 
the fate of Turkey, in opposition even to the Sultan. 

2 



Dépendent on the intrigues of his own palace, like ail 
despots who so seclude themselves, he yielded, and 
the Morozi prevailed ; not long afterwards, however, 
he eut off their heads. 



CHAPTBR IV. 

It was thus that we lost the support of Turkey : Swc- 
den however we had still left. Its prince rose from 
our own ranks ; and being a soldier of our army, 
owed to that both his glory and his sceptre. Could 
he, on the first opportunity that occurred for displaying 
his gratitude, désert our cause? Ingratitude like 
this was not to be anticipated ; but what was still less 
to be expected, was, that he should sacrifice the real 
and invariable interests of Sweden to his ancient 
jealousy againsf Napoléon, and^ perhaps, to a weak« 
ness but too conunon with men of récent and «udden 
eleration ; if, indeed, the subserviency shewn by mcn 
who hâve newly attained honours and power to 
those who enjoy them by illustrious descente may not 
rather be considered a necessity of their situation 
than an error of their self-love. 

In this grand confiict between democracy and aris- 
tocracy, tho lattcr obtaîned a reinforcement from the 
ranks of its most inveterate and formidable enemîes. 
Bernadotte, suddenly and singly placed in the midst 
of ancient courts and heredîtary nobles, made ît his 
grand aîm to obtaîn their adoption : in this he «uc- 
ceeded; but the success must hâve cost him dear. 
In order to obtain it, it became requisite for him, in 
the first instance, to abandon, in the moment of dan* 
ger, the reteran companions and authors of his glory; 
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Heafterwards proceeded beyond thia; and actually 
marched ovar their bleeding bodies to join the united 
hoet of their enemies, and but recently aUo his own. 
in order to overwhelm his native country* although he 
ihereby placed his adopted oountry at the mercy of 
the first Czar that should be ambitions of reigning 
OTer the Baltic. 

On the other hand, it may seem that the character 
of Bernadotte, and the importance of Sweden in the 
ensuing décisive struggle, were not allowed their due 
weight in the political balance of Napoléon. His ar- 
dent and absolute genius hazarded too much; he 
loaded too heavily a foundation of great solidity ; 
and it in conséquence gave way. Thus, while cor« 
rectly appreciating the interests of the Swedes, as na- 
turally blended with his own, in every effort for 
yreakening the power of Russia, he thought he might 
exact from them every support, without bexng over- 
liberâl to them of his promises. His own pride pre« 
vented his paying a proper attention to theirs ; and 
he considered them too substantially interested in his 
causef fpr them ever to think of abandoning it. 

It is necessary, however, to look back to events of 
au earlier period : facts will prove that the défection 
of Sweden may be ascribed to the jealous ambition of 
Bemadotte, as much as to the inflexible haughtiness 
of Napoléon. We shall perceive, that its new prince 
incurred a gpreat part of the responsibility for the rup- 
ture, by offering his alliance to the French emperor, 
only as the price of the latter's perfidy. 

When Napoléon returned from Egypt, it was no& 
by any means with their universal concurrence that 
he became the head of his equals. Jealous before 
that period of his glory, they now stillmore envied 
his power. They could not contest the onet they en- 



30 BISTOUr 09 lllÂWOiMOV*M 

^eavoured to shake off the yùke of the other* Mo* 
reau, and many othe^eneral» who had from êymptL^ 
thy, or from surprise, co«operated to bring about tlie 
change of the 18th of Brumaire, sincerely repmted 
of it. Bfmadotte refused to aisist in it. On the 
night preceding that eventful day» Bemadottet at thAt- 
time a republican, in the midst of a thouiand of&cert 
assembled at Napoleon's house, devoted to hie caust, 
and awaiting hit orders, dared singly to oppose bis 
arguments, to refuse the second place in theRe* 
public, and tp retnm menace for resentment. Napo« 
leon «aw him proudly quit the apartment, and make 
his way through the train of bis partisans, cager to 
divulge the discoveries be had made, and declaring 
himself his adversary, and even his accuser. Wbe- 
ther from lespect for the alliance of that gênerai with 
hi|i brQtfaer, or from that modération which generally 
accompanies strength, or from the surprise and sud- 
denness of the circumstance, Napoléon offered no im- 
pediment to his passage* 

On the s^œe night a party, conaistifig of ten depu 
ties of the Coundl of Fire Huodred, were met at the 
hottse of S — — - ; Bernadette went thither. It was 
tbere agr^ed, that the council should begin its sitting 
on the folio iving day at nine o'clock ; that this should 
be' made known only to those of their own party; 
that a decree should be there passed, that in imitation 
of the wisdom shewn by the council of ancients, 
in nominating Bonaparte gênerai of their guard; the 
Council of Five Hundred should choose Bernadotte 
to command theirs ; and that that gênerai, completely 
armed, should be in readiness to be summoned to il. 
It was at the bouse of S^-- - that this plan wab 
formed ; and S—— hastened to disclose it to Napo- 
léon. A threat'was sufficient effectually to baffle 
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the conspiratoni ; n<me of them yentured to appear al 
the council ; and, on the morrow, the révolution of the 
18th of Brumaire took place. ^V^* 

After that event, Bernadette sacrificed to prudence 
by a pretended submission; but NapoleoA kept in 
mind his résistance. His vigilance foliowed every 
movement made by him ; and he soon afterwards re* 
ceived information that he was at the head of a repub- 
lican conspiracy formed against him in the west. 
It was discovered by means of a prématuré proclama^ 
tion ; an officer, arrested for other causes^ and an ac- 
oompiice of Bernadotte, gare information against tho 
authors* On this occasion, could Napoléon Kave con- 
victed Bernadottei the latter would oertainly bave 
been undone. 

He contented himself with banishing him to Ame- 
rica, under the title of minister of the repubiic. But 
fortune favoured'Bertiadotte after his arrivai at Roch- 
fart, by delaying his embarkotion tiU the war again 
broke out against England. He then refused to go ; 
and Napoléon was no longer able to compel him. 

Thus ail their connexions had tended to hatred ; 
and mutuel animadversion and upbraiding kept it 
constantly augmenting. Napoléon was soon heard 
to reproach Bernadette with his envions and perfi* 
dious inaction during the battle of AiSerttadt, and 
for his order of the day at Wagram, in which he as- 
oribed to himself the honour of the victory. He found 
fault with his character, as displaying more ambition 
than patriotism, and, peitiaps also, with the seductive 
nature of his manners, ail circumstances dangerons 
to a rising power ; and yet, promotion, titles, and dé- 
corations, he had poured upon him with a lavish hand; 
but, ever ungrateful, he seemed to accept them alwayft 
as a debt of justice^ or as ascribable solely to the need 
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of Ms iervicef . Th«se complaintf were but too weH 
founded. 

Bernadotte, on his «ide, abusing the emperor's mo« 
deration and endeavouri to conciliate, drew on him- 
self more and more of bis duipleasure, wbich bis ambi* 
tiondenominated bottility. He asked wbat bad been 
Napoleon'f motive for placing bim at Wagram in a 
position io false and dangerous ? wby tbe report of 
tbat victory was so disadrantageous to bim ? and to 
wbat cause be must ascribe tbe eager anxiety to lessen 
bis eulogium in tbe journals by insidious noîtes? 
Hitberto, bowerert tbe suUen and determined opposi* 
tion of tbe gênerai to bis emperor bad led to notbing 
important, but now a larger field was opened for tbeir 
dissention. 

At Tilsit, Swéden, as well as tbe Ottoman empire* 
bad been sacrificed to Russia and tbe continental 
System ; a calamity attributable to tbe false or frantic 
policy of Gustavus IV. From tbe year 1804, tbat 
prince seemed to bave placed bimself in tbe pay ot 
England ; be bad been tbe first to break tbe ancient 
alliance between France and Sweden« He perserered 
in bis stupid policy so &r as to.contend against 
France when sbe was rictorious over Russia, and, 
soon afterwards, against Russia united to France. 
Notwitbstanding tbe loss of Pomerania in 1807, and 
eren tbat of Finland and tbe islands of Alan, united 
to Russia in 1808, bis obstinacy still remained un* 
sbaken. 

It was tben tbat bis irritated subjects résumed tbe 
power wbiob bad been wrested from tbem in 1772 and 
1788, by Gustarus III., and wbicb bis successor bad 
so weakly abused. Gustavus IV. was seized and de- 
posed, bis direct issue excluded from tbe tbrone, bis 
nncle substHutcd in bis place, and tbe Prince of Hol- 
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itoin Augu8tenburg, elected hereditary Prinoe af Swe* 
den. War had been the cause of that révolution, and 
peace waa the resuit of it : it was signed with Russia 
in 1800 ; bat the hereditary prince lately elected, died 
suddenly in the same year. 

The year 1810 had not long commenced, before the 
French restored to 8weden, Pomerania and the Island 
of Rugen, as the price of her accession to the conti- 
nental System. The Swedes, harassed, impoverished, 
and rendered nearly islanders, by the loss of FinJandi 
commenced hostilitîes against England with repug* 
nance, urged to it solely by the compulsion of Russia, 
which they dreaded as at once both near and power» 
fui. Finding themselyes, therefore, thus feeble and 
insulated, they sought out for support. 

Bemadotte conunanded the corps of the French 
army, which took possession of Pomerania : his mili- 
tary réputation, and still more that of his nation and 
his emperor, his captivating gentleness, his generoQt 
feelings, his kind and attracting attentions to the 
Swedes, with whom he had to negotiate, led some of 
that nation to fix their eyes on this occasion upon him. 
They appeared not to be âware of the misunderstand* 
ing between the marshal and his sovereign ; they ima« 
gîned that by choosing him for their prince, they 
should not only obtain in him a formidable gênerai 
and a powerful mediator between France and Sweden 
but also in his emperor, an unfailing protector. The 
resuit was directly contrary. 

During the intrigues occasioned by this circum* 
Htance, Bemadotte thought he had ground for adding 
to his previous list of complaints against Napoléon^ 
When, in opposition to Charles XIII., and the majo- 
rity of the members of the diet, he was proposed fbr 
the crown of Sweden ; when, supported in his preten 
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sions by its prime minister, (a man undiftingvisbed hy 
•aneestry, and who, like him, waf indebted for ail hia 
distinction to himself,) and also by Count Wrede, the 
only member of the diet who had voted for him, hm 
came to request the intervention of Napoléon, why 
did the latter, to whom Charles XIIL had applied for 
instructions, manifest so much indifférence ? Why 
did he prefer, to him, the union of three northem 
crowns on the head of a Danish prince ? If he (Ber* 
nadotte) had succeeded in this enterprise, he owed it 
XU}t certainly to the Emperor of the French ; he was 
indebted for it only to the pretensions of the King of 
Denmarkf whioh were injurious to those of the Duke 
of Augustenburg *, his most formidable rival; to 
the audacious gratitude of Baron Mœmer, who first 
proposed him ; and to the aversion of the Swedes for 
the Danes ; he owed it, above ail, to a passport adroit- 
ly obtained by his agent from the minister of Napo* 
leon« This document, it is said, was daringly pro- 
duced by the secret emissary of Bernadotte, as 
évidence of the express mission he stated himself to 
be charged with under the emperor's own hand, and 
of the formai désire of Napoléon to see one of hîb 
lieutenants, and the relation of his own brother, on 
ilie throne of Sweden. 

Bernadotte, moreover, felt that he held that crown 
throttgh the chance which brought him into near con- 
tact with the Swedes, and led him to a knowledge of 
their peculiar character ; to the birth of his son, which 
secured the transmission of the crown ; to the address 
of his agents, who, whether authorized or not, dazzled 
the eyes of the Scandinavians by the fourteen millions 
which his élection would pour into the exchequer of 

* Brother of the lato prince. 
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the State ; and finally, to his humane and kind atten* 
tionSt which won to his interest many Swedet, who 
had been not long before his prisoners. But whafe 
did he owe to Napoléon ? What reply did he make 
ojn receiviflg Intelligence of tlie offer from Swed^n» 
and which. he had himself coroinunic^ted to hixn ? ** I 
am too far from Sweden, to interfère with its oon^ 
cerns: don't dépend upon any assistance of mine/' 
At the same time, however, whether from thenecea- 
sity of circumstances, from a dread of the élection of 
the Duke of Oldenburg, or, lastly» from a déférence 
to the fiât of fortune, Napoléon had declared that he 
would leave the décision to her, and Bernadotte had, 
in fact, been elected Princp of Sweden. 

The new prince then presented himself before Napo** 
leon, who received him with great frankness. ^« You 
hâve been offered," said he to him, ** the crown of S^ve- 
den, and I permit you to accept it. I had, at you know, 
a différent intention ; your sword, however, has made 
you king, and it would ill become me to set myaelf 
against your fortune.'' He then disclosed to him the 
whole System of his policy. Bernadotte appeared to 
throw himself compietely into it : he attended the em* 
peror's levées every day, with his son, mingling freely 
with the other courtiers. By thèse marks of defe* 
rential attention, he compietely won Napoleon's 
heart. The time for his departure was nearly arrived, 
and he was about to départ poor. The emperor w|^ 
hurt at the idea of his ascending the throne of Swe- 
den thus destitute, and like a mère adventurer ; he 
presented him therefore with two ipillions of francs ; 
and even continued to the fapily of the newmade 
.prince the donations which, as a foreign prince, he 
could not npw hold himself; in short, they parted in 
appearanc)B xputu^lly satisfied. 
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The hopet entertaîned by Napoléon in référence U> 
the alliance of Sweden were tncreased bjr this élection, 
and by the fayours he had himself conferred. At 
first, the correspondence of Bemadotte was that of a 
grateful inferior; but the moment he quitted the 
Ff ench territory, he seemed to feel relieved from a 
long and painful constraint, and is iiaid to hâve ex* 
haled hin hatred against Napoléon, in lânguage of vi* 
rulence and menace : whether said trulyi or falsely, 
he was accused of it to the emperor. 

It must be admitted that that sorereign, compelled 
aé he was to take peremptory and absolute measures 
with respect to his continental System, harassed not a 
little the commerce of Sweden: he endeavonred to 
exclnde from her ports even the vessels of America ; 
and, at length, acinally declared that he would ac* 
knowledge none as his friends who were not enemies 
of Oreat Britain. Bemadotte was compelled to an 
option, Winter and the océan precluded him both 
from the assistance and aggression of the Engllsh 
The French were contignous to his ports. The war 
with France, therefore, would hâve been real and im^ 
médiate ; the war with England might be little more 
than nominal The Prince of Sweden preferred the 
last. 

In the n^ean time, Napoléon, who went on conquer- 
ing in peace as well as war, and who distrusted the 
intentions of Bemadotte, had demanded from Sweden 
a considérable number of seamen, for his Brest fleet, 
and a body of troops whom he would take into his 
pay ; thus enfeebling his allies to overcomo his ene- 
mies, and obtaining, in fact, the mastery of both. He 
next required that colonial commodities should be sub* 
jected in Sweden, as in France, to a duty of five per 
cent. Jt is asserted that he even required Bemadotte 



f 



IXFIDITIOM VO IC1I8BIA. JT 

to penmt French cuBiom-hoase €fSioeT% to ht ttatkmed 
«I Gottenburg. Tbmne demande were eyaded. 

Soon afterwards, Napoléon propoeed «a attiaaoe 
between Sweéent Copenhagen, and Wanaw; a Con- 
fédération of the North, of whioh he waB lo be ai the 
bead, as he waa of that of the Rhine. The reply of 
Bernadotte, wilhout being abeolutely negatm» had 
the same effect ; and such waa the case« ako« w ith 
respect to a treaty offensive and defensire whioh Na* 
poleon agahi oUtveA him. After that period, as Berna* 
dotte has asserted, he wrote to him four letters with his 
own hand, ingennoasly eaiplaining the impossibility of 
his oomplying with the emperor's wishes, and deolaring 
his attaohment to his former chieftain, to neither of 
whioh he deigned a reply. This impolitic silence 
(admittitig the fact) oan be attributed only to the 
woanded pride of Napoloon, in ooneeqsence of Berna* 
dotte's refusais. He ondoobtedly oonrideredhis pn>> 
testations as too false to merit a reply. 

The irritation by this time beoame considérable t 
the communicatioliB v^re unpleasant ; those with Al- 
qnier, the French ministerr in S weden^ were snspended ; 
and he was recalled. In the mean time, Bernadotte's 
pretended déclaration of war against £ngland oonti* 
nued Ineffective; and Napoléon, who could nehher 
be refused nor deceived with impunity, made war 
npon the Swedlsh commerce by privateers. By 
kneans of them, and by the invasion of Swedish Po- 
merania, on the nrth of January, 1818, he panished 
Bemadotte for his déviations from the continental 
System, and obtained, as prisoners, many thousands of 
those Swedish sailors and soldiers whom he had 
vainly demanded as auxiliaries. 

Then came on the rupture of our connexion with 
Russie. Napoléon immediately applied to the Prince 
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of Sweden : his notes were in the style of a para« 
mount sorereign, pointing ont what he deemed the 
real intertsts of hie vastaU tentible of his daims 
upon his gratitude and obediencef and falljr depending 
upon them. He required that Bernadotte shonld 
carry on a real war against England, that he should 
shut the ports of the Baltic against her, and that he 
should arm forty thousand Bwedes against Russia* 
In compensation, he promised to giye him his protec- 
4on, Finland, and twenty millions of francs^ for aa 
«quiralent in colonial produce which the Swedet 
were forthwith to délirer. Anstria undertook to sup- 
port this proposition ; but Bernadotte* as if now habi* 
tuated to a throne, replied like an independent prince. 
Ostensibly, he dedared himself neutral, opened his 
,ports to ail nations, referred to his rights, and to his 
grievances, appealed to humanityi recommended peace, 
and proposed himself as medf ator : secretly, he offered 
his services to Napoléon, in retum for Norway, Fin* 
land, and a subsidy. 

At a style of address so new and unezpected» Na« 
poleon was struck with astonishment and indignatum* 
He saw in what he read, and not without reason, a 
premeditated défection on the part of Bernadotte, a 
secret concurrence with his enemies ! He was abeo* 
lutely maddened with rage. ** The wretch V he ex* 
daimed, striking his hand violently on the letter, as 
it lay open on the table, ** he présumes to adyise me I 
he lays down the law to me ! he dares even to propose 
to me an act of infamy * I a man who holds eyery 
thing he has from my bounty I Wh^t bfise ingra- 
titude î" 

# Napoléon e«rtaioly referred to BeniadoCte'f proposai that 
lie •hould take awajr Norway from DenoMrk, bif tkïibtul wllf, io 
order to purchate, bjr tbat ptrMy, the awif tance of Sweden. 
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Then, traversing the room witlt rapid stridet, he 
âbruptly uttered the foUowing expreisions : ** I oaglit 
to hâve expected thisl He bas always sacrificed 
everjrthing to his interests ! It was Le whot during 
fais short ministry, attempted the résurrection of the 
infaxnous Jacobins ! When he had no hopes but in 
disorder, he opposed the ISth of Brumaire ! It was 
he who oonspired in the West, again&t the re«esta* 
blishment of order and religion ! It was his enrions 
and perfidious inaction whicb long since betrayed the 
French army at Âùerstadt ! How often, out of regard 
to Joseph, did I pardon his intrigues, and connive at 
his misconduct! Notwithstanding ail, I made him 
general-in-chief, marshal, duke, prince, and last of 
ail king! But, in return for the forgiveness of 
•o many injuries and the grant of so many fa» 
Tours, what was to be expected from mdical ingra- 
titude ! If for a century past, up to the présent mo- 
ment, Sweden, half bwallowed up by Russia, bas still 
retained its independence, it may thank France only 
for its support. But ail that is uothing ; Bernadette 
wants to be baptized into the old aristocracy ; a bap- 
tism of blood, and of French blood ! and you will see 
that, in order to gratify his envy and ambition, he 
will betray both his old and his new country/' 

Attempts were in vain made to calm his agitation. 
It was suggested that ho should consider what might 
be required of Bernadette by his existing position ; 
and that the cession of Finland to Russia had sepa- 
rated Sweden from the Continent, and made her poli- 
tically an island, and consequently thrown her into the 
System of England. But, eyen in circumstances of 
Buch momentous importance, the extrême need he 
felt of this ally côuld not subdue his exaspération at 
a proposition which he regarded as absolutely insuit , 
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ing ; pOMibly» ako» in lli« new Prince of Sweden be 
•till law too distinetly that tame Bernadotte who waa 
reeentl)r his 8iil»ject« his mUitarjr inferior, but wbo now 
prefti«n»d be bad eanred ont for binielf a dettinj in^ 
dépendent ol bim. Hia inatruetiona frem tbat time 
•aToured itroiiglj of tbeie dkpositiona : hia nûniatery 
indeed, tomewbal softened tbeir bittemeet; but » 
rupture wat inévitable. 

It ia impoaaible to aay wbetber tbe inperiouanete 
of Napoléon, or tbe ancient jealouay of Bemadotte» 
contribttted most to thia event. It is certaîat bowerevy 
tbat tbe motives by wbicb tbe emperor wat actuated 
were tbote of bonour. ^* Denmark/' be said, *' waa 
bis most bitbful ally. Her attacbment to France 
bad cost ber ber fleet, and lad to tbe baming of ber 
capital. Wbat a base and treacberona retum sbould 
be make for a fidelity so decidedly and painfully 
proved, by wresting from ber Norway* to bestow it 
upon Swedenl'' 

In référence to tbe subsidy demanded of bim, be 
observedy as in tbe case (tf Turkey, *Ubat if tbe war 
were to be carried on merely \j money, England 
would always be able to outbid bim.'' And» lahat 
was still of more conseipience, *^ tbat a sanse of weak« 
noss and of sbame ever attended tbose wba svcceed«4 
by corruption/' The wound received by bit piide 
bere again agitating bis foelings, be closed tbe dis* 
cussion by exclaiming ** Bemadotte impose conditions 
on me l Dœs be tbink, tben, tbat I really need btm 7 
I will find means to cbain bim to my victorioua car, 
and force bim to follow my sovereign impulse.'' 

In tbe mean time Englandf active and observant^ 
and beyond tbe reaeb of injury» formed a correct 
judgment of the violence and momentousncss of tbe 
conflict, and found tbe Russians tractable to ber 



IZPIDITXON TO 11U88U. 41 

luggestions. It was Bngland that for the space of 
three yeari had endeavoured to drav off and exhauit 
the forcef of Napoléon in the défiles of** Spain ; and 
•he was now ready to take adrantage of the vindic» 
tive enmity of the prince of Sweden. 

Well aware that men who hare started into sud- 
den élévation are always uneasy and susceptible in 
the présence of those possessed of long-descended 
honours, she joined with Alexander in attracting 
Bemadotte by libéral promi8e9» and more especially 
by seductive manners. While the irritated Napo* 
leon was menacing the prince» they flatteringly ca- 
ressed him ; they promised both Norway and a sub- 
sidy, while Napoléon, not content with refusing that 
province because it belonged to a faithful ally, re* 
sentfully took possession of Pomerania. While Na- 
poléon, a prince solely of his own création, depending 
on the basis of treaties, on benefits long conferred, 
and on the real interests of Sweden, imperiously 
demanded assistance from Bemadotte, the hereditary 
sovereigns of London and Petersburg asked advice of 
him with déférence, and expressed an eagerness to 
avail themselres of the wise counsels of his expéri- 
ence. In short, while the genius of Napoléon, the 
grandeur of his élévation, the importance of his en- 
terprise, and the nature and habitude of their former 
mutual relations, occasioned Bemadotte to be still 
estimated as his lieutenant, they appeared already to 
respect him as their gênerai. How was it possible, 
on the one hand, not to wish to escape from such a 
painful sensé of inferiority; and, on the other, to 
resist assiduities and promises so seducing ? The 
interests of Sweden were accordingly sacriiiced, and 
her independence delivered over to the faith of Rus- 
sla; by the treaty of Petersburg whîch Bernadette 
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signed on tbe 2Uh of March in 181S* That of Bu* 
charest, betw«en Alexaoder and Malunoud, was coq* 
cluded on the S8th of May. Thui wo lost the sup 
port of both our wingt. 

The emperor of the Frenchi howerer^ at the head 
of more than fix hundred thousand œen, had ad« 
vanced too far to retreat, and hoped that his force woold 
décide erery thing ; that a victory on the Niémen 
would dissipate ail thoie diplomatie difficultiet» which 
he riewed, perhapt, with too great contempt; and 
that then the princes of Europe, compelled to acknow- 
ledge him ai ** star of the aacendent/' would presf for- 
ward to re-enter his system, and ail nore as satel» 
Ut#s withb its Tortex. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Ijt the mean time Napoléon oontinued at Paria in 
tha midit of bit great offieera of sUte, who viewad 
Mrith oousiderable alarm tbe approacbing oonfliol. 
Thèse last peraont bad not mucb to acquiret but they 
had mucb to préserve ; tbeir personal intereut, conae» 
quently, lad tbem to join in tbe gênerai visb of n»» 
tiona, now weary of war ; and» without ooateiting 
the utility of tbe présent esqpedition» tbey trembled u 
it drew near. Tbey talked of it, howaver» only 
among one another and in private, eitber fxovi tbe 
appréhension of exciting displeasure, of impairii^ 
the confidence of the people» or ofhaving tbeir pre* 
dictions falsified by the event. In Napoleon's pre« 
aencct therefore, they were perfeotly silent on tbe 
•abject, and seemed totally uninformed about a war 
which long had been a topio of conyersatlon through* 
eut Europe. 

But at length this respectful silence, which had 
been imposed in reality by himselfi annoyed him. 
He suspected it to imply rather disapprobation than 
discrétion ; it was no longer enough for him to obtain 
obédience, he must bave also conviction : bere wonld 
he new scope for conquest : he was, noreover, better 
acquainted tban aay other with that power of opinion 
which, according to hift own mazim, créâtes or destroye 
iovereignt. In fine, whether from polioy or vanity, 
he loved tp persuade. « 

Such were the dispositions of Napoléon and thoee 
of tlie great by whoœ he was surrounded. wben. the 
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veil being ready to be torn off, and the war appearing 
inévitable, their silence belbre him became more in- 
discreet than conversation conducted with a due de- 
grée of caution. Someofthem, therefore, began the 
subject themselveSy and otbers were anticipated by 
the emperon 

At firsti ail the difBculties of his situation ap- 
peared to be fully entered into : *** It was necessary to 
complète the work that had been begun. It was im« 
possible to stop on so steep an acclivity, and s6 near 
the sunmiit. The empire of Europe was suited to hie 
genius : France would be the centre and the base of 
it ; grand and compact herself, she would see around 
her only feeble states, so completely dlvided that ail 
coalition among them would be contemptible or xm- 
practicable ; but, with such an object in view, why 
had he not begun by subjecting and distributing what 
was intoiediately about him V 

To this objection Napoléon answered, *^ That that 
had been his project in 1809, in the Austrian war; 
but that the disaster of Esslingen had deranged his 
plan ; that that event, and the doubtful dispositions 
afterwards shewn by Russia, had led him to espouse 
an Austrian princess, and to support himself by the 
emperor of Austria against the emperor of Russia. 

** That he did not create circumstances, but that he 
would not willingly let them escape him; that he 
eonceived them ail, and as far as possible kept ready 
for their arrivai ; that he clearly saw the completion 
of his designs would require a dozen years, but that 
he had not time to wait for them. 

**Tliat, besides, the présent war had not been 
provoked by him: that he had faithfuUy kept his en* 

The Aich Cbaneellor. 
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gagçmenti with Aleauuid«r ; vhich wa» tuflScieotly 
proved by the eoldaeti that IM subsisted betweea 
iim and both Turkey Ani Swed«n„ which bad b«en 
surrendered to Ruaftia, tba ome abnost entire, the 
other disposseflsed of Finland and eyen of the isle of 
Alan, near as it was to Stockholm. That he had re- 
plied to the calla o{ the Swede^ in their distressi only 
>y reconmiendixig to them that oessioxu 

<<Thatt notwUhstandingi in 1809, the Rueeian 
anay deetlned to act in concort with Poniatowski ia 
Austrian Oallicia had arrived both too late and toc 
weak, and had also acted treacherouely ; that, after^ 
wards, Alexander, by a ukiase dated Slst of Decem* 
ber 1810,; had brokenthrough the continental System» 
andy by his prohibition, actually declared war upon 
French commerce i that he vas well avare ha might 
b3 under constrajnt bothfroo^ the national interest 
and feeling of the Russiani, but that; he had at the 
time informed the emperor that he could fblly enter 
into his situation, and was read^ to agrée to any 
arrangement that his eaae and coxvïort rtquired ; and 
yet, that Alexander, instead of modifying his uk^se, 
had assembled an army of ninety tbou^and men under 
pretence of supporting his custom-hpuse officers { that 
be had sufFered Ëngland to preyail upon him ; finally , 
that even to the présent day that prince had refused to 
recognisethe thirty-second military division, and de* 
nianded the évacuation of Prussia by the Fx%nch, 
which waa équivalent to a décoration of war." 

Throughout this long séries of complaints it was 
thought clearly perceivable that the pride of Na« 
poleon was hurt at the independent attitude exhîbited by 
Russia more and more strikingly every day. The ex- 
pulsion of the Russian princess of Oldenburg from her 
duohy brought with it other cocyectures : it wat wàk 
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that certab intiir ationi thrown out either at Tilsit ot ai 
Erfurt reipecting a divorce» after which a more close 
alliance tnight be contracted with Rusiia, had met 
with no encouragement, and that Napoléon bore that 
ilight ttill in his memory ; this fact if aaterted by 
some, and denied by others. 

The Tarions passions, howerer, by which other 
men are so despotically govemed, were impulses too 
weak to operate with great effect upon a genins so 
firm and yast as his. They could at most only influ- 
ence the first steps which hastened him forward some» 
what sooner than he intended. But, without at- 
tempting to penetrate too far into the recesses of such 
a mighty mind, one single idta, onc évident fact, 
was sufficient to hâve urged him sooner or latcr to 
this décisive struggle this was the existence of an 
empire which rivalled his own by equal grandeur, was 
still young, like the prince who govemed it, and 
growing and improvîng every day ; while the French 
empire, already mature like its emperor, could hence- 
forward exhibit nothing but declension. 

Notwithstanding the height to which he had raised 
the throne of the south and webt of Europe, Napo* 
leon pcrceived the northem throne of Alexander still 
ready to overwhelm him trom a position eternally 
threatening and impending. On those icy summits ôi 
Europe, whence formerly issued such floods of barba» 
rians, hc perceived ail the éléments of a new inun* 
dation combining for destruction. Hitherto Austria 
and Prussia had proved sufficient barriers ; but thèse 
had been subverted or reduced by himself ; he re« 
mained alone, therefore, in the fieid, the single de- 
fender of the civilization, the wealth, and ail the 
enjoyments of the nations of the south against the 
Ignorant barbarism and ferocions rapacity of the needy 
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inhabitants of the north, and agabst the ambition of 
their emperor and his nobility. 

It was évident that war only could settle this grand 
contesty this momentous and eternal struggle of the 
poor against the rich; and yet, on our sidei that 
war was not European, nor even national. Europe 
marehed to it with reluctance, because the object of 
the expédition was to add to the strength of him 
who had conquered her. Ezhausted France panter 
for repose; even those who constituted Napoleon's 
court were alarmed at thus doubling the théâtre of . 
war, and extending our arxnies from Cadiz to Mos- 
cow; and, while ail admitted that a nécessité 
for this roomentous conflict must inevitably arrive, 
ita présent urgency was deemed by no means ob« 
yions. 

They knew that it was on the point of policy they 
had the best chance of shaking the détermination of a 
prince whose principlo it wa6, '' that there are some 
men whose conduct can seldom be regulated by their 
feelings, but always by their circumstances." FoU 
lowing up this idea, it was remarked to him by one 
of his ministers *, ** that the state of his finances ré* 
quired repose;" but he replied, ** On the contrary, 
they are embarrassed, and require a war/'. Another 
of them obserred, t '* that the state of his revenues 
had in fact never been in a more satisfactory state ; 
that excepting one account, of.betweeu three and 
four thousand millions of francs, it vras really matter 
of admiration to find that we were without any de* 
mandable debt ; but that this extraordinary prosperity 
was now near its termination, since it appeared that 
a ruinous campaign was to commence with 1818; 

« Cpunt MoUten. t Th« Duke of Gaeta. 
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that liitlierto war had been maintained bjr war ; thut 
the table had been eretywhere found ready «pread 
for U8 ; hotrever, that* in future we oould no longer 
lire at the expense of Germany, which waa now our 
ally, but instead of that should be obliged to mainlMn 
lier contingente, and to do it without any hope of 
indemnity, whaterer mîght be our i uccess, for every 
ration of bread eoneumed at Moscow must be paid for 
at Paris, the new fîeld of battle preeenting no^^her 
harrest, with the exception of glory, than hemp, tar, 
and maste, which certainly would do little towarda 
defraying the expense» of a conti|iental war. That 
France was in no state thus to become the paymaster 
of Europe, and more particularly eo at the moment 
When its resources were rapidly draining off into 
Spain ; that it would be «etting fire to the two ex- 
tremities, from which it might easily reach the centre, 
aiready ekhausted by so many efforts, and thus end 
in consuming our«elres/' 

This minister was listened to with attention ; and 
the emperor bestowed on him a smile of complacency, 
accompanied with one of those caresses which were 
familiar to him. He thought he had produced con- 
viction; but Napoléon said, **I>o you think, then, 
that I do not know by whom the expenses of the war 
shall be défrayée V* The duke was Just about to ia« 
quire upon whom it could possibly be meant that juch 
a burden shonld fall, when the emperor, by a single 
wordy disclosing ail the grandeur of his projectSf 
closed the mouth of the astonished minister. 

He saw, howerer, rery clearly ail the difficulties 
of his enterprise. The case just adyerted to is, pro* 
bably, what drew on him the reproach of having 
arailed himself of means which he had rejected with 
disdain in the war against Austria, and of which 
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tiid oelebrated Pitt, in 1793, had fumished the ex* 
ample. 

Aboat the close of 161 1 the prefect of police at Parie 
discoyered, it is said, that a eertain printer was dandes* 
tinely engaged in counterfeitîng Russian bank-notes. 
Persons were despatched to apprehend him, but ha 
resisted ; his house, however, was at length forced, 
and he was carried before the magistrate, who was 
astonilhed at the confidence which he manifested, and 
fitill more so, on his declaring that he was under the pro- 
tection of the minister of police. He was instantly 
liberated ; it is eyen added, that he continued hie oc* 
cupation, and that, after our entrance into Lithuania, 
we circulated the report that, at Wilna, we had 
found many millions of Russian bank-notes in the 
army-chests of the enemy. 

Whatever was the origin of that oounterfeit money, 
Napoléon could not look at it without disgust. It is 
uncertain whether he ever actually determined to use 
it ; at least, it is well known^ that in passing through 
Wilna, on our retreat, the gpreater part of thèse notes 
were found there untouched, and bumt by his orders. 



CHAPTER II. 

In the mean time, Poniatowski, on whom this ex- 
pédition seemed not unlikely to confer a throne, gene- 
rously joined the ministers of the emperor in their 
endeavours to convince him of its danger. Patriotism 
was in that prince a genuine and powerful passion, 
as was evinced both by hi« life and by his death ; it did 
not, however, blind or impair his understanding. 
He described Lithuania as an almost impracticable 
désert ; its nobility as already more than half Russian ; 
Vol. I. D 
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and the character of its inhabitantf as cold and witb- 
out energy ; but the emperor interrupted him with 
Impatience : he wanted to be informed of inducementf, 
not of cbeckf , to the enterprise. 

The greater nart of thèse objectionSf indeedf were 
only a feeble rq>etition of thoee which had long since 
presented themselvea to bis own mind. It was little 
imagined how carefuUy he had estimated the danger, 
and what multiplied efforts he had made, since the 
SOth of December, 1810, to become acquainted with 
the gronnd which was infallibly destined, sooner or 
later, to become the théâtre of a décisive war ; how 
many emissaries he had employ^d to reconnoitre It; 
and what yarious memoirs he had procured to be 
drawn up on the routes to Fetersburg and Moscow, 
on the dispositions of the inhabitants, particularly ot 
the mercantile classes, and on ali the natural resaurcet 
that the country could supply : if ho still persisted in 
his design, it was not in conséquence of bis parti- 
cipating in the mistaken confidence in his force 
which many entertained, and which, perhaps, pre- 
vented their perceiving of what high importance the 
weàkening of Russia was to the future existence of 
the grand French empire. 

In this view, he again addressed himself to three of 
his great ofïicers *, whose known services and attach- 
ment authorized directness and freedoiq, and ail of 
^hom had, at différent periods, become acquainted 
with Russia as ministers, envoys, and ambassadors. 
His grand object was to convince them of the utility, 
justice, and necessity of the war* By one of them 
particularly t he was often interrupted with impa- 

* The Dake of Friuli, Count Seiçur the fatber of tbt wihot, 
•nd the I>ake of Vtceoza. 
t Tïie Duke of Vtcenza. 



^^^■«^i"^^^^P^^i^^W"WP^i^»"l^i^»W»^»F»«PW»'^^»»W-^P||fi 



EXPEDITION TO EUSSU» 6t 

« 

lience ; for, when a discusiion was admitted of, Na* 
poleon suffered it to procecd desultorily and freely. 

ïhat Btate ofHcer giving way to the impetuous and 
inflexible franknoss which he derived from his- cha« 
racter, his military éducation, and, perhaps, from the 
province of his birth, observed, ** that he ought not 
to deceive himself, or endeavour to deceive others « 
that, after possessing himself of the continent, and 
eyen of the family estâtes of his ally, lie could not 
becomingly accuse that ally of breaking through the 
continental System I While the French armies covered 
the face of Europe, how vras it possible to reproach 
Russia for her army ? Ought the ambition of Napo- 
léon to denounce the ambition of Alexander ? 

*^ That, besides, the détermination of that prince 
was settled ; that when Russia was once invaded, no 
peace was to be expected while a single Frenchman 
remained in her territory ; that, in this instance, the 
national and obstinate pride of the Russians corre- 
sponded with tliat of thcir emperor. 

^' That his subjects, indeed, accused him of weak* 
ness, but that in this they were wrong. That his 
charaoter ought not to be judged of from his com- 
plaisances and compliances at Tilsit and Erfiirt, to 
which he had been induced by his admiration, his 
inexpérience, and somo portion of ambition. That 
that prince was a loyer of justice, that he was tena- 
cious of having right on his side, and, till he fclt 
himself supported by that, might hesitate, but after- 
wards became inflexible ; and that, considering him 
in référence to his subjects, he would find more dan- 
ger in making a disgraceful peace than in carrying on 
an unsuccessful war. 

«^ In short, how was it possible not to see thât m 
this war wo had every thing to fear, even our very 
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allies f Did not Napoléon near their unbappy Idngg 
déclare that they vrere no more than hu prefects? 
Tliey, ail only vaited for an opportunity to tnm 
against him; why, theui mn the risk of supplying 
them with one V 

The gênerai, then, supported by his two collaagoee, 
added, ** that from 1805 a tyftem of warfare, whicfa 
eompelled the nx>8t disciplined soldier to pillage^ had 
eowed the needt of hatred throughout Germany^ 
which the emperor nowintended to leave behind him. 
Wat he then really going to conduct hit army beyond 
ail those varions states and nations» whose wounds had 
been inflicted on them by us, and were yet far from 
being cicatrized ? What fearful hostility and deadiy 
rengeance wouid he thus place between himself and 
France I 

** And on whom had he reiied for his poinis d*ap' 
puii On that same Prussia, which, for five years* 
we had been actually preying apon, and whose al* 
liance was forced and hoUow ; so that he was going to 
fonn the longest line of opérations erer traced out, 
orer a country in which terror reigned in ail its si* 
lence, obseqniousness, and perfidy, and which, like 
the crater of a volcano, contained the materials of 
tremendons fires, of which the slightest colliskm 
might prodnce the éruption *. 

*^ After ail t, howerer, what good would he dérive 
from so many conquests ? from substitutîng for kings 
lieutenants, who^ more ambitions than the gênerais 
o( Alexander, would perhaps imitate them, withoat 
waiting, as they did, for the death of their sorereign; 
that death which, otherwieet mnst be iniallibly met 

• The Duke of Vic«nfa« and Couat Segur, the author'a 
ftiher. 
t ConacflMfttr. 
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on one out of so many fîelds of battle, and before he 
had xnatured and Consolidated hi8 work, as each new 
war would awaken the secret hopes of the yarious 
parties in the interior, and stir up questions which 
were before settled *, 

^^ Did he wish to be made acquainted with the 6en« 
timents of the army ? They said^ that his best sol« 
diers were in Spain ; that régiments, when too fre* 
quently recruited, were déficient in proper intimacy 
and syttipathy, that the men had scarcely any know* 
ledge of each other; that each was doubtfîil whether 
he could dépend upon the others for support in the 
hour of danger ; that the fîrst rank in vain concealed 
the inefficiency of the two others; that already, 
through extrême youth or weakness of constitution, 
numbers had sunk during the iirst marches under the 
mère weight of their knapsacks and arms. 

** And yet, in this expédition, it was not so much 
the war that excited dissatisfaction, as the country 
into which it was to be carried ! Th,e Lithuanians had 
inyited us, it was said; but to what soil? into 
what climate ? itmidst what description of manners ? 
Thèse had been too well ascertained by the campaign 
of 1806. In those endless and level plains, destitute 
of every species of position fortified by art or nature, 
where could an army hait in security? 

«« Every 6ne knew that ftom the fîrst of October 
tili that of June thèse countries were def^nded by the 
strength of ail the éléments; and that, excepting 
in the short interval between those points of time, an 
army drawn into thèse déserts of mire or ice might 
there perish entirely and ingloriously. They added, 
that, in habits and manners, Ldthuania was already more 

• The Duke of Friuli> Coubt Scgur, and the Duke of Vi* 
censa, . 
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like Aiia eren than Spain was like Africa ; and that 
the French araiy* allhoogh baniahed from Fraooe by 
a perpétuai war, would wiah, at leaft, to remain Bu* 
TOpean* 

** To conclude : on meeting the enemy in thèse hor« 
rid wastes, hy what différent motives and feelings 
would the opposing hosts be actuated 1 The Russiaas, 
hy patriotism, independence, and every prirate and 
public interest, including eyen the best wishes of onr 
own allies ! Ourselres, in opposition to ail the mighty 
obstacles to our suocess, by glory merely ; glory even 
without cupidity, to which the frightÂil poverty of 
those climates presented no temptation [ 

** And what was the object of ail thèse labours ? 
The French, even already, scarcely recognised them^ 
sdves or one another in a country no longer bonnded 
by any natural frontier, and eadiibiting so great a dl* 
versity of manners, physiognomy, and language." 
On the same topic, the eldest * of thèse state of&cers 
added, ^< that it was impossible so to extend and not 
to weaken; that it was sinking France in Etarope; 
fort in fact, whenever Franee became Europe» she 
would be no longer France : already, the removal of 
such numbers appeared to be leaving her solitary» 
deserted, withoat a chiefi without an army, and ac« 
cessible to every attack: who would then défend 
her?'' My renawn (exclaimed the emperor) : / lecgte 
to her my name^ and ihe fear impited hy cm armed 

nation I 

And, without appearing at ail shaken by so many 
objections, he announoed '« that he was going to or* 
ganise the empire into cohorts of ban and arri^re^banf 
and should leave to Frenchmen with perf eot confidence 
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the guardianship of France, of his orown* and of 
liis glory." 

** That, with respect to Prussia, he had secured her 
remaining tranquil by putting it out of her power to 
move even in case of a defeat, or of a descent by 
England on the coasts of the North Sea and in our 
rear ; that he held in his own hand both the civil and 
miiitary administration of that kingdora ; that he wa» 
master of Stettin, Custrin, Glogau, Torgau» Span- 
dau, and Magderbu!rg; that he would station clever 
officers at Colberg» and an army at Berlin ; and that, 
with theae means and précautions, and the iidelity of 
Saxony, he had nothing to apprehend from Prussian 
hostility. 

*^ That^ as to the rest of Germany, ancient policy 
attached it to France, as well as tlie intermarriages 
with the housea of Baden, Bavaria, and Auj/ria; 
and that he dèpended with confidence upon those of 
its kings who were indebted for their new titles to 
himself. That,'after having bound anarchy in chains, 
and ranged himaelf on the side of kings, the latter 
oould effeotually assail him. In the présent height of 
his power, only by kindling in their subjects the prin* 
ciples of detnocracy ; bnt that sovereigns would cer* 
tainly nerer thus ally themselves with that natural 
enemy of thrones, which, but for him, would haye 
overtumed them, and from which he only could dé- 
fend them. 

'^ That, besides, the Germans were of a slow and 
plodding geniuB, and would always allow him suffi- 
cient time ; that he govemed in ail the fortresses of 
Pinissia ; that Dantzio was a second Gibraltar (which 
was incorrect, and especially in winter) ; that Russia 
ought to excite the alarm of Europe, both by her 
military and conquering government and by her 






tarage population ; to her already immenf e nomberÉ, 
she added half a million every year, and her aimtes 
had been seen throughout Italy, in Oermany, and on 
the Rhine f That, in demanding the. eracuation of 
Pruflsia, she required what wae impossible, as hic 
witbdrawing from Prussia, after haring so hnmbled 
and irrltated her, would be deliyering her into th« 
hands of Russia, who would instantly direct her power 
against us." 

Then pursuing the subjeet with more animation, 
^< Why/' said he, ** menace my absence with différent 
parties in the interior of the empire ? Where are 
they ? I know only of one against me, that of some 
royalists, the greater part of the ancient noblesse^ men 
at once old and inezperienced ; but even they fear 
my ruin more than they désire it. That is what I 
actually told them in Normandy* I am celebrated as 
a great captain and an able politician, but littlc 
spoken of in référence to tha home administration of 
govemment ; yet the most difficult and the most use- 
fui thing I ever accomplished was stemming the torrent 
of révolution; it would hâve overwhelmed every 
thing, Europe, and yourselves! I united the most 
discordant parties, and blended rival classes; and 
yet it seems there are among you a few obstinate no* 
blés who stlU hold out. They refuse to accept places 
of me ! And of what conséquence is that to me 7 It 
is for your own benefit, for your own safety, that I 
offer them to you. What could you do by yourselves, 
and without me ? You are a mère handful against 
vast masses ! Do you not perceive that this war be- 
tween ' the third estate' and the noblene must be ter- 
minated by completely amalgamating what is best in 
both classes ? I hold out my hand to you, and you 
reject it ; but what need hâve I of you ? When I 
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support you, I injure myself in the opinion of the 
people ; for what am I ? king of * the third estate ;' 
'> not that sufficient ?" 

Then, adverting wilh less agitation to another topio» 
** He knew/' he said, '* the ambition of his generala, 
but its point was turned aside by war ; and, in iti ex* 
cess, it would never fînd support from French sol- 
diers, who were too high-spirited and too ardently 
attached to their admirable CQuntry. That, if war 
was perilous, peace likewise had its dangers ; that by 
leading back his armies into the interior, he should 
enclose and concentrate within it too large a mass of 
audacioas interest and passion, which leisuro and 
communication would occasion to ferment, and which 
he should then be no longer able to control ; that a 
direction must be given to thèse dangerous influences ; 
and that, after ail, he feared less from them abroad 
than at home/' 

Finally, he observed, ** You fear war on accoun^ 
of my life. It was thus tliat at the time of the con* 
spiracies it was attempted to terrîfy me about Georges. 
He was crossing my path everywhere î The villain 
might fire at me ! What if he had done so 7 He 
would at most hâve killed my aid-de-camp ; but as to 
killing me that was impossible ! Had I then accom- 
plished the decrees of destiny ? I feel myself urged 
onward to a purpose that I know not : when I hâve 
attained it, whcn I can be no longer useful to it, an 
atom will hâve power to destroy me ; but till then ail 
human efforts against me will avail nothing. In Paris, 
or with the army, therefûre, the case is the same. 
When my hour shall come, a fçver or a fall in hunt- 
ing will kill me as effectually as a buUet : days are 



This opinion, serviceable in the moment of danger 
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frequentljr deceires oonquerorf as to the price really 
paid for their great atchievements. They are fond of 
believing in prédestination, either from a greater eK* 
perience than others hâve of whatever is unexpected 
and unaccountable in the course of human affairs, or 
because it frees them from a too heavy load of re* 
sponsibility. Such observation^ were too much in tha 
tone of the time of the Crusades, in which the phrase» 
** It is the will of God/' was deemed a sufiicient an« 
swer to ail the objections of a prudent and pacifie 
policy. 

In fact» the expédition of Napoléon to Russia bears 
a melancholy resemblance to those of St. Louis to 
Egjrpt and Africa. Thèse invasions, the two latter 
of which were undertaken for the interests of heaven^ 
and the other for those of earth, had a similar termi- 
nation; and the world may leam from those great 
disasters, that thé profoundly-calculated projects of an 
âge of illumination may be attended with the same 
resuit as the wild bursts of religions frenzy in âges of 
ignorance and superstition* 

We do not, however, compare those expéditions with 
respect either to their propriety of object, or to their 
chances of success. That to Russia was indispensable 
to the completion of a grand design nearly accom- 
plished ; its object was not beyond reach ; the means 
for attaining it were sufEcient ; the time for under- 
taking it might, perhaps, be ill-chosen ; its move* 
ment might be sometimes precipitate, and sometimes 
hesitating: in thèse respects facts will speak» and 
according to them we must décide. 



• 
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CHÂPTER IIL 

Thcts did 47apoleon answer every objection* Hii 
skilful tact could mould to his purpose every mind ; 
and, in fact, when he made efforts to persuade, there 
was in his conversation a species of enchantment 
which it was impossible to resist : the persons he ad* 
dressed felt their comparative weàkness, and were con- 
atrained toyield underhis influence. It was, if we may 
80 express it, a species of magnetic power ; for his 
ardent and versatile genius was oompletely absorbed 
in every object which he desired, whether trifling or 
momentous. Whatever design he formed, ail his 
powers and faculties were united for its accomplish» 
ment : they hastened, they even rushed to his service» 
and, docile to his bidding, instantly assumed the 
forms that pleased him. 

Accordingly, nearly ail whom he endeavoured to 
engage in his schemes found themselves unresistingly 
carried away by his persuasions. It was flattering to 
behold the master of Europe appearing animated by 
no other ambition, no other object, than to produce 
in them conviction ; to see those features, which were 
80 terrible to others, beaming on them with the most 
impressive and affectionate benevolence ; to peroeive 
that ^vonderful, that mysterious man, whose every 
Word xnerited the notice of history, giving way, as it 
were for their sake only, to the irrésistible attraction 
of the most artless and confidential communication. 
The voice which addressed them in accents of such 
tenderness was the same as that the slightest tone of 
which resounded throughout Europe, the same as that 
which proclaimed wars, decided battlea, fixed the fat« 
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of empires, raised up or cast dov/n réputations ! What 
vanity could resist the charm of such powerful se 
duction ? it operated upon them on every side, and 
his éloquence was proportionally more persuasive, as 
he appeared to be completely persuaded himself . 

In the présent instance there were no colours, how* 
ever varied, whicli his vivid and fertile imagination 
did not employ to set off his scheme, in order to induce 
his hearers to adopt it both with conviction and de* 
ligh|. The same text supplied him with a thousand 
différent arguments ; he was inspired by the individual 
character and circumstances of each of the interlo* 
aitors in turn, and engagea him to the euterprise by 
painting it under the form, with the tints, and in the 
aspect best adapted to attract and please him. 

We hâve seen tbat, in order to obtain the appro- 
bation of him who objected to the conquest of Russia 
the expense that ibust attend it, he disclosed the plan 
by which others might be made to pay it. 

To the military man, whc was startled at the dan« 
gers of the expédition, but who might be easily won 
over by suggestions fiavourable to his ambition, he 
observed, that peace was et Constantinople, that i^, 
at the very extremity of Europe : the porson thus 
addressed waj consequmtly at liberty not only to spe* 
culate fm the probability oi his ol)taining a marshaKs 
bâton, but to indulge.pretensiotis even to a sceptre, 

To a minister * who. had been brought up in the 
jftncient system,and who would naturally be confounded 
and aghast at the idea of the effusion of so much 
blood, and the indulgence of bo much ambition, he 
remarked, ^* that it was a war of . pure and abtolute 
policy ; that he was going to Russia merely to fight 

• Count MoU. 



airSDlTlOK TO RVMU. SI 

•gainst Bngland ; that th€ camtmgn vnmli be tkort ; 
that it8 conclusion would bring repose ; tHat tbis wae 
tiie fiftb aot, tbe dénouement of tbe pièce.*' 

With othén, it was the power and ambition of Rui* 
aia, and the force of erents, bjr which he was urged to 
the war» against his declded inclination. To the su* 
perfioial and inexperienced» for whom he wouM aoc 
take tbe trouble to explain or to dislemble, he abruptly 
said, V You know notbing at ail about the matter ; 
fou are ignorant both of causes and conséquences." 

But to the pidnoes of his own' fasnily he had long 
since fuUy declared his mind. He oomplained that 
they did uot justly appreciate bis situation) **Do 
you noit perçoive/' said hct ^* that I was not bom to 
the throne ; that I can keep it only by the same means 
by which I mounted it, by glory ; that tiiat glory must 
fo on constantly increasing ; that one who, like roe» 
bam a private iodiridual bas become a sovereign, can 
never stand «till ; that he «aust be inceasantly ad* 
taacing ; and that if he romains stationary, he is 
imdone." 

Ha then poiat6d to the array of ail the ancient 
éynasties in arms against his own, oontriving pk)ts, 
iprepariag wars, and eager to destroy in him tbe dan* 
gerous example of a self-created king* It was oto that 
aooeunt that every peace appeared to him to be a con- 
«piracy of tbe weak against tbe strong, of the con» 
quered against the conquerors, and moire partioularly 
of the great by btrth, agaikMt those whe had bicorne 
great through talent. Ail the successive coalitions 
had confirmed him in thèse appréhensions. He had, 
4n fact, frequently entertained the idea of abolisbiiig 
every ancient dynaaty in Europe, and institudng, him- 
«elf alona, an epock wbich ahould be a new era ibr 
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tbronef , and under whxch ereiy thiiig shoukl date from 
him. 

Thut completely did he open hif mind and teeling» 
to the members of bis own familjr in ririd deicrip- 
tions of his political position, which, petha]^, will at 
présent be deemed neitber false nor overcharged» 
The amiable Joséphine, however, always affectionately 
watchful to restrain and tranquillize him« had often 
Muggeêteà to him, *^ that, although he was conscious of 
the superiority of his genius, he did not seem sensible 
of that of his power, but, as in the case of per- 
sons addicted to jealousy, was incessantly reqniring 
proofs of it. How was it possible, that, amidst the 
pealing acclamations of Europe, his susceptible ear 
could distinguish a few scattered roices contesting his 
legitimacy? His solicitons mind was too apt' thns to 
seek agitation as its élément; and, while strong to 
désire, but thus feeble to enjoy, it wonld be himself 
alone that he would be unable to conquer." 

But in Biay, 1811, Joséphine was separated from 
Napoléon; and, although he still visited her with 
i;^spectful and friendly attention, the voice of the ex« 
empress had lost that influence which springs from 
uiiinterrupted présence and habits of confldential and 
affectionate communication. 

In the mean time new contentions with the pope 
still farther complicated the position of France. Na* 
poleon appliedon this occasion to Cardinal Fesch. The 
cardinal was a zealous churchman, and had ail the 
impetuosity of the Italian character : he defended the 
papal rights with ardour and obstinacy ; and, so warm 
were his discussions with the emperor, that, on a pre- 
ceding occasion, the latter, in a state of high irrita 
tion, exclaimed, **that he would compel' him to obe« 
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di«ae« V «< Who," replied the cardinal, '' diapntM 
your power? but force io not reason: for, if I bave 
reason on my aide, ail the power you possees cannot 
put me intbe wirong. Be8ide8,your majetty knows tbat 
I am not afraid of martyrdom." ** Martyrdom !V replied 
Napoleon^passing instantly from anger to smilei, ** pray 
do not flatter yourself, my lord cardinal, with that: 
two parties must be concemed in that aifair ; and, as 
to myself, I do not mean to make a martyr of any body." 
Thèse discussions, it is said, assumed a graver cast 
about the close of 1811. It is stated by one who was 
présent at:them,'that the cardinal, who had hitherto 
kept aloof from politics, at that time blended them 
with religions controversy ; that he conjured.Napo* 
leon not. so to persévère in assailing men, éléments, 
and religions, earth and heayen, at the same time; 
and that he at last expressed the appréhensions he felt 
of his sinking under the weight of such complicated 
hostility. 

In reply to this spirited attack, the emperor taking 
him by tbe hand, andleading him to the window, 
merely said to him on opening it, ** Do you see yonder 
star?"—** No Sire."—" Look attentirely."— " Sire, I 
do not see it."— «« Well ! I do," said Napoléon. The 
cardinal was both astonished and silenced, conceiying 
that noihuman voice was strong enough to make an 
impression on that colossal ambition which had al- 
ready reached the heavens. . 

The witness, howerer» of this extraordinary scène, 
understoodthe words of his sovereign in a totally dif- 
férent sensé. They appeared to him by no means to 
express any predumptuous confidence in his fortune, 
but rather the différence existing between the extend- 
ed views of his own genius and the contracted policy 
of the cardinal. 



Botiy erea admittiiig thftt Napoléon wai not exempt 
from a tendency to supentitioa, hls mind was at oooe 
too &rni and enlightened to hingeaifairs of enoh higk 
atîd momentoot magnitude upon a weaknets* O^e 
great uneatinetf preyed upon him, whioh waa the an* 
ticipation of a ipeedy death, mneh ae he appeared to 
brave and court it. He feh hif strenglh decdining, 
and feared that* when he was no more, tiie Freneh em« 
pire, that grand trophy of ail hit toile and rictoriefl, 
would be dismembered. 

The Ruf sian emperor, he said, was the only so?e- 
reign who still pressed upon the sunnnit of that rast 
édifice* In the vigour of youth and spirits, hii rirnl 
was stiil advancing in strength, while his was already 
in the wane. His agitated mind descried Alexander 
on the banks of the Niémen, waiting only ior the Intel- 
ligence of his death to pluck from the hands of his fee* 
ble suocessor the sceptre of Europe. ** AU Italy, Swit* 
zerland, Austria, Prussia, and the whole of Germany, 
were now marching under his eagks; andnow,there« 
fore» was the time for him to hasten to jnrerent the dan* 
ger, and consolidate the power, of the great empire, by 
forcing Alexander, weakened as he would be by the 
loss of ail Poland, beyond the Boristhenes, and limiting 
the Russian dominion by that boundary/' 

Such was the language he uttered in the priracy of 
friendship. It undoubtedly expresses the true motive 
to that dreadful war. With respect to his précipitation 
in commencing it, he seems on that point to hâve been 
influenced by the anticipation of a specdy death. He 
was daily andhourly corroded by a morbid humour dif* 
fiised throttghout his frame, to which he imputed 
his irritability, '' but without which,'' said he, «< battles 
are not to be won/' 

Which of us is so intimately acquainted with the 
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hântan orgaAization^ as to assert with' jnst confidence, 
that this secret ' disease was not one of the causes of 
Ihat restless aotivity which hastened on eyents, and 
which led both to his greatness and his fall ? 

This formidable enemy gradually increased in power, 
and indicated itself by an internai pain and spasms in 
the stomach. In 1800| at Warsaw, Napoléon was 
heard* to cry ont in one of the paroxysms of his ma- 
lady, ^* that hebore abbut in his frame the principle 
of a prématuré dissolution; and that he shoulddie of 
the saiàe complaint as his father/' 

Alrèady he began to be fatigued by hunting, in its 
(fentiest form^ and by moderate exercise on horse- 
back : how, then; could he support the long journeys, 
aiid' rapid and violent movements, which were inévi- 
table in war? Thus, while almost ail, even of those 
iuïmediately about his person, considered him as sti- 
mulated to the enterprise by his high ambition, the 
restleasiiess of his spirit, and his fbndhess for war, 
in silence and solitude he deeply pondered on its 
enormous difficulties, and, urged on by what he 
deemed nêcessity, decided on it only after painful hé- 
sitation 

At length, on the third of Augus t , 1 8 1 1 , in the course 
of a public audience, at which the envoys of ail Europe 
were présent, he abruptly disclosed his sentunents; 
But thitf explosion, although a présage of war, was 
one proof mord of his répugnance to engage in it. 
PerhapfT the defeat which the Russians had just expe» 
riended at Roùtschoîik had elevated his hopes, and he 
might think it possible to stop Alexander's prépara- 
tion by menaces, 

Prinoe Kourakin was the person to whom he spoke. 

* BjT Count Loban. 
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That ambaMador had been jutt proteating.tke paeMb 

intentioiu 6i hU sovereign : ** No/' said ha^ intemipt- 

ing himf .** )rour master is retolred on war; and I knoir 

from my gênerais, tbat the Rtttsiaa annief are ad- 

yancing to the Niémen! The empeior Alexander 

beguilev and wins over ail my envojra/* Then, per^ 

ceiving Caulaincourt, he r^pi<Ûy traversed the hall oC 

audience, and, addreising him witb véhémence, ** Yea,^ 

said he, ** you also are become a Rasaian ; you hâve 

been gained orer by the emperor Alexander." The 

duke anawered with fimmess^ ** Yes» sire, on thii quee* 

tion, becauae on that I believe him to be a Fiench* 

man.'^ Napoléon wa« tilent : but from that moment 

he manifested great coolness to that etate^oAeer, 

without declining hia attendance, or treatmg him with 

rudeness. He even made yariona attenqrte by new 

arguments, blended with caresting attentions, to in* 

duce him to adopt his opinions : but he ibiind him on 

every occasion inflexible; offering his seryioes, bat 

withbolding his approbation. 
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CHAPTBE IV. 

Whils Napoléon, ixrged on by his eharaeter, pesltion, 
.ind circumstances, appeared thns to be longing for, 
and hastening the moment of balitle, he kept within his 
own breast the secret of his perplexity. The year 
18U had passed away in discussions respecting peace, 
and in préparations for war ; that of 181f was an4y« 
ed, and the horizon had already become. oioomy and 
and louring. Our armies in Spain had met with re- 
verses; Ciudad Rodrigo had been taken by the 
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Engliflh * ; the discussionB betwe«n Nupoleon and th» 
Pope had assumed a tone of bitteraeti; Kutiuofft 
had destroyed the Turkish anny on the Danube ; in 
France itBelf disturbancea ezisted» in conséquence of a 
scaroity of provisions : in short) etery thiog «rat eal* 
qulated to caU ofF Napoleon's attention from Russie, 
and fix it steadily on France ; and, instead of obeti- 
nately sbutting his eyes to them, he rather reoof nised 
in thèse disastrous circumstances the admonhfeas of a 
fortune which had ever yet beeil faltbful to hinu 

ït was more particularly during the long nighis of 
winter, which naturally bring vrith them solitude and 
méditation, that bis guardian star seeqiwd to shed on 
hhn her best and purest light $ i% ppinted out to him 
the tutelary genii of the yarious natms he had sub* 
jugated awaiting in silence the n^ipent of their yen* 
geance ; the dangers he was hasteniog to meet, those 
he lAft behind him, those immediately doee to him( 
that, like *he returiM of tbe force a£ bis anny, the po» 
pulation tables of his empire wtre delulive, not in 
numerical, but real force : tbey included only old meii, 
rendered such by the course of natuve or by war, and 
children; scarcely any men in the yâgour of their 
strength 1 What had become of ail thèse t The tears 
of wives, the lamentations of mothers^ too clearly told ! 
fiowed down in grief and labour to the earth, which 
without their exLertions ivould romain uaoultiyaited, 
they execrat^d w»r, which they considered as personi» 
fied in him ^ 

And yet, withQut ha^ing oonquored Spain, he was 
now going to attack Russia; totally forget&il of that 
principle of which he had himself so frequenlly given 

• On the leth of January, laiS. 
t On ihe eth Decemberi 1811. 



M flXSTOftT OV NAPOLIOV't 

both the precept and example, *< nerer to attack more 
than one point at a time, and to do that always in a 
mas?/' Why would he abandon a situation splendid^ 
although not perfectly secure, to throw himself into 
a position so frightfally critical that the least check 
might niin eyery thing, and eyery reverse would be 
decisiye ? 

At such a séason, no necessity of position, no feel« 
ings of sélf-loye could prerail upon Napoléon to con- 
test his own reasonings, and prevent him from listen- 
ing to himself. . Accordingly, he became ^nxious and 
agitatéd. He coUected accounts of the power and re« 
sources of every state in Europe ; and, after procuringf 
an exact and complète summary of them, became ab* 
sorbed in the prbfound study of ît: his anziety daily 
increaséd ; indeed, to him irrésolution was torture. 

He was frequently seen for hours together half-re» 
dining on a sofa, wrapt in the most intense médita- 
tion. Then, with a sudden and conyulsiye start, he broke 
from his trance, exclaiming aloud, as if he had heard his 
name mentioned, **Who calls me?'^ Instantly ris- 
ing, and rapidly pacing hit room, he at length cried, 
** N0| undoubtedly ! nothing is sufficiently fixed around 
me, or eren immediately close to me, for a war so dis- 
tant; it must be put off for three years/' He then 
hastily dictated a note containing a project for ap- 
pointing his father-in-law the emperor of Austria, 
to act as mediator between Russia, England, and 
France. 

He afterwards read what hehad dictated, but with- 
out signing it. When the omission was suggested to 
him, he replied, as he did not unfrequently, *' To-mor* 
row moming: we should netrer be in a hurry : night 
is a wise counsellor !*' 

. He then ordered that the summary aboye-mention- 
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ed, and which web calculated to sliew kim aU the dan» 
gen of his potition, should be alwa3FB ^aced on Us 
table* He read it fraquently oyer; and at ereiy luo^ 
oesaiye reading h« approved and repeated hia firat 
conclusions. 

The petaon who wrote the aboTermentioned note* 
ftom the «roperor's dictatioa, ié not AvraUre of mrbat 
finally became of it, but it le known^ thaï about thaï 
period, (the 15th of March, 1§19,) Gserniohef wai the 
bearer of new propositions to his ao^efeign; Napoléon 
o£Fered formally to déclare that he would not» dixw^tly 
or indirectly, contribute to the re-establlshniant of the 
kingdom of Poland ; and to endeaTonr to anrange eyery 
other gvound of complaint. 

More lately still, on the 17th of April, the duke of 
Bassano proposed to Caatlereagh an aira^genent re- 
lative to the Peninsttla and the kingdom of the tTVo 
Sicilies, and, in regard to other pointât to treaft npon 
the baais, that each of the two powera should keep 
What the other had not been able to tf^ke from it by 
war. But Caatlereagh replied, that Bngland waa 
pledged by the faith of her solemn engagement! not to 
treat without the preyious acknowledgment of Ferdi* 
nand VIL as king of Spain. 

On the 26th of April, Maret, vhen oommunicating 
tliis détermination to count Romanzoff, repeated part 
of Napoleon's oomplaints against Russia. This con« 
aisted, firstly, of his âkaie of the aist ofPecembcr, 
1810, which prohibited the introduction of Frenoh pro- 
ductions into Russia, and destroyed the continental sys« 
tem ; secondly, of Alexander's protest against the an- 
nexation of the duchy of Oldenburg ; and thirdly, of 
the Russian armaments. 

That minister reminded the Russian govemment, 
that Napoléon had offered to grant an indemnity to 
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the dnke of Oldenburg, ând solenmly to bind himself 
lever ioconcar in the re«establithment of Poland ; and 
ihat in 1811, he had propoted to Âlexander to grant 
prince Kottrakin the necettar^ powera for treating 
with the duke of Bassano on the whole of their mu* 
tuai complaint*^ but that the Rastian emperor had 
eluiiedthat invitation by promiaing^o send Netselroda 
to Paria, a promiae which had not been fulfilled. 

The Ruaaian ambaafcador, nearly at the a ame time, 
delirered in Alezander'a ultimatum. He required the 
entire évacuation of Pruaaia and Swedish Pomerania, 
and a diminution of the garrison of Dantzic ; with 
respect to other pointa, he agreed to accept an indem* 
nity for the duchy of Oldenbarg, waâ ready to enter 
into commercial àrrangèmenta with France, and 
finally, offered tome nominal "modificationa of the 
âkaae of the Sltt of December, 1810. 

But it was now too late. Betidet, in the state in 
which circnmatanoee then were, thia ultimatum ne- 
ceasarily brought with it war. Napoléon had too 
loffcy a ience both of hia own honour and that of 
France, ho waa too much commanded by hia position, 
to retreat beforo a negotiator who menaced him, to 
Icave Pruoiia at liberty to throw heraelf into the atma 
of Ruaaia, which were held opeo to reçoive her, and 
submiaaively to abandon Poland. He had advanced 
too far ; to hâve been enabled to stop he must hâve re- 
trograded; and Napoléon, in hia existing position, 
considered every rétrograde movenient aa involving 
necessarily a complète &11* 



BXPBDITION TO aiTSlU. 71 



CHAPTER V. 

Thi wishes whiçh he had expretsed thus late not hatliy 
beeiL gratified, he consoled himself with the survey of 
his formidable and enormous force ; he recurred to his 
recollections of Tilsit and Erfurt, and fondly dwelt on 
ail the incorrect and unfavourable indications which 
he obtained on the character of his rival. SometimeSf 
he âattered himself that Alexander would yield at the 
approach of so tremendous an invasion ; at othexs, he 
iadulged bis imagination in visions of conquest, and 
with perfect self^-complacency permitted it to display 
his bamiers from Cadiz to Cazan, and to cover the 
whole of Europe. Then, his genius could iind delight 
only at Moscow. lliat city was eight hundred leagues 
distant from him, and yet he was already making such 
inquiries and collecting such notices respecting it| as 
if he had been ji^st on the eve of occupation. A 
French physiciapi who had long resided there, having 
informed him that within its \^alls, and in the immé- 
diate neighbourhood, there were ample supplies for 
his army for eight iQQnthSi he instantly engaged him 
in his service. 

Aware, however, of thp danger upon which he was 
entering, he was désirons to coUect around him ail his 
friends. Even Talleyrand himself was recalled: it 
had been the emperor's design to send him to War» 
saw ; but, through an intrigue, and the jealousy of a 
competitor, he fell into disgrâce» Napoléon, dedeived 
byacalumny skilfuUy propagatcd, believed that he 
had been betrayed by him. His anger was violent, 
and his expression terrible. Savary made repcated 
but ineffectuai attempts to ezplain the affair tô him, 
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aven up to the time of our entering Wilna. That 
minuter farther sent to the emperor, while there, a 
letter from Talleyraadt which pointed out the influ- 
ence of Tarkey and Sweden on the Russian war, and 
mtAe an t/Btt of his nott zealoue «erviees for negoti* 
ation with both. 

But Napoléon noticed it only with an exclamatioD 
ofdisdatn»^ Did the man believe his services indis* 
pensable? did he présume to instruct him?'' Ré 
then made bis secretary send the letter to the indivi- 
dual minister who was most jealons of Talleynmd'e 
influence* 

It would not be gnite correct lo tay, tàat the war 
tras contemplated with uneasy feelings by ail those 
who were about Mapoleon's persan. Within the 
palace, as well as wfthout, the ardourof many of liie 
milîtary led them eagerly to applaud the policy of 
Iheir sovereign. The greater number agreed, that it 
was possible to conqaer Russia; whether this arose 
from the prospects of promotion, whidi might extend, 
according to the subject of it, from a simple step in the 
service, eren to a throne» or from their being carried 
away by tho enthusiasm of the Pôles ; whether it was 
that the expédition, if condacted with prudence, was, 
in fact, likely to succeed, or flnally,' that, underihe aus» 
pices of Napoléon, every thing appeared possible. 

Atnong the emperor's ministers, many disapproved 
of it ; the greater number were silent on the subject ; 
one only was charged with having iflattered him, and 
'eron that single charge was whhout foundation. He 
was heard, indeed, more than once to say ^ that the 
emperor was not great enough : that it was necessary 
be shotttd beeome greater still, in order to be able to 
«top. ' But Hkttt minister really was what courtiers 
i» gênerai merely wirii to appear ; he possessed en 
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tire and abuolutefaith inthe genius and ascendant star 
of his Boyaveign. 

It isy besides, perfectiy incorrect to ascribe to tK'' 
counsels of that minister a great portion of our cala» 
inities: Napoléon was not susceptible of being infiu- 
enced : when once his object was defined, and he had 
begun to move forward for the attainment of it, he 
no longer permitted contradiction. He seemed, on 
his own account» to wish to hear only what flattered 
his détermination. He repelled vnth abruptness, and 
with apparent incredulity, any unfavûurable intelli- 
gence, as if he feared it might shake his purpose. 
This part of his moral constitution obtained différent 
names, according to the varying course of his for* 
tunes : when he was successÂil, it was denominated 
strength of character ; when unfortunate, it was called 
infatuation. 

Aware of this disposition of mind, some subaltem 
officers were -leà to make him unfaithful reports. 
Even one of his ministers thought hxmself occasion* 
ally justifiable inpreserving à dangerous silence. The 
former exaggerated the ezpectations of success, in 
order to imitate the lofty confidence of theîr leader, 
and that their countenances might fix on his mind the 
impression that they entertained the happiest pre« 
sages; the second was occasionally silent after re« 
ceiving news of disaster, in order, as he said him- 
self, to escape the sharp repuises to which he would 
otherwise hâve been almost certainly exposed. 

But this unworthy fear had no opération on Caulain* 
court and many others among his ministers, or on 
Duroc, Lobau, Rapp, Lauriston, and generally per« 
haps even Berthier, among his gênerais. In what» 
ever concemed their respective departments, thèse 
were never sparing to him of the truth. If it hap- 

VoL. I. ■ 



"•«r • '*m, 



74 BisfOBT ot mATOLtem'» 

pened to inritate his!, Duroc, withont gWing wajr, 
wrapped himself up in a philosophie iflupaatibility ; 
Lobau rudol^reiifftëd; Berthier sighed, and withdrew 
in tear«; Canlainconrt and Darnt tha one pale and 
the other glowing with anger, repelled the contra» 
dietîoni poured upon them by the empare»', the former 
of them with stnbbom impetuosity, the other with 
keea and laoonic drynesa. They were often obaerred 
to qait abruptly the scène of altercatioDy and close 
ihf door after them with violence. 

It wottld be inexcusable, howerer, not to add, that 
thèse collisions were nerer followed by any unpleasant 
conséquences; the parties recorerv^ thems^ves the 
moment after* and no indication appeared of what 
had happenedt bot in the increase- of Napoléon' * 
esteem for the noble frankaess with which he had 
been treated. 

I, hava related thèse détails beeause they are either 
not at ail or only yery inaceucately known, becaase ths^ 
emperor in his closet had no resemblance to the em* 
peror in public, and this part of the palace bas hi^erto 
been unezplored; for in that new and seriouecouH 
there was little said, ail were strîotly dassifiedy saè 
one saloon knew little or nothing ai another. n** 
nally, î bave related the abore particolars^ beeause 
the great events of history cannot well \m understood' 
without thonmgbly knowing tlie cfaaracter and man^ 
ners of the principal personages eoncemed in it. 

In the mean time indications of a famine appearrd 
in France. The very précautions suggested by the 
alarm felt on this occasion augmented the evil. Ava* 
ricct ever ready to occupa erery road to fortune, had 
bought up the corn whtle as yet at a low pi;ice, and 
waited for hunger to corne and purchase it back at a 
most extravagant one. The panic then became gène- 
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raL Napoléon was ooxnpelled to suspend hii depar- 
ture; he beeam<» impatient and urgent with his coun- 
cil ; but the meatures required, were grave and critical 
and his présence was indispensable. Thus a war, ïa 
>yhich eyery hour lost was irréparable, was prûtracted 
for two entire month*. 

The emperor, however, was not daunted by this 
obstacle. The delay, it was to be considered, would 
giye time for the new crops in Russia to reach their 
proper growth. Thèse would supply his cavalry ; his 
army would of course require a less heavy train of 
carriages; his march, being thus less encumbered^ 
would be more rapid ; he should, therefore, soon 
arrive within reach of the enemy, and this expédition, 
iike so many before it, would be terminated by a sin« 
gle battle. 

Such were his hopes ! For, without deceiving him- 
self on the subject of his successful fortune, he cal» 
culated its influence upon othors ; it was included and 
appreciated in the gênerai estimate of his forces. 
Whero other things Wjere déficient, he balanced the 
defect with his fortune, and considered it as supplying 
any insufHciency of his means, entertaining no fear 
of wearing it out by too fréquent use, and confident 
that both his allies and enemies believed in it more 
firmly than himself. It will be seen, however, in the 
sequel of tho expédition, that he depended too strongly 
on this powcr, and that Alcxander found means to 
escape its influence. 

Such was Napoléon! Raised above the ordinary 
passions of mankind by his native grandeur, and also 
by his being himself under the dominion of a superior 
passion ; for even the masters of the world are never, 
we find, perfcct masters of thcmselves ! And how tor* 
rents of blood were about to flow ! But, in their high 
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and taiigalnary career» tha fimndert of empires ad* 
vance towardi their object like that destiny whoae 
minlsters they appear to be, and whote coune can be 
neither terminated nor impeded by wan, or earth- 
quakesy or any of tbose plaguee which hearen perroits, 
^thout deigning to axplain their utility to ita yic* 
timf« 
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BOOK III. 



CHAPTER I, 

Tbi time for délibération was now past, and that for 
action had arrived. On.the ninth of May, in 1819, 
Napoléon, hitherto constantly yictorioua, qaitted a 
palace to which he was never again to retum bo. 

From Paris to Dresden his progresa was one oon« 
tinued triumph. He had first to pass through tlie 
eastern part of France— a part which, far différent 
from the west and south, was entirely devoted to lùm, 
and knew him only by his favours and his victories. 
Numerous and brilliant armies, which were attracted 
by the fertility of Oermany, and conceived themselves 
marching to certain and speedy glory, traversed thèse 
ccuntries with proud complacency, and while they 
eonsumed their produce, liberally circulated among 
them money in return. In thèse parts war always 
carried the appearance of jastice. 

Ât a later period, when the bulletins of our success 
arrived there, the public imagination, astonished to 
fînd itself surpassed by fact, became excited to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm. The inhabitants felt a 
rapture like that of the days of Austerlitz and Jena : 
the couriers were surrounded by immense groups; 
their intelligence produced the very intoxication of 
joy, and the multitudes never dispersed but with ex- 
clamations of transport of *' Long live the emperor t 
Xiong live our bravo army V* 

It is, besides, well known that that part of France 
haa heetk always renowned for its warlike character. 
It is frontier territory ; the youth are broughi up 
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amidst the clath of amui, and the profession of ûwa» 
is there held in honour. The ianguage now generally 
heard there wae, that the présent war would liberate 
Polandy that country so dear to France ; that the bar- 
barians of Asia, who were now threatening Europe« 
would be driyen back intotheir déserts ; that Napo- 
léon wonld once more bring back wîth him ail the 
fruits of victorf. Would not it be principally the 
departments of the east that would gather them ? 
Had tfaey not hitherto owed their wealth to war* 
which occasioned ail the commerce of Fiance with 
Europe to pass through their hands ? In fact, block- 
aded as it was on every other side, it was only through 
the eastem provinces that the empire obtained respi- 
ration and subsistence. 

For the space of ten years their roads had been 
corered with travellers of everf rank, who came to 
admire the wonders of the great nation, to view that 
capital which was daily receiving new embellish- 
ments, those masterpieces of every art and âge which 
victory had there coilected, and, above ail, that ez- 
traordinary man who was prepared to raise the na- 
tional glory above ail the glories transmitted by his- 
tory. With interests thus flourishing, and vanity 
thus gratified, the inhabitants of thèse departments 
evidently owed every thing to victory. TÎiey were 
by no means ungrateful; they accompanied the em- 
peror with their best and most ardent wishes: he was 
received every where with the same glowing cordiality, 
with rapturous acclamations find triurophal arches. 

Oermany manifested less affection, but perhaps 
more horoage. Subdued by his power, the Oermans 
were tempted, either by the consolation it afforded to 
their vanity, or by their characteristic fondness for 
the marvelhniSi to consider Napoléon as a super- 
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natural being. Astonlahed, overpowered, and car- 
ried away by the univenal feeling, thete worthy peo- 
ple strove really to be what it was theîr decided in- 
. terest to appear. 

They pressed eagerly on to line the long route 
punued by the emperor. Their princes quitted their 
capital! and hastened to the différent townt where 
the arbiter of their destiny was to hait barely for a 
Hbw instante. Napoléon was followed by the emprose, 
and a nomerous court; he advanced towarde the dread- 
ful chances of a distant and décisive "WAr like one re- 
tuming from it in the full glory of triumph. It "was 
not so that he formerly used to march to battle. 

He had intimated a wish that the emperor of Auitria, 
several kings, and a great numbor of princes, should 
zneet and attend him at Dresde n on his joumey. His 
widi trais gratiAed. They ail repaired tlifther, tome 
iaiuenced by hope, others driven by fear: his own 
invtire for the meeting was to convrnce hiinself tho- 
roughly of his power, to display it, and to eiijoy it. 

In thus associating to himself the ancîent honse of 
Austria, his ambition indulged itself by exhibituig to 
G^rmaxty his family union witih it. He conceived that 
thk splendtd astemblago of sovereigns would form ati 
impreflsiye contrast with ihe desertedness and desola- 
ticto of the Russian emperor, and that he might, 
perhaps, be struck with dismay by so gênerai tch 
abandonm&nt. This congress of coalesced monarchs 
wonld, moreover, shew that the war against Russia was 
European. 

In that city, in the very centre of Oermany, he was 
now exhibiting to it his impérial spouse, the daughter 
of the Cœsars, seated at his side; Whole populations 
had deserted their dwellings and rushed forward tb 
meet him ; ridi and poor, nobles and pleiyeiani, 
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friends and enetnies, ail eagerly pressed on to view an 
object 8o înteresting. The vast collections formed of 
thèse mixed descriptions, were secn crowded together 
in the streets, the roads, and the public places, fall of 
intense curiosity and observation. They passed whole 
days and nights in gazing on the gâtes and Windows 
of his palace. It was not his crown, his rank, or tbe 
luxury and splendour of his court which interested 
them ; it was the man himself ; they wanted to nUaup 
on their minds his figure and features ; they wanted 
to obtain the powet of saying to their less happy fel- 
low citizens and descendants, that they had seen 
Napoléon. 

At the théâtres, poets degraded themselves by offer« 
ing him divine honours ; and thus whole nations wene 
his flatterers. 

In the gênerai bornage of admiration paid to bina, 
there appeared little différence between kings and 
their subjects : none stayed to imitate ; the burst was 
universal and simultaneous. The internai feelings, 
however, were far from being the saine. 

At this important interview, we were particularly 
attentive to notice what degree of apparently zealons 
assiduity would be displayed by thèse princes, and 
what loftiness of bearing by our own sovereign. We 
eertainly entertained great hopes of his prudence, and 
conceived that being now used to his great power, and 
perhaps also being almost weary of it, he would 
scom to abuse it ; but could the man who, while an 
inferior, had never spoken, even to those above him, 
but in the style of commahd, adapt himself to ail the 
minutiae of cérémonial observance afterhe had become 
tbe master and sovereign of ail ? However, he conduct* 
ed himself with modération, and even made efforts to 
please. But there was too much the appearance of 



«xraDiTioN To RrsnA* 81 

tfforti snd the firtigne oecMicmed by Yiïm endeavours 
was too yitible. He had rather thé air of receiying 
those princes, than of being received by them. 

In respect to them, it might l^ave been supposéd 
that, well knowing his lofty spirit, and only hoping to 
conquer him by himself, thèse nonarchs and their sub» 
jects humbled theinselves so lowlily before him, merely 
to ixicreaçe disproportionally his élévation, and dazde 
and infatuate him with a sensé of his snperiwity. At 
the Tarions royal and impérial parties, their attitude, 
their language, and even their Tcry tomes of voice, 
attested his ascendancy . AU ^ere there for him alone. 
They scareely at ail, or with the greatest difficulty, 
engaged in discussion with htm; and were always 
reiidy tb recognise that pre*eminence of whichhe vras 
already fully conscious. A pafnmount lord could 
sosrcely hâve ezacted from hiaf Tassais more déférence 
and homâge than were on those occasions paid to him. 

His leTee presented a stili more extraordinary spec* 
taole! Sovereign princes attended at it to obtain audi» 
enca of the conqueror of Europe; they were so inter* 
mingled with his ofBcers, that the latter were obliged 
to be particularly cautious lest they should inTolun- 
tarily jostle against the Q3ew courtiers with whom they 
iprere thus confounded, Thus did ail différences dib- 
appear in the présence of Napoléon ; he was at once 
their soTerétgn and ours. This common dependence 
seemea to leveî ail around him. Perhaps the haughty 
and ill-restrathbd military spirit of bome of tho French 
gênerais at those aesemblies ofiended those princes. 
They considered themselves as raised to the same elé« 
Tation ; and, in fact, whatever may be the rank or dig* 
nity of the conquered, the conqueror is his equal. 

The most reflecting and judicious among us were 
not without alarm. They observed, although only in 
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whifperft thst a num ought to be fomathing more, %hxm 
to inrert the nature and place of ererything aroiind 
him, and yet airoid being hinuelf inrol^ed in the 
gênerai sabversion. They obferred thete monarcht 
quit Napoloon'f palace with eyes and bofoms fuU of 
bitter resentment. They fancied that they heard them, 
in their f afe and secret intercourte with their minis- 
ters at night, pouring out the numberlest rexationf 
which had annoyed them, and which they had borne 
till then in silence, although in miaery. Ererything 
had tended to aggravate their pain! How irlcaome 
wa^ the crowd through which they were obliged to 
make their way in order to arrive at the gâte of their 
stately sorereign, while, in the mean timet their own 
remaiaed desertedl Eyerything, even their own 
tubjectf , appeared to betray them. While displaying 
his own profperity, was he not in fact insulting theijr 
miffortune? They had« it seemed, corne to'Dresden 
merely to heighten the splendour of Napoleon's tri- 
umph ; for it was over them that he thus triumphed : 
erery acclamation for him was a reproach upon them:^ 
his grandeur was their abasement ; his victories were 
their defeats. 

In this manner they doubtless ezpressed the bitter-. 
ness of their feelings ; and erery day augmented their 
hatred. One prince was observed to withdraw by a pre« 
cipitate departure f rom a position so painfuL The em- 
press of Austria, whose ancestors initaly had beendis- 
possessed by gênerai Bonaparte, was particularly dis* 
tinguished by her ayersion,which she in vain attempted 
to disguise. It escaped from her inunguarded starts 
and ebullitions of feeling, which Napoléon noticçdy and 
ehecked by a smile : she employed ail her superior wit 
and fascination to gain over hearts in which she might 
plant her own deadly hatred. 
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The French empres» involuntarily increased a dit* 
position tlms bitterly hostile. She was observed le 
éclipse her step-xnother in splendour of dress and 
ornaxnents ;. if Napoléon at any time required of her 
mpre caution and réserve, she resisted, and even 
.wept ; and the emperor, through affection, fatigue, or 
his attention being called off to other matters, gave 
ap the point. It is farther asserted, that that princess, 
notwithstanding her origin, threw out many indiscreet 
coxnparisons between her old and her new couniry 
not a little mortifying to German vanity. Napoléon 
blamed thèse imprudent sallies ; but only gently : he 
was, in fact, pleased with the patriotism which he haC 
himself inspired ; and he ixnagined that présents would 
repair ail thèse indiscrétions. 
. This princely congress, then, must naturally hâve 
led to much collision of sentiment, and the vanity of 
many présent at it must hâve been deeply wounded. 
Napoléon, however, as he had endeavoured to please, 
thought he had actually done so ; and while he yet 
remained at Dresden, waiting the resuit of the marches 
of his army, the numerous columns of which were 
fitill passing through the territories of his alliés, he 
directed his attention chiefly to considérations of 
policy. 

General Lauriston, the French Ambassador , at 
Petersburgh, received orders to request the Russian 
emperor to authorize him personally to communicate 
définitive propositions to Napoléon at Wilna. Gene- 
ral Narbonne, aid-de-camp of Napoléon, repaired 
to ^leyander's head-quarters, to assure that prince of 
the pacifie dispositions of France : and also, it xs a»» 
serted, to prevail upon him to corne to Dresden. The 
archbishop of Malines was despatched to direct the 
movements of Polish enthusiasm. The King of Saxony 
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•spected to Iota the grand dachy, Imt was flattered 
with th« hope of an indemnité more solid, 

It had Mt ârst excited no little surprise that tbe king 
of Prussia did not a|)pear, to increase the number o^ 
tb« impérial court. It wat soon, ho^^ver, discovered 
tliat hîi présence had been interdicted. That prince 
was the more alarmed becanse he had done jiothing to 
offend. But his présence might produce embarrast- 
ment. Being encouraged by Narbonne, howerer, he 
determined to appear. When his arrivai was an* 
Dounced to the emperor, the latter became irritated, 
and. at first refused to see him. *< What/' said he, 
* does that prince require ùtmtl Is it not enough to 
be constantly teazed with hls letters and memorials ? 
Why does he corne hère to persécute me with hîb pre- 
tônce ? What do I want of him V* But Duroc was 
argent. He reminded Napoléon how much he really 
did want Prussia against Russia ; and the Emperor's 
doors were in conséquence thrown open. The king 
was received with the considération due to his suprême 
rank, and the freth aesurances of his dévotion, of 
which he gave nnmerous proofs, were graciously ac- 
cepted. 

It is said that hopes were at that time given the 
Prussian monarch of his eventually retaining the Rus* 
sian^Oennan provinces which his troops were appoint- 
ée to iftvade. It is even aeserted that, after their 
OMuinest, he dcmanded of Napoléon the investiture of 
the«L And it is farther added, although somewhat 
viaguely, that Napoléon permitted the prince-royal of 
Prussia to aspire to the hand of one of his nièces. 
That should be the reward of the services which Prus- 
sia would afficn*d him in this new war. He would him- 
self endeavour to iind out his niece's inclinationf. 
Frederick, by such a jhmily union with Napoléon, 
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would be able to préserve his enfeebled crown : but 
there is no sufficient évidence that the king of Pme* 
sia was really seduced by the hope of such an allianœt 
as the prince of Spain had been hy a similar one. 

Such was, at that timei the submissive demeanour of 
sovèreigiis to the power of Napoléon. We see in it 
an example of the empire of necessity over all| and 
to what extent, not merely among private individt^ala 
but among princes, the hope of gain and fear of los» 
may be carried. 

In the mean time Napoléon awaited the result .of 
the negotiations of Lauriston and gênerai Narbonne. 
He hoped to vanquish Alexander by the mère aspect 
of his united army, and above ail, by the formidable 
splendour of his résidence at Dresden. At Posen, a few 
days afterwards, he shewed that he had entertained 
this expectation by his reply to gênerai DessolleSi 
** that, as the congress at Dresden had not induced 
Alexander to peace, it could no longer be expected bnt 
from war." 

On that day he spoke of nothing but his formei vie* 
tories. It appeared as if, entertaining doubts of the 
future, he intrenched himself in the past, and found it 
necessary to call in aid ail his most glorious recollée* 
tions in order to meet an extraordinary danger. In 
fact, then as well as afterwards, he felt the neCessity 
of self-delusion with respect to the pretended weak^ 
ness of his rival's character. As an invasion so great 
and critical drew near, he hesitated to consider it aa 
certain; for he no longer felt the consciousness of 
infallibility, that martial confidence imparted by the 
strength and fire of youth, nor that presentiment 
of success which generally ensures it. 

Thèse pending communications, however, were not 
merely an effort for peace, but also a ruse de guerre* He 
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hoped hj tbeir meaM to render the Rustiaiu so negh* 
gwt thAt tbey might be f urprif ed in scattered oorfM, 
4or <o presnmptnoas, if they were viiited, as to wait 
his attack. In either case the war would be soor 
torminated, by a toup^de'inaifh or by a victory. 
LauHstoiif hovrever, was not leceived. Narbonne, 
on his retum, stated, *' that he had found the Rus* 
'éuaia neither depressed nor boaiMing : that the resuH 
of ail the replies of the eœperor was, that they pre* 
ferred war to a disgracefal peace; that they would 
take good care not to risk a battle with an adversary 
so formidable ; and finally, l&at they were determined 
to make every sacrifice to protract the war, and drive 
liack the inyader/' 

The itaiperor reeeiTed this reply in the midst of ail 
the pomp and splendour of his glory, and treated k 
with disdain. If the tnitk must be related, a great 
iUissiaa not>lemaB had costributed to deceive hkn. 
This Mnscorite, either from ignorance or deceit, had 
persuaded him that his sovereign gave way befor^ 
diffictiltios, and was easiiy cast down by reverses. 
UnfortaQately, the recoUection of Alexander's corn* 
plaisance and concessions at Tibit, and at Erfurt, 
confiraiod tàe Ffench emperor in that âdse o|»nion. 

He eontinued at Dresden till the S9th of May, 
riated by diat bornage which he knew well how to 
afppreciate, and exhibitmg to Europe princes and 
kings descended from the most ancient fanûUes of 
Oermany fornûng a numerous court as^und a prince 
who owed ail his honours to himself. He appeared 
to take delight in multiplying the effects of thèse 
great games of fortune, as if to surround and fortify 
himself by them ; as if to mafce that appear more na* 
tural which had placed him on a throne, and thns to 
aocustom to it, not only others, but himself. 
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CHAPTER H. 

At Ungth, impatienl to conquer the Rmmna, «nd lo 
escape from die hom^ge of the GheomanSf Napoléon 
left Dresdeo. At Poaen he retaaiiied only jtist longp 
enough to glye. satisfaction to the Pôle». He aroided 
Warsawt where the war. did not veqpilre hie présence, 
and wheve he mus( ha^e again plunged into polities. 
He stopped at Thom to inspect theforti&ations^ ma» 
gazines, and troops theve. At that plaee the groase 
and lamentations of the Pôles, yrhons our allies plnn* 
dered and insulted without remorse, reached his ear. 
Napoléon severely uphraided and even.menaced the 
king of Westphalia ; hut, in conseqiieiice of the hnstle 
and extrême ri^idity of our movement, the natural 
effect of this interférence was, ve weli know, corn» 
pletely Ipst; to which must he added, that his pa» 
roxysmsof anger, like ^1 others^ were sucoeeded hy de» 
bility and déjection, and that then his natnral mild» 
ness returned, when, with regret for ivhat had passed, 
he frequently endeavonred to mitigate the pain it had 
occasioned. We know, moreover, that he wae him« 
self the cause of 4;he evil which had thus exaspeiated 
him. For, although prorisibne were supplied ail the 
way from the Oder to the Vistala, and even to tk# 
Niémen, hoth in abundance and with regularity, in 
the bulky articles of forage there was great defi« 
ciency. Our cavalry soldiers were already forcedto 
mow the green oom, and to strip the roofs of cottages 
of their thatch, for food for tbeir horses. AU of them 
did not, certainly, stop at that ; but when one irregn- 
larity is allowed, howare others to be prevented? 

Beyond the Niémen the evil increased. The em» 
peror had depended upon a multitude of light car-* 
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riages and npon large waggons, each able to caity 
•âTeral thcmaaiid poundi weight qyer a tandy aoil on 
wbich camaget conyeying only a few quintals motred 
with dif&culty. Thèse waggons were organized in 
battaliona and •<piadron0« Erery battalion of light 
carriagef (csMeàcampiaiiei) conaisted of six hnndred, 
and wa« able to carry six thooaand quintals of flour; 
tbe battalion of beavy waggons^ drawn by o^cen, car- 
riad four thousand «ight hundred quintals. There 
were, besides, twenty-siz squadrons of carriages 
loaded with military equipments, a multitude of car- 
nages containing tools of erery description, many 
thousands of hospital and artillery waggons, six 
equipments for bridges, and one for siège. 
' The provision-waggons were to be loaded from the 
magazines establisbed on the Vistula. When the 
anny passed that rirer they were ordered to take with 
tfcem, without halting, prorisions sufficient for twenty- 
fire days, but not to make use of them tiil they had 
got beyond the Niémen. But the greater part oC 
thèse means of conyeyance failed: the appointment 
of soldiers as conductors of military convoya seems 
to be in itself vicious, honour and ambition not stoop- 
ittg to the discipline necessary for ^uch a service ; 
but what had more effect was, that the carriages were 
too heavy for the nature of the ground ; and when 
thèse cireumstances are considered in connexion with 
the immense extent of country to be traversed, and 
the privations and fatigues to which the joumey was 
exposed, it will not appear extraordinary that th^ 
greater part could with extrême difficulty reach the 
Vistula. 

Provisions were procured on the march. The 
eonntry being productive, horses, carriages, cattle, 
and food of every kind, were ail seized upon and 
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.^rrie^ off, fUi M^ell as a.aufficient numUrV tbe in« 
habitants to conduct thèse convoys. But within oiAy 
jBk few,4ayB9 4t the Niémen, in comeqaenoe^the dif- 
ficii^lty .esgperiexMsed in crossing that rivier and the 
.n^pi4ity of the first marches against the enemy, ail 
tjiese yast réquisitions were, abandoi;ie4> with'^n indif- 
férence, equal to the violence By.whiçh tbey had been 
pbtaioed. 

^rbejrregn]|urity of tihe me^ns tlius eaq)k>yedt bow- 
^ver, might be.8omewhat.excu0ed bythe importance 
of the pbject, which was ppthing less ^an to sar- 
prise the iRuasiaii ,army» jeither cpUeeted or diapersed, 
luohdf to çfiEect a covp de moin with. a fprce of < four hun* 
,dred thjousand.men. War, the worst of ail visita- 
tions, . would thus hâve ' teèn most l^appily ,6hortened. 
Our lOpw Jt'T^ heavy coi^voys must hâve delayed and 
burdened our march ; it was taapre ia4vaatageou8 to 
iobta^i proyisipns from the çofojutry'vire were passing 
over; çompensQ|jion might ]^%ve been giv^ after- 
:w;^rdfi« B.ut there ,w.as not. pnly, the ^ecessary qnan- 
,tUy of evil çox^mitted; ijauch was -done that was au* 
perfluojus; indeed wh^n o^ce evil is.b^gun, whois 
.tjhere that kStops short in it? Wbat leader can be 
reçponsible for , the nymerous parties of officers and 
soUieradiSpers^dover a country to co^lect supplies 
from it ? to.whom were complaints totbe wade ? who 
was to punish ? éVery thing was done in a bvrried ad- 
yance. There was no time to try, or ev^ to discpver 
the guilty. The business pf one day was Sivp^sedcvi 
by the more urgent claims of the next. The détails 
of a month reiquired to be accompljgheid jn.a day. 

Besides, some of the leaders fur^isbed |;he example. 

There was even an émulation in crime. In this point 

SQany of our allies surpaased the French. We W0ie 

, Aieir masters in çyery thing ; bu.t,.wbUe initating uii 
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ttiey, in a comparison of deprarity, excelled ai. Their 
pillage was gross and brutal. 

The emperor, however, endeavoured to introduce 
drder into disorder. Among the accusations brought 
by two of the nations in alliance with him; he distin- 
guished with indignation the names of certain indi- 
vidualsy and we find in his letters such passages as 
thèse, " I hare inserted gênerais • • • and ♦ ♦ ♦ in 
the orders of the day ; I hâve suppressed the brigade 
* *.* ; I haye exposed it before the army, that is, be* 
fore Europe ; I hare ordered * * * to be informed thaK 
he will incur my heaviest displeasure, if he does n» 
restore order/' A few days after, seeing this * * ^ at 
tho head of his troops, he angrily said, ** You disgrâce 
yourself; you give an example of pillage; either 
fbrbear, or go back to your &ther ; I can dispense 
with your services." 

From Thom, Napoléon descended the VistuUu 
Oraudentz belonged to Prussia ; he aroided passing 
iirough it. That fortress was of great conséquence 
lo the French army. An officer of artillery, and 
some fire«artificers, were sent into it, ostensibly in or« 
der to maké up cartridges, but the real motire was 
unknown; for the Prussian garrison was numerons. 
It was perfectly guarded and circumspect; and the 
emperor, who had advanced forward, thought no fiir- 
ther on the subject. 

At Marienburg, the emperor met Davoust. Throngh 
a natural or acquired pride, that marshal was reluctaut 
to admit as his commander any other than the com- 
mander of Europe. His character, moreorer, was 
despotic, and tenacious to obstinacy ; and he c<mld 
scarcely bend to circumstances more than to men. 
In 1809 Berthier had been his commanding officer, 
and Dayôust had gained a battle and saved the BXBtf 
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by disobeying him. Hence arose a deadly hatred. 
J>uring peace it increased, althougli in secreoy and 
silance; for they resided «t a distance from each 
other ; Berthier at Paris, and Dayoust at Hamburgh. 
But the war against Russia brought them togetber. 

Berthier felt his strength declining. From 1805 
war had become hateful to him. His talent lay prin* 
dpaliy in great activity and memory. He could re* 
ceiye or send off intelligence and orders, almost infi- 
nitely yaried and multiplied, at ail honrs of the day 
ornight. Oa the présent occasion, he thought he 
had a right to giye orders himself. Thèse ordeni of- 
fended Dayoust. Their first interview gaye rise to a 
violent altercation ; it occurred at Marienburg, where 
the emperor had just arriyed, and in his présence. 

Dayoust broke out with great yehemence and harsh» 
ness : he went so far as to charge Berthier with in» 
çapacity and treason. Both proceeded to menaces; 
and» when Berthier was gone^ Napoléon, influenced by 
the naturally suspicious temper of the mairshalf ob^ 
ieryedt " I sometimes cannot help entertaining doubts 
of Bome of my oldest companions in arms, but When*^ 
eyer I do so, my head turns round with yexatioui and 
I throw off such cruel suspicions as soon as possible,*' 

While Dayoust was probably enjoying the danger» 
ous gratification of haying humbled his enemyi the 
emperor arriyed at Dantzic ; and^ Berthier, thirsting 
for reyenge, foUowed him thither. From that titne, 
the zeal, the glory of Dayoust, his anxious efforts to 
help forward the grand expédition, eyery thing which^ 
ought to haye obtained him crédit began to operate 
against him. The emperor had written to himi ** that 
he was going to make war in a desolate country 
where the enemy would destroy eyery thing, and,^ 
thereforei that they must proyide eyery thing for 
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th«mselTet/' DaToast in hit axiswér had midiiMrfteê4 
his preparationir. ^«He lUid ierenty âuniaaifd mth 
completely organlzed, prefmtrèd with prorïriûtui fit 
twenty-fire dayi, ta caity with them. Eêth cotùpànf 
comprehended êwimmetBf matoni, bakenr, tailorti, 
f k>emakcnni, gunf mitha» m thort^ artifieenr of c^ry 
description. Théf carried eVeiy thing witk tfataf!:. 
hia anny waa l^i^ a colony; handi^milia for corn 
irould ba sent after tiiem. He had foiraieefl é^ery 
wimt ; and the vâetoam ot supplying it weriB ail réady/' 

Theae eadeavouili io give aatisfaction woulâ natu*' 
rally bave succeeded. They ezcited, howerer, dk^ 
pleasure. They i^ere ihiainteipifeted* Inaidiou»' ttf* 
Biarka were thh>Wn ont before the empenyr. *^ lliat 
znarihal/' it Wa» aaid» ^ wbfaei tb hâve thé cifédH df 
baving foreseen^ arranged, and escecittëd e^eiy' tlHfig. 
la thé tmpeêoTf then, a mère vpêOMôr of the exped!** 
tion ? la the glory of it dne ta Davouet?'' In fêiùfi 
•aid the ttoxpetor^ ** itr seems ai if he waa the ooitw 
mander oî the anny." 

Not eaCisfied with thia» however, they aWakenèA 
old aad dormant enepiciona. Waa iff tiot "Dûvùasi 
trho, aftèr the battle of Jena^ had drawn I0ie empèrôr 
hito Poland 7 Waa it not he, again^ who^ poaMêsiilg 
aa he did, yaat prôperty there, and having obtaitted 
the good will ùt the Foies by the proUty of his ad-' 
miniatraition, had been endeavouring tb brfng about 9 
new war in their behalf, aad becM ehârgéd even wilh> 
aapiring ta their Uirbne ? 

It m uneertain whether Naprieon^s high spîrit WttB 
hurt at seeing that of hia lieutenanta aa nearly ap* 
'poftchinghis own i oi* whetheTy in thia yery irregvlar 
varthewaa annoyed by the mel^odical genitis aild 
nabits of DaToost; the uttCrroùrable impreésibisa 
against him» l^owerar,. took deep A>ot, ééi were at^ 
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tended witb pernicious conséquences: they witbdreir 
the emperor's confidence from an intrepid, steady, 
and prudent warrior, and promoted his partiality to 
Murât, whose temerity more strongly flattered hil 
hopes. We œay hère add the remark that the quar* 
rels of great men in his service never displeased Na* 
poleon; they gave him light and information; their 
agree^ment disturbed and alarmed him. 

From Dantzic, the emperor proceeded on the 19th 
of June to Konigsberg. Hère terminated the inspec* 
tion of his immense magazines, and of the second 
testing-point or grand station of his lin» of opera-^ 
tion. Hère were collected stores of provisions, 
enormous as the enterprise for which they were pre- 
pareJ. No détail had been neglected. The active 
fuid ardent mind of Napoléon was at that time fixed 
intently on that important and most difficult part of 
the expédition. He was, on this point, as his letters 
fîilly attest, lavish of recommendations, orders, and 
even money. The day was entirely swallowed up in 
dictating instructions on this subject, and at night he 
rose again to repeat them. One gênerai alone re- 
ceived in a single journey six despatches from him, 
ail expressive of this anxious solicitude. 

In one of them he says, '* If précautions are not 
taken for such matters as thèse, the mills of no coun* 
try will be sufficient.'' In another, *^ ail the provi- 
sion-waggons must be loaded with flour, bread, rice, 
puise, and brandy, except what is necessary for the 
hospitals. The resuit of ail my movements will be 
the concentration of four hundred thousand meh upon 
one point. Nothing can then be expected from the 
oountry, and, consequently, we mast carry every thing 
with us.'' But, on the one hand, the means of con« 
veyance were badly calculated and on the otheQ 
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#faen he was once in iteotion, hê hurrfèd <m with toô 
great f a^idity* 

f'rom Kdnf gsbêrgf to OtiinUimen, Napoléon ftateà 
in reView gérerai of his ârniies, talUng to the soldîers 
with gaiety, frankness, and ereii Unntnest; well 
Irnowing thât thesé hai'd3r ehildren of nature eonsider 
blantnesff as affability, ronghne^s As stfréngth, and 
haughtinest as dîgnity, and fhat the élégances and 
grâces whicH some càny among them fî^om our saloona 
and draunng-rooms are regarded by them as weaknest 
and pûsillanimity ; they are to them like a tùretgn 
language which they do not nnderstand, ând of which 
the accents ekcité ridicule. 

As his cttstom was, he promenaded along the rankt . 
tie knew the' wars in which erery regin)eht had been 
engaged ^th him. He stopped for a few moments be* 
fore some of the oldest soldiers ; and to one hé recallec 
the battle of the Pyramide, to another that of Ma- 
rengo, Austerlitz, Jena, or Friedland, by a sîngk 
Word, accompanied by a familiar caress. The vété- 
rans, thus recognised by their emperor, felt elated 
before their junior comrades, who looked up to them 
with admiration and eûry. 

Napoléon continued his adrance. He did not ne* 
glect the young ; he appeax^ed interested by eyery thing 
that concémed them, and was ^ell aequainled with 
their smallest wants. He questioned them. JXïà their 
captains properly attend to them î Were they regn- 
larly paid ? Was theré any article they wanted ? He 
should like to see their knapsacks. 

He halted at length before the centre of the régi- 
ment. There he informed himseif of the places that 
were vacant, and inquired aloud who were most wor- 
thy to fin them. He called before him those wM 
were pointed ont to him, and questioned them at tH 
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tiieir' lêii^h of aeirice 7 their campaigas t theb 
woundir? tbek brilliant exploit» ? He tben appointed 
Ikem officers ; and they were instantly introduoed as 
snch in his pretfenoe» and in the manner which be 
iadicAted. Thèse individual attentions absolutely 
ohftAned theml They remarked to each other that 
their great emperor» who pronounced tbeir £ate on 
nations in the mass» deseended» in respect to theœ- 
selves, into the most minute détails ; that tkey were 
bis oki, his genuine family ! It was thus that be at* 
tached them to war, to glory, and to himseU 

The army now proceeded from the Vistula towards 
the Niémen* That river, from Grodno as far an Kowno» 
ilows parallel with the Yistala. The riyer Pregel 
runs from ono to the other ; it was oovered witb pro« 
-visions. Two hundred thousand men arrived there at 
four différent points# They found there bread and a 
qnantity of forage ; and thèse provisions aseended the 
rirer with them as far as its course would permit. 

When the army was obliged to leave its âotilUi its 
eorpt d'ehte took with them a supply of provisions 
iaèicient for their reaching and crossing the Niémen» 
for preparing a victory, and arriving at Wilna. Ât 
that place the emperor depended upon the magazines 
of the inhabitants, on those of the enemy, and also 
on his own, which were to be conveyed from Dantzick 
by the Frischaff, the Pregel, the Deine» the Frédéric 
canal, and the Viiia. 

We were now close upon the Russian fronCîen 
Troiltï the right to the left, or ftom south to nortb, 
the army was disposed before the Niémen as follows : 
fîrst, at the extrême right, and adtancing out of Oai* 
licia upon Drogiczen, were prince Schwartzenberg 
and thirty-four thousand Anstrians; on the lefi, 
iXKAing from Wairsaw and moving on Bialyst<»ck and 
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Grodoo, tbe king of Wettphalia« at tha head of tizty* 
nine thousaiid two hundred Westphaliam, Saxonsi 
and Pôles ; cIom to them, the viceroy of Italy, who 
had jiut completed thé junction at Marienpol and 
fUony» of aeventy-nme thousand Bayarians, Italiaos, 
aad Freneh; then the emperor with two hundred 
thottsand men^ commanded by the king of Naplee» 
the prince of Eckmuhl, and the dukes of Dantzict 
Istria, Reggio, and Elchingen* They came from 
Thom, Marienwerder, and Elbing, and on the twenty* 
third of June were oollected m one maei at Nogû^ 
tiêkft a league beyond Kowno. Finally, before Til- 
•it, Macdonald and thirty-two thousand ûve hundred 
Prussians, BaTarians, and Polef , formed the extrême 
left of the grand army. 

AU was now ready. From the borders of the Ghia« 
dalquiyer and the Calabrian sea to those of the Vis* 
tula six hundred and seventeen thousand men, of 
whom four hundred and eighty thousand had already 
àrrived, six bridge-equipments, one for siège» some 
thousands of provision-waggons, innumerable herds 
of oxen, thirteen hundred and sixty-two pièces of 
Cannon, and thousands of artillery aifd hôspital-wag- 
gons were now coUected and stationed within a few 
paces of the frontier-river of Russia. The greatest 
part of the provision-waggons were ak>ne delayed. 

Sixty thousand AustrianSf Frussiaqst and Spaniards» 
were come to pour out their blood for the conqueror 
ùi Wagram» Jena, and Madrid ; for him who had 
four times overthrown Austria, had humbled. Prussia^ 
and was then inyading and desolating Spain : yet they 
were ail faithful to him. When it was considered 
that the third part of the army consisted of foreignera 
or enemiesy it was difElcult to say whether the auda* 
dty ihewn on one aide, or the aubmissiyeness on the 
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^other» was more astonhbing. ThuB Roifte employed 

hep conquests in exteiuliiig thenu 

With respect to the French part of the army, he 
fbund u8 animated and ardent; the soldiert impelled 
"by habit, curîosity, the gratification of appearing in 
foreign countries aa maaters, and the younger parti 
above ail, by vanity, longing passionately to acquire 
some glory the circumitancee of whioh tfaey might 
relate with that gasconading eaergy which eoldieiv. 
are ao fond of— thèse tumid récitals of their exploits 
being absolutely indispensable to their hours of leisure 
and when no longer under arms. To this must ba 
added, the hope of plunder. For the harassing and 
exacting ambition of Napoléon had often alienated 
his soldiers, as the excesses of the latter had stained 
his glory ; it became necessary to compromise. Since 
1805 it was an understcod case; they bore with his 
ambition, and he with their pillage. 

That pillage, or rather that marauding, did not| 
however, generally extend beyond provisionSi which, 
for want of regular distributions of them, were ex* 
acted from the inhabitants, but frequently with too' 
little considération. The worst cases of pillage oc- 
cnrred through the stragglers, who are always nume-^ 
rous in forced or rapid marches, Such excesses as 
were often exhibited by thèse were neyer tolerated. 
In order to check them, Napoléon left gendarmes and 
xnoveable columns in the track of the army; also, 
when thèse stragglers rejoined their coi^, their 
knapsacks were examined by their officers, or even, 
as was the case at Austerlitz, by their comrades; 
and they administered to one another strict justice. 

The last levies of troops were certain]y young and 
weak ; but the army had still many men m fuU vigoor 
and power, accustomed to danger, and who coiild he 
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irawn his gênerais within a circle, from which thef 
itould not without difficulty extricate themselVeii 
forcing them altemately from want to prodigality» 
and from jprodigality to want, which want ho only waa 
able to supply. 

Many of them had nothing but their pay, and yet 
acciutomed themselves to a style of living far beyond 
what that would support, and which by habit was ba- 
corne indispensable to them. If he granted them 
lands, they were in the conquered territories, which 
war afterwards exposed to danger, and which war 
alone could préserve. 

But to retain tliem in due dependence, glory, with 
some a habit, with others a passion, and with ail a 
necessary condition of existence, was fully sufficient { 
and of that glory, Napoléon, the dictator of his own 
âge and to history, was the dispenser. Âlthoogh he 
set upon it a high price, none ventured to object to it, 
or despaired of paying it. Before his strength nonb 
could admit their own weakness, none could stop short 
lefore a man, who, notwithstanding his immense 
élévation, was still ascending. 

The great and gênerai sensation, moreover, exoited 
by the expédition, was no slight attraction ; its succeas 
appeared certain ; it would be a military procession 
to Petersburg and Moscow. This one effort more, 
and ail would probabiy be finished. It was a last 
Opportunity, and those who did not avail themselves 
of it would bitterly repent, and listen with anguish.to 
the glorious récitals that would be made of it by others. 
The victory of to-day would make that of yesterday 
old, and who would like to grow old with it ? 

Moreover, as the war was universally extended, 
how could any avoid engaging somewhere in it ? The 
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diôke of tbe field of bsUVe wm bf do meaais a nuitter 
of iodiffereiice : on this Napoléon would coHimand in 
pcnon; on.odten^ a man wonklfight indoedinthe 
Êtum caaie, but it would be nnder anotber leaden 
The renown participated with that otber would be 
detmed forelgn hy Napoléon. Yet he wAf tbe source 
beth of glory end fortune ; «and it wae weU known 
iHMf ivom inclination or poUcy, be was lavi»h of bia 
fiiToars on tbose only wbose gk>iy recalled bis own^ 
andbat acaottlj reompeneed acbievementi in whidi 
be^bad net been bioieelf fenonallyconcemed. The 
armf commanded by him» therefore, was that to be 
prèfeia»d: henoe tbe eagemess with which yovng 
and old m Aed forward to join it. Wnat leader ever 
possesaed'Sucb means of power ! There wer^ no bopes, 
bowerer junbitioiiSt wbicb be was not able both to ex» 
tîle./uidaatisfy! 

In short, in him we laved tbe.companion of our 
éotls; tbe leader wbo bad conducted us to renown. 
^iie admiration aad ast<misbweat wbidi he inspired 
^aittared oor vanity, for with him we seemed to h^ye 
erery thing in comoion* 

'Withretpeet to tbe yciung eUte^ who at this sea- 
«aen of our glory filled our camps, their enthusias;ip 
tnras natoraL Wha.among us did not kindle in early 
.lifewben reading the splendid atchievements of the 
.aocients, or of our own ancestors ? Should we n^t 
' ail bare Hien wished to baye been the beroes wboie 
.Teal or fabulons bistory we were perusing? Jntbat 
lofty oxeitement of our feelings* if» instead of read- 
ing tbe records of tbose events, we had ceally behold 
them, bad beiai.on tbe very places historically so re* 
aoumedf and could bave fought by the |ide of tbose 
illustrions Paladins whose nuirvellous adventures a^d 
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brilliânft îême bad rouied.such émulation in our 
yoatkful and ardent imaginations, wliich of us would 
hâve for a moment hesitated ? which of us would not 
Lave been trahsported with joy and hope, and bave 
soon^ed à hateful and ignominious repose ? 

Such vas tbe new génération of French military. 
They were then free to cberish ambition. It was a 
season of prosperity and intoxication, wben tbe French 
soldier, baving mastered every tbing by victory, ap- 
preciated bimself more bigbly tban the lord or even 
tbe monarcb tbrougb wbose territory be was passing. 
He considered tbe monarchs of Europe as reigning 
only by tbe permission of bis leader and bis own 
arms. 

Tbus some were influenced by babit, otbers by tbe 
dulness of cantonments ; tbe greater number by no* 
velty, and, above ail, by glory; ail by émulation; 
and, lastly, by their confidence in a leader wbo bad 
been always fortunate, and by tbe hope of a speedy 
victory, which would terminate the war by a coup' 
de»mainf and restore us sbortly to our domestic 
beartbs: for, with respect to tbe wbole army of 
Napoléon, as was tbe case with some volunteers 
at tbe court of Louis XIV., a war was often no 
more tban a single battle, or a rapid and brilliant 
joumey. 

We were at présent advancing to tbe confines of 
Europe, whère no European army bad been before ! 
We were going to set up the pillars of Hercules ! 
The greatness of the enterprise ; the agitation of ail 
Europe co-operating to accomplish it ; the imposing 
equipment and array of four hundred thousand in- 
fantiy and«igbty thousand cavalry ; the clash of arms» 
the trampling of borses, and the notes of martial 
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ttiuie; tli« incestant warlike reports lad BiiUtiiy< 
•oimdtt kindled eren the reterans into enthusiasml 
The moet insensible coold not escape the snimatinf 
influence; the contagion was universal. 

Finally, williout so many mottrea to ardour^ tha 
constitution of the army waa goodi aod ererjr gooi 
army is di^osed Ibr «an 
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BOOK IV; 



CHAPTBR L 

Napolbon was aatisfied, and expreeted himaelf as 
foUowB :— *< Soldiers, the second Polliih war ia bagûo* 
The first was termbated at Friedland and Tilsit. At 
niait, Russia swore to an eternal alliance with 
France, and war against England. She haa violated 
her oatli ; she will gire no expianation of ber singular 
condact till fhe French eagles hare repaased the Rhine, 
aiid eoftsequentlf left our allies at her discrétion. 
Rnsfiia is driyeh onwards by fatality ; her destiniel 
are about to be accomplished. Does she believe we 
hâve deg^nerated ? Should we be no longer the sol- 
diers of Austerlitz f She bas placed us between dis*- 
grâce and war ; the choice cannot be for an instant 
doubtful? Let us then march forward, cross the 
Niémen, and carry the war into her territory. Thb 
jKcond Polifih war will be glorious to the French 
anns like the furst ; but the peace which ^vb shall con* 
clude Will carry with it ils own guarantee, and wil] 
|mt an end to the fatal influence which for the last 
fifty years Russia bas had on the affaira of Europe.'' 

This address, which was then regarded as pro* 
plietie, was well adapted to an expédition that seems"^ 
almost fkbulous. Il was appropriate enough to in* 
voke destiny, and to believe in its empire, when so 
many men and so much glory were about to be con« 
eigned over to it. 

The émperor Alexander also harangued bis anny, 
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but in a yery di^Terent style. Borne persons imagined 
that they saw in thèse proclamations the différence 
between the two nations, the two emperors, and their 
relative situations. . In fact, one, being on the défen- 
sive side, was simple and moderate ; the other, being on 
the offensive one, was fîill of audacity, and breathing 
victory in every line ; the former reposcd on religion, 
the other on fate ; the one on patriotism, the other on 
glory ; nèither of them, howevef , spoke of the libé- 
ration of Poland, whicb was the real subject of the 
war. 

We directed our roarch easterly, with our left to 
the north and our right to the south. , On our right, 
Volhynia invoked us with its most ardent prayers ; in 
' the centre, actuated by similar feelings, were Wilna, 
Minsk, and the whole of Lithuania and Samogitia ; 
before our left, Courland and Livonia awaited their 
fate in silence. 

Alexander's army, three hundred thousand strong» 
kept thèse couritries in check. From the banks ot 
the Vistula,from Dresden, ând even from Paris, Napo« 
leon had surveyed it, and decided upon it. He had seen 
that its centre,' commanded by Barclay, extended from 
Wiina and Kowno as far as Lida and Grodno, resting 
its right on the Vilia and its left on the Niémen* 

That river covered the front of the Russians by the • 
winding which it makes from Orodno to Kowno ; for 
it is only between thèse two cities that the Niémen 
running towards the north crossed the line of our 
attack, and served as a frontier to Lithuania. Before 
arriving at Grodno, and after leaving Kowno, it flows 
towards the west. 

To the south of Grodno, Bagration, with sixty-five 
thousaiid men, near Wolkowisk ; and to the north of 
Kowno, at Rossiana and Keydani, Wittgenstein with 
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twenty-siz thootuid men siipplied th^ trant of thtt 
natural frontier with Aeir bayonets. 

Another army, fifty thousand strong, called the army 
of reserve, was fbrmed at Lutsic, in Volhynia, to keep 
Ihat proyince in check, and watch Schwartzenberg : it 
^as intrusted to Tormasof, tiil the treaty, ready to be 
fligned at Bucharest, should permit Tchîchakoff and 
tho greater part of the army of Moldavia to join it. 

Alexander, and under him Barclay de Tolly, hig 
Tninîlter of war, direeted the whole of thèse forces. 
They were dlvided into three armies, called the first 
«rmy of the west, under Barclay, the second army of 
ihe west under Bagration, and the army of reserve 
ander Tormasof. Two other corps were fbrmed, one 
«t Mozyr, in the environs of Bobruisk, and the other 
at Riga and Dunaberg. The reserves were at Wilna 
tind Swentziany. Finally, a vast intrenched camp 
was raised before Drissa, in a bend of the Duna. 

The French emperor considered that this position 
behind the Nienien was neither fît for attack nor de* 
fence, and that the Russian army veas not better 
situated for effecting a retreat ; that, being eztended 
over a line of sixty leagues, it might be surprised and 
dispersed, whidi actually happened : that, more obvi« 
ously still, might the left of Barclay, and the whole 
army of Bagration at Lida and Wolkowisk, in front 
of the marshes of the Berezina, which they covered 
instead of being covered by them, be driven back upon 
those marshes and taken ; or, at least, that a shax^ and 
direct attack upon Kowno and Wilna, would eut them 
off from their line of opération, which was indicated 
by Swintziany and the intrenched camp at Drissa. 

In fact, Doctorof and Bagration were already sepa* 
rated from that Une, and, instead of remaining in mass 
with Alexander before the roads leading to the Duna 
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in order to défend thenii or arail themielvet of thea 
tbey were forty leagues to their right. 

Napoléon, therefore, divided his forces into five 
annies; while Schwartzenberg coming from Gai* 
iicia with hb thirty thousand Auftrians (whof e num* 
ber he was ordered to exaggerate) kept in check 
TormatK>f, and called the attention of Bagration to tbe 
south ; while tbe king of Westphalia, with his eighty 
thousand men, gave employment to that gênerai la 
front, near Grodno* without attacking bim at first 
very violently; while the viceroy of Italy, near Pilony, 
held hîmself in readiness to interpote between Bagra« 
tion and ToUy; and finally, while on the extrême ieft, 
Macdonald, debouching at Tilsit, invaded tbe north of 
Lithuania, and poured in upon the right of Wittgen- 
fetein ; Napoléon, with two hundred thousand sien was. 
to precipitate hiinself upon Kowno, upon Wilna, and 
upon his rival, and overthrow him by a single shock. ' 

If the Russian Emperor gave way, he would press 
hard upon him ; he would throw him back upon Drissa 
and the. commencement of his Une of opération ; then» 
inatantly despatching detachments to the right, ha 
would surround Bagration and ail the corps of the 
left of the Kussians, which by this sudden irruption 
he would bave separated from their right. 

I hasten to give a summary aceount of our two 
wings, being eager to retum to tbe centre, and to ap» 
pi y myself without distraction to depicting the grand 
scènes which were there exhibited. Macdonald com- 
mauded tbe left wing. His invasion rested on the 
Baltic, and, opposed to tbe ÎR-ussian right wing, threat* 
encd Revel, then Riga, and, cven Petersburg itself* 
IJe soon appeared before Riga. War was for some 
time stationary under its walls: although not of great 
moment, it was maintained by Macdonald with judg- 
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ment, science, and glory, even during his retreat ; to 
which he was not compelled either by winter or the 
enemy, but solely by the command of Napoléon. 
. With respect to his right wing, Napoléon had de» 
pended upon the support of Turkey, in which he failed. 
He had concluded that the Russian army of Volhynia 
would follow the gênerai movement of Alexander'a 
retreat ; whereas Tormasof, on the cont;rary, advanced 
in our rear. The French army then found itself un* 
covered and threatened with being turned in thèse 
immense plains. Nature presenting no security in 
that part, as she did for our left wing, it was requisite 
to make it strong enough to est on itself. Forty 
thousand Saxons, Austriàns, and Foies remained there 
in observation. 

' Tormabof was defeated ; but another army which 
the peace of Bucharest rendered disposable, united 
with the remains of the first. From that time the war 
on that point became défensive. It was carried on 
supinely, as was naturally to be expected, and although 
along Avith that army of Austrians a number of Foies 
also were left, and likewise a French gênerai, that 
gênerai washeld inhigh estimation, notwithstaiiding 
reverses, and not so held without good foundatîon. 

No success or reverse was hère décisive. But the • 
position of that corps, which was almost wholly Au* 
strian, became of more and more importance, when tha 
grand army retreated upon it. It will be seen, whe* 
th<er Schwartzenberg deceived the confidence placed in 
him ; whether he permitted us to be surrounded on 
the Berezina, and whether it is true that he then ap* 
peared désirons of being only an armcd spectator 
of the moraentous contest. 

Between thèse two wings the grand army marched 
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towards the Niémen^ in three separate ii}as$es. Tli« 
king of Wefltphalia, with eighty thousand men, took 
tbe direction of Grodno ; the viceroy of Italy, witb 
eerenty-five thousand, that of Pilony ; Napoléon, with 
iwo hundred thousand, that of Nogaraiski, a farm ti» 
tuated three leagues beyond Kowno. On the SSrd of 
June, before day, the impérial columns reached the 
Niémen^ but jnthout teeing it. The border of the 
great Prueeiau foreM of Pilwisky, and the hilly ground 
which Unes the river, concealed that grand army 
which waa about to crots it. 

Napoléon, who had thut far travelled in a carnage* 
mounted cm horseback at two o'clock in the morning, 
Without disguiiing himself^ as bas been falsely 
-stated, he reconnoitred the Russian river to enable 
hitnself, nnder the coter of night, to cross that 
frontier which five months afterwards he was enabled 
to repass only by means of the same obscurity* When 
he had nearly reached the river, his horse fell and 
threw him upon the sand. ". Tijat," said a solitary 
voice, ** is a bad augury ; a Roman would go back V 
It is uncertain whether this was said by hhnself or one 
of his suite. 

Having finished his reconnaissance, he ordered that» 
at the close of the next day, three bridges should be 
thrown over the river, near the village Poniemen ; he 
then went to his quarters, where he passed the whole 
of that day, Sometimes in his tent and sometimes in a 
Polish house, rèclining at his length in the midst of a 
^notionless and buming atmosphère, and in vain seek* 
ing repose. 

When night returaed he procecded towards the 
river. Those who crossed it first were some sappe» 
in a skiff. They landed on the Russian slde in great 
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surprise at finding no impeditnent opposed to thein« 
There they found peace ; xt was on their own side that 
there was war ; every thing was quiet on that foreign 
land which had been depîcted as so menacing. A sub* 
altem Cossack officer, however, who commanded a 
patro^, soon made his appearance. He was alone, and 
seemed to consider himself in perfect peacé, and not 
to know that ail Europe was in arms before him. He 
inquired of the strangers, who they were ? They re» 
plied, *• Prenchmen." — " What do you want," resumed 
the ofiicer, '* and what bas brought you tô Russia V* 
One of the sappers instantly replied, ** To make war 
upon you l To take Wilna ! To liberate Poland !" The 
Gèssack then wîthdrew. He disappeared in the woods, 
înto which three of our soldiers, hurried on by their 
àrdour, and also wishing to soundthe forest^ discharged 
their fire-arms. 

Thus the feeble sound of three muskets, to which 
no reply was given, informed us that a new cam* 
paign hadopened, and that a great invasion was begun* 
That first signal of war produced in the emperor a 
high degree of agitation, arising either from prudence 
or presentiment. Three hundred Voltigeurs immedi- 
ately passod the river, to protect the establishment of 
the bridges. 

Then ail the French columns issued from the 
valleys and the forest. They proceeded to the river's 
side in perfect silence, and under cover of complète 
darkness. It would hâve been necessary to touch 
them in order to discover them. AU fires, and even 
sparku, were forbidden : and they lay down to sleep 
with their arms in their hands, as in the présence of 
an enemy. The green corn, wet with a copious dew, 
served as a bed for the men and as food for the 
horses. 
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On that night, iU coldneis which preyeat^d sleepi 
iU darknaM which lengthened the hoars and aag» 
laentad our wantSi finally, the dangers of the ensiiiii|f 
day, ail imparted to our potition a degree of «erioai* 
aeM and solemnity. But the expectation of a great 
battle afforded « consolation. The proclamation jof 
Napoléon had just been read ; its most remarkable 
passages were repeated in a low voice, and our imagi* 
nationa were kindled by the genius of conqneita. 

The Russian frontier was before us. Alreadywere 
tmr eager eyes attempting to pierce through the 
ehades of night, and catch a view of the '^ promised 
land'' of our glory. We seemed to hear the shouts of 
the Lithuantans at the appioach of their deliTerers. 
We figured to ourselves the river's bank lined by their 
euf^licating hands. Hère we were in want of erery 
thing ; there we should bave every thing in profn* 
•ion ! Our friends would eagerly provide for our ne* 
cessities : we ehould be surrounded by affection and 
gratitude. Of what conséquence was one unpleasant 
night ? The day would soon retum, and bring back 
with it its warmth, and its deligfatfnl illusicms I The 
day came t But it disclosed to us only a dry and 
tandy désert, and dark and.gloomy forests I We then 
tumed to ourselves for consolation and resource, and 
felt our spirits and hopes revired by the in^Kwing 
spectacle of our united army# 

About three hundred paces from the riTer, on the 
most elevated point of ground, weperceived the tent of 
the emperor. Around it the tops and declirities of the 
hillSf and the intenrening valleys, were completely co- 
Tered with men and horses. As soon as the sun had 
risen upon thèse njoveable masses, glittering in arms, 
the signal was given, and the vast multitude instantly 
moved off in three columns towards the three 
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â)e short pUin wbich lap^rated tliwn from the riverj 
drawing çvery moment near«r toit» taking poaseMSOB 
* Qf the three passages, narrowing their ranks for mort 
oonveniently traversing themi and at last reacking 
that foreîgn land which tkey were about to ravage^ 
but wbicb tbey were djsslmed to overspread in a short 
tima vith their own prodigious ruiiis. 

So gr^at was the eageraess of the men on tiiis ooea^i»' . 
aion, that.two divisions of the advaneed gfuard» whils» 
conte^ding forthe hooour of passing over firsti aearly 
proceedêd to violence, and were not quieted without 
difficulty ; Napoléon hasteiied to place bis foot on 
Russian territory ; thus» unbesitatinglyt making thé 
first step towards bis ruiQ. He took bis station at 
first near the bridge, surveyîng the men witb Iodes 
of encouragemcint. They ail saluted him witb the 
usual acclamation, lliey exprassed more animation 
than himself, who perhaps fait at the tima this momen* 
tous aggression weigbing beavily upon bis beart^ or 
waa oppressed by the excessive beat qperating upon 
bis enfeebled frame, or daunted by the disoQuraging 
observation that there was QOthing ibr him to co»» 
quer. 

At length he became impatient, and suddenly dajrled 
off into the country, along the forest which lay on the 
river's bank. He galloped aa fast as bis borse oould 
carry him ; and i^eared eager to meet and coatend 
witb the enemy altfaougb alpne. He went in that di- 
rection more than a league, fi^ding uniform solitude 
tbroughout ; it then became nec^^sary tQ return near . 
tbe bridges, from wl^icb, foUowing the course of the 
river, he proceeded witb bis guard down to Kowno* 

Some of us thought we heard the sound of distant 
cannon. We listened as we still marched.forward, in 
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Qtàer to diseorer -where tbe engagement was goiog 
cm* But, with the exception of Bome troops of Gos* 
sacks, on that day, as on many foliowing ones» the 
only enemy we had to contend with was the '^>^her. 
The emperor had, in fact, netûtoiA$ passed '^Âver, 
before the air became agitated V; a holloW^ MnAid. 
The day was overclouded, and âfè^Vrind rii^t and 
brought with it omiaous peals of thWfUidv, This nie« 
nainng sky, and the bare and unsheltering waste in 
which we then were, greatly depréssed us. Somef 
eyen with ail their late enthusiasm, coasidered the 
storm as a fatal présage. They imagined thàt those 
combustible masses were aocumtdated over ns, and 
aboat to be discharged upoA our hieads, to defisnd the 
coantry against our inrasion. y 

The storm was certainly prodigious as 41a: enter* 
prise. For several hours its black and ponderouy 
doiids continued to thicken and impend over the wholè 
army. From the right tô the left, for the space of fifty 
leagues, the whole of its estent was menaced by its 
flashes, and drenched by its torrents ; the roads and 
fields wereinundated ; and the preriously insupporta- 
ble beat of the atmosphère was suddenly changed to a 
distressing coldness. Ten thousand horses perished 
on the march, and more especially in the bivouaci 
which followed, A great quantity of equipments were 
abândoned on the sands ; and numbers of men, after- 
wards, sunk under their difficulties. ^ 

The emperor found shelter from the first ftiry of the 
storm in a conyent. He soon departed thence for 
Kowno, which was in a state of the greatest disorder. 
The peals of thunder were no longer attended to ; 
those threatening sounds, which stiU murmured in the 
distance, seemed forgotten. For, although the pheno* 
menon, usual as it is at that season of the year, had 



9XPS1>ITZ0N TO RU4SU. US 

ftxvLQk Bozne roinds irith coustern^^tioxi, yet» fenerally 
ipeakiog, tbe reigji of présages may be oonaid^rt^d a« 
paat. A «cepticism, with Bome acute and iogeoious, 
witltotibers thoughtless and brutal^eartkly pasaions» and 
imperiûu^ wanta, haye detached tbe human aoul Irom 
^at (hefnren whenqe it originally pioceeded, and to 
wl^ch it 8hou)d ratum. Acoocdingïy» in that dreadfiil 
disaater the anny saw nothing more Iban a natoral 
«coident n\oet inconveniently occtsurring ; and» far firom 
reo9giii$ing in it the réprobation of their hostile ineiip- 
sion, for which, it is to be remembered» they were by 
AO mefuis responsible, they only found in it occasion 
^or inyeigbing against that fortune, or that climatç, 
4nrhich frqm \vfaatever cause, had presented them wilh 
|io terrible a presf ge. 

On the: same day a particular niafortune was added 
%o the gênerai disaater. Beyond Kowno, Napoléon 
.became inoensed against the Vilia, of "Vi^hich the Cos- 
^aoks had broken down the bridge, and which opposed 
the passage of Oudinot oyer it. He aiFected to' et* 
spise it, as he did every thing that resisted him, ani 
ordered a squadron of Pôles, of lus guard, to throw 
:themselves into it and swim it. This, being excel- 
lent and choice troops» they did without a mon)ientV 
lieaitation. 

At first, they adyanced in good orden; and when they 
eould no longer feel the bottom they redoubled their ef- 
forts. They soon reached the middle of the river by 
Bwinuning. But the current being there most rapid dis- 
nnited them. Their horses then became tarrifiad, and, 
being forced down the stteam, were irresistlbly carried 
away by its violence. They no longer swam, but merely 
^floated, in a state of complète dispersion. Their brave 
»niders manfuUy but vaihly struggied against the dîA- 
ticulty till their strength.gave way, and then ilrmlyra- 
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signed tbemselves to tbeir fat6. Their destruction wai 
certain ; but it was for tbeir country, and in tbeir coim« 
trjr's présence ; tbey bad devoted themselves for tbeir 
great deliyerer ; 'and, just in tbe verjr crisis of sinking, 
tbey suspended for a moment tbeir dying struggles, 
and, tuming tb«ir last looks towards Napoléon, ez- 
daimed, ^ Long lire tbe emperor V Tbree of tbem were 
particularly noticed, wbo, barely able to keep tbeir 
heads above tbe snrface, repeated tbe cry, and were 
swallowed up immediately. Tbe army loolced on witb 
admiration and borror. 

Witb respect to Napoléon, be gare orders ivitb 
qaickness and précision for eyery tbing necessary to 
sare tbe greater number of tbem, but witbout sbowing 
any émotion: wbetber tbis arose from tbe babitoal 
mastery of bis feelings, or from bis considering in 
cases of war ail sensibility as a weakness wbicb ougbt 
to be subdued, and of wbicb be sbould be tbe last to 
gire an example ; or finally, from bis contemplating in 
prospect otber misfortunes, in comparison witb wbicb 
tbis was trifling. 

A bridge was soon after tbrown orer tbat river, 
wbicb carried marsbal Oudinot and tbe second corps 
towards Kedani. During tbat time, tbe rest of tbe 
army was still passing tbe Niémen. It occupied tbree 
entire days. Tbe army of Italy did not cross it till 
tbe SOtb, before Piloni. The army of tbe king of 
Westpbalia did not enter Oiiodno till tbe 80tb. 

From Kowno, Napoléon arrived in tbe course of 
two days at tbe défiles wbicb défend tbe plain of 
Wilna. He waited before be made bis appearance 
Aère to recelée intelligence from bis advaneed 
posts. He boped tbat Alezander would dispute tbat 
capital witb bim Tbe report of fire-arms was actu* 
ally flattering tbis bope in bim, wben information was 
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hrought him that the city was eracuated. Re moTed 
forward to it in gloom and displeasure. H^ accused 
his gênerais of the advanced guard of haying suffered 
the Russian army to escape. This reproach was ad* 
dressed to Montbrun» the most active of tliem ; and 
such was his irritation that he proceeded eyen to me* 
naces. His reproaches, howeyer, and his menaces, 
were equally without effect, and are mentioned, not so 
much for their deserving censure, as fortheir eyincing 
the importance he attached to a speedy yictory. 
. In the midst of his exaspération, he made disposi- 
tions, with considérable address, for entering Wilna» 
He was inymediately preceded and followed by Polish 
régiments ; but, dwelling more on the retreat of the 
Russians than on the grateful and admîring shouts of 
the Lithuanians, he rapidly passéd through the cityt 
apd hastened on to the adyanced posts. Many of the 
finest Hussars of the 8th, haying been engaged unsup- 
ported in a wood, had been just eut to pièces by the 
Russian guard; Segur,* who commanded them, after. 
a desperate defence, fell coyered with wounds. 

The enemy had burned his bridges and magazines ; 
he was retreating by yarious routes, but ail of them in 
the direction of Drissa. Napoléon ordered ail that the 
fire had spared to be coUected together, and the com- 
munications to be re-established, He pushed on 
Murât and his cayalry in the track of Âlexander ; he 
at the same time threw Ney upon his left to. support 
Oudinot, who on the same day defeated and droye back 
Wittgenstein from Develtowo as far as Wilkomir ; he 
then retumed to occupy Âlexander's place at Wilna, 

Tliere his unfolded maps, miiitary reports, and- a 
crowd of officers requiring his orders were ready 
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for hi« arrivai. H^ "Wûm on thé immédiate tbeatre of 
war, and at the imtant of ite most intense aetion ; Be 
had prompt and momentout deeiaiona to fenn $ ofdera 
for putting in motion to gire ; and hospitali, maga* 
zineê, and Unes of opération to establish. 

He wae obliged to question, to read, to compare, 
and finally to ditcorer and appropriate tliat truth whidi, 
in the midst of innumeraUe and contradictorj rep&es 
and reports, vAWByn appears to retreat and oonceal 
itself. 

Nor was thii alL Napoléon, at Wihia, had to or- 
g^nize a new empire ; and to direct the polities of 
Europe, the war in Spatn^ and the goremment of 
France. Hia poiitical, militarf, and admimsâratire 
correspondence, which had been many days in arrear, 
now imperatirely demaaded his attention. For it 
was a practice with him thns to suspend it while in ex» 
pectation of any great erent whidi would détermine 
nîany of his answers, and more or less affect them alL 
On retuming to Wilna, therefore, he in the iirst place 
thre w himself upon a bed, less with a riew to rest than 
méditation ; and soon afiter, snddenly starting upon hia 
feet, he rapidly dictated the orders which he had just 
conceived. 

Intelligence was then receired from Warsaw and 
the Austrian army. Ilie addréss at the opening of 
iiie diet displeased the emperor. Throwing it from 
him, he exclaimed, << It is Prench ; it ongM^ to hâve 
been Polish." With regard to the Austrians, he was 
explicitly informed, that of thefr whole army he oould 
dépend only on their leader. That appeared to him 
sùfficient. 
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In the meanwHile every thing tended to rouse in the 
hearts of the Lithuanians a patriotism still Imng al* 
thougb enfeebled : on the one hand the precipitate re* 
treat of the Russians and the présence of Napoléon; 
on the othert the enthusiastic ardour for independencé 
displayed hy Warsaw ; and aboyé ail, the tight of 
those Polish heroes who re-entered in the train of li« 
berty that country whence they had been baniahed with 
her. Accordingly, the first days were devoted to joy ; 
the happinesB appeared gênerai ; the transport universal* 
In every part the saine sentiments seemed observable i 
in the interior of bouses, at the Windows, and in the 
public places. The inbabitants stopped to congratu* 
Ute and embrace each other in the streets and on tht 
roads ; the aged re-appeared, after long seclusion* 
clothed in the ancient costume, which recalled ideas 
of glory and independencé. They wept for joy at 
sight of the national banners which had just been 
erected ; they were followed by an immense multitude, 
who rent the air with acclamations. But this exulta*^ 
tion, unreflecting in some, stimulated in others, was 
of short duration. 

The Pôles of the grand duchy were always auimated 
by the most noble enthusiasm. Worthy of liberty, 
they sacrificed to it ail those advantages to which the 
greater part of mankind sacrifice liberty itself. On 
the présent occasion they maintained their consistency. 
The diet of Warsaw formed itself into a gênerai con* 
fédération ; declared the kingdom of Poland to be re« 
established ; convoked the dietins ; invited ail ^oland 
to confédérale ; ordered ail Pôles in the Itiuisian 
•rmy to leave Russia ; appointed a représentative of 
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ittelf in a gênerai cooncil ; provided against any dis» 
turbance of the entablished order ; and, finally, tent a 
deputation to the king of Saxony, and an addrees to 
Napoléon. 

TÏie Senator Wibicki preiented this addrees to faim at 
Wilna. He taid tbat *' The Polet had not been subjected 
by peace or by war, but by treason ; that tliey were 
therefore by right free, in the sîghtof God as irell as 

man ; that, at présent, having it in their power 
lo be so in &ct, that right becâme a duty ; that they 
demanded independence for their brethren the Lithn* 
anians, who were itill slaves ; that they ofTered them- 
eelres as a centre of union to the whole Polish faimly ; 
but that it belonged to him who dictated to the âge its 
litstory, and in whoœ the power of providence resided, 
to support the efforts which that providence must 
approve; that, accordingly, ^ey were corne to re* 
quest Napoléon the Grcat merely to pronoonce the 
wcttrds, ' Letthe kingdam ofPoland be^* and it would 
be; that ail Pôles would dévote themselves W^ikt 
eonmiands of the diief of the fourth French dynasty, 
before whom âges were but a moment, and spaceonly 
a point." 

Napoléon replied, <* Gentlemen depnties of the con- 
fédération of Poland, I hâve heard with interest what 
yon hâve just addressed to me. Were I a Pôle, I 
should think and aet as you do ; I should hâve voted 
Uke you in the AssemUy of Warsaw. The love of 
his country is the first duty of civilized ipan. 

^ In my situation I bave many interests to oonci- 
liate, and many duties to perform. Had I reigned 
during the first, the second, or the third Partition of 
Poland, I should hâve armed my people for its dé- 
fonce. As soon as victory enabled me to re-eslàblish 
yimr ancient laws in your capital, and in a part of your 
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provinces, I did so, without seelting to prolong the 
war» which.would hâve contmued to shed the blood 
of my subjects. 

*' I love your nation ! For sixteen years I hâve leen 
your soldiers at my aide in the fields botli of Italy and 
Spain. I applaud what you hâve done ; I authori^e 
the efforts which you wish to make; I wiil do ail 
that dépends upon me to second your résolutions. 
If your endeavours be unanimous, you may cherish' 
hopes of compelling your enemies to acknowledge- 
your rights ; but, in countries so remote and so ex4 
tensive, it is solely from the united efforts of the po*' 
pulation with which they are covered that thèse 
hopes can be derived. 

** From my fîrst entrance into Poland I bave held 
the same language to you. I must now add, that I 
hâve guaranteed to the emperor of Austria the inte» 
grîty of his dominions, and that I cannot sanction any 
manœuvre or movement "^hich may tend to disturb the 
peaceable possession of the Polish provinces still re» 
màining to him. 

'* Only let Lithuania, Samogitîa, Witepsk, Mohilef, 
Volhynia, the Ukraine, and Podolia be animated by 
the same spirit as'I bave observed in Great Poland, 
and Providence will crown your good cause '^th suc* 
cess. I will recompense the dévotion of your several 
countries, which is so interesting to my feelings, and^ 
gives you so many titles to my esteem and protection, 
by ail that is in my power in the circumstances in 
which ï am placed." 

The Pôles had conceîved they were goîng to address 
the sovereign arbiter of the world, him whose every 
Word was a decree, and whom no accommodating 
maxims of ordinary poiicy could check in his course. 
TTliey knew not to what they could attribute the cii>' 
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cunupection of this answen They douUed tbe uiten« 
tions of Napoléon : the zeal of some was chilled ; tbe 
indifférence of others was justified ; ail were astonished. 
Even tlioee about him questioned each otber urbat 
could be tlie motives of a caution eridently so unsea* 
fonable, and which wai so foreign to bis babits. 
'* What tben was tbe object of the war î Was be 
afraid of Austria ? was be disconcerted by tbe re- 
treat of tbe Russians ? was be become doubtful of bis 
fortune, and unwilling to bind bimself before Europe 
by engagements wbicb be was not sure of being ablç 
to keep ?" 

^^ Had tbe coldness of Litbuania affected bim 7 or 
ratber, was be apprebensiye of the explosion of a pa« 
triotism wbicb be migbt no longer be able to control, 
and witb respect to wbicb be bad not yet decided for 
wbat fate be sbould réserve it V 

Wbatever were bis motives, be was desirous that the 
Lîthnanians sbould appear to bring about their own 
freedom themselves ; and as, at tbe same time,be cre- 
ated a govemment for them, and dictated to them even 
tbe direction and irruptions of their patriotism, he 
placed both bimself and them in a false position, which 
led perpetually to mistakes, contradictions, and half 
measures. They did not mutually understand each 
other, and bence arose mutual distrust. In retum 
for so many sacrifices to be madc by the Foies, they 
were desirous of engagements more positive and bind* 
ing. But their union in one kingdom not having 
Veen pronounced, the fear that usualiy opérâtes at the 
instant of momentous décisions increased, and the 
confidence which they had just lost in bim they lost 
also in themselves. 

It was at that time that he appointed seven Lâtba 
anians to constitute the new government. Tha» 
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choioe was in 8ome respects luifortunate : it diagustod 
Ihe jealous pride of a nobility n^ver sasy to be salis* 
fied. 

The four lithuaman provinces of Wilns» Miask^ 
Orodno» and Bialyetock, had each of Ihedi a conums- 
sion of governmentv and aatioaal 8ttb-pre£Nt» Bvorf 
commune was to havo had its municipality ; but Lkhu» 
aaia was in fact govemed by an impérial comiiÉissioneri^ 
and by four Frencb auditofs wder Ihe titlo of inton*** 

From thèse £aullS| perhiqps inevitablo, aod S8pe«» 
cially from Ihe eitcesses of an army placed in Ihe 
alternative of plundering ils allies» or ilself perishing* 
by famine, there resulled a gênerai ooldness and indif* 
ference. Of this the empero^ ooidd not enlertain a 
doubt. He cakulated tbal tibe Lîthua&isns amoimtsd 
lo four millions ; but h« was seoooded by only a faw 
thousands of Ihem 1 Their pospolite, wUeh he had 
estimated at more than a hundred thousand men, had 
decreed him a guard of hoiiour; three cavalry loldiers 
only attended him! The large population of Volhynia 
remained immoveable ; and Napoléon again appealed 
from them to victory. While fortunate, such coldness 
did not annoy him sufficiently ; and when he beoame 
unfortunate, whether f r<Hn a fe^liag of pride or josticef 
he never complained of it. 

. The dispositions of the Lithuanians had al first but 
little e£fect upon the French army, as we had always 
cmtertained full confidence in the emperor and in 
curselves; but when our forces were diminished, we 
legan to look around us, and the more we examined, 
the more clearly we saw our exigency. Three Lithu- 
anian gênerais, eminent in name, in property, and in 
sentiments, followed the emperor. The French gêne- 
rais Hpbraided them with the ooldness of their coun* 
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tiyiiwii. The «rdour of the people of Warsaw in 180^, 
wgt propoted at an example to thern. The animated 
diiscuu ion which followed» as alto many othera, (and I 
fhall hère giye a rammary of the whole together) 
paeaed in the présence of Napoléon, near the place 
where he was transacting business; and as there was 
truth on hoth sides, as in thèse conversations the op- 
posite allégations eontested without destroying each 
other ; in short, as the original and more récent causes 
of the indifférence of the Lithuaniens are deyeloped 
hy themt it would be inexcusable to omit them. 

The Polish gênerais, then, replied to the reproach, 
^ That they eonceived they liad receiTcd properly the 
Uberty which we had brought them. That every one, 
h riiould be considered, lored according to his peculiar 
eharacter : that the Lithuanians were of a colder 
nature than the Pôles, and consequently less social 
Md communicatire. That, after ail, the sentiments 
might be the same, althoogh the expression of them 
might be différent 

** That, besides, the circumstances of the two cases 
were totally différent. That in 1806, the French 
had liberated Poland after having conquered the Prus* 
sians ; while, in the présent instance, if they freed 
lithuania from the Rusyian yoke, it would be before 
they had subjugated Russia. That, accordingly, the 
one party would nàturally accept with transport* a 
Uberty which was yictorions and certain; but the 
other with some degree of gravity a liberty which 
was doubtful and j^erilous; that a man did not pur- 
chase a commodity with the same air with which he 
received it gratuitously. That, at Warsaw, six ycars 
ago, the inhabitants had nothing to do but to prépare 
for festivals and galas; but that now, at Wilna, 
where they had just seen displayed ail the power of the 
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Russians, where their army was known to be untouch^ 
ed, and tbe motives of its retreat merely prudential 
mstead of festivals, they had rather to equip them* 
selves for battles. 

'* And with wbat means ? Why had not liberty been 
brought to them in 1807 ? Lithuania was then ricb and 
populous. Since that time the continental System, 
by sealing up tbe only passage for ber productions, 
liad impoverisbed her, while tbe wary poiicy of tbe 
Russians had depopulated ber by recruitings, and, 
more recently, by tbe removal of an immense multi 
tude of nobles, peasants, carnages and cattle, wbioh 
the Russian army bad carried off witb it.'* 

To thèse causes they added the scarcity wbich arose 
from the inclemency of the weather in 181 Ij and the 
accidents and damage to wbich the peculiarly ricb 
corn of those countries is subject. ** But why were not 
the Southern provinces applied to 7 There, were to be. 
found men, horses, and every description of food in 
abundance. Notbing more would be required than to 
drive out Tormasof and bis army. Perbaps, indeed, 
Schwartzenberg was marching thither. But would it 
be wise to intrust the libération^ of Volhynia to Au* 
Btrians, the uneasy and fearful usurpers of Gallicià t 
Would such men establish liberty on the very confines 
of slavery? Why were not Frenchmen and Pôles 
employed on such a mission ? But, in that case, it 
would bave been necessary to stop short, to carry on 
tbe war more methodically, to take time for arranging 
and organizing; and Napoléon, influenced unques* 
tionably by the distance from bis own territory, by tbe 
expense in wliicb every additional day involved him 
for the support of bis army, dependiiig upon that 
army with unbounded confidence, and eager to obtaîn 
with it one great victory, saerificed every tbing to the 
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I^Ope of finî>hing the war by a single, speedy, and d6« 
cbive conflict/' 

Hère fehey were interrupted: thèse reasons, although 
true, were considered as insufiicient excuses* '^ They 
said nothisg about tbe roost effective cause of ibe 
ioactivity of their countrymeut whîcb was the inte- 
rested partiality of the nobles to the adroit policy of 
the Rutsians, who flattered their vanity, re^pected 
thelr usages, and çonfirmed their rights over the 
peasantry, Mrhom tlte French came to liberate. No 
dottbtf it was added, they considered national indepen- 
dence too dear at such a price/' i 

This reproach was well founded, and although there 
was nothing personal in it, the Lithuanian générait 
felt hurt. *< You talk,'' said one of them, ^^ of our inde- 
pendence, but it must surely hâve been highly critical, 
since, although at the head of four hundred thousand 
men, you were «fraid to compromise yourselves hy 
acknowledging it ; for you bave not really recQgnised 
it, either by word or act. Our provinces are governed 
by your own auditors, entirely new men, and upon an 
entirely new System of adminiftration. They exact 
from us imperiously and enormoiisly, and leave as 
ignorant for whom we in fact make sacrifices which 
we should willingly make only to our country. They 
show «s the emperor everywhere, and the republic 
aowhere. You présent no object or end for our exer- 
tipn, and yet are surprised that we do not make it. 
Tbose whom we do not like as fellow-citizens, you 
appoint as our chiefs. Wilna, notwithstanding oar 
supplications, remains separated from Warsaw : thus 
.disunited from each other, you require of us that con- 
fidence in our strength which union alone can 8upply« 
The soldiers whom you expected from us are offered 
you; thlrty thousand men are ail ready to jo^n you, 
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bttt yott refuse them arms, clothing, and pay «vhich 
yre cannot onrselves supply." 

AU thèse imputations might, perhapa» hâve been 
çontested ; but he added, ^* Certainly, we do not con- 
sider liberty as an afFair of bargain and sale, but we 
find, in fact» that it is not offered to us with perfect dis- 
interestedness. ^The report of y our excesses bas erery 
where preceded you ; they are not trifling and local, 
for your army marches in a line of fifty leagues' ex- 
tent. Even at Wilna, notwithstanding the multiplied 
prders of your emperor, the suburbs hâve been plun* 
dered ; and men naturally distrust the liberty which is 
brought to them by licentiousness. 
. *< What is it, moreover, that you really expect from 
our zeal ? looks of satisfaction ; exclamations of joy ; 
e£fusions of gratitude ? when every returning day in- 
forms us that pur farms or villages are laid waste ? 
for the little that the Russians were unable to carry 
off with them is devoured by the half-famished 
columns of your army. In its rapid marches, crowds 
of marauders of ail nations stray from their flauks, 
from whom we are constantly obliged to défend 
ourselves. 

'* What is it, then that you require ? that our coun- 
trymen should hasten to meet you on your march, 
bringing you their corn> presenting you with their 
flocks, and offering themselves, completely armed 
and clothed, to your service ? Alas ! what hâve they 
left to give you ? Your brigands take every thing by 
violence; thereis no time afforded for offering it. 
Look at that avenue to the impérial quart ers. Do 
you see that man there ? he is nearly naked ; he 
groans with bitterness, and is as you see stretching 
out his hajads to you in supplication ! That very man, 
whose misery now so strongly excites your compas- 
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8ion, if oné of thoie same nobles from whom yoa es* 
pected assistance ; only yesterday, fiill of ardoufi lie 
was bastening to join yoa, witb bis daugbter, bis vas* 
sais, and bis property; be was coming to présent 
bimself and bis serrices to your emperor, bat be fell is 
witb tbe Wirtemberg brigands, and was despoiled of 
every tbing : be is no longer a fatber ; be is scarcely 
a man.^' 

Every one was struck witb borror, and bastened 
to tbe anbappy victim's relief; Frencbmen, GermaaSy 
Lithuanians, ail joined in deploring tbose excesses, bol 
none could find a remedy for tbem. In fact, bow was 
it possible to re-establisb discipline in sacb immense 
masses, pasbed forward witb sucb précipitation, corn- 
manded by so many leaders of différent manners, cba« 
rocters, and coantries, and compelled to lire by pfamder. 

In Prussia, tbe emperor bad ordered bis army to 
take witb tbie^ provibions only for twenty days* This 
was wbat tbey would want to gain possession of 
Wilna by a single battle. Victory was to effect tbe 
rest. But tbe fligbt of tbe enemy postponed tbat 
victory. Tbe emperor migbt bave waited for bis con- 
voys ; but, baving surprised tbe Russians, be bad 
disunited tbem, and be was reluctant to let go bis 
bold, and lose bis advantage. He tberefore pasbed 
on in pursuit of tbem four bundrcd tbousand men, 
witb twenty days' proviifions, over a country wbicb, 
in tbe time of Charles XIL, was found unable to main- 
tain bis twenty tbousand Swedes. 

It was not tbrougb want of foresigbt ; for immense 
convoys of buUocks followed the army, tbe greater 
part in droves, and the rest bamessed to the provi- 
sion-waggons. Their drivers bad been organtsed to 
battalions ; but, irritated by tbe slow movements of 
thèse beavy cattle, they bad killed gréât nombers of 
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^enif or suffered them to die from inanition. Many 
were seen at Wilna, and At Minsk, some even reached 
Vmolensk, but at a very late period ; they were of no 
ise bat to the recruits and reinforcaments by which 
we were foUowed. 

Mor^oTer) Dantzic alone contained grain enough 
to supply the whole army. It supported Konigsberg. 
Provisions had been sent from it up the Pregel, in 
large lighters, as far as Wehlaû, and in smaller ones» 
as far as Insterberg. The other conyoys went by land 
ftom Konlgsberg to Labiau, and were to proceed 
theilce, by the Niémen and the Viliav to Kowno and 
Wilna. But the Vilia, being nearly drîed up, could 
oe of no use for such conveyanee, and that deficiency, 
therefore, was to be supplied. 

Napoléon hated professional contractors. He or* 
dered the administration of the army to organize li- 
thuanian carriages : fîve hundred were accordingly 
eoliected ; but when ho saw them he was disgnsted 
with them. He then permitted a bargain to be mado 
with Jews, who are the only merchants in the coun* 
try ; and the provisions which had been stopped at 
Kowno, arrived at last at Wilna : but the army had 
then left it. 



CHAPTER IV. 

âT was the grand column, that of the centre, whieh 
suffered most: they followed the track whieh the 
Russians had nearly ruîned, and of which the French 
àavanced guard had completed the destruction. Those 
ro/amns which took latéral routes found what they 
wanted in them ; but they eoliected and managed it 
with great carelessness and disorder. 

%2 



'29 fllUTORf CfW WAPOLEON^t 

The calamities, tbcrefore, occasioned bjr that rapid 
march, are by no means to be imputed entirely to 
Napoléon ; for order and discipline were kept up in 
the army oi Davoust ; it suffered less from scarcity \ 
and it was nearly the same with that oî Prince Eugène^ 
In thèse two corps, when recoarse was had to maraud- 
ingy it was with method and care ; no more eyil was 
committed than was necessary ; the soldiers were ob- 
liged to carry many days' rations ; they were prerented 
from squandering and wasting them. The same pré- 
cautions might, therefore, hâve been acted upon else- 
where ; but, whether from their having been used to 
carry on war in fertile countries, or from mère mili- 
lary ardor, many of the other leaders thought more of 
{ghting the enemy than of managing properly their 
lesources. 

Accordingly, Napoléon was often obliged to shut 
&s eyes to a course of pillage* which he had prohibited 
m vain ; he, also, was well aware of the attraction 
which that mode of subsisting holds out to the soldier ; 
that it makes him fond of war as a source of wealth, 
that it gratifies by the authority it often gives him 
over classes superior to his own ; that it carries with 
it ail the charm of a war of the poor agaînst the 
rich ; and, finally, that the pleasure of both feeling 
and displaying the power of the strongest is inces- 
santly experienced in it. 

Yet, on hearing of thèse excesses, he was highly 
indignant. He issued menacing proclamations, and 
charged the moveable columns composed of French 
and Lithuanians, to put them in exécution : and, ex- 
asperated as we were against thèse maranders, we 
engaged in the «ervice with great good will. But 
when, at any time, we forced from them the bread or 
the cattle which they had seized, and saw them quit us, 
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ftometimes with an expre8«ion of despair, BomatimM 
aven in tears, and heard them xnuttering in anguish, 
*< that, not content with giving them nothing, we took 
erery thing from them, and must certainly intend 
that they should perish by hunger/' we then accused 
onnelves of barbarity towards our own party and con« 
nexionBfWe called them back to us, and restored to them 
their prey ; oonsidering that imperious necessity urged 
to thèse irregularities, and that the officer himself 
waa sustained only by sharing with his soldiers what 
they had thus acquired. 

A position so excessive naturally induced excesses. 
Thèse rough and rugged men, with anns in their 
hands, assailed by so many uncontrollable wants^ 
could no longer observe, on many occasions, any 
modération or control at ail. They reached the habi» 
tations at which they applied in a state of nearly half» 
starvation ; they at first asked for what they wanted ; 
but, whether for want of being understood, Or because 
the inhabitants refused or were unable to satisfy 
Ihtm, and they could not or would not themselves 
wait, an altercation began, in the course of which, 
irritated every moment more and more by hunger, they 
became at length savage, and ransacking cottages or 
^stles, just as it happened, without finding the sus- 
tenance they wanted, they, in the IVenzy of their de- 
spair, accused the inhabitants of being hostile to them, 
and wreaked their revenge on the owners by the de- 
struction of their property. 

There were some, however, who destroyed thém» 
Belves rather than proceed to such extremities ; and 
others after they had committed them ; thèse were tbe 
youngest of the men. They rested their heads on 
the muzzles of their muskets, and blew their brains 
labout the road^ But many became hardened in tè0 
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practice of plunder and destruction ; one éxcess led 
to another, as a man often becomes more eager an/ 
heated by the blows which he inâicts. Among thèse 
some depraved wretches revenged their own calami** 
ties upon the persons of indirîduals who fell into their 
hands. * Physical nature around them appearing cruel 
and relent less, they became relentless and cruel 
theniselves; at so great a distance, and abandoned 
tô théir own guidance, they thought every thing allow- 
able to them, and that, as they endured sufferings, 
so they might inflict them. 

In an army so very numerous, and coUected from so 
many nations, more offenders might naturally be ex- 
pected thAn in others. The causes of so many calami- 
ties brought new ones in their train ; weak as they 
-were, through want of food, it was necessary for 
them to hasten onward by forced marches, that they 
might more speedily terminate that dreadful want, 
and reach the constantly retreating enemy. When 
night came, there was a hait, and the soldiers entered 
the houses of the place in crowds and confusion, and 
threw themselves on the ' dirty and disgusting straw 
prépared for them, overcome equaiiy by hunger and 
weariness. 

The stoutest among them had only energ^ enough 
left to knead the flour which they found, and beat ths 
ovens with which ail those houses were provided, 
while the others dragged themselves a few paces to 
kindle the Ares necessary for cooking their meal. Their 
ofBcérs, like themselves, almost exhausted, feebly 
ordered more précautions than before to be obscrved, 
but neglected to examine how far they were obeyeil. 
In thèse circumstances, a spark from thèse ovens, or 
a ilake from thèse bivouac fires, sometimes occa^ioned 
ibe conflagration of a château, or village, and the 
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destruction of many unhappy soldiers who had taken 
up their refuge there. Thèse disasters, howeyer, 
were not common in Lithuania. 

The emperor was not ignorant of thèse détails, but 
he felt it impossible, iu existing circumstances, to 
prevent the evil. Already, at Wilna, ail thèse dis- 
orders had taken place: the duke of Treviso, among 
others, had informed him of them. " From the Nié- 
men to the Vilia, he had seen nothing but houses laid 
waste, and carriages and caissons abandoned ; they ware 
found dispersed on the roads and in the fields, ove»> 
turned, broken open, and their contents scatteredeyery 
where about, and the best part of them plundered, as 
if they had been taken by the enemy. It seemed as 
if he had been pursuing a routed army. Ten thousand 
horses had boen killed by the chilling rains of the 
great storm, and by eating the green com which they 
had been unused to, but which alone could now be 
procured for them : they lay on the road, which they 
now impeded : their carcases exhalcd a mephitic odour 
that was insupportably offensive ; it wasa newplague, 
which some . compared to famine ; famine, however, 
was inexpressibly more terrible ; many soldiers of tho 
young guard had already died of hunger." 

Napoléon had heard thus far with calmness, but at 
that passage he hastily interrupted the reader, and 
seemed desirous of escaping from his pain by incredu- 
lity. " It is impossible l" he cried. ** Where are their 
twenty days* provisions ? Soldiers well-officered never 
die of hunger." 

A gênerai, who was the author of this last report, 
being présent, Napoléon turned round to him, and put 
a variety of pressing questions to him ; and that ofHcer, 
either through weakness of cliaracter or uncertainty, 
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raplied that the unfortunate men had not died from 
hiinger but intoxicatioiu 

The emperor then remained pertuaded that the pri* 
ratioiii of bit soldieri were exaggerated to him. With 
reipect to other points, *« We muet bear/' be said, 
<* ae well ae we can the loss of a few borses, and a few 
equipinents, and eren the destruction of a few habita- 
tions ; it is a passing and a momentary torrent ; it u 
tbe un&TOurable aspect of war ; an eyil leading to a 
good ; mbfortune must ba\re her share in every tbing ; 
my riches and benefits will repair any tosses ; ont 
grand resuit will compensate for ail ; I only want 
one victory; if I bave enough remaining to obtain 
tbaty it is sufficient" 

The duke remarked, that that might be attained by 
a more methodicai march, attended by the magazines ; 
but be wàs not listencd to* Some to whom the mar- 
sbal, wbo had corne from Spain, complained of this 
neglect at the time» observed to him in reply, *^ that 
tbe emperor was, in fact, irrîtated by the récital of 
misfortunes which be considered irrémédiable, bis po- 
licy absolutely requiring a success prompt and déci- 



sive." 



They added, *^ that they clearly perceived tbe heaith 
of their leader was impaired ; and that, in the mean 
tiroe, compelled to throw himself into positions more 
and more critical, hc could not without a degree of 
vexation and iil-humour, contemplate the difEculties 
which be too hastily evaded, and which he suffered to 
accumulate behind him : difiiculties which he would 
at tbe moment cover with contempt or scom, to dis- 
guise the importance of them, and in order himself to 
préserve that energ^ of mind necessary to surmount 
them. Uneasy and barassed by the new and very 
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critical situation înto which he had just thrown him-' 
•elf, and impatient to escape from it, he incessantly pro« 
ceeded with his march, pushing his army perpetually 
and impetuously forward^ in order to hâve done with 
the crisis as soon as possible/' 

Thus Napoléon felt a sort of necessity for self-de- 
lusion. It is well-known that the greater part of his 
ministers were no flatterefs. Facts and men both 
spoke. But what could they teach him ? What was 
he ignorant of ? Had not ail his préparations been dîc- 
tated by the clearest foresight ? What could any one 
buggest to him that he had not himself said and even 
written times without number ? It was after he bad 
foreseen and provided for even the minutest détails, 
àfter having prepared against every inconvenience, 
after having arranged every thing for a slow and sys« 
iematic war, that he threwoffallhis précautions, aban* 
doned ail his préparations, and sufFered himself to be 
carried away by the influence of habit, by the necessity 
of short wars, rapid victories, and sudden treaties. 



CHAPTER V. 

In circumstances thus seribus, BalachofF, a Russian 
and a minister of the emperor of Russia,' presented 
himself vrith a flag of truce before the Fx'ench 
outposts. He was received with due respect ; and the 
army, whosQ ardour was already soméwhat abated, 
hoped for peàce. 

He brought Napoléon a verbal communication from 
Alexander. " There was," said that emperor, " still 
tinie to treat. A war, Vhich the soil, climate, 
and character of Russia would rendér interminable, 
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had begun ; but réconciliation bad not become mi« 
poMible, and from one bank of the Niémen to tfae 
ocber they might etill corne to a mutaal and good 
understanding/' Balachoff added, '' that hie master 
declared solemnly before Europe that he waa not the 
aggressor ; that bis ambasMdor at Paris, in demanding 
hit paesportfly by no meant meant to imply the i^up* 
tare of peace, and that the French, therefore, had 
madetheir appearance in Russia without any déclara- 
tion of war/' No nbw propositions were comninni* 
oftted throogh this minister, whether written or ver* 

bal. 

The choiee of the individual selected for this mis- 
akm had been remarked. He was the Russian minister 
of police. That office requires a talent for observation ; 
and it was thought probable that he was corne to exer* 
eise that talent upon us. That which exdted the 
more distnist of the character of the negotiator was, 
thât the negotiation itself appeared to bave no charac- 
ter, unless indeed that of extrême modération, which 
was then deemed nothing more than weakness. 

Napoléon did not hesitate a moment. He had not 
been able to prerail upon himself to stop at Paris ; 
oould he recède at Wilna ? What would Europe think 
then ? What resuit could he bave to présent to the 
French and allied armies as an équivalent in retum 
for such harassing fatigues, sucb mighty dérange- 
ments, sttch national and individual expenditure 1 It 
wotdd be confessing himself conquered. Besidee^tha 
language he had held to so many princes ever stnce 
his departure from Paris bound him as strongly aa bis 
actions ; and he found himself as much compromised 
with his allies as with his enemies. 

It is stated that, even at this period, he suffered him- 
rSelf to become heated in conversation with Balacboi^ 
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and asked, << For what purpose had ha corne to Wihia f 

What was it the emperor of Ruasia wanted with hiin f 

ZMd he prétend to resist him ? he was merelya parade 

gênerai. With respect to himself, his own head wai 

his counsellor ; he took no advice but from that. Bul» 

as for Alexander, who is to advise him ? Whom will 

he oppose to me ? he has but three gfenerala ; Kuto* 

Boffy whom he does not like because he is a Russian; 

Beningseu, who was too old six years ago^ and is noir 

in his dotage ; and Barclay ; the last oan manœuvrB, 

is brave, and understands war ; but he is merely a 

gênerai for retreat." He added, ^^ You ail think you 

understand war because you hâve read Jomini ; but, 

if his book could hâve taught it you, should I hare 

permitted him to publish it V*i 

In that conversation, whîch the Russians reported 

as it is just given, it is certain that he added, ** That 

Aiexander had friends at the French impérial 

quarters/' Then, pointing out Caulaincourt to the 

Russian minister, ** There,'' says he, *^ is one of your 

impérial champions ; he is a Russian in the French 

camp." 

Caulaincourt probably, was not sufficiently awaoe 

that Napoléon was merely désirons, by this langnage 
respecting him, to prépare the way for his becoming 
an acceptable negotiator for him with Aiexander. 
For, as soon as Balachoff was gone, he abruptly ad« 
dressed the emperor, and inquired, in a tone of greàt 
irritation, why he had insulted him ? He declared him- 
self a Frenchman, and an honest and loyal French*- 
man ; that he had proved it before ; that he would now 
prove it kgain, by repeating once more that the pré- 
sent war was both impolitic and dangerous ; that it 
wouid destroy the army, France, and himsalC That^ 
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M to any thing farther, since he had just bcen inauUed 
Vy hitsif lie resigned his 'situation about his person, and 
requested the command of a division in Spain, where 
none were eager to serve, and as far £rom his inune- 
diate présence as possible/' 

The emperor endeavoured to appease him, but, not 
being listened to, withdrew ; while Caulaincourt fol« 
lowed him with his reproaches. Berthier, who was 
présent at the scène, had interposed without success. 
Bessieres, who was farther behind, had in vain at- 
tempted to keep back Caulaincourt by laying hold of 
liis clothes. On the ensuing day, nothing could effect 
the^attendance of the grand-equerry upon Napoléon, 
but positive and reiterated orders. At iength, how- 
ever, the emperor isoothed and calmed him by his ca- 
ressing assiduities, and by the expression of that 
esteem and attachment which Caulaincourt justly de- 
senred. He dismissed BalachoiF with propositions 
merely verbal and inadmissible* 

Alexander made no reply. The full importance of 
the step he had just taken had not been comprehended. 
It was not incumbent upon him again to apply to Na- 
poléon, or even to answer him. It was, previous to a 
dreadfîil rupture, a last application ; which gave it a 
solemn and momentous importance. 

In the mean time. Murât was attempting to obtain 
that victory which was so much desired and wanted: 
he commanded the cavalry of the advanced-guard ; 
and, having corne up with the enemy on the road to 
Swentziani, drove him before him upon Druia. Every 
moming the Russian rear-guard seemed to hâve es- 
caped him ; every evening he had again discovered it, 
and attacked it, but in a strong position, after a long 
snarch, at too late an hour, and before hif soldiers 
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eoald take any refreshment. There was a lemt of 
daily combats, bue nnattended wilh any important re« 

HUltfl. 

Other oommanders, tbroQgli other roiites, fellowed 
tke same direction. Oodinot had passed the Vilia at 
Kowno, and, faaying reached Samogitia to the north 
of Wilna, at Deweltowo and at Vilkomir, had corne 
up with the enemy, whomhe drove before him towards 
Ihinabourg. Hé was thns adyancing, therefbre, on 
the left of Ney and the king of Naples, whose right 
wae flanked by Nansouty. On the 15thof Jnly Ifhe 
Duna had been reached, from Diana to Dunabourg by 
Mnrat, Montbrnn, Sébastian!, and Nansouty, by Ou^- 
not and Ney, and by three divisions of the firstcorps 
which had been placed under the command of Count 
Lobaii. 

It was Oudinot who presented himself before Duna« 
bourg ; he made an attempt upon that place, which the 
Rtzssians had uselessly exertied themselves to fortify. 
This rather eccenttic march of the duke of Reggk) dis« 
pleased Napoléon. The river separated the tvfo ar- 
laies. Oadinot reascended it, to be hear Mnrat ; and 
Wittgenstein, to unité with Barclay. Dunabourg re« 
mained unattacked and unprotected. 

Wittgen8t*3in,in the course of hismarch, pèrceived 
from the right bank of the river, that the town of 
Druia was occupied by an advanced guard of French 
cavalry, who appeared rather too confident in their 
seearity. As night was coming on, he conceived that 
tfaerie was great prospect of success from an attack 
upon them, and ordered one of his corps to pass the 
river ; and early in the momingof the 15th, the ad* 
vanoed posts of ofie of our brigades were surprised, 
and either ctit to pièces or taken prisoners: after 
wliich Wittgenstein reealled his troops to the right 

Vol I. L 
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bank, and purtued his route witb his pritoner», among 
vrliom wat a French gênerai. Thû coup de main gave 
Napoléon some hope of a battle; and, thinking 
Barclay seemed to be astuming the offensive, he tni- 
pended, for a few momenti , his march upon Witepsk» 
in ordér to concentrate bis troops, and arrange them 
as circumstances might require. His hope was of short 
continuance. 

While thèse erents were passing, Davoust» at Os- 
miana, to the south of Wilna, had obsenred some 
scouts of Bagration, who was already anxiously seek- 
ing for an oatlet towards the north. Thus far, except- 
ing as to the one grand and décisive battle which hal 
been expected, the plan formed at Paris had sueceeded. 
Aware that the enemy was extended to too long a line 
of defence, Napoléon had broken it by a violent at- 
tack on a single part, and had thus repulsed and pur- 
sued the largest mass of his force upon the Duna, while 
Bagration, against whom he had directed no attack 
till five days later, was still upon the Niémen. It was 
during many successive days, and over eighty leaguea 
of front, that the same manœuvre which Frédéric IL 
had often exeeuted over a space of two leagues, and 
in the course of a few hours, was performed. 

Already Doctorof, and many divisions of the hos* 
tile army, straying between one and the other of thèse 
two masses, had escaped falling into our hands, merely 
from the extent of^ country, from chance, and from 
ail the varions causes of thi^t ignorance which ever 
exists in war, of what ss going on among the enenqr 
even in our own immédiate neighbourhood. 

Some hâve observed that there was in this first 
movement of invasion, too much either of circum* 
spection or of négligence ; that, from the Vistula, the 
iavading army had been ordered to march witb ail tli« 
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précautions of an army exposed to attack ; that, after 
tbe aggresRÎon had conunenced, and Alexander had 
fled, Napoleon's advanced guard ought to Kave re* 
ascended the two banks of the Vilia, more rapidly and 
farther than they actually did, and the army of Italy to 
hâve foUowed as closely as possible in their train. 
Ferhaps, in that case, Doctorof, who commanded the 
left ^ng of Barclay, being forced to traverse our 
attack, in order to retreat from Lida to Swentzianft 
might hâve been taken prisoner. Pajol repulsed him at 
Osmiana, but he escaped by Smorgoni. He only lost 
his baggage ; and Napoléon ascribed no little blâme to 
prince Eugène, although ail tbe movements of the 
latter had been prescribed by himself. 

But in a short time, the army of Italy, that of 
Bavaria, the first corps and the guard, occupied and 
Burrounded Wilna. In that city. Napoléon stooping 
over his maps (which, on account of his short sight, 
wherein he resembled Alexander the Oreat, and Fré- 
déric IL, he was obliged to hâve ahnost close to him), 
followed with his eager eye the Russian army. It was 
divided into two unequal masses, one with its èmperor, 
near Drissa, the other with Bagration, still near Myr. 

About eighty leagues in advance of Wilna, the Duna, 
and the Boristhenes, separate Lithuania from old 
Russia. At first thèse two rivers fiow parallel to each 
other, from east to west, lêaving a space between of 
about twenty-five leagues of very unequal ground, 
woody and swampy. From the interior of Russia, 
they thuB reach its confines; when, as if by routual 
concert, they deviate, one wHh a sharp and sudden 
turn towards Orcha to the south, the other near W.- 
tepsk towards the north-west. It is in this new direc- 
tion that their course defines and constitutes the 
frontiers of Lithuania and old Russia. 

lS 



140 HlSTOftT QV IfAPOLXOlc'f 

The narrow intenral vrhich thew riven U«^« he^ 
tween tbem before they take a dir«ctioo êo i>pp9»it<e, 
«eemt to coostitate the e]itrance« and as it w«rç thfi 
gâtes of Miuicovy* It is tfae point trom whipb ti» 
roadf diverge» whkh lead to the two capjlvla of tbiit 
empire* 

Upon tbis point the lookf of Napoléon were if^ 
tensely fixed. From the retreat of Ale^aiidMr vtgw 
Driesa^ he foresaw tbat which Bag]rati4;ia vae aba^t tp 
Attempt ham Orodno towards Witepsk» throD^b Oar 
xniaxu, Minsk, and Dockzkzy, or tbrougb Bomof: 
he determiaed to oppose it, aïod immediately sent Pa** 
vousit towards Minsk, between thèse two corps of th^ 
enemy, with two divisions of in&ntjry, the cuirassiers 
of Valence, and several brigades of light cavalry* 

Wbile, onMsrightf thekingof Westpbaliasboold 
jdrive Bagration upon Davoust, who woald eut Um olf 
Irom Aleiutnder» oblige him to lay dovm bis annSf and 
beoeme masterof the^courseof the Boristbenes; while^ 
on bis left. Murât, Oudinot, and Ney, already before 
j>rissa, should keep Barclay and hia emperor in chedc 
in front df thejpa« be bimself, with tbe élite gf tbe 
anny, the anny of Italy, the Bavarian araiy, and 
three divisions detached from Pavoust, would press 
on to Witepsk, between Davonst a^id Mujra^,in readi* 
' ness to ujtite with either ; thus dividing aod ^adqg 
himself between tbe two armies of the encway, throw^ 
ing himself not only between theip but beyen4 tbent 
in short keeping them in a state of cos^l^ sepam* 
iion, not merely by this intervening position pf bit 
own, but also by the uncertaiiity in which be f bould 
involve Alexander, with regajrd to which of liis two 
capitals he sliould bave to défend. The xeat was to 
bave depended upon circumstanees. 

Such was bis plan on the |0tb of /uly , at Vilna s 
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jttst suoli was it written down on that very day, nnder 
his dictation, and corrected by his own hand for ona 
of his commandera, him who wafl to co-operate most 
effectiveiy in the exécution of it. The movement» 
already commenced, became immediately gênerai. 



CHAPTBR VI. 

Thi king of Westphalia then crossed the Niémen, at 
Grodno, to repass it at Bielitza, in order to fallupon 
the right of Bagration, and effect his flight and 
rout. 

That army, composed of Saxons, Westphalians, and 
Pôles, had befbre it a gênerai, and a conntry, not 
easy to be conquered. It was under the necessity of 
inyading the vast afld elevated flat of Lithuania, in 
which riyers hâve their source which pour theirwaters 
ihto the Black and Baltic Seas. But such is the ge** 
neral level of the country, that their current is ex- 
tremely slow and heayy, and they frequently inundate 
the surrounding territory to a very considérable extent. 
Some narrow causeways hâve been raised on thèse 
woody and marshy plains, forming in them long défiles 
which Bagration easily defénded against the king of 
Westphalia. The latter attacked him negligently and 
listlessly; his advanced guard alone engaged three 
times with the enemy at Nowogrodech, at Myr, and 
at Romanof. The first encounter was completely in 
favour of the Russians ; in the two others, Latour- 
Maubourg remained master of a field of battle which 
had been both sanguinary and well contested. 

Davoust, at the same time, having quitted Osmiana, 
extended his force towards Minsk and Vigumen, in 

L 3 
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the rear of the RuHiati g€JMr*l« and posieiied 

of the oatlet of the défiles ia wbioh the kîng of 

Westphalia was compelli^g Bagimtkm to involve 

bimielf. 

Between thfiA boeUlf gênerai and hk retwatt Aère 
ifi a river which originates m a pestilential marsh, and 
of which the uncertain^ elow, and heary course orer 
a rotten soil, is perfectly suitahle to its origin ; its 
féculent waters flowfouth-eaaterly, and its name has a 
baleful celebrity, which it owes to our misfortunes* 

The wooden bridges» aad the long eausewafStwhkk^ 
in order tp màkt tt practieable, it vas requtsite to 
jthrow over the murées which bordered it, fterminate 
in a town called Borizof, situatedon its Icft bank, oa 
the Sttssian side. That bank is in gentnà of lésa 
dépression tha« the right; a remark which applies to 
aJU the riveps wbieb in that eountry flow inthe direc* 
tion of either pôle towards the otber, thetr eastem 
bank oommanding their westerui as Asia predominated 
over Europe* 

This pass was of importance! and OavQost precladed 
Bagration from arailiog himsielf of it hj tsking poa* 
session of Minsk, on the Sth of JMji aa w»ll m ot 
ail the cpiintrjr from the Vilia tp thÂ Bevezina ; ae* 
cordingly, when that B«is«laa priocef and his araajj 
which Alexander summoacd towacda to the north, 
pushed on their piquets at iîrst npoa Lida, aad then, 
successively, «pon 01 ania, Vieznowo, Tcold, ficd^i, 
9xiA Sobsnioki, they came into collision with Davoaat, 
and were Ibrced to fall back for su^^rt. Hiey Aen, 
in a direction somewhat more in the rear aad ta tàe 
right, made a new aitempt npon Minsk, bot there 
again they foiiaid Dayoust. A feeble platoon of that 
marshal's advanced guard onteced by one gâte, when 
the advanced guard of Bagration presented its«flf at 
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.4l»oUier ; %nà the Ruttiau again hl\ back to the 8out\ 
Uf)on his marakei. 

On receWmg tkis intalltgeaee, aad perceiving Ba% 
gratioa witb forty thoutead Russians eut ofF from 
coBuimiiicatioa with Aleaander, and Burrounded by 
twp riy:9r8 and two annies, Napoléon exclaimed, ** I 
>^ye them !*' In fact tbree marches wonld bave placed 
Sagration in a complète and inextricable cirde. But 
Ifapoleon, who afterwards imputed to Daroust the 
jeecape of tbfi left wing of the RustiaiM, through his 
^aving remained four days at Minsk, and subsequently 
yrXth more justice to the kîng of Westpbalia, had just 
l^fiCed that monardi under tbe oommand of the mar- 
ehal. It vas that change which, being made too latat 
wA in the very midst of an opération, destroyed the 
whole effect of it. 

The order for this change had arriyed at the mo« 
Xiaent wlien Bagration, repulsed from Minsk, had no 
retreat kffc but by a kng and narrow cause way, which 
was ralaed orer tbe marshes of Nieswig, Shlutz, 
Qlusck, and Bobruisk. Davoust wrote to the king to 
drive the Russiaaa vigovously into that défile, the out- 
let of which he was himself going to Qlusck to 8e« 
Qure. Bagratio^ would never hare been able to ex- 
tricate himself from it. But the king, already irri- 
tated by tbe reproaehes wliich the hésitation and slow- 
ness of his first opérations had drawn down'upon him, 
could not endure a subject as a commander, and quitted 
his army witbout nominating any one to take his 
place, and even, if we may crédit Davôust, withQut 
communicatiag the order he had just received to any 
one of his gênerais. He was permitted to withdraw 
into Westphalia, without his guard ; which he accord- 
ingly did. 

In the mean time, Davoust was vainly ?xpecting 
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Bflgration at Oltisck. That gênerai, not Mng itiA* 
ciently pre3f ed by the Westphalian a^^^pay, was enabled 
Xo take a new course Xo the «outh, t^freach Bobruisk, 
crosf the Berezina there, and gain the Boriathenes 
near Bickof. There» again, if the Wet tphalian army 
had fXMiesred a commander, if that commander had 
preased the Russians more closely, if he had occupied 
hit place at Bickof when the Rusaian commander 
atumbled at Mohilef against Davoust, it is certain 
that Bagration, finding himself between the West* 
phalianf, Davoust, the Boristhenes and the Berezina, 
would haye been compeUed either to conquer or sur* 
render. For we hare seen that the Russian prince 
could hâve passed the Berezina only at Bobniisk, or 
hâve reachedthe Boristhenes only near Noroi-Bickof, 
forty leagues to the south of Orcha, and sixty leagnes 
from Witepsk, which was his destination. 

Being thrown thus far ont of his proper direction, 
be hastened to regain it by passing up the Boristhenes 
as far as Mohilef. But he there again found Davoust, 
who, as at Lida, had preceded him, having passed the 
Berezina at the very point where it had been crossed 
by Charles XIL 

The marshal, howeyer, did not expect the Russian 
prince on the road to Mohilef. He concluded that he 
was already on the left bank of the Boristhents. 
Tbeir mutual surprise tumed at first to the advantage of 
Bagration, who took £pom him a whole régiment of 
light cavalry. Bagration had at this time thirtyfiye 
thousand men; Davoust twelve thousand. On the 
£dd of July, the latter selected an elerated spot of 
ground defended by a ravine, and confined between 
two woods. The Russians had no room to spread 
themselves on 90 narrow a field of battle ; but they 
nevertheless accepted it. Their numbers were in sach 
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circumataium ns^less ; thc^r attadied Uke men «ure to 
concjuer. They 4id mxtjtroa appear to thmk <ii avail- 
)x^ thenuelvoB of the woodsjn order totavn Davoust'.B 
right. 

TheRussiandengagedon that oooation Alated, Uiat, 
in the h/eat of tlie engagement, lerror at ânéing thMWh 
selret, as thef auppoeed, in the presenoe of Napoléon 
bad had a great effect upoa them: for eaeh of the 
enemy'a gener^U thoiight him présent io tiie battlei 
Bagration fit Mohilef and Barclay «t Drissa. He waa 
suppos^d Xq be > seen every where «t onee. Thus doee 
the renown of a nmn of gamiis amplify him, occupy 
the world with bis énergies, and almost change him 
înto a supernatural beiog, by exciting the belief of 
his presepoe in cvery plaoe« and upon ail ooeaaions* 

That confUct was violent and obsAinate on the past 
of the Russians, but without skill and combination^ 
.and Bagrationi severely beaten» was obliged once more 
to turn back. lie wwt to ^tasa the Boristfaenes at 
at NoToi-Bickpf| wbei^ce he wHhdiiew into the interior 
of Rusaia, to unitebi ftt lei^gtbi with Barclay heyend 
Smolens^. 

NapQleo9 seomsd ta attffibute tiie diaappoJaAment 
he experienced in the eacape of the e»emy to the tatlent 
of the hostile gênerai : he blaiaed those of his owm 
army. Alr^ady he found that bis presenee was re* 
quisitein eyery part) which rendered it in every paâPt 
impossible* TÎ\e eircle of his 0|ii9raAi<»iS iras soigreaUgr 
enlargedy that, compelled to remain in the eentoei iét 
was wanted at every polint of the circumfevenoiH His 
gênerais harassed Mke hirnself^ tooindq>eiideiitof oae 
another, too f^r separated frQm, and at the same tônao 
too dépendent npon bimt dared lésa than they would 
bave done in other circumstances, and ffieqiientiy loel 
valuable time and opportiviity in waiting |br his 
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ordert. Hit inilitence in mo extensive a scène of action « 
became enfeebled. So rast a hoày required a soûl of 
proportional magnitude ; his own, with ail its dittin* 
guished and fuperior powers, was insufficient. 

At length, howerer, on the 16th of July, the wliole 
•nay was in motion. While ereqr thing was thi» 
•zhibiting haste and effort, he was still at Wilna, 
wliich he ordered to be fortified. He commanded the 
lery of eleren Lithuanian régiments* He appointed 
the dnke of Bassano to the govemment of Lithuania» 
aâd to be the centre of communication, administratiTe, 
political, andevenmilitary, betweenhim, Europe, and 
the gênerais commanding those corps d'armée which 
were not destined to follow him to Mosoow. 

This apparent inaction of Napoléon at Wilna lasted 
twentjr dajs. Some concludad that, b«ing th«re in the 
centre of his opérations with a strong reserve, he 
awaited the event, ready to ûy to the assistance either 
of Daroust, Murât, or Macdonald ; others thought that 
the organization of Idthuania and the politics of 
Europe, which were more accessible tohim at Wilna, 
retained him in that city, or that he did not foresee 
any obstacles worthy of his présence befôre the Duna 
was reached, in which he was not mîstaken, but which 
somewhat too highly elated and flattered him. The 
predpitate évacuation of Lithuania by the Russians 
seemed to dazzle his understanding. Europe was 
enabled to form a judgment on this subject. His 
bulletins repeated his words. 

*' Behold, then, this same empire of Russia, at a dis- 
tance so formidable ! It is a désert, in which its scatter* 
ed hordes are insufficient for protection ; they will be 
oonquered by that very extent which onght to be th^ir 
•afeguard. They are barbariansf They scarcely hâve 
fren arms I They hâve no recruits in readiness. I4 * 
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wottld require more time to collect tbem th«n lie shoald 
Iake in going to Mosoow. It is true that tince the 
passage of the Niémen, the unsheltered and unshel* 
tenng waste had been either inundated or parched up, 
but such calamities are less an obstacle to the rapidity 
of our inrasion, than an impediment to the Russians 
in their flight ; they are conquered without battles by 
their own mère wcakness, by the remembrance of our 
yictories, and by the pangs of remorse which urge thtni 
to restore that Lithuania, which they obtained neither 
by peace nor war, but by perfidy alone." 

To thèse reasons for the perhaps too protracted 
stay of Napoléon at Wilna, those who tvere roost 
about his person added one more. They whispered to 
each other ** that his geniusi so wonderful in extent, 
and so constantly advancing in the activity and dariog 
of its views, was now no longer seconded as formerly 
by a vigorous constitution, They were sarpribed to 
find their leader no longer insensible to the tempera* 
ture of a burning climate : and they noticed to each 
other with regret» the tendency to corpulence recently 
manifested in his figure, as an indication of prématuré 
debility." 

Some attributed pemicious effects to his fréquent 
use of the baths. They little knew that far from in* 
dulging in this instance in a habit of luxury, thèse 
were of indispensible relief to him under a complaint* 
of a serions and very painful character, which hia 
policy carefuUy concealed, lest it should excite or in* 
crease the unfeeling hopes of his enemies. 

Such is the inévitable and malignant Influence of 
the minutest causes upon the destiny of nations. Wt 
shall eoon see, when the most profound combinations 
which were intended and calpulated to ^i^ute the 

♦ Dyiury, 
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tuccetn ot the moit éaring enterprtee ; and, perhaps^, 
•a enterpriie of Ûié Ugliest beneiit to Snrope, corne to 
W derclofwd, how at the dedtire moment, in the 
plaint of Moeqoa, nature parai}reed genius, and the 
man wa« wantxng to the hero. The numeroot bat- 
talioni of Rnaiia were miable to défend her : a day of 
•tonn, a ttidden fever, wwe her preferration. 

It wiU be proper and nselnl to recal to mind this 
ebeervation, wben, on reading the description which I 
diall find myaelf oonipelled to gtve of the battle of 
Mofiqua, the reader will find me repeating ail the 
tiomplaints aad even reproaches which an nnutnal 
langnor and inaction extorted from the most deroted 
firiends, and ardent and steady admirers of thia great 
man« The greater partof them, like those who hâve 
•încc giren ahistory of that day, knew nothing of the 
phyfâcal Bttfferings of a leader, who in the midtt of 
hia humiliation struggled hard to conceal its cause. 
That which waa abore ail thinga a miafortune, theae 
witaeaeea hâve denominated a fault. 

Moreover, at the diatanee of eight hnndred Icaguea 
from tbeir coun^, and after auch dreadful fatigues 
and aacrificea, at the moment when men perceire the 
hope of Tictoty raniah, and a futurity of horror 
opening to their view, they too naturally becoroe 
aerere in their jndgmenta, and auffer too deeply to be 
atrietlyjuat* 

For my own part, I will not aupprera what l hâve 
aeea, conriaeed aa I am, that of ail apeciea of homage, 
that of truth ia alooe wortby of a great man, of that 
illuatrioua captain who conatituted a prodigioua part 
of erery thiag, even of hia own rerersea ; ai that man 
who raiaed himaelf to ao high an élévation, that pea- 
terity will with difficulty detect the apoti thinly acat- 
tered on auch orerpowering aplendour. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Ih ihe inean time he was informed that his orders bad 
been executed, and bis anuy united, and that a battle 
required bim in the field. He, tberefore, at length» 
on tbe I6th of July, left Wilna at balf-paflit ele venin 
tbe evening. He Btopped at Swentziani during tbe 
extrême beat of tbe day on tbe 17tb ; and on tbe 
18tb arriyed at Klubokoe : be tbere took up bisabode 
in a monastery, from wbicb tbe small town imtnedi- 
ately under its view and protection appeared to bim 
more like a collection of buts of savagetf tban tbe bà« 
bitations of civilized Buropeans. 

An address from tbe Russians to tbe Freneb bad 
ieen just circulated in bis army. It contained a great 
deal of empty abuse, worked up witb an ineffective 
and clumsy invitation to désertion. He was much 
irritated on reading it, and in great agitation dictated 
a reply, wbicb, bowever, be immediately tore to 
pièces : be dictated a second, wbicb experienced tbe 
«ame fate ; and at last a tbird, witb wbicb be was sa- 
lisfied. Tbis was tbe paper wbicb was publisbed at 
iiB time in tbe jonmals under tbe signature of a 
frencb Grenadier. He was in tbe babit of tbus dic- 
tating even tbe most unimportant letters tbat were 
despatcbed from bis cabinet or bis staff. His miniàters, 
and Bertbier, were incessantly tbus reduced to be 
mère secretaries. Altbougb bis body was languid, bis 
mind continued in full activity ; a perfect and bealtb-. 
fui sympatby between tbem was now wanting, wbicb 
was one cause of the misfortunes tbat soonbefel us.' 

Wbile be was engaged about tbis answer, be was 
apprized tbat, on the 18tb, Barclay bad abandoned his 
camp at Drissa, and was marching towards Witepsk. 

Vol. h M 
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That movement disclosed much to him. WithHeld by 
the check which Sebasilani had received near Druia, 
and still more by the heavy rains and the dreadfiil 
State of the roads, he at length had discorered, al* 
though perhaps too late, that the occupation of Wi* 
tepek wa» of the xnoBt pressing and decieive urgency, 
and that the station, by its locality, was eminently ag*» 
gressive, considered merely as separating the two 
irivers and two hostile armies. From this position he 
would bave it in his power to tnm the incomplète and 
disunited army of his rival, to eut off his communi*- 
cation with the south of his empire, and efféctu- 
aliy to crash his weakness by his own massire and 
irrésistible strength. Moreover^ if Barclay shonld 
bave reached that capital before him, he would un- 
questionably undertake to défend it, so that there, 
perhaps, he might well expect ta find that rictory 
whidh had just esci^d him on the Vilia. 

He immediately directed ail his corps upon Beszen* 
kowicai ; he ordered Murât and Ney to that place from 
the neighlMmrhood of Polotsk, where they then were, 
and where he left Oudinot. He proceeded himself 
fiom Kluboooe, whei« he had been surrounded by his 
fuard^ the army of Italy, and three divisions detached 
from Davoust, to Kamen, in a carriage, but after 
aighit, being obliged to travei in thas way, and proba* 
bly wishing at the same time to conceal from his sol* 
diers the incapacity of their commander any longer to 
participate in ail th«ir fatigues. 

Titus far Ûkt greater part of the army had gone on 
marching in astonishment at not finding any enemies. 
They became, however, at length, habituated to it. 
Doring the day their attention was engaged by the 
novelty of the places through which they passed, and 
more still by their eagemess to reach their destina* 



«tFIDtTlOK TO RUnU* 151 

jlkm : trhen night oame on, tkey w«re fally occapied in 
felecting or fabricating places of shelter and repose, 
and in finding and cooking food. 80 varions and se 
oarassing were their cares, tbat they appeared lest 
•ike an anny of warriors than like tnen pursuing 
amidst many privations a comfortless and embarrass» 
ing jonrney. But if war and the enemy should tkus 
persévère in retreating froni tbem, how far should 
they advance in the pursuit ? Ât length on the S6th 
a oannonading was heard ; and the army as well as 
the Sniperor hoped for a victory and peace. 

The Sound came from the quarter of BesKenkowiczî* 
Prince Eugène hadjust encountered Doctorof, who 
commandéd the rear-guard of Barclay. While foUow* 
ing Barclay from Polotsk to Witepsk he had cleared 
hie passage on the left bank of the Duna to Beszen» 
kowiczi, on withdrawing from which he burnt the 
1hridge« The viceroy, on takiug possession of the 
place, vmM withûa view of the Duna, and restored the 
passage over it ; this tras feebly resisted by a few 
troops who h«d been left in observation on thé other 
bank« Napoléon hastened to the spot, and for the 
first time beheld that riyer, his new conquest. He very 
justly and somewhat pointedly censured the vicious 
construction of .the bridge, which gave him the corn- 
mand of the two banks. 

He then passed over the bridge ; not however from 
any puérile vanity, but from his eagerness to discover 
from his own observation what progress the Russian 
«rmy had made in its march from Dryssa to Witepsk, 
and ascertain whether he could advantageouely attack 
it on its passage, or could enter that city before it. 
But the direction taken by the enemy's rear^-guardvand 
the answers received from some prisoners, convinced 
him that Barclay had outstripped him, that he had 

U2 
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Jbft Wittgenstein in front of Oadinotj and that filé 
Rtusian general-in-chief was at Witepsk Already, 
in fact, he was prepared to dispate with Napoléon the 
défiles which corer that capital. 

Napoléon, having obserred nothing on the right 
bank of the rirer but a remuant of the rear-gnard, 
entered Beszenkowiczi. His armies arnred there at 
the 0ame moment by the north and west roada. His 
orders of march had been executed with such complète 
précision, that ail thèse corps, after learing Hhe 
Niémen at différent periods and by différent routes, 
notwithstanding every species of impediment, after a 
séparation of a month's continuance, and after tra^ 
versing a hundred leagues from the point of their de- 
^rture, were ail completely re-united at Beszeiikow- 
kz\, where they arrived on the same day, and at the 
same hour. 

In conséquence, howerer, it may be said, of this re» 
gularity, the greatest disorder now preyailed in that 
place. Numerous columns of caralry, infantry, and 
artillery presented themselves on erery side ; they 
disputed with each other the priority of passage; ail 
were irritated by fatigue and hunger, and ail wèré 
eager to reach their destination. 

The streets were at the same time obstructed by 
crowds of orderlies, staff-officers, yalets, aad saddle 
and baggage horses. Multitudes were hastening for* 
ward and backward through the city, some in searoh 
of yictuals, others of forage, and others still of lodg* 
ing ; Crossing and jostling against each other every 
instant ; the rush into the place was perpetually inî- 
creasîng, and it soon became a oonplete chaos* 

Atdes'de'camp, bearing the most important and 
urgent orders, yainly struggled to open for thenî* 
selyes a passage ; the soldiers were déaf to dieir ré* 



prestBAtationf , And ereh tb their conukiaiidi ) qoairrels 
l>n>ke out «rer^ moment and in every part, the cla«« 
mots ot which were mingled with the beating of 
dnims, the swearing of drivers, the sounds of tumbrils 
and cannon, the ordere of offieerB, and with the eounda 
éf contention even within the houses themselvestiomé 
éndeavôuring to force an entry, while those alreadj in 
possession stood firmly on their defence. 

At length, before midnight, ail thèse massés which 
had appeared inektricably intermingled gi-adually 
cle^red away ; the vast collection of troope flowed off 
towards Ostrowno, or was absorbed m Besaenkowiczi; 
and the most frightful tumult was succeeded by the 
profoundest silence. 

This union of forces, the multiplied orders which 
arrived from every part, the rapidity with which ail 
the corps were pushed forward even during the nighti 
ail announced a battle on the ensuing dày. In fact| 
Napoléon, not haring been able to gain Witepsk be- 
fore the Russians, was resolred to expel them from it i 
but they, after entering it by the right bank of the 
puna, had passed through the city, and presented 
themselves in front of him to défend the long défiles 
ty which it is covered. 

On the 85th of July, Murât marched towards Oisl* 
trowno, with hls cavalry. At the distance of two 
eagues from that village, Domon, de Coëtlosquet» 
{larignan, and the 8th hussars, were advancing in co* 
himn on a wide road, distinguished by a double row 
of large birch trees. Thèse hussars had nearly 
reached the top of a hill, on which they could just dis* 
tinguish only a very weak portion of a corps com^ 
posed in reality of three régiments of cavalry of the 
Russian guard, and of six pièces of cannon. Not a 
single rifleman covered this Une. 

u 3 
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TLe coinmaxidert of the 8th ihonglit tlief had hein 
preceded by two régiments of their diyision, wHo 
passed through tbe fields on the right and left of the 
road, and who were concealed from their view Vjr the 
trees with which the road was lined. But thèse oorps 
had halted, and the 8th which had already adranced 
considerably beyond them, still moved forwardst 
the same rate as before, fully persuaded that the 
troops they saw through the foliage of the trees, 
at abottt a hundred and fîfty paces in front, were the 
two regimMitSy which, without being in the slightest 
degree aware of it, they had in fact left a good way 
behind. 

The immobility of the Russians was a circumstance 
which completed the delusion of tao conunandcrs of 
the 8th. The order to charge appearing to them to 
be a serious mistake, they' despatched an officer to 
reconnoitre the force in front of them, still moying 
forward without any suspicion. In an instant, how* 
ever, they obseryed their officer sabred, thrown down, 
and taken prisoner, and the cannon of the enemy 
mowiog down their hussars. They no longer hesitatéd 
a moment, and without losing time in extending their 
force under so destructive a fire, they darted between 
the trees and ran forward to extinguish it at once. With 
a single effort they took almost instant possession of 
the cannon, drove back the régiment, which was the 
centre of the enemy's line, and completely over- 
whelmed it by the impetuosity of their attack. Under 
the impulse of this first success, they perceiyed the 
Rusfian régiment of the right, which they had just 
ontstripped, motionless through absolute astonish- 
ment ; they attacked them on their retum, and com- 
pletely defeated them. In the midst of this second 
Tictory they observed the third régiment, conslitùtîng 
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the enemy'a left, evidently disconcerted, dismayed, 
and endeavouring to retreat ; and in a moment wheri* 
mg round upon thèse, and coUecting ail that they 
eouldat such a criais add to their strength, they yigû* 
rously attacked tliis third enerhy in the midst of their 
intended opération, and were onee more suooessfdly 
and dispersed thém. 

Inspired by this success, Murât pushed into the 
woods'of Ostrowno in search of the enemy, who 
seemed to be concealed there. That prince endea* 
voured to penetrate even into their recesses, but was 
then checked by a formidable résistance. 

The position of Ostrowno was well chosen. It Was 
commanding. It was a place for observing without 
being observed. It intersected a high road, had the 
Duna on its right, a ravine in front, and thick woods 
on its surface and on its left. It was moreover witMn 
reach of the magazines ; it covered them as well as 
Witepsk, the capital of those countries. Ostermann 
was hastening to défend it. 

Onhis part. Murât, equally reckless of his life since 
be had beoome a victorious monarch as he had ever 
been i^^hile an obscure soldier in the ranks, persisted 
in his attack upon thèse woods, notwithstanding the 
heavy firing that proceeded from them. But he found 
that it was no longer a case of sudden sally and 
surprise. The ground hastily conquered by the 8th was 
now fiercély coiitested with himself : and his advance- 
column composed of the divisions Bruyères, and Saint 
Germain, and the 8th régiment • of infantry, were 
obliged to défend themselves upon it against an army. 

They defended themselves accordingto the well- 
known practice of c^nquerors, by attacking. Every 
corps of the enemy that presented itself on our âanks 
as an assailant was assailed in its turn ; the cavalry 
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were trodden back into th< woods, ând tbe infimtrjr 
difoomfitted by tbe blowi of tbê f abre* Howerer, tbejr 
wcre becomîng fatigued and weakenad hy conquering, 
'^ben tbe division Delzons came tip io tbeir assistance. 
Tbe king used it witb great promptitude on tbe rigbt» 
to barass tbe retreat of tbe eaetny, wbo became et* 
tremely annoyed in conséquence, and was no longer 
inclined to dispute tbe Tictory. 

Tbese défiles extend for sereral leagues. On tbat 
same erening» tbe riceroy rejoined Murât, and on tbe 
following day tbey sair tbe Russians in a new position. 
Pahlin and Konownitzin had united with Ostemuum. 
After baying repressed tbe left of tbe Russians, tbe 
two Frencb princes were actually indicating to tbe 
troops of tbeir rigbt wing, ibe position wbicb tbey 
were to consider as tbeir point d'appui for attacking, 
wben on a sudden an immense clamour was raised on 
tbeir left : tbey tumed tbeir eyes towards tbe spot, 
and observed tbe caralry and infantry of that wing 
make two separate attacks on tbe enemy, by wbom 
eacb time tbey were decidedly repulsed, and bebeld 
tbe Russians issuing witb tbe utmost intrepidity, and 
in large masses, out of tbeir woods in tbe midst of 
tbose deafening war-cries wbicb bad first drawn tbeir 
attention. The ardour and audacity of attack were 
now witb tbem, and witb tbe Frencb ail tbe onœr' 
tainty and consternation of defence. 

A battalion of Croats and tbe 84tb régiment at« 
tempted in vain toresist tbe torrent: tbeir Une con* 
stantly diminisbed ; tbe ground in front was strewed 
vntb tbeir slain ; bebind, tbe plain was corered wiA 
tbeir wounded witbdrawingfrom theconflict, witb tbose 
wbo were supporting tbem to a place of safety, and 
witb many who successively quitted their ranks undef 
prétest of being tbemselres wounded, or of support* 
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iug such M were; accordingly a roui ioon followêd. 
Already were the artillery, who are alwayi ielect 
men, seeing themselyes no longer relieved or in hop% 
of being soi retreating wlth their cannon ; within a 
few momenti more, the troops of différent deecrip* 
tions, flying towards one défile, would actually hav« 
struggled and fought with each other for priority of 
entrance into it ; hence arose a confusion in which 
the exhortations, commanda, or exertions of the offi^ 
cers could be of no avail, and ail the éléments of 
résistance became utterly useless. 

It is stated that, at this important moment, Murât» 
in a State of high agitation, suddenly placed himself 
at the head of a régiment of Polish lancers, and that 
thèse men, stimulated by the présence of a king, 
animated by his language, and above ail roused erta 
to rage by the sight of the Russians, followed his 
lead with one unanimou» and energetic rush, Murat'a 
object had been merely to excite and animate tliemi 
and then launch them in spirits and confidence against 
the enemy: it was neither suitable nor convenieut fot 
him to mingle iil the torrent, which must preyent his 
seeijig what occurred, and disqualify him for the 
^mmand : but the Polish lances were in their rests 
and closely filed behind him ; they occupied the whole 
width of the ground ; they pushed him onward with 
the utmost speed of their horses. He could neither 
deviate on one side, nor stop in front ; he was thus 
absolutely çompelled to charge with the régiment 
before which he had placed himself merely to harangue 
it, and he did it with a truly admirable grâce. 

At the same time, gênerai d'Anthouard ran towards 
his cannoneers, and gênerai Girardin to the lOGth 
régiment, whom he stopped, rallied, and led back 
against the Russian right wing, forcing it to abandon 
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et ùocê hê potttkm, two pièces of eannon^ and vîctorf « 
Ob hie siée, gênerai Pire attacked and tnmed tbe 
9ÊÊmj on the left ; they retriered the fortane of the 
éeld, and the Rossians fell back npontheir ioreëtt. 

Howvver, on their left, they persevered in defending 
a thick wood, the adyanced position of which broke 
oar Une. The 9Sd régiment, confoanded by the firing 
that proceeded from it, and stnnned by a shower of 
balli, remained motionless, neither renturing to ad* 
rance nor retreat, restrained by the two opposite fears 
of shame and of danger, and aToiding neither the one 
aoir the other : bnt gênerai Belliard, wbo soon followed 
gênerai Roussel, hastened to encourage them by bis 
exhortations and example ; and the wood was carried. 

In conséquence of this success, a strong column, 
whieh had adyanced for tbe purpose of tuming onr 
right, becaaie tumed itself. Mnrat instantly perceived 
this, and sword in hand, exclaimed, ^ Let those who 
are brarest folknr me/' But the ground was fur« 
«owed by ravines which proteeted the letreat of the 
Rttssians, and they ail proceeded to plunge into a 
forest two leagues in depth, which oonstitnted the 
ktft curtaln that concealed Witepsk from our vîew. 

After so smart a ooniliet, the king of Naples and the 
▼iceroy were hesitating about trusting themselves on 
ground so well proteeted, when the emperor himself 
arrired* They hastened to receire him, and infonned 
kim in few words of what had just been donc, and 
what still remained undone. Napoléon instantly went 
tothe hîghest point of ground and the nearest to the 
enemy ; and from that spot bis comprehensive and 
ardent genius, levelling ail the obstacles in its way» 
soon pierced both the shades of the forests and the 
depth of the mountains ; he gave bis orders without 
the sUghtest hésitation, and thèse same woods wfaioh 



EXPEDITION TO RUSBIA* 159 

had arrested the audacity of the two impetuous princes 
were traversed from one extremity to the other. In 
ihort, on that rery evening, from the top of her 
double hilly Witepsk might see onr riflemen débouche 
into the plain by which it is surrounded. 

Hère every thing induced, or rather obliged, the 
emperor to hait. Night, the multitude of the enemy's, 
fires which covered the plain, the unknown nature of 
the ground, which was necessarily to be reconnoitred 
in order to direct the several divisions ovèr it, and 
above ail the time required for the extrication of luch 
m immense mass of mllitary from the long and 
narrow défile in which they were now inyolved. A 
hait was therefore ordered to recover breath, torecon* 
noitre, to rally, to refresh, and to enable the soldiets 
to prépare their arms for the ensuing day. Napoléon 
slept in his tent, on a spot of rising ground to the 
left of the high road, and behind the tillage of 
Rukowiaczi. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

On the 87th, the emperor appeared at the adyanced 
posta before day-break. Its earliest rays showed him, 
at last, the Russian army encamped on an elevated 
plain which commanded ail the avenues of Witepsk. 
The river Lucszissa, flowliig in a ohannel of extra- 
ordinary depth, mai*ked the foot of this position. In 
front of it, ten tliousand cavalry and a body of infantry 
showed an apparent intention of defending its ap- 
proaches : the infantry was in the centre on the high 
road i its left on woody eminences ; and the whole of 
the cavalry on tho right, in double Une, supported by 
the Duna. 
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Tlie front of the Russians was no longer direetly 
opposed to our column, but on our left. It had cbanged 
its direction in conformity to the course of tbe river, 
a bend in wbich carried it to a greater distance from 
us ; it became necessary, tberefore, tbat the French 
colunms, afUr haying passed on a very narrow bridge 
OTer a ravine which separated it from this new field of 
battle, should deploy by a change of front to the left, 
with the right wing forward, in order to préserve the 
support of the river on that side, and be directly face 
to face with the enemy. Already an insulated hill 
on the banks of the ravine, near the bridge and to the 
lieft of the high road, had attracted the emperor's 
notice. Thence he could survey both armies, placed, / 
like seconds in a duel, on the side of the field of 
, battle* 

The first who debouched were two hundred Parisian 
voliigetirif belonging to the Oth régiment of the line : 
they were immediately ranged on the left, in front cl 
the whole Russian cavalry, supporting themselves 
like that upon the Duna, and indicating the left of the 
new line. The 16th régiment of horse^chassenrs 
came next, and then some light pièces of artillery. 
The Russians looked on with great coolness, while we 
defiled before them, and prepared our attack. 

This inaction on their part was a favourable cireum* 
stance for us. But the king of Naples, intoxicated at 
the view of so immense an assemblage of spectators, 
and foUowing the natural impetuosity of bis tempé- 
rament, precipitated the chasseurs of the 10tb on 
the whole of the Russian cavalry. At that moment it 
was absolutely dreadful to see this feeble French line^ 
broken in its march over ground intersected by deep 
ravines, thus advancing against the vast masses of the 
enemy. The unfortunate men, perceiving themselves 
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thiu made abtolute victims, proceeded with liesitatio 
to a dettrùction apparently inévitable. Accordingly» 
at the first movement made by the lancera of tbe 
Aussian guard, they turned their backs ; but the 
^avinés which had interrupted their advance, now im- 
peded their flight. The enemy soon came up with 
them, and drove them into those narrow gulphe, where 
uany of them perished. 

• Mui*at, agitated and distressed beyond expression 
at perceiving this resuit, threw'himself sword io 
hand into the very midst of this rout and oonfusioi^ 
^th the'sixty officen and cavabry by whom he waa 
surrounded. His audacity confounded the Russian 
lancera, who immediately halted. While the prince 
was thus actively engaged, and the orderly who 
attended him saved his life by cutting down the arm 
of an enemy who aimed a fatal blow at his head, the 
remains of the 16th rallied, and hastenéd for refuge 
towards the 5ad régiment, by whom they were 
protected. 

This successfiil charge of tne lancers of the Russian 
guard had led them on nearly tb the foot of the hill, 
whence Napoléon was giving their direction to the 
différent corps of his army. Some chasseun of thé 
French guard had just dismounted,according to custom, 
to fbrm a circle around him, and by discharges of 
their oarbines they droye back the enemy's lancers» 
who on their retum to their main body fell in with 
the two hundred Parisian Voltigeurs whom the flight 
of ihe lOth hone*chasseurs had left alone between 
tbe two armies. They attacked them, and every eye 
was attracted to the conflict. 

On both sides the infantry thus engaged were con- 
aidered as ineyitably lost. But, although alone, ^hey 
had themselres no feeiing of despain Their corn* 

Vol. L k 
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manderi in the firtt pl«ce condocted thcm, A&tfenUly 
fighting ail tbe while, to a spot of groond intorpeuMd 
vith tbick^tf and deep gapa« which bordered the Dana : 
ail were fomuid in an instant on Ail gnmady in oon* 
•aqnanee of tbeir prompt tact al warliire maaoBmrrei^ 
of the necei»ity tbey felt for tupporting eaeh other, 
and of a ji]«t sente of the vTgeaej of the danger. 
Then, as is ever the case when greal pexib are im* 
pendiog orerbodies of men, thej sunreyed each other 
with searching and eagle glanées, the yonng looking 
intently at their senior comrades, ail directit^ their 
investigsting gaze to their officers, and endeavouring 
toread in their conntenances what they had to hope* 
to fear, or to perforai. They saw reflected one gênerai 
feeling of confidence ; and, al perceitring that they 
covld dépend on one another, each eonsequMitly Ma 
vore dépendance on himself. 
. The ground was selected and managed with ja%« 
ment The Rnssian lancers embarrassed by the bram* 
blés and bnishwood, and impeded by the many refta 
and openiags in the field, stretcàed ont their long 
lances for destruction in vain ; whiie tBey were endea* 
voaring to sormount thèse obstaoles, they werestmck 
by our buUets, and bl\ woonded to the earth ; their 
own and their horses' bodies then increasing tfae obsta* 
clés onginally presented by the nature of the groond* 
At length they were repulsed ; their flight, the wp^ 
plauding shouts of our araiy, the insigma 'of tlie 
order of honour which the emperor instantly despatched 
for the most distinguisfaed in the contest, Uie words 
he employed on ^e occasion which hâve been rsad hy 
the whole of Europe, every thing eontribnted to show 
thèse valiant troops the glory with which they had 
Govered themselves; glory, however, which they 
seemed themselves to citimate at fiist far more lightlj 
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tlhaB oay otheni» as noble ackievements alwayt appear 
•isiple end easy to thoae in the habit of performing 
&«»• They had oonsidered themselves on the Tery 
yoini of bemg killed or taken» and almost at the same 
instant fait vtctorious and rewarded. 

In tlie roean lime the anny of Italy, and the cavabry 
of Murât, ibllowed by three divisions of the firtt corps, 
which had been confidedi firom the time of qcdtting 
Wilna, to Count Lobau, attacked the high road and 
the woods which supported the enemy's left. The 
action was at first sharp, but was soon abruptly ter* 
minatcd* The Rustian advonced gnard withdrew 
precipitately behind the ravine of the Lucsdssa to 
avoid being driven into it. The enexny's army was 
then ùnited on the opposite bank, presenting a force 
ût eighty thoasand men. 

Their assured and even audacious aspect^ in a strong 
position, and in âront of a capital, deceived Napoléon. 
He imsgined that they would niake a point of honour 
of standing on their defenco. It was not later than 
éleven o'clock» He put an end to the attack, that he 
night be able quietly to survey the whole front of the 
Une, and prépare for a décisive confliot on the follow- 
iag day. At first he went and stationed himself on |t< 
hillock among the rilleroen, in the midst of whom he 
breakfasted. Hence he made his observations on the 
enemy, one of whose balls wounded an individual in 
his suite who was very near his person* The sac» 
caeding hpurs of the day were occupied in reconnoi* 
tring the ground, and in waiting for the other oorpe to 
arrive. 

Napoléon announced a battle for the ensuing day. 
His adieu to Murât was in thèse words, <* To-morrow 
at five, you will see the. sun of Austerlits.'* They 
explain *the cause of his suspending hostilities in tho 
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middle of the day, and éren in tfae midtt of a tuceesir 
which had prodnced in his troopv animation and eon« 
fidence. The anny were perfectly astonished al thia 
inactiyity^ at the rery moment they had got up with 
an enemy, by whose continned flight they had been %o 
dréadfulîy exhausted. Murât, who had. been solong 
from day to day disappôinted in the came hopea a« 
were now indulged by the emperor^ obverved to him 
that Barclay presented the appearance of such auda- 
city then, merely with a view to aecomplish hts retreat 
quietly during the night. Beii^ miable, howerer^ %o 
conrince the emperor of this, he rashly proceeded ta 
fix his tent on the bank of the Lncziisa, nearly in th« 
rery midst of the enemy. This position suited hia 
eager curiosity to catch the first sounds of tiieir re* 
treat, his hopes of harassing it, and his adrentnroas 
and romantic character. 

Marat was right as to the eventf bnt wrong in con* 
cluding that it would take place ; Napoléon was right 
in his conclusion, but wrong in the eyent. Suoh are 
the caprices of fortune, lîie emperor of the Frencb 
had correctly dereloped the intentions of Barclay. 
The Russian gênerai beliering Bagration near Orcha, 
had made up his mind to a battle, in order to give that • 
prince time to corne up with him : and his détermina^ 
tion was changed solely in conséquence of his mceir-' 
ing in the course of the night intelligence of the 
retreat of Bagration towards Smolensk* 

In faety on the £8th at daybreak, Murai sent ta 
inform the emperor, that he was gdng in pursuit of 
the Russians, who were no longer within sight ; Na»- 
poleon persevered in his opinion, insisting that tlie 
whole Russian army remained in the same situatioii« 
and that it was necessary to adrance with caution. 
This occasioned the loss of time. At length he 



mouBled Us horse. Eyery ttep new terved lo disftipftte 
the illuflion; and he aoon found himself in tho tnidU 
of Ihe eamp which Barclay had abandoned. 

Syery thing in this catnp bore teitimony lo th# 
commanderas science of war ; ita admirable positioiiy 
the symmetry of ail its parts, the consummate preci* 
sion with which they were exclusiyely adapted to their 
respective destinations, and the order and neatnest 
vesulting from such arrangement; with regard to 
ôther points, nothing had been forgotten and left 
behind, not a single vireapon or utensil ; in short, no on# 
thing or circumstance could be observed by which, 
even in a march thus sndden and at night, the track 
fbllowed by the Russiana after quitting their camp 
oould be at ail indicated. There appeared to be more 
order in their defeat than in our Vlctory ! Conquered 
as they were, they left us in their flight some valuable 
lesaoas, of which oonquefors, however, never avail 
themselves ; whether it be that succès* despises them» 
or that misfortune is the only médium of reibrmation. 

l^e capture of a Russian soldier, who was asleepin 
à thieket, was the only resuit of the day which was 
eipected to be so decisite and brilliaat, The army 
entered Witepsk, and found it as deserted as the Rus* 
slaA eamp. Ko persons were to be seén there but a 
fsw dirty Jews and Jesuits. Thèse men were inter» 
vogated, bnt completely in vain, AU the roads were 
tried, but withottt eifect. Were the Russiana gone ia 
tàe direction of Smolenslf ? Had they re-aacended the 
Duna f At last, a band of marauding cossacks deter* 
mined us to take the last direction, whiie Ney ex« 
anlned the first Weproeeededforsixleaguesthrougii; 
a deep sand, amidst clonds of dust, and under a 
ÉufFocatiBg beat ; night put an end to our progreaa ia 
the neighbourhood of Aghaponovchtchina. . . 

M 8 
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» 

The jumjr» ourning as it waa with tbirfti aaa ex* 
Musted bj fatigue and hunger, on reaebipg thie plaoe» 
oonld obtain nothiDg but muddy water; and, wbile 
tbey were employed in procuring itf Napoléon, tbe 
king of Napiety tbe viceroy, and tbe prince of Neuf* 
cbâtel, beld a council under tbe impérial tento, wbieb 
Were raised in tbe court of a cbateau on a spot of . 
elevated ground to tbe left of tbe higb road. 

** Tbus, tben, bad tbe victory bo ardently deaired, 
fo actively pnra ued, and wbicb it became erery day 
more essential to obtain, once again, as at Wifaia^ 
slipped tbrougb itbeir banda 1 Tbey bad, indeed, bad 
an action witb tbe Russian rear-guard ; but was it tbe 
rear-guard of tbeir main army ?. Was it not more 
probable tbat Barclay bad fled to Smolensk by. the, 
way of Rudnia ? How far tben woujd it be necessary 
to pursue tbe Rnssians, in order to bring them to an 
engagement ? Surely tbe necessity. for organizing re» 
conquered Litbuania, for forming magazines and bos* 
pitals, for establisbing a new point ôf repose, of 
defence, and of departure for a Une of opération so 
fearfuUy extended, every tbing, in iact, pointed out. 
tbe propriety of balting on tbe confines of Old 
Russia." 

A skirmisbing was now obsenred to take place not 
far from tbis spot, at wbicb Murât instantly paased. 
Our adyanced'guard bad been defeated: some of tb» 
borsemen bad been obUged to dismount and continae 
tbeir retreat on foot, and otbers bad not been able to 
oonduct back tbeir extenuated borses from tbe oonteet 
Vttt by dragging tbem on by the bridle* Tbe emperor 
then questioned gênerai Belliard, wbo frankly declared. 
tibat tbe régiments were already greatly enfeebled„ 
tbat tbey were dreadfîilly barassed, and absçlutely 
required rest ; tbat, after six da^s' marches more, b« 
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would hâve no caralry left, tnd that it wat tin» to 
hait 

To thèse observations was added the influence of a 
buming sun, reflected from a dazzling sand. The 
jBmperor, exeessively fatigued, made up bis mind in 
conformity to thèse suggestions. Thé ooune of the 
Dana and that of the Boristhenes defined the Frençh 
line. The army was cantoned on the banks of thees 
two rivers, and the space between them, in the foUow» 
ing order: Poniatowski and his Pôles at Mohilef ; 
Davoust and the first corps at Orcha, Dubrowna» and 
Lucbowicze : Mnrat,' Ney, the amy of Italy, and the 
guard, from Orcha and Dubrowna as far as Witepik 
and Suraij. The advanced posts at Lyadi, Iiikowo, 
and Velij, having in front of them those of Barclay 
and Bagration ; for thèse two armies of the enemy» 
one after flying from Napoléon across the Duna, by 
Drissa and Witepsk, the other after escaping from 
Davoust across thç Berezina and the Boristhenes by 
Bobruisk, Bickof» anfl Smolensk, had at length 
effected a reunion on the spot between those two 
rivers. 

The grand corps detached from the central army 
were, at that time, stationed in the folio wing manner ; 
on the right Dombrowski before Bobruisk, and in 
front of the corps of twelve thousand men under the 
Russian gênerai Hocrtel. 

On the left, the duke of Reggio and Saint-Cyr, at 
Polotsk and at Bialoe, on tne road to Petersburghi 
which was defended by Witigenstein and thirty thou- 
sand men. 

On the extrême left, Macdonald and thirtyeight 
thousand Prussians and Pôles in front of Riga. They 
tixtended themselves to the right upon the Aa aad 
towards Danabourg. 
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. M Ae «UM tiaiet Schwiuftzenberg and Régnier, a* 
the head of Saxon and Austrian corps, occupied 
tewarda Slonim the tpace between the Niémen and the 
Bag, ooyering Warsaw and the rear of the graad 
armjr, whicfa Torraaaof kept in some oneannea s and 
alarm. The duke of Bellano waa advanoing from the 
Vistvla with a reaerre of forty thomand men ; and 
imallf , Angereau vaa ooUaeting an eleventh army at 
Siettin. 

With refpect to Wilna, tha daka of Bassano re* 
mained in that ctty anrrounded hjr the envoyf of varions 
ootfrta. That miniatar goremed lithnania, corraa* 
ponded with ail tha prineipal conunaaderi, deapatched 
to them tha inatmetiona which he reeeived from Na* 
polecxD, and piished Ibrward the proyitlona, recruita, 
and ttragglers, as faat aa thay arriTed« 

Aa eo(m aa tha emperor had formed hit résolution, 
ha retumed to WHepak, with hit gnardt. On entering 
hia impérial quarters in that dty on the f 8th of Joly, 
he toÂ off hie sword, and laying it down upon the 
maps with which hia tobfes ware eoyered» ^ Mère/' he 
exclaimed, ** I hait. I want to reoonnoitre, to rally, to 
reat my army, and to organise Poland. The eampaign 
of ISIS ia orer ! that of 18U will do the raat/' 
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BOOK V. 



CHAPTER I. 

Br the coDquest of Lithuania the ostensible object 
of the wai* was attained, yet hostilitiea hardly appear- 
ed to hâve begttn. We had conquered places, but not 
men. The Russian army was still entire ; the two 
wisgSi v^hich had been separated by the impetuosity 
of our first Attack, had just been reunited. It was 
the finest season of the year. In this posture of 
affairs, Napoléon persuaded hims.elf thiat he had formed 
an irrévocable détermination to hait on the banks of 
the Duna and the Boristhenes. 

It was the more easy for him at thIs tikne to deceive 
others as to his designs, since he had deceived him* 
self. His Une of defence was already traced on tbe 
maps, his battering train was marching upon Riga. 
The left of the anny was to be supported by that 
strong place. At Dunaburg, and Polotsk, it was to 
maintain a menacing and défensive posture. Witepsk, 
so easily fortified, and its woody heights, were to serve 
as an entrenched camp for the centre. From thence 
to the Southi the Berezina and its marshes, covered by 
the Boristhenes, are only passable through some few 
défiles, 80 that a small number of troops would be 
sufBciient for their defence. Further on, Bobruisk 
marks the right of this great Une, and an order was 
accordingly given to take possession of that fortress. 
Besides this, he relied upon an insurrection of thé 
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populons prorineei of the South. They were to astist 
Schwartzenberg in driving out Tormafoft and tbe 
armjr was to be increaaed hy their numeroua Cossacka. 
One of tbe largett land-ownen of thea a provinces, a 
noble in wbom eveiy tfaing, even liif peraon and coun^ 
tenance, bore an appearance of distinction^ bad bast* 
cned to join the liberators of bis country. Tbe em» 
peror marked bim ont to bead tbis insurrection. 

In tbis position notbing was to be déficient. Cour* 
land was to êuyport Maedonald^ 8am0getia« Oudinot. 
Tbe fertile plains of Klubokœ were to fumisb sap* 
plies for tbe emperor ; wbilst tbe provinces of tke 
Soutb were to pvovide for tbe rest. In addition to 
tbese resourceSf tbe grand magazine of tbe army waa 
at Dantzic ; and its great entrepôts at Wilna and 
Minsk. In tbis manner tbe armjr would be establisb* 
•d in tbe country wbicb it bad just traversed ; and 
upon tbat countiy tbe river» the marsbes, tbe produc- 
tions, the inhabitants, every thing would unité witk 
ys» and would co-operate for the common defence. 

Sttcb was Napoleon's plan. Accordingly we now 
sowbim examining Witepsk, and its environs» as if îie 
were reconnoitrii^ a place in which be intended to 
réside for a considérable time. Establishments of ail 
kinds were formed. Tbirty-six ovens were construct- 
ed, in which twenty-nine thousand pounds of bread 
were baked at a time. He did not confine bimself to 
what was useful, he wanted even embellisbmenta. 
Some bouses of stone deformed tbe square of tbe 
palace ! thèse the emperor commanded bis guard to 
remove. He already began to contrive amusements 
for the winter. Actors were to come from Paris to 
Witepsk : and, as tbat town was deserted, tbe female 
part of tbe audience was to be attracted from Warsaw 
ând Wilna. 
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Hit star ncyw«nlight6fned htspftth, and happy waali 
it haye been for him if he had not altemrardB mistaken 
the V68tl«B8aet8 of an impatient temper for the inspi- 
ration of his g«nius. Whatevsr may haye been said 
to the contrary, he was neyer led away by others. In 
him» ail prooeeded from himse]f; beiyas not to ba 
seduced from what his own judgment dictated. In 
vain did one of his Marshals prediot the rising of the 
Russians» on reading the proclamations which the offlt^ 
cers of his adyanced*guard were ordered to distribnte. 
This gênerai had been intoxicated by the inoonsiderat* 
promises of some Polish oAcers ; promises dictated 
by that delusiye hope common to ail exiles, with which 
they mislead the commanders who trust to their re» 
présentations. 

But of ail those who tried to excite him to change 
his détermination, Murât was the moat véhément and 
persevering. That king, weary of repose, insatiable 
of glory, could not control hie impatience to reacli 
an enemy whom he knew to be at hand. He left tha 
advanced-guard to come to Witepsk, and, as soon aa 
he was alone withtàe emperor, gav^ vent to his irrita* 
lion. He accused the Russian army of cowardice. 
He talked as if it had broken an appointment befbre 
Witepsk ; as if it had been an affair of honour^-Hi 
duel. It was a terrified army, which he would put to 
the rout with his light horse. Napoléon smiled at thk 
burst of ardour ; to calm him he replied, ** Murât, tho 
firat Bussian campaign is finished : let us plant our 
eagles hère. Two great rivera mark out our position ; 
let us Goustruct blockhouses upon this line ; let there 
be a cross fire in every direction ; let us form a square 
battalion» cannon at the angles and at the exterion 
The interior sbaU contain cantonmonts and magazines: 
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1S18 will see us at Moicow; 1814 at Petenonrg. 
The Ruftian war m a three yeart war/' 
. Hif genins thus oonceiyed eyerj thing in maifea, 
and he lookedapon anannyof ficntr bnndred thoiisand 
men aa a régiment. 

. That same day lie addretied one of the oommisea- 
fies aiond in the following remarkable words. ^ Ae 
for yoa, Sir, mind that we hâve «nough to live on 
hère/' for added he, raising his voice, and taming io 
)Aê officen, ^* we will not commit the same foUy that 
.Charles XII. did/' His actions howerer, soon belied 
his words, and every body was astonished at his indi^ 
Çerence about giving orders for the maintenance of so 
yast an establishment. On the left, he sent Maodo- 
nald neither the instructions nor the means necessary 
for taking Riga. On the right, Bobruisk was to be 
taken« This fortress stands in the midst of a deep 
and extensive marsh. It was by cavalry that he or* 
dered it to be besieged. 

Formerly Napoléon gave no orders but what it was 
possible to exécute, but the wonders of the Pmssian 
war had taken place, and from that time the plea of 
impossibility was no longer admitted. Orders were 
issued ; at ail events every thing must be attempted, 
fince, hitherto, every thing had succeeded. This led 
to fanmense, but not always successful exertions. They 
Vere then made reluctantly : but the emperor insisted ; 
he acquired the habit of commanding every thing, his 
troops that of omitting to exécute ail tliat he com* 
nanded. 

Dombrowslci was however left belbre this place, 
with his Polish division, wiiich Napoléon called eigh^ 
thousand men, although he perfectly well knew that 
i^ did not then consist of more than twelve hundred { 
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Irat luch, either from the idea tbat hit worcU woold fce 
repeated'and would deceive the «nemy^ or £rom a 
detirei'^by this exaggerated valuatioxi, to make hit 
generala feel what he expected from thenot wat lût 
outtom. 

Thert remained Witepsk. From the houiee of that 
ttown the eye plunges perpendicularly into the DoDMf 
or to the bottom of the precipicet whiph aurround itt 
«veaUfl, 

. In thit elimate the tnow Itet lon^^ upon the groand, 
It filters through the leatt tolid partt of the rocktf 
pénétrâtes to a great depthi and causes them to rift^ 
and crumble down. To this canse are to be attributed 
those deep ravines which occur so unezpectedly, and 
for which no inequality of the surface prépares the 
eye« They are iniperceptibl0 at a few paces from 
their sides, and hâve surprised and suddenly arrested 
charges of cavalry in the midst of thèse yast plains, 

A month would haye sufficed for Frenchmen to put 
this town in a state to stand eyen a regalar siège ; 
even the slight addition to. the means afforded for itt 
defence by nature was neglected^ At the same tiine 
aome millions of francs indispensable for raiting the 
Lithuanian troops wero refiised. The insurrection of 
the South was to be headed by prince Sanguttko ; he 
wat detaiaed at the impérial quarters. The modéra* 
tionof Napoleon's récent language had not, howeyer, 
ideceiyed those immediately about him. They remem* 
bered that« at the first sight of the.empty Russian 
eamp, and of the deserted town of Witepsk, hearing 
them rejoice at this conquesti he tumed round abrupt- 
lyi and exclaimed, ** Do you think then, that I came 
tiius far to conquer stone walls V They knew also, 
tfaat when he had a great object in view he never 
formed any but a y«^e plan, that he loy^d to taka 

Vox*. !• o 
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odantel of cireumstances, to rely npon the prompti* 
tude of hiê géiàtu* 

The whole anuy now receired the most Abundam 
prooff of the favoiir of their leaden If he mot aay 
parties of woanded men he stopped them, iaqaind 
aboat thetr state, their rafferingii, the actioni in wUch 
thejr were' wôundeât ànd nerer leflt them iddioot 
ba^g «heeréd them by hit expreseioiu of 'sympathj, 
and relieved them by hin bonnty. He was obsenred to 
pay particular attention to his goarda, he reriewed 
them èvery day himaelf, he wat laviah ôf praiee* 
eometimei of bUune, bat that fell only on the comids* 
sarfes. This pleased the toldiers, and tilenced their 
coînplaints. 

He weut daiiy to intpeet the ovenu, to taste the 
breid, and to ascertein the regular dittHbittion of the 
rations. He often sent wine fmm his table tothe sen« 
tinel nearest to him. One day hê assemUed the êlUe 
of his guatîds ; they were to hare a new commander ; 
wlth his own voiee, with his own hand and sword, he 
presented their oAcer to them, and embraced him in 
their présence. Thèse nnmerons attentions were at« 
tnboted by some to gratitude for pàft, by others to 
the hope of fùtnre services. 

' The lattor saw distinctly that Napoléon had at first 
ilattered himself that he should veeeitre f resh prop<AMils 
of peace from Alexander, aiid that he was now stmck 
by the diètress afld the groWing weakness of his amy. 
It was necessary t6 give time not only for the long 
train of stragglers and of sickto join dieir corps, aai 
to reach the hôspitals, but even to create thèse hoapi- 
tals, to coUect prorisions, to refresh the horses, and to 
wait for the hospital-waggons, tiie artillery, and the 
pontoons, Which were still painfully toiling throngh tha 
sands of Lit&uania, to come up to us. His. corre^n 
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dence with Europe must also occupy muçh of hU ut- 
tention; lastly, he was stopped by ^ burning sky; 
/or 8ach is this d^mate | the weather is extrême» im* 
inoderate ; it dries up. o^ inundatesi Bcorche/i or. freeset 
lîhe 8oil, and the inh^bitants, eveu when it ^eena most 
favourable ! This treach^T0)i8 atmo^pb^re r«Uxed our 
bodies by its bea;tf only to render them jpore sfusible 
to ilie froat by \yhicb we lyere aoon to be.peaetnUed. 
The emperor waa.not Uss affected by the cliioAte than 
hia troppff but, as sopa as he was refreshed by rest, 
having looked in vain for the app^araace of a mesten» 
g çr from Âle^ander, and having completed hit arrange» 
pienta, he was aeized with impatience. Whelher it 
vas that to himi as to ail active men^ inaction was 
burdensome, and that ho preferred danger to the 
tedium ôf expectation» or whether he was stimnlated 
by that hope of acquiring whichi in the minds of most 
ipeu, is stronger than the satisfaction of letaining, or 
th^tt the feat of losing, he was obviously restless. 
£Towi more than ever» was his imagination possessed 
by the idéa of Moscow captive ; this was the term of 
ail his fearSy the bbject of ail his hopes. In the posses* 
sion of that city he was to find every thing. From 
this tixiie.it was foreseén that an ardent restless spirit, 
^COlstomed to prompt and rapid measures, woi^ld not 
Wttit eigbt months, when he felt his object within his 
grasp, when, in fact, it required only .twenty days to 
Koaoh it 

Let no one be too eager to judge this extraordinary 
man, for weakness is common to ail mon. He will be 
heard himself ; and it will then be seen to what a de» 
grée his political position embarrassed his military 
movements. The resolution he was now about to take 
will be Btill lesB blamed hereaftor, when it will be seen 
that the destiny of Russia depended upon a ungle 
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4Uy*f health, which wai refiif ed to Napoiaon upon tbé 
field of tlM BAotkw». ' 

Nererthelestt he appeared at firat not to dare to 
oonfetSy eren to himself, tuch extrême rashnett ; bjr 
degreet he wionght himself iip to contemplate hia pro» 
ject* He thên deliberated, and the great irretoln- 
tiôn tliat agitated hia miad was visible in ereiy featnre 
and geetttre. He wandered about his apartmentt as if 
portuedy beset by tbif dangerous temptation. Notiting 
cottld fix him ; one moment he sat down to work, the 
next he abandoned it* and preiently began again* He 
waUced about withont any vif ible object ; atked what 
o'clock it .waa ; obterred the weath^ ; then itopped, 
eompletely absorbed i then hmnmed a tune with an ato 
of abfencef and then walked again. 

In thii ftate of perplexity he sometimea addreaeed m 
few broken words to the people he met. '^ Well, what 
thall we do 2 Shall we ttay hère ? Or shall we go on? 
HofT can we stop in the middle of such a glorioaa 
career V* He did not wait for their answer» but wan» 
dered away ; and appeared as if he were looking about 
for something or some person that might force him ta 
corne to a décision. 

At length eompletely overloaded with the weight ci 
his mighty thoughts, and wom out by so tremendoua 
an uncertaintyy he threw himself upon one of the 
couches which were stretched upon the floor of hia 
apartments. His person exhausted by the heat^ and 
by the contention of his miiid, was coyered only with 
a light garment* It was thus he passed a part of the 
time he, spent at Witepsk, . 

When^ however, his body was in a state of repoeet 
his mindwak instill greater activity. **Howmany 
motives towards Moscow urge him on? How can he 
bear the ennui of seven winter months at Witepek f 
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Shall he whd until now had al Wfiyi be«n t^e Msailant 
H reduoed to the defensiyev to play a part to unwor* 
thy of him, one for whicliheU equally disqualifiedby 
want of expérience anid by the character of his genius } 
Besides» at Witepsk nothing.îs decidedt and yet at 
what a distance is he from France already ! Europe ia 
then to see him stopped— him, whom nothing conld 
eyei' stop ! WiU not even the duration of thia enter- 
prise augment its dangers ? Shall he i^Uoyjr ail Russia 
time to arm herself 7 How long caa, h^ ipaintain thia 
uncertain positon without lessenii^ the prestige of hia 
in&]iibility« which the résistance of Spain had al* 
ready weakened 1 Hç might awak^n dangerous hopea 
.n Europe. What would be thought on hearing that ^ 
third of his anny v^re^ absent from their colours, 
either. from sickn^ss pr dispersion ? It was necessarj 
iostantly to dazçle men by the ficlat of a great victory. 
Such misforttines must be hidden under a thick shade 
of laurelfl," 

He now thought of nothjng but tha <i?itvt\ the ex* 
pense, the inconveniences, the disquiet of a défensive 
position at Witepsk. Ât Mosoow are peace» abun* 
dance, money for.the maintenance of the war, and 4m* 
mortal glory. He persuaded himself that there wM 
no prudence for him but in bolduess ; that hazârdous 
enterprises were like faults, which, though invariably 
begun with risk, are frequentiy advantageous if fol- 
lovved up; that the less there was to excuse such 
undertakings, the more absolutely necessary was it to 
make them suciiceed, This «■nterpnse then must not 
be merely atchievedi it must be eicceeded. The uni- 
verse must be astonished. He must astound Âlexan* 
der by his boldness, and extort from him ample com- 
pensation for ail his losses. 

Thus it was that the very danger which perhaps 

08 



17$ uwtonr ow vAMMon^n 

ought to hare calM bim bâck to the Niemeiif or at 
least to hare fized him upon the bankt ci the Dniui^ 
nrged him ferward to Motcowl Sttch u the conte* 
quence of taking up a faite potition. AU it danger; 
rathnett it prudenoe ; nothing it left bat a choice of 
fattltt. The mittaket of the enemjr, or aoeideiit, ahme 
afford hope. 

Haying thvt decided, he ttiddenlj rote up, at if not 
to allow time for reflection to briiig back hit peinfol 
indecition, and already fiiU of the plan whidi wae to 
enture hit conqnett he ran to hit mapt. He taw no* 
thing but Sœolentk and Motoow. The great Motcow, 
the holy city— namet which he r^>eated with tatitâw* 
tion, and wbieh teemed to increate hit eagemett* At 
the tight of them, inflamed by hit formidable prqecty 
he appeared pottetted by the genint of war* Wm 
xAce beeame harth, hit glance fiery, and hit whole 
air ttem and fieree. Hit attendante retired from hia 
pretence from fear, no lett than from retpect ; bat at 
length hit plan wat fixedi hit détermination taken, hia 
march traced: immediately the tempett it calmed, 
and haying giyen contittency and utterance to hia 
tremendottt conceptiont, hit featuret retumed tbeir 
oharacter of tweet and terene cheerfolnett. 



CHAFTER n. 

HAyiNO taken hit retolution^ it wat important that it 
thoald not ditgntt thote aronnd him ; he thooght that 
tbey wottld tenre him more zealootly from oonyietloa 
than from obédience. By their tentimentt, moreoTiMv 
he judged of thote of the rett of the army : laatlyw 

H..»-» -«.-.». «.--«-a >^^ 
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silent dissatistaction of those immediately aboat him ; 
he wan iineasy, Burrounded by looks of disapprobation, 
and opinions at yariance with his own* By obtaining 
their ooncorrence in his project, he mada them sharen 
in the responsibility, which, perhaps, he felt too 
weighty. But those around him expressed their op^ 
position to his détermination, each in the manner 
suited to his character ; Berthier by a melancholy airi 
oonqplaints, and eyen tears ; Lobau and Caulaiiwoarti 
with a frankness which, in the one, was marked by a 
haughty and cold blimtness pardonable in so braye a 
warrior, and in the other by obstinate perseyeranoe 
and yiolent impetuosity. The emperor receiyed their 
dbseryations with displeasure ; and addressing himself 
more particularly to his aids*de-camp, and to Berthier^ 
he exclaimed, *< that he had made his gênerais too 
rich, that they no longer cared for any thing but the 
pleasures of the chase,and the display of their sump* 
tuons équipages in Paris, and that they were doubtless 
disgusted with war." To this attack on their honouf 
there was no reply ; they hung down their heads, and 
Bubmitted. In one of his fits of impatience, he said 
to a gênerai of his guard, *^ You were bom in a \àw\m%io% 
and you shall die in one.*' Duroc expressed his dis- 
approbation at firsi by a cold silence, and afterwarda 
by cleur and précise answers, authentic reports, and 
short remarks. To this the emperor replied, ^^ that 
he saw clearly that the Russians only wished to draw 
him on, but that neyertheless he must still proceed to 
Smolensk ; that he would establish himself therè, 
and that, if Russia had not made peace by the spring 
of 1813, she was lost; that Smolensk was the key 
of the two roads of Petersburgh and Mosoow ; that 
he must take possession of it ; that he might thea 
march at the same time upon thèse oapitals» to effeeft 
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%h» complète destruction of one^ and preierystum of 
the othe^'/' The grand manbal remarked '^ that he 
was not more likely to find peace at Smolenek, or 
eyen at Moscow» than at Witepsk, and that, at snch 
a distance, it waa very unsafê to leave the Pmasiana 
between the army and France ;" to whichthe emperor 
replied, <* that, if that ahould be the case, when the \ 

Russian war ceased to offer him any advantage, he 
would abandon it : that he would then turn bis arms 
pgainst Prussia, and make her pay the expansés of 
thé war." Daru spoke in his tum ; this roinister 
iê remarkable for rigid integrity, and inflexible flrm^ 
ness : the great question of the march upon Moseow I 

was under discussion. Berthier ak)ne was présent*^ 
the debate iasted eight hours consecutively ; the em«» 
peror asked his minister his opinionas to this war; '< that 
it is not national/' replied Daru ;' ** that the introduc* 
tion of a few English manufactures into Russia, that 
eren the érection of Poland into a kingdom, are not 
suffident reasons £or so remote a war ; that your troops, 
that ourselves can neither concéiye the object nor the 
necessity of it ; and that every thing renders it ad- 
yisable at least to stop hère/' The emperor exclaimed, 
*' Dld they think him a madman ? Pid they think 
that he made war as a matter of taste ? Had tbey not 
heard him say that the war of Spain, and of Russia^ 
were two cancers which were corroding France, and 
which she could not support at the same time? He 
wished for peace, but two were requisite to form a 
treaty, and he was alone. Had he received a single 
letter from Alexander ? What should he wait for at 
Witepsk ? The riyers, it is true, marked out a position 
there, but in winter there were no rivers. The line in- 
dicated by them was illusory ; a démarcation rather 
than a séparation. It would be necessary, therefore, ta 
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form a factitious Une, to eonstruct townt, and ibr- 
tresses proof against the éléments, and ail th^ scouiges 
of the climate ; they mnst create a new world aronnd 
them, for there was an ahsolute want of everjr thing, 
even of the bare means of subsistence, uniess by 
draining and thus exasperating Lithnania, or hy 
ruining himself ; sînce if erery thing cottld be seized 
in Moscow, hère eyery thing must be bought. Thus,'^ 
continued he, '* at Wltepsk you can neither feed me^ 
nor I défend you. Neither of us can exercise our 
f unctiops hère/* He added, ** if he retumed to Wilnft, 
he could indeed be more easily provisioned, but not 
better defended ; that he would then be compelled to 
retire to the' Vistula, and to lose Lithuania ; whereas, 
at Smolensk, he would find either a decided battle, 
or at^least a fortified town, and a position on the 
Dnieper ; that he saw clearly that they had Charles 
XII. in their minds ; but that if there were no instance 
of a successfiil expédition to Moscow, it was because 
no man had yet appeared fit for the undertaking ; that, 
in war, half the results are always to be ascribed to 
fortune ; that those who waited for a perfect combi* 
nation of fayourable cîrcumstances would never un- 
dertake any thing; that before they finished they 
must begin; that there was no enterprise to the 
success of which eyery thing concurred, and that 
chance influenced aU human projects. Lastly< that 
the rule does not occasion the success, but the 
success créâtes the rule» and that if he succeeded 
by new marches, new principles would be drawn 
from a new example of success. As yet,'* added 
he, *' no blood has been shed, and Russia is too 
vast to yield without combat. Alexander can treat 
only after a battla. If it be necessary, I will go 
in quest of this bftttle, even to the holy city, and I 
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will gain it. F^ace awaitt ipe at tbe gaies of Moscow. 
But haying once aecured my hononr» if Alexander 
ttill peniirtt» I will treat with the Boyards, or with 
the population oi the city : it is considérable» compact, 
and consequently enlightened ; it will understand its 
own interests ; it will know what liberty is." He con* 
elnded by saying that Moscow hated Petersburgh: 
that he would take advantage of this rivalry ; that the 
results of such a jealousy were incalculable/' Tbus 
did the emperor, when wanned by conrersationi dis- 
close the hopes he entertained. Dam replied, ^ that 
war was a game at which he played well, and at which 
he always gained, and that it was natnral to conclude 
that he delighted in it. But that, in the présent in« 
stance, he had to contend rather with nature than 
with men. That either from sickness, désertion, or 
famine, the anny had diminish^d by a third ; if there 
were a scarcity of prorisiçms at Witepsk, how would. 
they fare farther on 7 The ofEcers whom he sent in 
quest of them did not retum, or retumed empty« 
handed. The little corn, or the few cattle which the^ 
succeeded în collecting together, were immediately 
deyoured b^ the guard. The other corps openly corn* 
plaiued âiat the guard exacted and absorbed every 
thing, that it was a privileged class» Erery thing 
then rendered it advisable to stop ; the more so, b^ 
cause, havlng once tumed their backs on Witepsk* 
they could no longer reckon on the good-wîU of the 
inhabitants: that, in pursuance of his instructions, 
they had been sounded, but with no effect : how could 
they be stirred up to revoit for that liberty of which 
they knew not eyen the name. What hold could they 
bave on thèse half-dvilized people, without riches, 
without wants î Of what could we depriye them î With 
what could we tempt them 1 They possessed nothing 
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beyond their mère existence^ with vhich they ecmld 
etcape isto their almost boyndteti wildt." Btrthier 
added, **tliat if we marched fbrwaidvthe Rassian 
would haye the adyantage of our lengthened 4ankfl| 
of famine, and more especiaily their fomiidable^nten 
whereaa, by stopping, the emperor woùld li^ve tbe 
winter in hia fayour, would keep the w&r withio his 
reach, instead of pursuing it, delasire, wandering» and 
indetenninate/' Such were the opinions expreiied 
by Berthier and Dara. The emperor interrupled' them 
with subtle arguments, atating the question in the ^ 
way which fayoured his inolinationsj or evading 
it whenever it pressed too hard upon him. But, how- 
ever dîsagreeable were the truths he was compelled 
to hear, he listened, and answered wïth patience. 
Throughout this dîscussioni his words, his miaimers* 
his gestures, were remarkable for an ease» a simpli* 
city, ahindness whijoh indeed were habituai to him is 
prirate life ; and which explain why the attachment of 
those who lived on terms of intîmacy with him out« 
Ured ail his faults and ail his misfortùnes. 

The emperor, who was fi^r from satisfied, sent for 
several of the gênerais of his army ; but his questions 
pointed out the answer they were ezpected to giye ; 
and some of his oiHcers who had passed their lires in 
the camp, and were accustomed to obey his yoice« 
were as submissîve tohimln thecouncil as they were 
on the field. 

Others waited till the event should justify them in 
declaring their opinion : they thought it wiser to pou-* 
ceal their fears before a man whom fortune had alwaytf 
favoured, and to suppress sentiments whieh mighl 
perhaps s'oon be belied by success. 

Most of them apprôyed, well knowing that, even if 
they ran the risk of offending, by advising thé empe* 
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TOT toreniiiiiy he wonld not the leM pursne bis aim 
iiicliiistk»t «ad marcb. Sinoe they mott enoonnter 
bmlk iêXÈgetÊf thej wisbed to appear to meet tbem 
willÎBg^f • On the whole* the evili ci being in tlie 
wiong with hinif were lêu tfaaa thote of being in the 
lighti^ainithîm* 

Bat tb«re was oœ, wbo« not content, witb assenting» 
laet{gated Um to thlt &tal coane* Acting f rom the 
•qggeetîaosof a baae ambition^ he inereaied the em» 
feror'e confidence, by exaggerating the ttrength oi 
Us own diyiiioi). After to many fatiguée, uiiatt^nded 
wilh danger, it was esteemed a great merit in the 
eommandereto haye ret^ineda large proportion oftheir 
ttenaround their eaglee. The emperor was thns ad- 
dreeeed on hit weak side, and thp time for rewards 
wae at hand» The gênerai in queetion, to ingratiate 
Umaeif yet farther, confidently amwered for the 
•rdottr of hie eoldiers, whose emacîated coontenances 
eocorded but ill with the flattering reports of their 
leader* The emperor believed In this ardour, because 
it fetl in with his own wishes, and because he only 
saw the soldiers at reviews; on those occasiona 
when ail spirits were raised by his présence, by the 
pomp of war, and by the contagbus ^nthusiasm of 
large assemblies of men, when, indeed, every thing, 
eren the secret orders of their oftcers, rendered a 
display ef ardour iDevitabl^. 

Neither did he pay any extraordinary attention^ 
ezcept to h&s gfuards* The soldiers of the main army 
iXHnplained of his absence. They neyer saw him now» 
but on days of battle ; he only cared abont. their livee 
when he wanled Aem to be ready to sacrifice them. Thejr 
were ail bronght hither for his sake, but he no longer 
seemed to care about them. Thus did they snffer and 
oomplain ; but they did not su Aciently reflect that tU% 
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inw one of the evils inséparable from such a cam* 
paign. The dispersion of the corps was rendered in- 
dispensable by the difficulty of finding subsistence in 
thèse déserts. This necessarily separated Bonaparte 
from his troops. Even his guard could jcarcely flnd 
food and shelter around him ; the rest were ont of his 
reach. It is true that several acts of great impru- 
dence had just been committed. It was not known by 
wkose order, but it is certain that seyeral loads of 
provisions which belonged to other corps were detained 
for the guard At the impérial quarters. This act of 
violence, joined to the jealousy which corps éPèUie 
never fail to inspire, disgusted ihe army. 

Tlie emperor was ignorant of thèse grievances, but 
he was a prey to t)ie utmost grief and anxiety ; he 
Jcnew that at Witepsk alone three thousand soldiers 
were attacked by dysentery, which was extending its 
ravages to the whole army. The chief cause of this 
disorder was the rye of which they'made their broth. 
Their stomachs, accustomed to bread, rejected this 
oold and raw sort of food, and the emperor urged the 
physicians to find a remedy. One day he appeared 
less anxlous ; ** Davoust,'' said he, ** has found out 
what the médical men could not discover ; I hâve just 
received the intelligence of it ; it is only necessary to 
rofMt the rye before preparing it." Napoleon's eyes 
sparkled with hope as he questioned his physician, 
who only replied that expérience would décide the 
efficacy of the plan. The emperor immediately called 
two grenadiers of his guard, he placed them at his 
table close to him, and made them begin the trial of 
food so prepared. It succeeded ill, although he added 
8ome of his own wine, which he poured out fqr them 
himself. 

Nevertheless the men's minds were supported under 

Vol. I, F 
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feo many prirations bjr their habituai respect foi tlie 
conqaeror of Europe, and by a sensé of ineritable 
neoessitjr ; they felt that they had gone too far to re- 
cède ; nothing but a victory could enable them to ex* 
tricate theinselres promptly ; this Napoléon alone could 
obtain: besides, misfortune had purified the army ; what 
remaîned of it could be only the élite both in body 
and mind. How many trials must those hare under- 
gone who had reached this point ? Men like theee 
were worn out by ennui, and by the utter discomfort 
of the misérable cantonments. To remain appeared 
to theih Intolérable ; to retreat impossible ; ndthfng 
then was left but to advance. 

The g^at names of Smolensk and of Bfoseow did 
not alarm them. In ordinary times, and to ordi« 
nary men, an untried soil, new tribes of people^ a 
distance which magnified every tiiing, would hat« 
appeared insuperable obstacles : to such men, thèse 
y^ert precisely the attractions ; they delighted only ta 
haziudous situations, which became the more exeiting 
in proportion as their péril and their novelty gavê 
them an air of singularity and of adyenture. Thii 
strong excitement is extremely captivating to actims . 
spirits who hâve tasted of every thing life affbrds, anl 
thirst after untried situations* 

Ambition was now let loose fhnn ail restmint. 
Etery circumstance tended to inspire a passion fyr 
renown ; they had plunged into a boundless eareer. 
How, indeed, was it possible to estimate the aêcea» 
dancy gained, and the impulse given by a powerfal 
emperor, who could say to bis soldiers after the vie- 
tory of Austerlitz, ** Name your children aftier me ; 
I give you leave ; and if one among them shall prove 
himself worthy of us, I wîll bequeath him my pro* 
perty* ând déclare him my successor." 
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CHAPTER III. 



Thi^ union of the two wbgs of tbe Ruaiian a^rmy, 
oeAr Smolenskt bad nqw compelled Napoléon to draw 
tcgetker the «cattered corps of His army. As yet 
no lignai for i^ttack had been given, but war wa« 
ail aroundbixn. It seemed to tèmpt bis genius by 
future suGcess, and to stimulate it by past disasters. 

On his left Wittgenstein, fearing at once Oudinot 
and Af iiodonald, bad halted between the two roads of 
Polotsk and Dunaburg, which meet at Sebez. The 
Duke of Eeggio was ordered to take up a défensive 
position* 

But no indication in this unfriendly landhad, either 
at Pplotsk, or at Witepsk, discovered the position of 
the Russians. The marshal, impatient at finding no 
trftces of them, determined to go in quest of them 
himself. 

On the Ist of August, he accordingly left General 
Merle and his division on the Drissa, to guard the 
baggage and the grand park, and to cover his retreat ; 
he sent Verdi er for ward towards Sebez, and stationed 
him on the high road, in order to mask the move- , 
ment he projected. He himself tuming on the left, 
with the infantry of Legrand, the cavalry of Castex, ^ 
and the light artUlery of Aubry, advanced as far as 
Jakowvowo, on the road to Ousveia. 

It happened that Wittgenstein, coming at the same 
moment from Ousveia, also marched upon Jakowvowo ; 
they met unexpectedly in front of this village. It was 
late ; the encounter was animated, but short ; night 
put an end to the conflict, and postponed the décision 
of it. . 

The marshal, with only one division, found himself 

p2 
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m a deep and narrow gorge, sarnmnded by woodi and 
hills, which ail took an unfavourable directioiL He 
was hesitating whether to qait thehr oonfined position, 
upon which ail the enemy's fire waf about to be con* 
centrated, when a young officer of the Rutnian état* 
major, tcarcely out of his childhood, rode heedlewly 
into our posts, and was takeii with his despatches • 
From them we leamt that Wittgenstein was marcbing 
with whole corps to attack and destroy onr bridge* 
oirer the Dwîna. The Duke of Reggio was therefore 
obliged to retreat, to rally and concentrate his finrces 
in a less disadvantageoas position ; and, as often hap* 
pens in thèse rétrograde marches, the stmgglers, and 
some of the baggage fell into the hands of the Ras« 
sians. 

Wittgenstein, elated by this easy success, folléwed 
it up without modération. In the ardour of what ha 
foncied a yictory, he despatched Koolnief, with twelve 
thoosand men, across the Drissa, in parsnit of Albert 
and Legrand. The officers had halted; Albert hastened 
to call the marshal. ' They took up a position nnder 
cover of a hill, watched ail the moyementflV of the 
Rnssian gênerai, and seeîng him imprudently^enter a 
/ Refile between them and the rirer, they snddenly 
^^^ mshed npon him, attacked and killed him. Theene- 

%f^ ^ . ;> my likewise lost eight cannon, and twt> thousand men. 

„ ,,^ Yf Koulnief is saîd to hâve died heroîcally ; a bail 

broke both his legs, and threw him down npon his 
own guns; when, seeing the French approaching, 
he snatched off his décorations ; and, indignant at 
his own rashness, he resolved to die on the very 
spot where he had erred, and commanded ail hia 
mento abandon him. He was regretted by the whole 
Rttssian army. The blâme of this disaster was univer- 
sally impvted to one of those men whom the caprlco 
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of P«pl had coàLV«rted iato generab, at tlie time whea 
tiiAt newly made emperor thought he miglit take pcw- 
«eAsion of his peaceful inheritance like a triumphant 
oonqueror, 

Rashnesa flad with victory from the Rusiian to tba 
French camp. By this unexpected success, Ca0a- 
Bianca and his Gorsîcan battalîons ware intoxicated ; 
they forgot the error to which they oveed it ,* they disr 
ragarded the advice of their gênerai, aod witbon^ 
rQCoUecting tbat they were imitating the inq^rudence 
by which they had ju9t proiited, they commenced an 
eager pursuit of the Russians. They rushed on head» 
longi a distance of two leagucs, and only awoke to a 
aense of their temerity when they found themselves 
in front of the hostile army. Already had Verdier, 
who was forced to corne to their assistance, endan- 
^^ared the safety of the rest of his division, when the 
Duke of Reggio came up, drçw his men out of danger, 
lad them back behind the Drissa, and the next day 
took up his former position undej the walla of PolotsW. 
He found there St. Cyr and the Bavarians, who en- 
creased the number of hia troops to thirty-five thou- 
aand. Wittgenstein quietly resumed his former posi- 
tion at Ousveia. The resuit of thèse four days di^ 
not satisfy the emperor. 

Nearly at the same time intelligence was received 
at Witepsk that the advance-guard of the Viceroy 
)]ad obtained some advantages near Suraij, but that in 
the œntre, at Tukowo, near the Dnieper, Sébastian! 
had been jurprised by numbers and beaten. 

At this juncture. Napoléon wrote to the Duke pf 
Bassano orders to make daily reports of fresh victo- 
ries to the Turks ; true or false — it did not signiiy, 
provided thèse communications did but suspend the 
conclusion of a peace between the Porte and Russia. 

p8 



\ 



190 nttoKT of tiÀrotMcnf^ê 

They were ttill employing eveiy means for thii éndi 
when the dqmtief of Red Rustia came to Witepek, 
aad infomied Daroc that they had heard the Rosiiaii 
camum proclaim the peace of Bucfaarest. This peace 
iigiied lr|r Kutasof, was ratified on the 14th of Juljr« 

On receiving this intelligence^ which was traaa* 
mitted by Duroc* Napoléon erinced the moet Ti<^iit 
diapleaaure. He no longer wondered at Alexander'a 
eilence. One while, he biamed the slowness of Blun^t 
negotiations ; another, the blindness and imbecili^ 
of the Turksy who always made peace on such leme 
that it was a greater eril than war ; then he aceused 
the perfidious policy of his allies, who doubtlesa had 
ail taken advantage of his remoteness, and of Ûit 
mysterious obscurity of the Seraglio, to conspira 
against the domination they ail feared. 

This erent rendered a speedy yictory still moiv nç» 
oessary to Bonaparte. He read the Russian procla^ 
mitions. They might hâve been expected to hâve beeti 
as rude as the people ; the foUowing are some passages 
in them« *' The enemy, with unparalleled perfidy, 
threatens the destraction of our country. Oar bran 
soldiers wish to rush upon his battalions, and to aani» 
hilate them ; but we will not sacrifice them on the altara 
of this Moloch. There must be a gênerai rising 
against the uni versai tyrant. He cornes with treacherjr 
in his heart, andhonour on his lips, to reduce ua 
to subjection by means of his myriads of alaret. 
Z^et us drive out this race of grasshoppers. Let ua 
bearthe cross in our hearts, and the sword in onr 
hands. Let us draw the teeth out of this lion's head, 
and overthrow the tyrant who wishes to overthrow tha 
whole earth." 

The emperor was greatly moved* The abuse, the 
successes, the reverses^ every thing excited and agK 



'^ 



SSPIDinOM TO EVMIA. Ifl 

tated him. The march oî Barclay upon three oohunns, 
near Rudnia, which the check at Tukowo had un- 
eorered, and the vigorous defence of Wittgenstein» 
•eemed to promise a battle. The choice lay between 
that and a long, fatiguing, bloody, and unusual coiitm 
of defence, difficult to maintain at such a distance 
from our reinforcements, and encouraging to the 
en my. 

Napoléon decided— and his décision, thuugh not 
rash, was grand and bold as the enterprise. He se* 
parated himself, indeed, from Oudinot, but not with* 
out ordering St. Cyr to reinforce him, and directing 
him to attach himself to the Duke of Tarentum ; nor 
did he march against the enemy, without changing 
his Une of opération from Witepsk to Minsk. He 
effected this in face, and within reach, of the enemy, 
yet unknown to them. His manœuvres were so well 
concerted, his lieutenants were accustomed to such 
punctuality, précision, and secresy, that in four dayt, 
while the astonished enemy was vainly seeking a 
Frenchman in their front, he wouid suddenly appeau 
with a mass of a hundred and eighty-àve thousand 
men on the left flank, and on the rear of this yery 
enemy who had dared to conceive the project of sur» 
priising him. 

Nevertheless, the extent and multiplicity of the 
opérations, which required his présence in every direc* 
tion, still detained him at Witepsk. It was by lettert 
alone that he could be présent everywhere. His head 
was in constant activity, while his body continued sta- 
tionary ; he flattered himself that his reiterated and 
pressing, orders would be efficient to subdue nature 
herself. 

The army could only obtain subsistence by its exer- 
tions, and from day to day. It had not provisions for 
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four-and'twenty hours; be ordered provitions for 
« fortoighl to l>e carried with them; he dictated 
ioMtfaiitly. On tbe lOth of Augutt he wm ob- 
tanred to «ddrett e^fbt letters to the prince of Eck- 
muhli andnearly as manjr to eacb of hii lieutenanti. 
Infome of thete he ordered that every thing thoold 
oiore towarda hinif in confonnity with bis princîple» 
** that the art of war i§ merely the art of collecting 
more men upon any giren point than the enemy/' He 
wrote to Darouat : *' Send Latour-Maubourg to me. 
Jf the enemy défends Smolensk, as I am tempted to 
bdieTe he vil], we sball bave a décisive engagemen* 
there^ and we caunot hâve too large a force. Orcha 
wiil become the central point of the army. Every 
thing induces me to belieye that there will be a 
great battle at Smolensk. I must therefore baye 
hospitals ; they must be establisbed at Orcha^ Dom* 
browna, Mohiief» Kochanowo, Bobre, Borizof, and 
Minsk." • 

Ile now betrayed the most intense anxiety about the 
proTisioning of Orcha. On the lOth of August, the 
rery day on which he dictated thèse letters, he gave 
Ûie order to march. In four days bis whole army was 
to be assembled on the left band of the Boristbenes, 
near Liadi. On the Idth he set out from Witepsk, 
aifter having halted tbece a fortnight. 
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BOOK VI. 



CHAPTER I. 

Tbb check reeeiyed at Inkowo deeided Napolêon'i 
résolution. Ten thousand Russian horse, in an action 
with the advanced guard, had overthrown SeVastian! 
and his cavalry. The valor and merit of the defeated 
général, his report of the engagement, the audacity of 
the attack, the hope, and, indeed, the urgent want of a 
décisive battle, ail indueed the emperor to oonclndo 
that numbers alone hadcarriedtheday,thatthewhole 
Russian army was united between the Dana and the 
Dnieper, and that it was marching against the centre 
of his cantonments. This was, in fact, the case. 

The grand army was dispersed, and it was necessary 
to coUect it. Napoléon decided on defiling, with hi« 
g^ard, the army of Italy, and three divisions of Da» 
Toust, before the front of attack of the Russians, on 
abandoning his line of opération by Witepsk and sub- 
etituting that of Orclia, and fmally, on throwing him- 
self with a hundred and eighty-five thousand men on 
the left of the Dnieper and the hostile army. Pro* 
tected by that river, he resolved to outmarch that 
army, and reach Smolensk before it ; if he succeeded^ 
he would hâve eut ofF the Russian army not merely 
from Moscowy but from the whole of the centre and 
the south of the empire : it would be strictly confined 
in the north; and he should hâve accomplished, 
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agftinit Bagration and Barclay united, what he liad 
rainljr attempted, at Witepsk, against the army of 
Barclay alone. 

The Ibe of oper<iikm of tbis immense army was accord- 
ingly now to undergo a sudden change. Two hundred 
thonaaiid men tcattered orer a space of fifty leagnea 
were now to be rapidly umied, witboat tbe know- 
ladge or suspicion of tbe enemy, witbin bis means of 
aonoyance, and on his left flank. Hère was, unquestion- 
ablyt one of those grand résolves, wbicb, wben exe* 
Cfited with tha précision and rapidity with wbich tibey 
ira formedt instantly change tbe aspect of war, décide^ 
tfio file of empiresi and proclaim tbe geniiu of oon* 
fueiorv* 

We ocMMsenced onr marcb; and, firomOrcbaas far 
ii Liadif tbe Frencb army proceeded in a long columo 
on the left bank of tbe Dnieper* In tbis masi, the firs^ 
corps» wbich bad beenformed by Daroust, was distiu* 
gttiabed by tbe order and completeness wbich prevailed 
throttghont its several divisions ; the soldierly aspect 
and demeanor of the men, tbe care with wbich tbey 
were snpplied with provisions, the caution employed 
to induee them to husband and préserve those allow* 
aaces wbich the improvident soldier seems to delight 
in nf asting ; and, finally, the numerical and physical 
atrengtb of his divisions, the happy conséquence of 
tbe strictness of his discipline, were circumstancea 
wbich oommanded universai admiration, and occa* 
sioned them to be held up as models for the whole 
army. 

The division Gudin was wanting: an ilUwritten 
order bad occasioned its wandering out of its proper 
route for four«and-twenty bours tbrough swampif 
woods ; it did, however arrive, but weakened by tbe 
loss of three hundred from its ranks ; for such errors 
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Clin be repaired only bjr foroed marches, under which 
-tiie weakest sink. 

The emperoT traversed the nunmtafaious and woodf 
oountry lying hetween the Duna and the Bdnatbenea 
in a single day, and orossed the Utter rhrer in ftMt 
of Rassasna. Its distance from our native couiitty, ith 
historical celebrity, the antiquity of its naaie, ^mfn 
circumstances which not a little rottsed our cttriobilyj 
fer the fint time Since its current flowed, the *w«taiv 
ôf this MttscoTite stream were about to bear an anjr 
of Prenohmen, and reflect the splendonr of our vioU^> 
rious arma. The Romans had known it only by their 
defeats. Thèse were the waters on which the sayaged 
of the north, the children of Odin and of Rariok, had 
descended to sack the oity of Constantinople. Lon§^ 
before we could actually see it, our loolcs were aearck- 
ing for it with ambitions impatience. We, at leagth, 
pérœiyed a river, narrow in its étream, and oonfined 
by banks lined with brusfawood and brambles. tJnder 
this hambie appearance was the celebrated Boria^ 
thenes presented to our view. AU our soaring 
imaginations were humbled at the sight, and soon 
entirely vanished before the necestity of supplyiqg th« 
first wants of nature. 

The emperor slept in his tent in advance of Ras- 
•asna : on the foliowing day, the army mardied toge- 
ther, ready to fall promptly into order of battle, with 
the emperor on horseback in the midst of it. The 
advanced-guard <lrove before it twopulks of Cossacks, 
who re&isted only long enough to allow time for the 
destruction of some bridges and staekfl of forage. The 
villages through which we folk>wed the evacuating 
enemy were immediately pillaged ; the troops passed 
thix>ugh them in the greatest haste and disorder. 

l*he streams we tnet with as we advanced, we passed* 
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by fordt wbich were foon broken up, and rendered un- 
fit for the purpose. The régiments which came after- 
wards cioMed at other parti, joit, in fact, as they 
weM able: little attention and concem were U\t 
aboat them ; the officers of the staff paid no regard 
tosoch détails; nopersons were stationed to point 
ont danger wben any ezisted, or to sbow tbe prc^r 
foad wben sereral presented tbemselves. Eacb se- 
parate corps seemed to be tbere only for itse^f ; 
erery division entertained tbe famé selfisb and ex- 
clnsiye feeling ; and even every single individual, aa 
if tbe fate of one bad not been inrolred in tbat of the 
^bers* 

SiragglerSy and men wbo bad missed their way^ 
were left bebind nearly at every step, wbom tbe ofi« 
eers passed almost close by witb perfect indifférence. 
It wonld bave reqaired too mncb time or trouble to 
bave reprimanded tbem. Eacb was too mncb occupied 
witb bjmself to pay any attention to otbers. Bfany of 
«hese individuals were marauders, wbo pvetended 
siekness ôr wounds, merely to bave an opportunity for 
deéeritog tbeir ranks, wbicb tbere was, in ûict, no time 
for preventing, and wbicb will always bappen wbere 
laif;e bodies of men are burried forward witb rapidtly 
• and précipitation, as order can, witb difficulty, if at 
ail, be presenred in parts after disorder bas begun to 
prevail in tbe mass« 

As far as Uadi tbe villages bore ratber a Jewisb 
than a Polisb aspect. The Litbuanians sometimea 
fled at our approacb; the Jews remained; notbing 
eottld bave prevailed upon them toqutt their wretched 
habitations. They were distinguishable by tbeir lisp- 
ing pronunciation, their voluble and rapid elocution, 
tbe qnickness of tbeir movements, and tbeir oom* 
plexion, ligbted up by tbe vile lust of gain. The/ 
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were more «specially remarkable for their rapadont 
andsearchixig looks, the length and angularity of their 
faces and features, which their maiignant and perfidi- 
otts smile can never open; their tall* supple, and 
meagre figure; their urgency and eagemess of man« 
ner ; their beard, which is generally red, and their 
long black robes, bound about their loins by a leathem 
girdle : in fact, every thing, except filth, distinguishes 
them from the Lithuanian peasants ; every thing abont 
them suggests the idea of a degraded people. 

They seem to hâve subjugated Poland, where they 
rapidly increase and multiply, and whose substance 
and nourishment they prey upon. In former âges 
their religion, and in modem times the bitter sensé of 
tbat ignominy which is unfbrtunately attached to 
them by almost every nation of the earth, hâve ren-- 
dered them hostile to mankind. Formerly they at- 
tacked them with arms, at pi*esent they do it by fraud. 
Thèse peculiar people are held by the Russians in 
perfect horror, possibly, in some degree» in consé- 
quence of their religious aversion to images, fbv 
which the Muscovites entertain a révérence approach- 
ing to idoiatry. In fact, whether through superstition. 
or rivalry in interest, they bave forbidden their resia- 
ing in their territory. The Jews were compelled to 
endure their contempt. Their impotence retumed 
hatred for the scorn, but they detested still more our 
pillage. Enemies to ail mankind, spies in both the 
opposing armies, they were incessantly selling one of 
them to the other, from resentment, or from fear, on 
any opportunity that offered, and from a habit of 
selling eyery thing. 

Beyond lîadi oid Russiacommenced,.and the J«iws 
were seen no more. TKjs ey^ was re^ved ft'otn their 
disgusting présence ; hui pther circamstances induçed 
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BS to regret them ; we regretted the lost of that ioto» 
rested and persevering activity* ftom whiçh, for monef 
every thing might be obtoined; we regcetted erea 
their Gennan jargont the^only language we could un» 
derttond in those reœote and tarage déserts, and 
which they, ail speak, as it is the necesaacy médium of 
their oommerdai transactions. 



CHAPTER II. 

On the I6th of Aug^st, at three o'clock, theamqi 
was in sight of Krasnoe, which a Rossian régiment 
seemed disposed to défend ; it detained Marshal Ney» 
howerec» .only as long a ttme as was required to get 
up with it and defeat it. On taking possession of the 
towjif sizthousand Russian infantry were obsenred 
beyond it in two coltunnsy with several sqoadrons 
corering their retreat. This was the corps of Newe* 
fowskoï. 

The ground was unequal in its surface, but clean 
and bare. It was well adapted for cavalry, and Korat 
took possession of it. But, the bridges of Krasnœ 
being broken down, the French cavalry were obligée 
to tum to the left and défile for a long time throngh 
misérable fords before they could corne in contact 
with the enemy. When they actually arrired in front 
of them, the difficnlty of the passage which they had 
just left behind thera* and the firm attitude oi tiie 
Russians, excited something of hésitation ; time waa 
consumed in waiting for ail the troops to come 
up, and in forming and deploying them; at last, 
howerer, the enemy's cavalry were dispersed, and on 
the first onset* 



Netrerowskoi, as sooû âs fae 'found lihiisel'f Tinco* 
Vered, united his columns, and fonned of them a oom 
^lete square, of such thicknoBi, that Murat'a cavalry 
several times penetrated it, without being able to ira» 
verse it completely, or to throw it into disorder. 

In ftict, otir fimt charges fell short of reaching thé 
ffont of the Rusflians by twenty paces: whenever thejr 
felt themselves severely pressed, they faced abotil^ 
Bwaited us with intrepid firmneeSf and repnlsed us by 
discharges of muslcetry ; then, instantly profiting by 
the disorder itito which they had throwii tis, tâiey con- 
tinuée! their retreat. 

Their Gossacks were seen dealîng ont beavy blowi, 
t<rlth the Wdoden part of their lances, on those of theit 
infantry who did not keep the regular step or correct 
line of march, for our squadrons harassed them wtià& 
t>ut intermission, watched ail their morements, dashed 
into the smâllest interrals that were inadvertenUy 
furnished, and instantly carried off whatever was sepft* 
rated from the main body ; they even penetrated that 
on two occasions, but only a very little way, the hôràei 
being, as it were, atranded against a mass so thîck and 
nnyielding. 

Newerowskoï was at one moment in the utmost 
danger. His column was marching on the left of thé 
high road, ariiidst some standing corn, when saddenly 
its progress was impeded by arbw of strong palisadesi 
which extended nearly round the whole endosure ; 
his soldiers, pushed on violently byour troopft had not 
time to elTect a gap in it, and Murât ordered the Wur« 
temburghers to rush upon them, and make them lay 
down their arms. But while the advanced column of 
the Russians was rapidly removing the obstacle, their 
kindmost ranks faced about, and stobd their ground 
flrmly. They iired, inaocurately indeed, chiefly in the 
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êitf and IiIm men under great agitation, bat at lo amall 
a distance, that the tmoke, and fire, and aoond of their 
numeroua tmall arma, frighted the Wurtenibnigh 
honea, and thraw them into complète confoiion. 

The Roteians ayailed themaelvei of this foftunate 
inatanty and placed between them and their purauert 
that barrier which had been 00 nearly fatal to them- 
telvet. Some French cannon at length arrived, which 
alooe were able to make a breach in this living for* 
tress. 

. Newerowskoï hasteped to attain a delile niiick 
Orouchyhad received orders to reach before him; 
but, deceived by a false report. Murât had sent off the 
greater part of that générales cayalry in the direction 
of Jelnia, and Gbmichy had only six hundred horse re- 
jnaining with him. He despatched the Sth Chaasears 
towards the défile, which, howerer, were too weak 
against so powerfiil a column. The vigorons and rei- 
terated chargea of that régiment, of the 6th Hussara, 
and the ath Lancers, against the left flank of thia 
fiimlycompacted mass, strengthened by the double 
row of birch-trees which lined each side of the road, 
were insufficient for the purpose, and Grouchy de- 
laanded assistance, but in vain ; the gênerai who fol- 
lowed him was either detained by the difficulties of 
the ground, or was not sufHciently aware of the im- 
portance of the contest. That importance was indeed 
great, as, between Smolensk and Murât, there was 
merely thb single Russian corps, after defeating 
which, Smolensk would hare been surprised withont 
defenders, and taken witliout résistance, and the ene- 
^ my's army hâve been eut off from his capital I But 
this corps sncceeded, at length, in reaching a woody 
tract of country where its flanks were protected. 
Newerowskoï aecomplished his retreat like a lio^ 
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Hë leift, hoi^i)V«, twelré hundred kiiléd on fEe field- 
of battle, and loat a thottsaind prisoners and eif ht 
pièces of cannon. The French eavalry gained the 
Iplôry of the day. The attack waa as ahimated as 
the defenee vas firm : 4t had the more meriti from 
having only exiiployed steel in oppositioii to fire and 
Steel united. The enlightened courage of a French 
soldier, moreoteri is of a more refinèd and exaltéd 
character than that of Rtiésian soldiers» ^ho are merely 
obedient ând wilHnff slavesi and exjfose to danger a. 
tkr less happy life, and bodily ffames nearly hardened. 
by frOst into iniensibility. 

It accidentally happened that this vietory oc« 
curred on the emperor's birth-day* The anxiy had 
not the sllghtest idea of celebrating it. In the 
disposition of the men^ in the situation of the 
placeSf there was nothing adapted to s festival, and 
the loudest acclamations would hâve beenlost in those 
immense solitudes. In our actual position there could 
be no other day of festival than that of a complète 
viçtory. 

Murât and Ney, however, on deliverîng in their 
report of this suocess to the emperor did homage to the 
anniversary of his nativity. They ordered a salute to 
be fired from a hundred pièces of artillery. The em* 
peror, somewhat displeased, observed that in Russia ii 
was necessary to be economical of French powder. 
But he was informed, in reply, that it was Russian 
powder and had been taken the night before. The 
idea of having his anniversary celebrated at the ex- 
pense of the Russians made Napoléon smile« Thia 
apecies of refined flattery was considered aa well-ac* 
cording with the character of the men. 

Prince Eugène also thought it His duty to pay hi/i 
compliments on this occasion, The emperor saifl ti; 
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hin^ ** Erery thing it preparing for a bateîe ; / nnU 

gain thaty and we fhall then see Moscow/' The 

prince was silent; Imt, on quitting the impérial tent, 

he obtenredy in answer to the queftions of Manhal 

Mortier, ^ Motcow ikîII dettroy u%" Thus an open* 

ing wat made for the expression of disapprobatîon* 

DuroCy a man of the most habituai réserve, and the 

friendi the eonfidant of the emperor, said aload, ^ that 

he could anticipate no period for our retum." How* 

erert such remarks were made only in confidence ; for 

ererjr one felt that, when a décision was once fonned, 

ail ought zealously to oo-operate in the exécution of 

it ; that the more perilous their position became, the 

greater courage and energy were required, and that a 

ëingle Word tending to abate the zeal and ardonr of 

the troops would amount to nothing less than treason. 

Thus it was that some, who by their silence, and eyen 

by their language, opposed the décision of the em- 

peror within his tent, appeared out of it full of hope 

and confidence in its success. This demeanour was 

dictated, to them by honour ; but the multitude 

ascribed it to flattery, 

Newerowskoï, in a state of complète discomfitnre, 
hastened to shut himself up in Smolensk. He left 
behindhim some Cossacks to burn the forage; but 
habitations were respected. 




v; v-y CHAPTER m. 

WfliLfi the grand army was thus reasc^mdiiig the 
Dnieper, on its left bank, Barclay and Bagration, 
stationed between that river and the lake Kaaplia, 
towards Inkowo, believed themselves still nearly in 
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Ine preBence of the French anny. They were in « 

State of great heùtation. Twice yielding to tbe ad- 
Tice of the quarter-master-general Toil, they had 
resolved to force the Une of our cantonments ; and 
twice, confounded^ at the boldness of the enterprise, 
they had stopped short after the opérations necessary 
for that object had begun. At length, too timid to 
tike counsel of any but thernselves, they seemed to 
onfide their décision to eyents, and to wait for our 
attack» in order to render their defence conformable 
to it. 

It was évident» also, from the uncertainty of their 
raoyements, that a misunderstanding existed between 
the two chiefs. In reality, their position, their cha- 
racter, and even their origin, were in direct opposition 
to each other. Barclay was a man of cool courage, 
of a genius scientific, methodical, and tenacious, and 
whose mind, Oerman in its character as in its origin, 
endeavoured to calculate eyery thing, even the chances 
of hazard themselves ; |)ersisting in ascribing ail to his 
tactics and nothing to fortune. Bagration, on the 
other hand, was a warrior of instinct, audacious and 
violent, an old Russian of the Suwarrow school, irri- 
tated at the idea of obeying a gênerai younger than 
himself, terrible in battle, but acquainted wlth no 
book but that of nature, no instruction but his own 
expérience, no counsels but his own suggestions. 

This Russian vétéran, on the frontiers of ancient 
Russia, shuddered at the very idea of retreating fur- 
ther without trying a battle. In the army ail were 
actuated by the same ardour as himself. It was sup* 
ported on the one hand by the patriotic pride of the 
nobility, by the suocess experienced at Inkowo» by the 
inactivity of Napoléon at Witepsk, and by the sarcas* 
tic taunts of those who encountered no responsibility •' 
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indf on tbe other band, it wai tlie feeliog of ihe gt* 
neral population^ consif ting of peasantSt tradèrt, and 
soldiers, who contemplated tlie idea of oui* trampling 
on their sacred soil with a Jiorror like tbat etcited hf 
iacrilege. AU, in short, called àload for battle. 

Barclay alone opposed it. Hi» plan, falsélj at* 
tributed to England, bad dwelt on bis mind erer 
sinc6 tbe year 1807, but be bad to contend not onif 
witb our army, but also witb bis own ; and, altboagb 
be was general-in-cbief and a minîster, he was neitbef 
suffidently Russian, oor snfficiently successful to ob* 
tain tbe confidence of tbe Russians. He bad only 
tbat of Alexander. 

Bagration and bis officers besitated to ob^ bim. 
Tbe question was bow beat to défend their native soil» 
and deTOte tbemselres for tbe good of their country: 
it was a subject in wbicb ail were interested, and wbicfa 
ail tbought they bad a right to examine. Tbus itbap* 
pened, that tbe calamities wbicb they experieneed 
led them to distru^t tbe prudence of their gênerai» 
while, witb tbe exception of afew chief0,our successes 
induced a blind confidence in tbe audacity, hitherta 
unfailingly fortunate, of ours. Tpr in succetH oom* 
mand meets ready obédience; no one dritically in* 
vestigates wbether prudence or fortune is at tbe hebn. 
Such is tbe position of leaders— >wben ereâts Are fa* 
▼ourable and fortunate, ail blindly obey them ; wbéft 
misfortunes thicken, ail jndge them. 

Barclay, bowever, bad at lengtb yielded fer un 
instant to tbe gênerai feeling, united bis forces near 
Rudnia, and attempted to surprise tbe Pr^nch army» 
in its State of dispersion. But tbe feeble hlaw which 
its advancfd-guard had just struck at Tnkowo bad 
tbrown bim into consternation. He trembled, stopped 
short, and| belleving erery moment tbat Napoléon 
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in his front, on his right« and in short in every quar* 
ter but on his left, which he considered protected by 
the Dnieper, he lost many days in marches and coun* 
ter-marches. He was in this state of uncertainty, 
when suddenly NewerowskoTs cry of distress, and for 
assistance, echoed through his camp. There was nô 
longer any question about attack ; ail ran to arms, and 
rushed towards Smolensk for its defence. 

Murât and Ney had already commenced an attack 
on that city ; Murât with his cavalry, on that quarter 
in which the Boristhenes passes within its walls ; Ne), 
where it quits them, with his infantry, and on ground 
interspersed with wood and deep ravines. The mar- 
shai supported his left on the river, and Marat his 
right, which Poniatowski camé directly from Mohilef 
to reinforce. 

At this place the Boristhenes is conihied betweea 
two steep hills, on which Smolensk is built. That 
place présents the appearance of two cities, separated 
by the river, and united by two bridges. That on the 
right bank, which is most modem, is entirely devoted 
to trade ; it is open, but it commands the other, of 
which it is, at the same time, only a dependency. 

The old city, that which occupies the level and de» 
clivities ofthe left bank, is surrounded by a wall 
twenty-flve feet high, eighteen thick, and three thou* 
sand toises long, and defended by twenty-nine laxge 
towers, by an ill-constructed citadel of earth, of five 
bastions, commanding the road to Orcha, and by a 
wide ditch, serving as a covered way. Some out- 
Works and suburbs conceal the apprpaches to the Mo- 
hilef and Dnieper gâtes; they are defended by. a 
ravine, which, after having surrounded a great part 
of the city, becomes more deep and precipitous as it 
approaches the Dnieper on the side of the citadel. 



The delnded inhabttants were returniog ttom, ifceif 
iemplety in which they bad been assemUed to give 
Ood thanks for the Tlctories of their tfoopsy wheB 
they beheld them bleeding and eonquefed, flyingbefere 
the victorioiis French. The calamity was unexpected, 
and the oonsternation it prodnced proportkmall^ 
greater. 

In the mean time, the view of Smolensk had Idndled 
ihe impatient ardonrof manhal Ney. It is impofsîUe 
to lay whether his mind was, somewhat nnseasonabljr, 
adyerting to the miracles of the Pnissian war, when 
eitadels fell before the sabres of ourcavalry, orwhe* 
Hier his object at first mlght be merely to reconnoitre 
the first Rnssian fortress that he had seen ; but ha 
approBched too near it« and a bail stmck him in tha 
neck ; irritated at the circumstance, he rushed at the 
fcead of a battalion agaiiist the citadel, throagh a 
dreadfal storm of balls and bullets« which destroyed 
not less thaa two-thirdsof his soldiers: the remainder 
'Still pressed on^ and nothing but the Russian walla 
could stop them : only a yery few, howerer, retumed t 
little was said of the heroic effort which thèse men 
had made» because it justly impli^d blâme on their 
oommander, and was absolutely useless* 

The marshal, whose ardour was now somewhat 
cooledf withdrew to a sandy and woody eminence on 
the riyer'sbank. He was examining the city and 
surrounding country, when, on the other side of ihe 
Dnieper, he thought he could perceive considérable 
masses of troops in motion : he hastened to take the 
emperor to the sjpot, and conducted him through un* 
derwood, and along the hoUows, in order to protect 
him from the fire of the place. 

Napoléon having arrived at the eminence, perçeired, 
in the midst of clouds of dust, long and black colnmne 
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iiiiersperted with the glittering of innumerable anns* 
Thete masses were advancing with suoh rapidityitbfit 
they appeared to run. They were» in f^ict, Barclay- 
and Bagration at the head of a hundred and twenty 
thoosand men ; in shorti thd whole Russian anny. 

At this sight Napoléon clapped his hands, in a 
transport of joy, and exclaimed, '^At last, I hâve 
Aem !*' There could be no room for further doubt : 
tfaat anny, Iaken by surprise, washastening to throw 
itself into Smèlensk, to pass througb it, deploy under 
its walls, and offer as the so much desired battle. Tbu| 
the moment that was to décide the fate of Rossia bad 
at length arrived ! 

He immediately passed along the Une, and appro^ 
priated to each his station. Davoust, and next coi^nt 
lobau, were to deploy to the rigbt of Ney ; the guar4 
in the centre, in reserve ; and further oti, the army pf 
Italy. The place to be occupied by Junot and the 
Westphaliaas was pointed out; but a faise moyement 
had led them astray. Murât and Poniatowski Ibrmed 
the right of the army ; thèse chiefs were already me« 
naeing the oity : he made them fall back to tbe edge 
of a coppice, and leaye unoccupied, in their front* 
an extensive plain, which reached from the coj^ice to 
the Dnieper. This he offered to the enemy for a field 
of battle. The French army, in, this position, wa$ 
backed by défiles and précipices ; but Napoléon felt 
no anxiety about retreat ; he thought of nothiog but 
tictory. 

In the mean time, Bagration and Barclay were re* 
tuming to Smolensk with hasty steps, one to save it 
by a battle, the other to protect the flight of its inha* 
bitants, and the évacuation of its magazines : he was 
resolved to leave us nothing but its ashes. The two 
Bussian gênerais arrived in analmost breathless state, 
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on the emmencet on the right bank, and did not ro- 
ta^tt from their agitation till they perceiyed that they 
were ttill mastert of the brîdges which united tiie two 
eitief. 

Napoléon then annojred the enemy by a clond of 
riflemen, in order to draw him to the left bank, and 
eecure a btttle for the following day. It is asserted 
that Bagration would hâve conunitted himaelf on thia 
point, but that Barclay did not expoie him to the temp* 
tation. He despatched him towarda Elnia, and under- 
took himself the defence of the city in person* 

Aecording to Barclay, the greater part of the anny 
was marching upon Elnia, in order to place itself be» 
tween Mos cow and the RuMian army. He was de* 
ceived by the practice, lo comnum in war, of ascribing 
to the enemy intentions contrary to those which he 
apparently évinces. For ihe défensive party, being in 
its nature full of restlessness and alarm, frequently 
aggrandizes the skill and power of that which is 
offensive, and fear, co-operating with imagination, 
attributes to the enemy a thousand plans which he 
nerer entertained. It b possible, also, that Barclay, 
having his mind filled with the idea of a colossal ene- 
my, expeeted corresponding and gigantic movementa. 
The Russians themselves hâve sincère proachedNapo« 
leonwith notharing aetually executed that manceuvre: 
but they do not seem to hâve sufficiently considered, 
that by thus going and stationing himself beyond a 
river, a strong city, and an hostile army, he must, in 
tact, in order to eut off from the Russians the road to 
their capital, hâve at the same time eut off from himself 
ail communication with his reinforcementsy his other 
armies, and Europe ! Those who feel surprise, ihat^ 
without any préparation, it should not hâve been at- 
tempted and accomplished in the limited period of only 
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days, acrost a river aud an unknown oountry, with 
8uch immense masses of men, «nd also with anollur 
opération of great oomplexity going on at the^am» 
time, are little ^ualified to appreciate the difficulliea 
of such a movement. 

But, whatever opinion may be entertained.on Ibat 
point, on the eyening of the 16th BagratÎQn begwi 
his mareh towards Blnia. Napoléon <had Just had hia 
tent ereeted in the middle of his first lÛne, ahaoet 
within reach of the cannon of Smoleaak, .and on tba 
edge of the ravine which encivcles the.city. Hebeat 
for Murât and Davoust : the former had just beem 
observing among the Russians movementa which.indi* 
cated a retreat. 'Every day sinoe quitting the Nienaii 
he had been in the habit of seeing them thu8.aacape. 
He had no reliance, therefere^ on a battle .on the 
next day. Davoust was of the contrary opinion ; as 
for the emperor,'he did not hesitateto believe wkat.ha 
80 ardently desired. 



CHAPTER IV 

Ok the 17th, Napoléon awoke at the break of. day, 
in the eager hope of seeing the Russian army.jdKawn 
up in front of him ; but the fieldof battle. ^whieh he 
hadprepared for it remained unoccupied. He <stiU, 
however, persevered in the illusion, and fl^avoust 
■hared the illusion with him, whieh ix^ed in that 
quarter originated or at least gaihed streagth. ^Dalton» 
one of that marshars gênerais, had seen semé of the 
enemy's battalions quit the city, and draw. up in order 
of battle. The emperor laid hold of this as a poivb 
on which to resthis hope, which Ney, who coiooidsd 
with Murât,* combated in vain. 
Vol. I. a 
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Bat while ha wm ttill bqping and expecting, Bel* 
Uardf aimoyvd hy thit suspense and contrariety of 
opinkmf ordered a few cavalry to follow him, and 
afterdriring into the Dnieper a bandof Cosaacks, 
aboyé the city he perceiyed, on the opposite bank the 
load from Smolensk to Moscow covered with artilleiy 
and troops on their march. There could be no longer 
adonbt, The Russians were in fiill retreat. The 
emperor was infonned that he must renoance ail hope 
of a battlef but that, from one bank to the other, hie 
cannon might greatly harass the rétrograde march of 
the enemy. 

Belliard eren proposed that a part of the amoy 
shonld pass the rirer in order to eut off the retreat of 
the Russian rear-guard who were charged with the 
defenoe of Smolensk. But the horsemen sent to die* 
oorer a ford traTelled two leagues without finding any, 
and drowned a number of horses in their attempte. 
There ezisted, howerer, a wide and couvenient paae* 
âge abottt one Icague above the city. In the agita* 
tion of his mind, Napoléon pushed hb horse forward 
on that side, and, after riding sereral wersts in that 
direetiont became fatigued and tumed back. 

He ihen seemed to consider Smolensk only an a 
passage, which ought to be forcibly .taken possession 
of at that rery instant* But Murât, who posaessed 
considérable prudence when not thrown off his guaxd 
hy the présence of the enemy, and who likewise conld 
hare no employment for his caratry in an assaiilt, qp* 
posed that résolution. 

So violent an effort appeared to him nseless, as the 
Russians were voluntarily retreating : with respect to 
the idea of getting up with them, he was heard to 
êBjf ^ that as they were determined not to fight, thef 
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had been punued far enough ; and that it wattimê to 
•top/' 

The emperor made some reply : but the remainâtr 
of the conversation could not be collected. However, 
as the Içing was aftervvards heard to remark *' that he 
had been down upon hia knees to hia brother conjuriog 
himto stop» but that Napoléon could see nothing but 
Moscow, and imagined that honour» glory» peace^ 
eyery thing good for him could be only therey" adding 
** that Moscow would be our destruction ;" it vras yery 
olear what had been the subject of their disagreement. 

It is an undoubted fact that, on leavinghis brother- 
in«law» Murat's features bore the impression of deep 
vexation : his movements were rapid and rostless, and 
he seemed to labour under a concentration of ominoua 
forebodings : he uttered frequently the name of Mos- 
cow. 

Not far from this spot, on the left bank of the 
Dnieper, at the place where Belliard had first asoer- 
tained the retreat of the énemy, a formidable battery 
had been erected, to which the Russians had opposed 
two batteries more formidable still. Every moment 
our cannon were dismounted, and our caissons blown 
up. Into the very midst of this volcano the king urged 
his horse ; there he halted, dismounted and remàined 
immoyeable. Belliard suggested to him that he would 
thus sacrificfe himself uselessly and ingloriously ; the 
king made no reply but by advancing still farther. No 
one in his train then doubted his object ; he had de- 
epaired of the resuit of the war, he foresaw only a 
futurity of diSasters, and he sought death in order to 
avoid them. Belliard, however, persisted, and ob- 
served that his temerity would t>e the destruction of 
those who surrounded him. ** Well then,'' said Murât, 
^' do you ail go back, and leave me hère alone." But} 

us 



tfU thof ail refiiiedi The kfng, tli6ii« tâminjp abant, 
:ïi great agitation, tore bimself from the scené of 
camafet lik» a dian yielding only to coitt|«lfioli and 
tiolenoa. 

Tha gênerai âMaull had jciat beeii crâetti. îfëf 
Ikid to ateack the eieadel ; Daroust and hoM'ùf thé 
mhafbé %Hiiéh oorér Ihe walls of the aitf. Fàiâë* 
towf ki, whô' #ai alfeady on the hmkt of- tlie IMeper 
irith eixty ^cêr» of oannon, was to i'e<^éae0irtl'lflia& 
fiT«r tm ÎATBïïÛke «uborh "viiiicli adjoiaa itv déHMf 
the enenqr'i bridges, and eut off the rei»éê1i of thé^ 
garriion. Napoléon ordtored thai! at the eao»' tiàie 
the artiileiy of the gtiard shonklbatter tlia gi^eat iMÏ- 
iMk itt tweli^'^pounderv, nrhioh i^g^ainst to' tiiiete m 
«wiv woald hâve been of eoiirse «oially iiieflSBetha;* 
TPhé tat^ïgrf di»obefeâ,' âne contlAned i«r ire <m' Hknf 
corered way, which it completely swept 

Every thîég fully énoeeedied at once.- etcept t1i»at- 
taekof Ney, theonly dne-ivhich wotekd]tarobaUf h«v^ 
been déciéive, hatwhichnnfbrtdnately waanegtléetod*»' 
The enemjr Waa yigorouriydriyelrbaek withis tbe wallt. 
AU who had not thne to giai» entraaee nlb the place* 
pmihed ; butin momtting to the aÉsanlty ovr attack*» 
ÉÈg eolumns left a long and wide traîil of Blood. 
urounded, and killed behind them. 

One battalion wbm obserred, wbieh, in couse- 
qoBaee of presenting itself in flank befcée the Ronfaui 
batteries, lost an entire rovir of oiie of its companii» 
by a single bail. Twenty«two tten feli at fio saaer 
flioment. 

In the mean ttma the amiy, on an amphithéâtre of 
hills, snryeyed in silent anxiety the struggfes of its 
brave comrades in ankis ; but when they perceiTed 
theui darii throogh a stofm of halls aod grape^shot, 
antf persévère with flrnmess^ and i» trùly admirable 
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order, they ail clapped their hands in a burst of %n» 
thusiasm. The soand of this welcome and gloriooa 
applause reached our columns of attack, and fully 
recompensed those intrepid warriors for their self* 
dévotion ; and although in a single brigade, that of 
Daiton, and in the artillery of Reindre, five chiefs of 
battalion, five hundred men, and the gênerai himself 
had fallen, the surviyprs declared that the enthusiastio 
homage which had been paid to their exertions was a 
satisfactory reward for ail they had endured. 

Having reached just as far as the walls of the plac« 
the assailants protected themselves from its fire by 
means of the ont works and buildings which had just 
been carried. The discharge of musketry oontinued, 
and its sharp sounds reverberating from the city walls, 
seemed to become every moment more animated and 
seyere. The emperor was annoyed by it, and was 
desirous of withdrawing his troops. Thus the fault 
which Ney had committed the evening before, in the 
case of a single battalion, had been just repeated by 
the whole army. In the first instance the loss amounted 
to between three and four hundred men, in the se- 
cond to between fiye and six tliousand. Davoust, 
however, pérsuaded the emperor to persévère in the 
attack. 

Night now came on; Napoléon withdrew to his 
tent, which had been stationed with more circumspec- 
tion than on the evening before ; and Count Lobau, 
after having obtained possession of the fossé, which 
however he was unable to retain, ordered some shelU 
to be thrown into the city to dislodge the eneniy from 
it. Almost immediately were seen rising thick and 
black columns of smoke, exhibiting occasionally gleams 
of light, and then sparks and burning fiakes ; at length, 
pyramids of flame aacended from every part* It ap« 

ad 
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poareA m If th«r0 wat an aMetnblage of diatiaict iras» 
8tK«f how^a^ar, tliaf bacama uiihad, fonnifig ooa raat 
eôoflagration, which rof a in wbir ling anddestractive 
grande or, covered naarty tha whole of Smolanaky and 
oonanmad it amidat otninout and awfàl craahaa. 

Thia draadful disaater, wbieh count Lobau very sa* 
tarally imputed io himaalf, thraw bim into momentary 
oonatamation. The emparer, aeated in front of bis 
tant, Tiewed tbe terrifie spectacle in silence. Neitber 
tbe cause, nor the resuit, could be yet discovared ; and 
tbe night was passed nnder arms. 

About three in the morning, a subaltem officer be* 
longing to Daroost, yentured to go to tbe foot of tbe 
wail, and sealed it, witboat giving the least alarm* 
Emboldenedby the silence which reigned aronnd bim, 
be made bis way into the city ; tbere'saddenly be beard 
a namber of voices, speaking with tbe SclaTonian ac« 
cent, and tbe Frenchman, surprised and surrounded, 
concluded that be must be inevitably killad or takan 
prisonar. Bat at tbe same moment tbe first raya of 
the sttn discovered to bim, in those wbom be first ima* 
gined to be enemies, the Pôles of Poniatowski. They 
bad been tbe first to penetrate into tbe city^ which 
Barclay bad jast abandoned. 

Smolensk having been reconnoitred, and its gatea 
eleared and laid open, the army entered within ita 
walls. It passed oyer tbe smoking and bloody mina 
in martial order, and with ail the pomp of military 
music anddisplayedbanners ; triumpbant over deaerted 
mins, and tbe solitary witness of its own gk>ry 1 A 
spectacle withont spectators, a victory searcely better 
tban fruitless, a glory staeped in blood, and of which 
tbe smoke by which we were sorronnded and wbidi 
seemed indeed to be our only conquestf waa tibe beat 
and most characteristic emblem. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Wabn the empèror underttood that Smolensk was in 
the full occ«i|)ailiott ûf his troopt, and ils fires nearly 
extinguished, and the light of day and the severai 
retim» of the state of hn army bad giren him a 
clecfr vieiT^ of surronnding circamstances ; when, in 
9hort, he at last saw, that hère, as at the Niémen, as 
at Wilna, and as at Witepsk, that phantom of yictoiy 
which decoyed him onward, and which he ever be* 
tieved himself on the point of grasping, had agaia 
eludéd hid hopes and efforts, he proceeded slowly to- 
^vards his barren conqnest. 

Acéording to his usual practice, he first examined 
the field of battle, in order correctly to estimate the 
Intrepidity of the atttck, the merit of the resistancet 
and the respective losses. 

He found it strewed with a great number of Rasslan 
dead, and but few on our side. The greater part, par- 
tiôularly of the French, had been stripped naked. The 
latter were dtstinguished by the whiteness of their 
ikin, and by their less bony and muscular figures than 
those of the Russians. Hère was a sad review of the 
dead and dying ; and a dreadful account to be made 
ttp anddelivered! The emperor's contracted browa&d 
évident agitation gave some idea of his sufferings. 
But in him policy was a second nature, which always 
eilenced the suggestions of the first 

The enumeration of the dead, on the day following 
the battle, was, however, it must also be observed, in 
this instance, as iu many others, as deceptive as it was 
disgusting ; for the greater part of our killed had been 
removed in the course of the night, and those of the 
enemy ail left, thus indicating a highly favorable conr 
trast. This removal was effected, in order to prevent 



1 
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detponding impressiont on the minds oî our soldiers, 
and also from the natnral préférence shown by everjr 
army, in lacoottring the wounded and performing the 
latt dutiet to the dead, to its own troops before thote 
of the enemy. 

The emperor, notwithstanding, publicly announeed 
that hif losses on the preceding day were greatly 1n« 
ferior to those of the Muscorites ; that the conqoest of 
Smolensk made him nuuiter of the Russian salt-|nt8t 
and that his minister of finance might expect the pay* 
ment of twenty-four millions of francs ijito the trea* 
sury, in addition to his estimate for the current year* 
It is neither true nor probable that he really enter* 
tained such illusions himself* However« the powjer 
of imposing upon others* of which he well knew how 
to make the most valuable use, he was thought, in thit 
instance, to employ to his disadvantage. 

In continuation of this inspection, he arriyed atone 
of 'the gâtes of the citadel, near the Boristhenes, in 
front of the suburb on the rigbt bank, which was stiU 
occupied by the Russians. There, surrounded by Mar-* 
shals Ney, Davoust, and Mortier, the grand-marshal 
Duroc, Count Lobau, and one of his other gênerais, he 
sat down on some matting in front of a cottage, lésa 
with a vîew to watch the motions of the enemy than 
from the necessity he experienced of relieving the 
pressure he felt on his mind, and seeking, in the at« 
tentions or the attachment of his gênerais, some 'sup« 
port against facts and against himself, 

He spoke at considérable length, with animation, 
and without any interruption. ** What a disgrâce was 
it to Barclay to bave delivered up the keys of Old 
Russia without a battle ! and y et what a noble field 
for that battle he bad himself offered him ! with what 
advantages it had abounded ! a strong city to support 
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And to eo-operate with his efforts ! that same city to 
Mceive and protect the ruina of his army, in case of a 
di^feat ! 

'* And wHat would he hâve had oppoeed to him in 
that battle? an army numerous,. it was true, but 
oramped by too narrow a field of action, and with no 
possible retreat but among précipices. It had been as it 
treré delivered up into his hands. Barclay had wanted 
aiothiâg but resolution. It was now ail orer with Rus- 
sia. Her army, instead of defending her cities, only 
assisted in destroying them. For, in fact, whatground 
more farourable could Barclay erer fmd ? what posi- 
tion could that man make op his mind to contest 
Who had i^bandoned that of Smolenslt, Smolensk the 
lîoly, Smolensk the strong, the key of Mbscow, th» 
hulwark of Rubifiai the predicted graVe of Frenehmen ! 
The eféct would be soonsèen ôf tA)&V loss upon the' 
Russiata people. The lithuanian soldi^rs, and even' 
tlhese Airnished by Stmolensk herself, would* be sooxi 
seen to désert their ranks in indignation at the aban- 
donment oftheir /capital without a confliet." 

Napoléon added **thathe had undoubted information 
of the enfeebled state of the Russian divisions ; that 
mSk» greater proportion of them were already dread* 
iuUy eut down ; that they were hastening to destruc- 
tion in détail'; that Alexander would soon hâve no 
army left. The mobs of peasantry armed with pikes 
which had been just seen in the train of their batta-^ 
lions clearly manifested the difficulties to wMch thelr* 
gênerais were reduced.'* 

While the émperor was thœ engaged in discourse 
the buUets of the Russian riflemen were whistling 
lound his head; but he waewhoUy absorbed by hiS' 
subject. He poured out the siûst aevere and Ûtter 
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tftrcasmt on tHe hof tile gênerai and anny, at if^ noi 
haying been able to e%terminate tbem by armsy be 
could do it by invective* No one made any reply ; it 
was évident thai bis object was not advice ; it waf 
clear tbat notbing could be tuggested to bim wbichbe 
bad not bimself fully thougbt of ; tbat be was^in fact» 
carrying on a debate in bit own mind, and tbat by tba 
torrent of conjectures in wbicb be indulged be was in 
reality endeavouring to impose upon bis understanding, 
and striving to involve in illusions botb otbers and bim- 
self. Besidest be did not allow any time for interrop* 
tjon. Witb respect to tbe weakness and disorganiza* 
tion of tbe enemy's army, no one individual gave any 
crédit to it. But wbat reply could be made ? be cited 
positive communications* Tbey w^re tbose wbicb bad 
been transmitted to bim by Lauriston ; but tbey bad 
been altered» under tbe idea of rendering tbem more 
correct ; for tbe retums of tbe Russian force made by 
Lauristohy wbo was tbe Frencb ministerin Russia^had 
been quite accurate ; but, in conformity to otber in* 
formation, less certain but more gratifying, tbey bad 
been reduced one tbird. 

After discoursing for about an bour, tbe emperor^ 
glancing bis eye at tbe beigbts on tbe rigbt bank 
wbicb were nearly evacuated by tbe enemy, concluded 
witb ezclaiming, ^* tbat tbe Russians were women, 
and tbat tbey acknowledged tbemselves conquered." 
He was eager to persuade bimself tbat tbese people» 
by coming into contact witb Europe, bad lost a por* 
tion of their wild and savage valour. But tbeir former 
wars bad taught tbem valuable lessons, and tbey were« 
in fact, just in tbat stage at wbicb nations still retaia 
alltbeir primitive virtues, and bave already made some 
progress in acquired ones. 
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He, «ifc lengthy remonnted hit horie. It wai theii 
that tLe grand*inarshal remarked to one of the partf « 
*' that if Barclay had been so very wrong in reÂinog 
battle, the emperor would not hayu taken »uch pains to 
convince us of it.'' At the distance of a few paces firom 
this spot, an officer, who had been recently sent to the 
prince of Schwartzenberg, presented himself to the 
emperor's notice ; he reported that Tormasof and his 
arniy had advanced towards the north, between Minsk 
and Warsaw, and that they had marched upon our lino 
of opération. A Saxon brigade taken prisoners at 
Kobrynn, the inyasion of the grand-duchy, and the 
constfsrnation of Warsaw, had been the first résulta of 
that aggression; but Régnier had summoned Schwart* 
zenberg to his assistance. Tormasof had then fallen 
back as far as Gorodeczna, where he had stationed 
himself on the 12th of August, }>etween two défiles in 
a plain surrounded by woods and marshes, but accès» 
slble in the rear of his left flank. 

Régnier was singularly judicious in the choioe and 
management of ground, and admirable in ail the pré- 
parations for battle ; but when the field vras animated 
by combatants, and covered >vith men and horses, he 
became lost and bewildered by the rapidity of the 
movements ; accordingly, that gênerai saw at a glanœ 
the weak side of the Russians, and to that immediately 
applied himself; but instead of penetrating it by im 
petuous masses, he contented himself with making 
partial and distinct attacks. 

Tormasof, aware of his situation, thus had time to 
oppose first, régiments against régiments, then bri. 
gades to brigades, and at last divisions to divisions. 
In conséquence of the contest being thus protracted, 
he obtained the advantage of night, and withdrew 



no HMTOmT or VÂfOSMOV^ê 

Uf.snnj from ibe éeld of hitttov on whtdi one ra^d 
mkL Mmultaaeoiif effort. muit. bave frmeà bk abtolute 
4ettnictioii. He lot t, bowever, tome catUMm, * grcat 
deal of baggage^ and ibisr ibooMod men* and reir«ated 
bdiind tbe Stjrr, wh^re Tcbitcbakoff who was baaten^ 
ing to bb aid witb tbe army of tbe Danube, jcnaed 



Tbb engagement, althougb far fromdecUiye, sayed 
the grand*diicby; it redueed tbe Ruaeiaiis in tbat 
qnarter to tbe défensive ; and gaye tbe empnor tfane 
for gaining a battle. 

During tbis récital, tbe tenacioni difpoettionof Na^ 
poleon was less stmck bjr tbete advantages in ibem« 
•eUes considered, tban by tbe encouragement they lent 
to tbe ilbuion in wbicb be bad just been endearouring 
to involve us ; and, always adbering to bis firat idea, 
and witbotttputting any questionato tbe aide-de^camp, 
betumed round to bis bearers, and sûid, as if in con^ 
tinuation of bis previous discoume, *' Yon see there , 
Ute wrétcbes ; tbey even suffer thernselves to be beaten 
by Austria/' Tben looking round hkn, witb an ad* 
▼ertent and burried eye, '^ I bope,'' be added, ^' none 
but^Frencbmen bear me/' He tben inqp^ired, wbe* 
tber be migbt dépend upon tbe ^elity of tbe prince of 
Scbwartzenberg; tbe ajde«de-camp pledgedbimself for 
tt : . and be wtm not mistaken ; altbougb tbe étant ap» 
peared to prove tbe contrary* 

Tbe.wbole discourse wbicb tbe eroperor bad tbua 
deliyered proved notbing more tban bis owa beary^ 
disappointment, and tbat bis mînd was again labour- 
ing under a state of fluctuation : for witb bim success 
was not apt to be communicatire, nor décision taika^ 
tire* He at last entered Smolensk : as be was passin^ 
tbrougb tbe gateway in its immensely tbick waUt 
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Cottnt Loban observed, ** Hera are capital head-quar^. 
tera for cantonments !" But he notioed the luggei - 
tion only by a giance of reproof. 

His looks, however, aoon changad to a . diffareni 
expression whenhecould fis them only on the ruina 
amidst which our wounded soidiert were dragging 
themselres along, and the heape of smoking aehes, in 
which lay human skeletons dried and blackened hy th# 
fiâmes. This accumulated and hideons destruction 
struck him with horror ! What a bitter fruit of our 
tictory ! That city in which our soldiers were toJiave 
found shelter, provisions, the most Taluable plunder» 
the promised indemnity and boasted rémunération fat 
àll their misfortunes, was nothing but an absolute ruîn 
on which they must biyottac ! Undoubled^ hie ascen* 
dancy over his troops waS g reat; bot ooojidjt pass th4 
bounds of nature ? what must be their opl^ns apd 
feelings on the occasion ? y 

Hère it is our duty to observe, that the miaertea 
of the army found a faithful interpréter. Ile was 
apprized that his soldiers asked eachother, ^ for what 
object they had been conducted to a distance of eight 
hundred leagues to obtain nothiqg bot nuddy water, 
famine, and bivouacs upon ashes. For Iheae were the 
substance and summary of ail their oonipieata : they 
had nothing but what they brought with thew. If it 
bad been necessary to drag every thing they wanted 
with them, to convey France, in fact, tnta Russia, 
where was the object of their leaving France at ail V 

Some even of the gênerais began to get weary and 
exhausted; others were laid up by sickaesa; others 
complainingly asked, " Of what uâe was it for him 
to hâve so enriched them, if they were neve^ to enjo^ 
their wealth ? to hâve engaged them happily in mar- 
riage, if ha made them widowers hf 4 perpétuai ab« 

Vol. L s 
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ienee ; U> hareconferred xm ^^m palaces, if )i^ eom^ 
peUed tliem incewantly to sleep abrâiâ, upop tbe bf^e 
ground, in the midst oCfrostaDdfnoirs ? for^ery anop 
oèeding yasr thehardsbipt of war were aggraya^d;iifw 
conquetts obliging them to go to a greater distance 
in ord^ to ûnà ont new enemies, Europe, in a tfaort 
time, would he insuffieient, iwd Asi4 would b^ 
wanted/' 

Aniong our iillies particularly, tbere were ptaaj 
wbo ventured to tbink tbat lef s would be lo9t by à^m 
feat than hy nctory ; a reverte inight posubly âÎB^ 
guMt tbe emperor witb tbe war ; or, at least, would 
plaça it more within our reach. 

Tbe gênerais wbo were most |n Napoleon's intî- 
macy >rere astonisbed at bis confidence. ** He mîgbt 
beiUmost said) already, to baye lef t Europe bebind 
bim ; and if «be Ibould rfs^ in insurrectioo against bim, 
bis only subjects would be bis soldiers, bis only empire 
' hisxamp ; and tbe tbird part of tbat consisted of fo- 
preigners, wbo would^ in tbe case suppo^ed, of course 
become isnemies/' Sucb liras tbe language beld bjr 
Murât and Bertbier, Napoléon, irritated at perceiy 
ing in bis two principal lieutenants, and ^t tbe moment 
of action, tbesame apprebension^tbatbe was struggling 
against in bisown breast,gfiye way before them to ail tbe 
fitf ul crossness of teraper, and absplutely orerwbelmed 
tbeni i?itb bis chagrin and reproacbes ; . a circum^ 
stance frequently occurring în tbe bousebolds of 
princes^ tbos^ on wbose attacbment they can mott 
4epen4 being tbe rery persons wbom they are least 
solicitons to pleas^ ; ai^ inconvenience of farouritism 
Otttweighing its advantages. . 

Aiter bis peevisbness bad fiowed oflf in a torrent of 
words, be recalle4 them: but on tbis occasion tbey 
kept aloof in julien displeasure. Tbe emperor, bow* 
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«Ter, repiiired hÎQ sftlliei of ilMumoar by kind «nd 
caretsing attentions, calling Berthier ** Us wi£i," and 
hU fîts ôf passion ^^ family qùarrels." 
. Murât and Ney left him fuU of ominout présent!- 
ments <>f the results of that war, which at thê flrst 
aight of the Russian; they had yigorously ièooni« 
mended and pursued. For in thèse mén, madé iip 
.as they were of action, instinct, and feelingt no^ 
thing was regular and consistent, every thing waa 
unexpected ; they were driven by opportunity and 
oircumstances ; and, fnll of impetuosity and versatiHty, 
they changed their objects, means, and arrangemehta, 
at every step of their progress, as the landsoape skifla 
before the eye of the traveller. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Àbout this time Rapp and Lauriston presented them*' 
selves before the emperor, the latter of them froia 
Petersburgh. Napoléon did not ask a single question 
of that offioer, who had just arrived frora the capital 
of his eoemy* Perfectly well acquainted with the 
frankness and sincerity of his oid aide-de-campi and 
his opinion on the subject of the war, he was appre» 
hensive of receîving intelligence far from satisfacidry. 
But Rapp, who had been following in our own foot- 
eteps, was unable to remain silent. '* The army had 
not advanced more than a hundred leagues beyond the 
Niémen, and yet already every thing in it was changed* 
The officers who posted from the interior o£ France 
io get up with it arrived in consternation. They had 
no conception that a successfîil march, a march which 
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ImmI beeii MtaMlad bf no fightingt eooU leafv nor» 
ntins ia ili tnek tk«n s defeat. 

** Thef had CftlleB in with wiiaterer parties had been 
waaxMng to j<nn the large masses of forée, and what* 
0rer had beett detached from fthem ; with ail, in shorli 
that had not been nnder excitation from the présence 
of the chieft, from example, or from the war. The 
eoantenances of each gronp, aceording to the distanee 
al which thejr fimnd themselyes from their nadre êoSlf 
iaspired hope, eaxietf, or pitf . 

*^ In Oermanj, as far as the Oder, where innnmer»' 
able oh)ects yrere perpetually recalling Franee to the 
memorjr of thèse youi^ soldiers, they faneied that thef 
had scarcely, in fact, qnitted it, and were ohsenred to 
he fîill of ardour and joy ; but, after passing the Oder» 
in Poland, where the soil, prodnce, and inhabitanta, 
costume, manners, and eren the form and fnmitore of 
habitations wear a strange and foreJgn aspect ; where 
nothing, in short, brought back to the mental eje that 
land which they so deeply regretted, they bi^an to 
be astonished at the extent of groand whidi they had 
trareried, and their eoantenances bore the impression 
èf fiitigne and melancholy. 

^* By what an enormous distance, then, were they 
obiiged to become separated from France, ssnce they 
Kad reaehed nnknown oountries where erery thing 
exhibited to them an aspect of melancholy novelty ! 
After trarersing so immense an extent of coontry, 
to ând that they had a rast deal more to traverse! 
Eren the idea of retum itself carried some dîscoorage* 
ment about it ; and yet to march on was the order, 
incessantly and for «rer to march on ! They corn* 
plained that from the time of their leaving Franco 
their fktigues had been increasing, and the means of 
sttpporting them diminishing/' 
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In reality, first the wîne failed^then th6 béer, aod 
Qven brandy ; and at last they were reduced to wàter, 
whichy in its tum, sometimes failed also. It was the 
flame wiih foqd, and ail the various necessaries of life ; 
and in the course of this graduai deprivation, déjection 
of mind kept pace witb increasing weakness of body. 
Agitated by yague and dismal appréhensions, they 
passed through the mournful uniformity of the vast and 
silent forests of black pines. They dragged themselvei 
along by the side of those lofty trees, bare and leafless 
to the very summit, and in the midst of such immen* 
BÎty felt a painful and perhaps superstitious sensé of 
their own littleness and weakness. Then, they would 
tometimes form ominous and extravagant ideas of the 
geography of countries thus unknown to them, and 
under some impression of secret horror hesitate to 
advance farther into such profound solitudes. 

From thèse physical and moral pains, thèse priva- 
tions, thèse continuai bivouacs, equally dangerous near 
the pôle as under the equator, and from the infected 
atate of the atmosphère, occasioned by the nume- 
Tous putrid carcases of men and horses which lay un- 
buried on the road, arose the two dreadful épidémies 
dysentery and typhus. The Germans were the first tQ 
jiink under them. They hâve less nerve, and are less 
aober than the French ; and they were less iuterested in 
the object of the expédition, which appeared foreign to 
4heir feelings.' Of twenty-two thousand Bavarians 
'^hich had passed the Oder, only eleven thousand had 
reached the Duna, and yet up to that time they had 
liot been in action. This military march cost the Frencn 
a qUarter, and the allies a half, of their army. 

Every moming the régiments left their bivouac in 

regular order ; but after the few first paces their ranks 

* were unlocked and lengthened into loose and broken 

s 8 



fM m»vonr m vapolsoiiV 

ttef ; tha weakétt* not beîng able fo kaep iip« ww» 
•oon paited bjr their lèis enfeebled oomnide», wliom 
witb their eaglM thejr anxiomly watcfaed as thef di* 
miniihed in tbe diatance, and, after a f ain ttmggle 
to get np witb them, saw at laat eompletely yanifb 
ftom their riew* Tbey dien yielded to deepondsncy* 
The roadsy tbe edges of the woods, were lined wiût 
tfiese unhappy yicthns ; tome were obserred teariog 
off the ears of corn to devour tbe grain ; Itiej iheo 
attempted, and frequently witbout sucoesi, loreadi 
the nearest bospital or yillage. Numben of them 
perithed. 

But tbe sick soldiers were not tbe onlf onea wlio 
qnitted tbe army : many actuated by disgnat fer thé 
service on the one band, and by the love of indepen* 
dence and plunder on tbe otber, rolantarily deeÂrteé 
their colours ; and thèse were by no means the least 
effective and intrepid : tbey soon became numeronst 
as tbe sedactire power of eril is increased in propor» 
tion as exaniples of it nmltiply. Tbey organized them* 
ielves into bands, and took up their stations in Hio 
chateaus and villages near tbe grand military route» 
There tbey lived in abnndance: tbere were anmig 
them fewer French tban Oermans ; but it was remaiked 
that the cbief of each of thèse Utile independent coipa^ 
consisting of individuals of varions nations^ waa 
always fonnd to be a Frenchman. 

Rapp had seen ail thèse disorders : be bad now ar» 
rived at tbe impérial qaarters, and bis soldierly blun^ 
ness was not sparing of thèse detaib to tbe empefor ; 
bat Napoléon satisfied bimself witb observing, ^ I wiU 
strike a great blow, and tben ail wiil rally i^in«'* 

Witb Sébastian!, be entered somewbat farther into 
the sabject. That gênerai availed bimself ofNapoleoafs 
own words ,* for tbe emperor had declared to bim «t 
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Wilna, '* thaï be wonld not go beyond the Duna, ùd 
that to deeide on proceediag farthar thaï year immU 
be to incûr inévitable destructiom" 

Sebattiani, Uke others, dwelt strongly on the 8lat« 
of the army. *^ It ie frightful,*' replied the empeiori 
I am fully aware. On qoitting Wilna* one-half had 
become stragglers ; now two-thtrdt are ao : u» tûne 
therefore mast be lost : I must eztort peace from Ihe 
cnemy ; and that can be done only at Moecow. Be« 
aides, it is now impossible for the army to stop: oom* 
posed of such materials, and disorganized to auoh an 
estent, it is motion alone that keeps it together: itia 
an army of attack, and not of defence, an army of 
Opieratien, not one of position." 

He expressed himself in this manner only to thoee 
in hÏÈ confidence. To the gênerais who commaaded 
divisions he held a différent langaage. To the former 
he disclosed the motives which nrged him forwmrd; 
from the others he cautiously concealed them, and ap» 
peared to agrée with them on the necessity of halting; 
This policy explains the contradictions observable in 
Mslanguage. 

In fact on that very day, In ihe streets of Smo* 
lensk, in the midstof Davoust and his gênerais, wfaose 
corps had suffered most in the assault of the day 
before, he observed ** that he waa indebted to them for 
an important success in the capture of Smolensk, and 
that he considered that city as furnishing good head* 
quarters for cantonments/' 

" Hère," said he, " you perceive my line well 
covered : hère we stop ! behind this rampart I caii 
ralïy my troops, give them rest, receive reinforce* 
ments, and obtain provisions from Dantzic. The whole 
of Foland is conquered and defended : this resalt is 
safficient; it is, in the course of twomonths, reaping 



wiuit mighi be considered the fait fruit' of two yeart ' 
of war. That, therefbret is enough. From thii 
point, in the spring, we sball haye to réorganise Li- 
thuaniat and re«create an invincible army ; and thes^ 
if peace do not corne to look for us in our winter 
quarterf , we will go and conquer her at Mioscow/' 

Then, apparently in confidence, he infiormed tbe 
ttàrshal that in ordering bim to adyance beyond Smo* 
lensk, bis object was merely to remore the Russiaas 
to a- conyenient distance from it, but that he strictly, 
enjoined bim not to engage in any action of consé- 
quence. Yet at tbe same time he confided his ad* 
yaneed-guard to Murât and Ney, who were distin- 
guished for their temerity ; and, without commnmcat^ 
ikg the fnct to Dayoust, had just placed that metho- 
dical and cautious commander nnder the orders of tbe 
impetuous king of Naples. Thus did his mind appear 
to fluctuate between two momentous décisions, and 
tbe inconsistency of his language find its way into his 
conduct. However, in this mental conflict, the ascen- 
dancy of his spirit of enterprise oyer his caution was 
decidedly observed, as well as the manner in wbich be 
arrauged every thing, in order to create circumstances 
by which he should necessarily become committed. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Iir the œean time the Russlans were still defending 
the suburb on the right bank of the Dnieper. On our 
side, the day of the 18th of Âugust and the ensuîng 
nigbt were employed in re-constructing the bridges. 
On tbe Itfth, before day, Ney crossed the river by tbe 
Ught of the burning soburb. At first, he saw no other 
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enêiny than the flames ; and he bf gan to nftonAt tki 
9teep aodlTlty on which it i8 erected. Hia troopa id> 
yanced yery alawly» with great précaution, thtougk 
innumerabie windings, in order to avoid being scorehed 
by th« fire. The Ruanians had judiciouslj conducted 
it ; it presented itself on every lide, and obs^ottd 
the principal avenues, 

Ney and hie front men proceeded in silence throogh 
the fiery labyrinth, with watchful eye and attentive ear, 
not knowing as yet whether from the top of the acoU* 
vity the Russians might not be waiting to rush down 
upon them suddenly, and precipitate them intothe 
flames and the river. But when they saw on the crest 
of the ravine, where the roads divéïge to Petersbnrgli 
and Moscow, only a band of Gossacks» who almost 
instantly disappeared by those différent roads, diey 
began to breathe freely, and were relieved from thf 
pressure of extrême appréhension* There being no 
prisoners, inhabitants, or spies, it was necessary, as 
at Witepsk, to oonsult for information the appearance 
of the ground* But one of the two directions exhi» 
bitcd as many traces of the enemy as the other, and 
the marshal, remaining in a state of doubt, halted 
till noon between them both. 

During this tîne the passage of the Boristhenes 
vras effeoted at several points ; the roads to the two 
càpitab of the enemy were reoonnoitred tothe extent 
of a ieague, and the Russian infanlàry were discoverêi 
on that to Moscow. Ney would hâve soon got up with 
them ; but as that road closely foilowed the course of 
the Dnieper, he was obliged to cross the streams run^ 
ning into it* Eaeh of thèse had excavated for itself 
a channel which formed the bottom of a valley, the 
of^osite side aflbrding a station on which the enemy 
«stablished hfanself, and whence it was necessary tb 
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4iiilddg6 him. The fint, which wm that oî ihe Statmâ; 
did not detain liim long ; but the bill of Valontii», at 
tha foot of which flows the Kolowdnia, became the 
f abject of a most serere content. 

The cause of the résistance experienced on this spot 
bai been attriboted to an ancient tradition oonnected 
with the national glory, which represented it as ground 
eonsecrated by rictory. But this superstition, which 
is still sttited to the understanding of theRossian 
soldier, is already far beneath the morè enlightened 
patriotism of bis gênerais* It was merely throngh 
aecessity that they engaged in this contest. We hare 
feen that the Moscow road,on leaving Smolensk, rmom 
{mrallel with the Dnieper, and that the French artil» 
lery, placed on theother bank, crossed it with its fire* 
Barclay did not venture to risk bis artillery, bis bag« 
gage, and bis travelling hospitals, along this road, 
lUthough by night, as the rolling of the carnages 
would bave proclaimed bis reltreat. 
• The Petersburgh road left the river somewhat 
abrupt ly . Two marshy roads tumed off f rom it to the 
Hght, one about two leagues fi-ornSmolensk, and the 
other about four ; they conducted through woods, and 
after a long circuit, led again into the great Moscow 
roadf one of them at Bredichino two leagues beyond 
Valoutina, the other fScurther on at Slobpneira. 
.' To thèse défiles Barclay did not hesitate to commit 
himself, with ail bis immense train of horses and car* 
riages. This long and heavy column had, therefore, 
to pass through two great arcs of a circle, of which 
the high road from Smolensk to Moscow, which Ney 
.eoon attacked, was the chord* As always happena 
in such cîrcumstances, either an overtumed carriage, 
a stranded wheel, a single horse inextrîcably plunged 
in the mirci or even abroken trace* was every instant 
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occùrring to hait the whole column. In th« meta 
lime» the sound of the French «annon was heard 

.more and more distinctly ; they appeared to hâve al- 
ready'passed the Russian column, and almont to hâve 
reached and closed up the past which that^olumn 
was Btruggling to ohtain. 
At length, after a most harassing march, the head 

,of the enemy's convoy arrived within sight of the high 
road just at the instant when the French, in order 

.completely to hlock up their entrance into it, had 

jtnerely to force the height of Stubna and the passage 

..of the Kolowdnia. Ney had just successfuUy stormed 
the.heijght ; but Korf, repulsed on Valoutina, had 
summoned to his assistance the column which preceded 
him» It is stated that that «olumn, being in a state of 
disorderand ill-commanded, besitated» but that count 
Woronzow, comprehending the full importance of the 
position, prevailed pn its commander to go back. 

The Russians defended theihselves, in order tp de« 
fend every thing ; their artillery, their wounded, and 
their baggage. The French attacked, in the eager 

.hope of taking every thing. Napoléon had stopped 
at the distance of a league and ahalf l^ehindNey ; and, 
considering the reports which he heard as indicating 
inerely an affair with the advanced-guard, he d^ 
epatched Goudin to the marshal's assistance, raliied the 
other divisions, and went back to Smolcnsk. But the 
oontest soon became a battle. On both sides thirty 

. thousand men were successively engaged in it ; they 
aasailed each other with the utmost violence, soldiers, 

. subalterns, and gênerais ; the conflict was long, and 
the fury of it dreadful : even night itself did not put 
an end to it, Having, at length, obtained possession 
of the plaieaUf and become exhausted by the losAr of 
^trength and blood» and also perceiving around him 
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BOtUiif but the daad and dylng* and increatiiig dask 
ntMf Nejr, at laft« yielded to or«rpowariiig htàgwt 
•ad ordared the firing to caacet and bajoneta to 
ba praaanted in ailançe. The Rufsiana hearing no 
faitbar diachargea ware aqually allant, and araiied 
tiiemaelrea of the darkneM to effect tiieir retreat. 
' Thtire waa naarly aa niuch gloiy attanding on their 
Aafeat aa on onr victoiy* Both OQmmandara« indaad, 
wara auooaaafiil ; the ona hy actually conqnering, tfaa 
oAer bj aaving hû artillary, hia baggaga, and hia 
wonnded, notwithatanding hia baing conquerad. Ona 
of tiia enamy'a ganerala, who alona, exêapting thoae 
who had fallan, ratnained on thia ileld of carnage, at- 
tampted to etcapa the récognition of oor aoldiera bjr 
repeating the Freneh worda of eommand ; the light of 
the mnaketry, howeyer, occaaioned him to be diaoo* 
▼ered, and he waa conaequently made a priaonen The 
enemy loat aevMral other gênerait ; bot the loaa of the 
grand army waa greater atllL 

At the paaaaga of the ill-repaircd bridge orer the 
Kolowdnia, gênerai Goadin, whose weil^regulated 
Taloar never affected to roah into usalesa danger, and 
who likewiae waa not an expert horaeman, had alight- 
•d, in order to cross the straam, when at the Tery iiw 
atant a bail grazing the ground broke both hia l^a. 
When the intelligence of thia misfortune reached the 
emperor, it auapended, for a time, both langnage aad 
action. Every one was stnick with conatemation ; 
and the rictory of Valoutina aeemed rather a miafor- 
tune, 

Ooudin waa remored to Smolensk,where he receired 
f rom the emperor the kindest attentions ; but ail waa in 
yain. His remains were interred in the citadel of 
that place on which they confer honour. A tomb 
worthy of the warrior, who waa a good oitiaan, a geod 
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liusband, a good father, an intrepid, judt, and humone 
gênerai, and a man, who possessed at once probity 
and talent ; a rare assemblage of excellence in an aga 
in which we too frequently see morals conneoied with 
imbecility, and talents with profligacy. 

By a happy chance, the place of this admirable man 
was w«ll supplied. Ocrard, the senior genend of 
brigade of the division, assumed thecommand of it; 
and the enemy, totally unaware of our loss, obtained 
no adrantage from the drjeadfulbbwlie had infltcted 
on us. 

The llussianB, astonish«d at haring -been attadced 
only in front, concluded tliBt the military combinations 
of Murât consisted simply in fôUowing their grand 
route ; and sarcostically designated him, «'the gênerai 
of high roada^:'* thus forming their opinion of hxm 
merely from events, a mode of judgment far more £al- 
kcious than correct. 

In reality, while Ney was making his attaék, Morat 
eleared his ilanks with his cavalry, without being 
enabled to bring it into action, as woods on the left 
and marshes on thé right, impeded its^ movements. 
but, while the contest was proceeding in front, both 
were eagerly expecting the effectof à Aank marchof 
Westphalians, commanded^by Junot. 

After passif^ the Stubna, the high<*road, with a 
view to aToid the swamps formed by the Tarions 
Btreams flowing into the Dnieper, tumed off to the 
left, took the direction of the heights, and removed to 
some distance from the basin of the river in order to 
approach it again over ground more favourable. It 
had been observed, that there was a cross«road, more 
expoted, but shorter, as tiiey alJ are, passing directly 
over the9e swampy bottoms between the Dnieper and 
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the 1iîgh*road, which it rejoined beïind the plateau 
of Valoutina. 

Junot proceeded along thif crots-road, after baving 
passed the river at Pnidiszy. It soon eonducted him 
bebind the left of the Riunians, npon the flank of the 
ooltimiii which were returning to the assistance of 
their rear-guard. He had only to attack in order 
to render the victory décisive. Those who were en* 
gaged with marshal Ney in front, confounded hy thê 
alarm of battle in their rear^ would bave been thrown 
into complète uncertainty. and suspense, and the dis* 
order which, in the rery midst of the conflict, mnst 
bave immediateiy involved the immense mnltitade of 
men, horses, and carnages ail confined in a single 
road, would bave been absolutely irréparable. But 
Junot, although brave as a man, was fearful as a oorn* 
mander. His responnibility harassed hinL 

In the mean time Murât, concluding that be must 
bave arrived, was astonished at not hearing bim com- 
mence his attack. The intrepidity of the Russians in 
fnmt of Ney led bim to a suspicion of tlie tmtb. He 
instantly left his cavalry, and traversing the woods 
and marshes ahnost alone, flewto Junot and reproacbed 
bim with bis inactioiL Junot excused bimself bjr 
saying, ** he had no ordeis to attack ; his Wurtem« 
burgh cavalry was timid ; its efforts were ail affected 
and insincere; it would never bave resolution to cloee 
with the battalions of the enemy/' 

Murât replied to this only by action. He msbed in 
front of this body of cavalry. Under a différent 
gênerai they became différent soldiers ; he hurried 
them forward in a moment, threw them upon the 
Russians, trampled down their rifle-men, and, return- 
ing to Junot, said to bim, ** Now complète wbat is 
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Degun; thy honour and thy niarBhal*8 bâton are at 
8take." But he then left him to rejoin hii own 
troops, and Junot, in consternation, remained immoTc* 
able. He had been too long immediately under the 
eye of Napoléon, whose active mind arrangea every 
thing, both in the design and the détail ; he had 
learnt only how to obey ; ho had no expérience of oo.n- 
mand ; to which it must be added, that fatigues and 
wounds had prematurely supérannuated him. 
With respect to the choice of this gênerai for the com« 
mand of that coq»,' there was nothing in it surprising. 
It was well-khown that theemperor was attached to him 
by habit ; he was the oldest of his aides-de-campi and, 
from a natùral weakness, as the présence of that offi* 
cer* was connected with the recollection of ail his suc* 
cesses and yictories, he had felt an unwillingness to 
part with him. It is also not improbable that his 
vanity might dérivé gratification from seeing his armies 
tx>mmanded by men whom he had himself trained: he 
might, likewise, very naturally think that he mighft 
rely most firmly on their zeal and dévotion. 

Notwithstanding this attachment, however, Junot 
on this occasion incurred his severe resentment. On 
the day foUowing thé conilict, he examined the several 
places which had been the scène of it. When inspect- 
Ing the bridge, on which Goudin had been struck 
down, he remarked, that that was not the place for 
deboùching ; and fixing his angry eye on the position 
which Junot had occupied, '* There,'^ said he, *< the 
Westphaiians should hâve made their attack! the 
vfhole battle rested there! what, then, was Junot 
doing V* his irritatk>n now became so violent that uo 
excuse could at first appease him. He summoned 
Rapp, and told him, that ** he withdrew his command 
from the duke of Abrantes ! that he dismissed him 
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from. the umiy f that he had irrecoveraUy loti hit 
marshai'f bâton! tbat tbis- miijcoadact had p«tfaa|it 
cloued against them tha road to Moscow ! Tkat to him 
(Rapp) be committad tba command of tbe Westphaliam, 
tbat ha woold tpaak to tbem in their own langoage, 
and soon make them fight/' But Rapp declined takiog 
tbe place of bie companion in amui and graduallj 
soothed tbe irritation of tbe emperor» whoee. anges 
indeed wae always soon extioguiibed and easily 
evaporated in wordt # 

But it waa not merely on tbe lelt that the enemy waa 
in iuuament danger of being conquered i be had beon 
in still greater péril on bis right. Morand, one of ih» 
gênerais of Davouet, hàà been pushed on that aide 
acroee eome foreete ; he proeeeded oyer eome woodj 
heigbts, and arrived at tbe commencement of the action 
on the flaak of tbe Ruifiane* After adTmcing a £»w 
pacee farther, he mnst ha^e debouched in the rear of 
their right ; hia sudden appearance at such a crieie 
muet inÎBÀlîbly bave decided tbe victory^ and rendered 
it complète. ; but Napoléon, not being well aequainted 
with the local geography, had recalled him ta tbe epot 
where Dairouit and bunielf had halted* 

Il wat a question f requently aaked ia the army, wkj 
the enperor when he appoinied tbree indépendant 
ohieft to eo-operate for so important an object* had 
not takea care to be bimaelf présent at tbe exécution 
of it, m order to secnre a nnity ind&speoaable to ite 
success and which witbout him would be nearly im- 
pof sible. But he had gone hack to Smolensk, either 
i>rerpowered by fatigue, or not at ail escpecting an 
ei^agement so serious, or hom the necesaity he feit 
of condueting many things at oneOf which prerented 
him from deroting bimself entirely and porsonally tôt 
any length of time to any particular one. In &gI the 
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labours of govemment, both of bis own empire and of 
Europe, which bad been suspended by the preceding 
days of coûflict, were now heavily in arrear. It was 
become necéssary to clear out bis portfolios^ and to 
décide cases of civil administration, and of policy, 
wbich bad seriously accumulated. It was likewise 
botb'a matter of conséquence and of gratification to 
date from Smolensk. 

Accordingly wben Borelli, deputychief of Murât s 
staff came to communicate to him intelligence of tbe 
action of Valoutina, he hesitated to admit bim; and so 
complète was tbe absorption of bis mind in business, 
tbat at last one of tbe ministers tbougbt it necessary 
to go and state tbe urgency of tbe case, in order to 
pi*ocure bis immédiate introduction. Tbe report of 
Borelli agitated bim. '* Wbat is it you say V* said be, 
'* wby you are not enougb ' did tbe enemy show sixty 
ibousand men ? it was an absolute battle, tben ?" and 
he began to inyeigh against tbe disobedience and in» 
activity of Junot, «wben Borelli informed him of the 
mortal wound of Ooudin. His grief for tbat event was 
poignant, and indicated by a variety of particular 
questions, and of exclamations of regret: tben, with a 
strengtb of mind peculiar to bimself, he checked his 
grief, postponed his anger, suspended his vexation, 
and put offthe care of battles tiil the morrow, for it 
was tben night : aftorwards, however, the hope of a 
battle again agitated his mind, and he appeared at the 
dawn of the foUowing day on the fields of Valoutina. .» 
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CHAPTBR VIIL 

TuB soldiers of Nej^ ané tbose o£ fthe divÎMOfi Oouém 
(bercsved now of their genoral), were tbeve raofed 
sroand the dead bodies of IImw compamons and of Ihe 
Rusakiia, in the midat ol ahatt^red and broken trata, 
on ground beaten down by the strnggling feet of Ûïm 
coinbatants, furrowed hy balla» atrewed vHh £rag« 
menta oi arma, tom gannentat ndUtary aoconferemanto» 
Of erturaed carriagea and acattered limba. Sucfa, akal 
are Ihe trophieaof war! 'Such are the baairties of tJie 

leldof vlctoiy! 

The battaliotti of Ooudbi afypeared to be redaoed to 
mère platoont, they seemed, howevert to héi a priée 
and gloiy in proportion to the decreaae of their msi^ 
bers ; the amell of bomt cartridgea waa stiU atvong m 
Ihe atmosphère around tiiem ; the groond on which 
theystood, and their cloibestwere hnpregnatedwith 
It, and their faces stili blackenedofer vith gnnpowdeiw 
The emperor could not proceed in front of them mût» 
ont stepping over, or trampling upon, the bodiea of 
Ihe slain and bayonets absoltitely wrenched by the vîo* 
?ence of the conflict. 

But over ail thèse horrors he thrêw a drapery of 
glory» His gratitude tranaformed the field of death 
mto a field of trinmphy where, for seTeral sncoeaaira 
hours, hononr and ambition reigned in nnintemtpled 
and perfeet satisfaction. 

He felt that the time was now come in which hia 
soldiers required the support both of praises and re* 
wards. Accordingly, never were his looka more un* 
pressive and affectionate. As to his langnage, ^' this 
battle vas the most brilliant exploit in our military 
history; the soldiers whom he was addressing were 
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me» qvaltted to oonquer the world ; those who hmè 
^risbed in th« èontett were warfion who had èied a 
î«alh of immorttlitj.*^ He made thîs rcraark m Um 
fiUl knowtodge tkat it m nore atpecially inBuch acaaea 
of carnage tkat men'iei xmnds are partkularty directed 
to immortalily. 

Ib bis rewards he was net merely libéral, kut nag* 
nificent; the ISth, Slst, and l£7th of the Une, aad 
the 7th of the Ught troops receiyed eighty-seTen de* 
coraHon» and promotions. Thèse were the régiment» 
of Goudin. Hitherto the 187th had marohed without 
an eagle; for, at that time, it was the practice ft>r 
every régiment to conquer its colours on a f&eld o# 
battle, in order to give satisfactory proof that it would 
j»reserve them there. 

The emperor delirered to it an eagle with kis own 
hands ; he also rewarded and gratified the corps of 
Ney. His favours were valuable in themselves, and 
for the way in which they were conferred. He added 
to the worth of the gifit by his manner of bestowîng it. 
He was successively surrounded by evory régiment, 
as by a family of his own. There he called upon the 
oflicers, subalterns, and privâtes to point to him those 
who were the bravest or the most successful among 
ail those brave men ; to those who were so described he 
immediately distributed rewards. The officers design 
nated the proper objecte of his favourable notice, the 
soldiers confirmed the sélection, and the emperor 
sanctioned it. Thus, as he observed himself, the 
choice was effected at once, in a circle, in his own 
présence, and confirmed with acclamation^ by the 
troops. 

Thèse patemal manners, which h^d the effect of 
making the privâtes the companions in arms of the 
master of Europe; forme which brought back the long 
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regfetted iitaget of %he republic, delighted aad trans-. 
ported theixL He was a monarch, but he was t^e 
numarch of the révolution ; and tbey were derotedly 
attached to a soyereign who had elevated hiniself by 
his own merits, and who elevated others in proportion 
to theirf . In him tbere was eyery tbing to stimulate 
2eal aad effort, notbing to excite offence or imply nr- 
proacb. 

Neyer was tbere a field of victory better adapted to 
stir and exalt the feelinge: tbe gift of the eagle $o 
nobly merîted, tbe pomp of tbe pramotions, tbe ac«» 
clamations of joy, tbe glory of tbese warriors tbus 
recompemed on tbe very spot on wbicb it bad been 
gained, ' tbeir atcbievements proclaimed by a Yoice 
every accent of wbicb was ecboed by attentive and 
admiring Europe, by tliat great captain wbose bul- 
letins were about to carry tbeir praise to tbe extremitiet 
of tbe world, but more particularly among tbeir fellow 
citizens, into the bosom of tbeir own families, who 
would dérive from tbe intelligence both confidence 
and pride: wbat an assemblage of favours and ad- 
vantages ! tbey were fascinated and intoxicated by it. 
He himself, at first, evidently participated in tbeir 
transports. 

But when, out of tbe observation of tbe soldiers, 
tbe pensive attitude of Ney and Murât, and tbe re- 
marks of Foniatowski, as frank and judicious in 
council as be was intrepîd in tbe field, bad subdued 
thé tone of bis feelings, wben the oppressive beat of 
the day had produced its naturai opération upon 
him, and the reports arrived that the enemy had been 
pursued for cight leagues without being overtaken, he 
became disencbanted. On his retum to Smolensk* 
the joltings of bis carriage over the ruins of the fi^ht, 
the embarrassment occasioned on the road by the lon^ 



jne of the wounded who were dragging tbeuiMhM 
on or borne by othen into ibe oityi af^d in Smolentk 
by carts conveying tbe amputated limbs to a distance 
and out of sight ; ia sbort, tbe view of every tUng 
odiou» and horrible out of fields o£ battle completely^ 
oppressed and dejected him. Sxnolensk was nothing 
but one vast bospital, and Ae groans of anguiah which 
isBued frx>m it prerailed over the^ aoclamatioas of gioty 
which had b^een just heard on the field» of Valoutina. 

The reports of the surgeons were absoluftely hiâeoitf» 
In Russia, instead of wine and brandy mad» fDonii 
gra^s, the inhabitants use a braudy extraisted froBb 
grain, \»ith whioh they mix varions naarooticSk Qiir 
young soldiers, enfeebied by hungev and fatigue» co»«> 
ceived that this liquor would repair their streogA-; 
but its treacherous opération brought out at.ooflethflir 
whole remaining vital warmth, whea thoy n^àk in 
absolute exhauation aad diwase coBiple^êly Qvev^ 
powered them. 

Others; less sober or more reduced by weaknesdv 
were observed to be affected by dimness^ drowsinMS^ 
and lethargy, and seen lying along in the ditches andr 
the high-roads. There with half-opea and. graduallyr 
dinuniag eyes, they q^uietly felt death advaneing from 
the extremities to the vital parts of their frame» aod 
ezpired in fixed melancholy without a groan. 

At Wilna it was impossible to procure hospitala for 
more tban six thousand sick. Gonveals, chiirche«t 
synagogues, and barns, were applied to the acoomno* 
dation of the suffering multitudes. In thèse wretched 
abodes^ sometimes insalubrious and even noisome,! al« 
ways too few and too much crowd«d, the sick were 
often desjtitute of food^ of bedt^ of coveringeven witn 
«traw, and of nedicines» T^he surgeons soon becama 
fftf too few for tbe dutàee that were required of tkem, 
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and in «hort erery thîng, cvcn including the hospitali 
themselves, contributed to make patients, and noihing 

to cure them* 

At Witepsk four hundrcd wounded Russîanf were 
left upon the field of battle ; three hundred others had 
been abandoncd in that city by their army ; and, as 
that army carried off the inhabitants with them, thèse 
wretched victims remained three days unobserved, 
without relief, heaped together in confusion, the dying 
with the dead, and stagnating in Âlth and infection ; 
they were at last discovered and mixed up among our 
own wounded, who were alsojust about the same 
number as the Russians. Our surgeons cutuptheir 
own shirts and those of their wretched patients for 
bandages and dressings ; for the supplies of linen 
were already exhausted« 

When, in course of time, the wounds of thèse unfor- 
tunate men began to heal, and when in fact they 
needed nothing but nourishfng food to complète their 
cure, they died actually for want of subsîstence. * 
Frenchmen or Russians, few of them escaped. Those 
whom the loss of a limb or their gênerai state of weak- 
ness pretrented from going in search of food were the 
first to fall victims. Thèse disasters were fréquent 
whererer the emperor was not présent, his présence 
drawing erery thing to him and his departure hurry- 
ing érery thing after him, and his orders being, in 
fact, nerer scrupulously executed but under his own 
Inspection. 

At Smolensk there was no want of hospitals. Fif- 
teen large brick buildings had been sared from the 
lire, and were appropriated to this purpose ; and there 
were fbund iii the city brandy, wines* and medicines ; 
and,aftér a time, our travelling hospitals arrived there ; 
but there was not enough of any thing, The surgeons 
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laboured both night and day. Before the second night 
had passed ovar, every thing that had been prepared 
for dressing the wounded had been used. There wae 
no linen left, and it was necessary to Bubstitute for it 
the paper found among the city archives. The parch* 
ments were used to compress and bolster the fractured 
limbs, and tow or birch-cotton was applied instead of 
lint. 

Our surgeons were overwhelmed and confounded ; 
for three day s a hospital containing a hundred wounded 
was completely forgotten, and waa at length discovered 
by a mère chance. Rapp penetrated into this mansion 
of despair ! I will spare my readers a description of iti 
horrors l I will not infiict on them impressions whica 
absolutely turn the current of the blood ! Rapp, how* 
ever, did not withhold the détails from Napoléon, who 
ordered his own stock of wine and many pecuniary 
gratuities to be bestowed on the unfortunate menf who 
had thus survived only through peculiar tenaciousnesa 
of vitality and recourse to the most revolting food. 

But, in addition to the strong émotion which thèse 
communications excited in the mind of the emperor, 
there was one considération which he regarded as par- 
ticalarly important and alarming. The burning of 
Smolensk he could now no longer believe to be the 
conséquence of one of those fatal accidents which fre* 
quently pccur in war, nor even the resuit of a sudden 
feeling of despair. It was the effect of cool détermi- 
nation. The Russians had connected with this grand 
vrork of destruction the caution, arrangement, and 
«casonableness, which are in gênerai exclusively re- 
••rved for purposes of prepervation. 

On that same day the manly replies of one of the 
priests (popes) of the Greek or national church, the 
only one who was met with in ail Smolensk, gave him 
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ft ciear view of the blind aad outrageons hatnà igainat 
tfie Vwnch with which the whole Rtusum population 
kid bMb porpoiafy inapiredL His iuteipreter, i^ho 
was abfolotely tarrIAad at obierring this hatred, con* 
diictéd the priett to the emperor. The venetable uan 
et ilrtt -freely uphraided him for hit alleged acta of aa- 
eHlege; he vrtm not aware that it waa throngh the 
Rttisian gênerai himaelf, that the warehoases and 
olrarèfaes of the eitjr had been burnt, and that he im* 
ptited thèse horrors to the Freneh to prevetit the 
tterchante aiiid farmeri hem separating their eauae 
ftom that of the nobility. 

The emperor listenedto hlm with attention: ** Bnt," 
said he at length tohim, ^' iras your church among those 
that weve bumt V <<No, Sire/' replied the priest ; ** Qoà 
i¥il\ be more powerful tban you ; he will protect it , 
for I hâve opened it as a refuge to those whom the 
buming of the city bas left hoiiseless V* Napoléon» 
'^th some émotion said, ** You are right: God will 
indeed watch over the innoeq^t yictims of war^ and 
will reward your courage. Retum, my worthy and 
rererend friend, to your dnties. If ail your priesia 
had imitated your example ; if tfaey had not pusilia- 
nimoosly betrayed that mission of peace which they 
receired from hearen, if they had not al*andoned the 
temples which would hâve been deemed eonsecrafad 
éren by their présence, my soldiers would hare re- 
spected your sacred asylums: for we are ail Christian», 
and the Ood you worship is, only under a différent 
name, our own/' 

With thèse words Napoléon dismissed the priest» 
with an escort and iupply, to his temple. When the 
soldiers entered that sanctuary of the wretched there 
suddenly burst from it a heart-rending shriek, and a 
multitude of terrified women and children crowded for 
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vafety round the altar : but the priest, raifling his voice, 
said to them ** Take courage; I hâve leen Napoléon, 
and spokentohim. Oh I my children, how completely 
hâve we been deceived I The emperor of France is not 
the xnan that he has been represented to you. He and 
his soldiers, be assured, acknowledge and adore the 
same God as ourselyes. Thé war which he wages is 
no war of religion ; it is merely a political différence 
between him and our emperor. His soldiers fight only 
against soldiers. ,They do not put to the sword old 
men, women, and children. Take heart then, and let 
us thank Ood that we are delivered from the painful 
duty of hating them as pagans, blasphemers, and in- 
cendiaries." The priest then delivered out a hymn 
of thanksgiying, in which the whole congrégation fol- 
lowed him with tears. 

But the words of the priest showed clearly to how 
great an extent the nation had been imposed upon. 
The rest of the inhabitants had fled. Henceforward, 
therefore, we should fin^not merely the army, but the 
population, the whole of Russia, retiring at our ap- 
proach. Together with that population, the emperor 
saw gliding from his grasp one of his most powerful 
means of conquest. 



CHAPTER IX. 

In fact, Napoléon while at Witepsk had employed two 
persons upon whom he could dépend, to sound the dis- 
positions of thèse people. The object wns to gain them 
over to the side of liberty, and bind them in our cause 
by an insurrection which might be either more or less 
gênerai. No impression, however, had been made but 
Vol. I. V 
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np<m a fe w dispened «dcI ignorant peaianUf wbo mi^t 
eyen« perhapt, haye been pnrpotely laft behind anong^ 
os by tfae Ruttiant at spiei* The attempt bad pro« 
duced no oftber effect than tbat of dk cloeing bii project 
and puUing the Rutiians on their gnard against it. 

Thase meanst moreovery were fepagnant to the feel* 
ings of Napoléon, wbo was hy natare more inclined to 
the cauie of kings than to that of the people. He 
emplofed them, therefore, with great languorandn^* 
ligence* At a later period, when at Motcoir, he re« 
ceiyed various applications front heads of âuniliea* 
The writerf complained that they were treated hj the 
territorial proprietors aa herde of cattle, and eold ov 
bartered bythem at pleasure. They petitioned tbat 
Napoléon would proclaim the abolition of flavery ; and 
they Yolunteered themaelret as leaders for partial in- 
surrections, whieh they engaged quickly to render ge« 
neral. 

Thèse olFers were rejected« A barbarous people 
would hâve ezhibited only a barbarous liborty, a 
boundless and frightful licentlousness ! Some partial 
rerolts had long since fumished a standard of what 
might on sunilar occasions be expected* The Rossiaii 
nobles, like the landed proprietors of St. Doonago^ 
would bave been ruined and, perhaps, destroyed« Thèse 
appréhensions guided the décision of Napoléon, as bis 
language dearly erinced. They determined him to 
refrain from exciting a conunotion which it might be 
beyond his power to controL 
, It is also to be observed that the proprietors dis* 
trusted their slaves* Among the various périls which 
surrounded them, they regarded that arising from their 
slaves as the most pressing. Their first object, there- 
fere, was to work upon the minds of thèse wretched 
beii^fSt who were reduced by every description of sla* 
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Tery to the grossest stupidity and dégradation. The 
priesta, whom they regard with the deepest awe, 
preached up to them the most absurd and ridiculous 
ftlsehoodsy describing us as légions of démons corn* 
manded hy Antichrist, as infernal spirits, the very 
sight of whom inspired horror and whose touch was 
actuel pollution. Our prisoners saw in various in- 
stances that the utensils which they had employed were 
never applied by thèse deluded men to their own per* 
sonal uses, but reserved exclusively for the most unclean 
animais. 

However, we were now approaching, and ail thèse 
gross fables were, it was supposed, necessarily about 
to vanish. But behold I the nobles withdrew with 
their slaves into the interior of the country, as if from 
a direftil and sweeping pestilence. Riches, habitations, 
every thing which might naturaliy be ezpected to de- 
tain them, as well as benefit us, were completely sacri- 
ficed. They placed between them and us, famine, fire, 
and the wildemess ; for this extraordinary and mo* 
mentons resolution was executed as much against their 
own serfs as against Napoléon. The war, therefore, 
now necessary to be carried on was no longer a war of 
kings, but a war of classes, a war of parties, a war of 
religion, a war against a nation, in short every de- 
scription of war at once. 

The emperor then saw ail the complicated and enor- 
mous character of his enterprise : the farther he ad- 
vanced, the more it expanded and darkened before 
him. While he had encountered only kings, greater 
himself than the whole of them together, defeat was 
matter of the greatest facility and even sport ; but the 
kings were now conquered, and he had to deal with 
the people. .He had, in truth, to contend against 
another Spain, but a Spain distant, barren, and bound» 

V 8 
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.es8, which he bad fouiid at the oppotite ettremity ot 
Europe, He became confounded, he hetitated, and 
stopped. 

At Witepsk, whatever décision he shouid eventoally 
make, he considered it necessary for him to postess 
himself of Smolensk, and to his arrivai at Smoiensk 
he thought he would postpone his détermination. 
There similar perplexity assailed him, bat with sa 
much greater violence, as the conflagration of that 
city, épidémie disease, and the numberiess victime by 
whom he was surroùnded, had aggravated ail the 
previous circumstances. His hésitation now almont 
amounted to fear; he was divided between Kieft 
Petersburghy and Moscow. ' 

At Kief, he shouid envelope Tchitchakof and hi» 
army ; he shouid retieve the right flank and the rear 
of the grand army, he shouid cover those provinces of 
Poland which were most productive of men, provisions, 
and horses ; while fortified cantonments at Mohilef, 
Smolensk, Witepsk, Polotsk, Dunabourg, and Riga, 
would défend the rest of them. Behind that line, and 
during the course of the winter, he shouid effect and 
organise the insurrection of the whole of ancient 
Poland in order to precipitate her in the spring agaînst 
Russia, opposing in this manner one nation to anotber 
nation, and thus rendering the contest equaL 

Yet, at Smolensk he was situated on the spot 
whence the Petersburgh and Moscow roads diverged, 
twenty-nine days' march from the flrst of those cajn- 
tais, and fifteen from the other. At Petersburgh he 
would be in the possession of the focns of the govem- 
ment, the centre in which ail the radii of administra- 
tion united, the brain of the Russian empire ; there 
were' the marine and milîtary arsenals ; there, in 
short, was the only point of communication between 
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Russia and England. Tbe victory of Polotsk, of which 
he had ju8t rcceived intelligence, seemed to urge in 
that direction. By marching, in union with St. C3rr9 
upon Petersburgh, he sliould Burround, Wittgenstein, 
and cause Riga to fali before the forces of Macdonald. 

On another side, that of Moscow, by gaining pos- 
session of that capital, he should attack both the no- 
bles and the nation in their property, and in iheir an- 
cient honour : the road to that city was shorter than 
the other, and presented fewer obstacles and more 
ftbundant resources ; the grand Rassian army, which 
it was impossible for him to neglect and of such im- 
portance for him to destroy, was to be found in that 
direction, as were also the chances of a battle, and 
of striking terror into the nation by inflioting a blow, 
in this national war, on its heart. 

Of thèse three projects^ the last alone seemed to him 
to be practicable, and he conceiyed it to be so not- 
withstanding the advanced state of the season. Yet 
the history of Charles XII. was before his eyes ; not 
that of Voltaire, which he threw aside with impa- 
|ience, considering it as both unfaithful and romantic ; 
Irat the journal of Adlerfield, which he read, and 
which had no power to check him in his course. In 
oomparing with each other the two esqpeditions, he 
discovered a thousand différences on which he dwelt 
in faveur of his own ; for who is qualifîed tp ^be a judge 
in his own cause ! and of how little use are past exam- 
ples in a world where it is impossible to find two men, 
two cases, or two positions absolutely and in every 
point alike ! 

At this period, however, he was often mentioning 
the name of Charles XII. 

u S 
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CHAPTER X. 



But tHe intelligencet which now reached him fron 
every side routed and kindled his ardour, as was be* 
fore the case at Witepsk. His lieutenants seemed to 
hâve performed more than himself The engagements 
of Mohiief, of Molodecmà, and of Valoutina were 
regttlar battles, in which Davoust, Schwartzenbefg 
and Ney were conquerors : on his right, his line of 
opération appeared tô be corered ; in front of him the 
enemy's army was flying; on his left, at Slowna, on 
the 17th of August, the duke of Reggio was attacked 
by Wittgenstein, whom he had drawn upon Polotsk. 
.The attack on the part of Wit^enstein had been ani- 
mated and violent, but it had failed, although hé stiU 
retained his offensive position^ and Oudinot had been 
wounded. St. Cyr sùcceeded him in the command of 
that army, which consisted of about thirty thousand 
French, Swiss, and Bavarians. On the following'day, 
that gênerai, to whom command gave no gratification 
unless he had the entire and suprême exercise of it, 
availed himself of the accident which had placed him 
in that situation to enable his own troops and the 
enemy to fbrm a correct estimate of his qualifications ; 
with great coolness, however, in conformity to his 
habits and character, and with perfect System and 
combination. . 

From daybreak till five o'clock in theerening, he 
threw the enemy off his guard, by proposais for a truce 
in order to withdraw the wounded, and more parti- 
cularly by manifesting indications of retreat. He 
was engaged, during the interval* in silently rallyini^ 
bis men; he arranged them in three columns of at 
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tack, and concealed them behind the village of Spafl 
and in the neighbouring hollows and dingles. 

At five o'clock, everything being in readiness, and 
Wittgenstein asleep, he gave the signal. The Rus- 
âians, taken by complète surprise, ofFered an ineffec- 
tuai résistance ; at tho first onset their left was 
broken through, and the centre soon fled in confusion ; 
they left behind a thousand prisoners, twenty pièces 
of cannon, a iield of battle covered with their dead, and 
a position of offence, which St. Cyr while he affected 
to avail himself of it was unable to use as such from 
the inadequacy of his force, and çould eznploy only 
with a view better to défend himself. 

In this short, but severe and bloody action, the 
right wing of the Russians, which rested on the Duna, 
resisted with obstinacy, and it became necessary to 
charge them with the bayonet through a violent storm 
of grape-shot ; every thing succeeded ; but when ail 
that now seemed necessary was to pursue the ene- 
my, ail was on the point of being lost. A body of 
Russian dragoons, as some state the case, but of im- 
periaUguards, according to^others, having hazarded 
a charge against one of the batteries of St. Cyr, a 
French brigade, stationed to support it, advanced for 
that purpose, but ail on a sudden turned their backs 
and fled across the mouths of our cannon, which, of 
course, prevented the discharge of them. The Rus- 
sian troops arrived there at the same moment as ours, 
and completely intermingled with them ; they sabred 
the artillery-men, o ver turned the cannon, and pushed 
our ca,valry with such vigour, that, becoming more and 
more panic struck every instant, they rushed in perfect 
disorder and rout upon their own gênerai and his staff, 
overthrowing ail before them. St. Cyr was obliged 
to take to flight on foot and throw himself into the bot; 
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tom of a rarine» which pr«8enred him from anjr larther 
ill effect from thif» sudden and singular stonn. Ilie 
Rustian dragoons had nearly reached the lumses of 
VoïoUikf wht^n* a prompt and skilful manoravre of 
Berckeim, and the 4tli French cairassierty put an end 
to the encounten The Russians dieappeared anumg 
the woods. 

On the fbllowing day, StCyr ordered the parsnit of 
them, httt merely for the purpose of ascertalning the 
extent and circumstancet of their retreat, proying his 
own victory, and obtaining some additional advan- 
tages from it. During the two foUowirg monthe, 
down to the ISth of October» Wittgenstein made no 
«ttempt against him. On hif side, the French gênerai 
was no otherwite occupied than in observing the ene- 
my, in maintaining hii oommanications with Macdo- 
nald, Witepskf and Smolensk, in fortifying himeelf in 
hitf position of Polotsk, and above ail in procuring 
•ubsistènce there. 

In this action of the ISthy four generali^ bar colo- 
nels, and many of the subaltern officers had been 
wounded. Among them were particularly noticed thé 
two Bavârian gênerais, Deroy and liben. Tbey died 
on the SSnd. Thèse gênerais were of the same âge, 
,had belonged to aie same régiment, had senred in the 
same wars, and had advanced nearly by equal steps in 
the career of promotion and of danger, to which the 
same death in the same battle put a glorious termina* 
• tion. The tomb was net permittedto separate two 
warriors whom life and death itself had not been 
able to disunite : .one grave receiyed them boA. 

On receiving intelligence of this rictory, the em* 
peror despatched the bâton of marshal of the empire 
to gênerai 8t. Cyr. He placed also a great nnmber 
of crosses at his disposai ; and not long after, gave 
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hia sanction to the* greater number' bf the promotion! 
requested. 

Notwithstanding tliis succesa, the détermination to 
go beyond Smolensk was of too much moment and 
danger for Napoléon alone positively to résolve upon 
it ; it was more désirable to him to feel, as it were, 
forced into it. After the affair of Valoutinat the 
corps of Ney, quite wom down with fatiguet had 
been succeeded by that of Davoust. Murât, as a 
king, and as brother-in-law of the emperor, and by 
his order, was to hâve the command of it. Ney sub- 
mitted to this appointment, less in the way of conces- 
sion or condescension, than in conséquence of congé* 
niality of character. They were united by their 
ardour. 

' But l)avou8t, whose methodical and tenacious dis* 
position was in perfect contrast with the impetuosity of 
Murât, and in whom the recollection of two great vie- 
tories, and the titles he had derived through them, had 
increased a naturally proud and lofty bearing, was hurt 
by this dependence. Thèse chieftj, who possessed high 
nçtions of their own merits, who were about the same 
âge, had been companions in war^ had observed each 
other's graduai advance to distinction» and who had 
been used to obey only one very extraordinary man, 
where by no means suited either of them to command 
the other ; more particularly Murât, who frequently 
was unable to command himself. 

Davoust, however, obeyed, but with a very bad 
grâce, as is ever. the case with obédience springing 
from wounded pride. He affected immediately to give 
up ail direct cbrrespondence with the emperor, who, in 
no little surprise, ordered him to résume it, alleging 
his distrust of the reports of Murât. Davoust availed 
himself of this acknowledgment ; and reassumed his 
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uidependêiice. From thit ûmt tlie advanced gutrd 
had two chiefs. Thus did the emperor, borne down 
hy fatigaef and pain, and anziety, and tbe preitnre of 
buiinetf of ereiy description, and compelled to bu* 
niour and manage bis lieutenants, divide bis power 
as well as bis annies, in express opposition to bis own 
maxims and former examples. Circumstances, wbicb 
be had so often commanded, were become stronger 
tban be was and now in torn commanded bim. 

Barclay, bowever, baving retreated witboat figbtio^ 
as far as Dorogobouje, Murât was under no want of 
Dayoost's services, and no opportunité was, tberefore, 
afforded for tbeir misunderstanding : but, about a few 
wersts from tbat town, on' tbe SSrd of August, at 
eleven o'clock in tbe morning, a sligbt wood wbicb 
tbe king wanted to reconnoitre was vigorously dis* 
puted witb bim; it became necessary to carry it 
twice* 

Murât, surprised at tbis résistance and at sucb a 
time of day, persisted in bis object, and, bayii^ 
pierced tbrougb tbe wood, saw beyond it tbe wbole 
Russian army drawn up in order of battle. Tbe 
narrow ravine of tbe Luja separated bim from tbem ; 
it was mid*day, and the extension of tbe Russian 
Unes, particularly upon our rigbt, the préparations, 
the time, the place which was tbe spot on wbicb Bar^ 
clay had rejoined Bagration, tbe cboice of tbe ground, 
whicb was well adapted for a grand encounter, every 
tbing led bim to conclude tbat a battle was intended : 
be immediately sent to tbe emperor to inform bim 
of it. 

At tbe same time be ordered Montbrun to poss tâe 
ravine on bis rigbt witb bis cavalry, in order to recon- 
noitre and fall upon tbe enemy's left. Davoust and 
bis five divisions of infantry extended tbemselves on 
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that aide ; he protected Montbrun ; the king reoalled 
them to his left, on the bigh roadf intending, it it 
saidi to support tbe flank movement of Montbrun by 
•orne démonstrations in front. 

But Davoust replied, tbat <* tbis would be aban- 
doning our rigbt wing, througb wbich the enemy 
would get behind us on the high road, which was our 
only retreat ; that he would thus compel us to a battla 
which he had strict orders to avoid ; and which he 
would avoid, bis forces being inadéquate, the position 
bad, and the ohief under whose orders he was by no 
meansone who inspired him with confidence." He 
then immediately wrote to Napoléon, urging him to 
hasten forward if he wisbed to prevent Murât from 
engaging without him. 

' At this intelligence, which he receiyed in the night 
between the 94th and 8dth of August, Napoléon 
■tarted from bis state of indécision with transport. 
To a disposition so enterprising and determined, sus* 
pense was torture, He pressed on with his guard, and 
proceeded twelve leagues without stopping ; but on 
the evening of the day before, the enemy had disap- 
peared. 

On our side, its retreat was ascribed to Montbrun's 
inoveroent ; on the side of the Russians, to Barclay, 
and a false position taken by the chief of his staff, 
, who had also laid ont the ground highly disadvanta- 
geously instead of favourably for him. Bagration 
was the first to discover this ; his anger had nobounds, 
and he did not hesitate to impute treason. 

Discord existed in the camp of the Russians, as well 
as in our advanoed guard. Confidence in the com- 
mander, which oonstitutes so much of the llfe and 
strength of armies, was there wanting ; every step 
taken by him was made a ground of censure y every 
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•cfaeme he fànned was considered the worrt that could 
be formed of ail possible ones. The loss of Smolensk 
bad aggravated ail thèse bitter feelîngs : the union of 
the two armies augmented the evil ; the more powcrfal 
that unîted mass felt îtself to be, the grcater weak* 
ness it imj^tedto its gênerai. The outcry against hîm 
became at length universal. A new commander wa« 
loudly demanded. Howercr, some judicious indiri- 
duals interfered with their influence; Kutusof was 
announced ; and the humbled pride of the Rnssians 
waited for that gênerai to lead them to battle. 

The emperor, on his side, who had already reached 
Dorogobouje, was no longer in a state of fluctuation. 
He knew that wherever he went he carried with him' 
the destiny of Europe, that the spot where he was 
would ever be that on which the fate of nations 
would be decided ; and that he mîght, therefore, ad- 
Tance without apprehending any formidable consé- 
quences from the défection of the Swedes and the 
Turks. Accordii^ly, he neglected the hostile armies 
of Essen at Riga, of Wittgenstein before Polotsk, of 
Hoertel before Bobruisk, and of Tchitchakof in Vol- 
hynia. They comprised a hundred and twenty thon- 
sand men, and would inevitably augment every day ;' 
he advanced, however, between them, and suffered 
them to surround him without any anxiety, from a 
conviction that etery obstacle, both of arms and po- 
licy, would vanish at the first sound . of the thunder- 
boit which he was just ready to launch. 

And yet his columnof attack, which, when he 
quitted Witepsk stillconsisted of a hundred and eighty- 
fiva thousand men, was, within the short interval from 
that period, reduced to a hundred and fifty-seven 
thousand. It was thus weakened by the loss of twenty- 
eight thousand, one half of whom occupi«d Witepsk^ 
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Orcha, Mohilef, and Smolensk. The rett htd been 
kiUed or wounded, or w«re atraggling in his rear, and 
plundering the allies and even the French themaelvea. 

But a hundred and fifty-aeven tliousand men were 
BufHcient to destroy the Russian army by a complète 
victory, and gain possession of Moscow. With ra- 
apect to their base of opération, notwithstanding it 
appeared to be menaced by the hundred and twe&ty 
thousand Rusaians, it seemed to him to be secure. 
Lithuania, the Duna, the Dnieper, and . lastly Smo* 
lensk, either were, or were on the point of beingy 
protected, towards Riga and ^Dunabourg byMacdo« 
nald and thirty-two thousand men ; towards Polotsk 
by St. Cyr and thirty thousand ; at Witepsk, Smo- 
lensk, and Mohilef, by Victor and forty thousand; 
in front of Bobruisk by Dombrowski and twelve 
thousand; and upon the Bug» by Schwartzenberg and 
Régnier, at the head of forty-five thousand. Napo* 
leon depended also upon the divisions Loison and Du- 
nitte, consisting of twenty-two thousand, who were 
already advancing from Konigsberg and Warsaw 
and likewise on rein&rcements to the amount of eighty 
thousand, ail of whom would hâve entered Russia, 
before the middle of November. 

Thus, including the Lithuanian and Polish levies, 
he supported himself on two hundred and eighty thou* 
aand men, while he effected with a hundred and fifty 
thousand others an invasion to the extent of ninety- 
tbree leagues ; for such was' the distance from Smo* 
lexisk to Moscow. 

BiH thèse two hundred and eighty thousand men 
were commanded by six différent chiefs, independent 
of each other, and the highest of whom, the one who 
eccupied the centre, the one who, from his interm^-». 
diate position, seequed to be charged jnrith the duty of 

Vol. I. X 
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giring a anity and consistency to the opérations of tho 
wve othera, wai a minitter of peaoe, and not of war* 

Moreover, the same cause» whieh had aiready di* 
minished by onethird the Frencb forcée which had firat 
entered Rusaia would ineritablf disperse or destroy* 
in a nmch greater proportion^ the ezpected reinforee- 
mente. The greater part of them arrived by détacha 
ments, formed into provisional marching battaliona* 
nnder officers qnite new to them and whom thej 
wonld leave the first day, under no strietnef of dii^ 
online, possessing nothing of the esprit de carpi^ ac* 
taated by no lofty aspiration for glory, andtrayersing^ 
a oonntry nearly exhausted and desolate, which the 
aeason and climate would now» erery day, render 
more wild and savage* 

In the mean time Napoléon found Dorogoboaje in 
aehes^ jost as he had Smolensk ; partiçnlarly the trad- 
ing quarter, the résidence of those who had moet to 
lose* whom their wealth might pqssibly bave detained 
or brought over to our side, and who by their position 
formed a species of nûddiing dass, a oommencemeiit 
or nudeus for a '* third estate,'' and who might hâve 
baen sednoed by the sounds of liberty. 

He was fully sensible that he wasqnitting Smolenek 
jiist as he had entered it, sfill entertaining the hope of 
a battle which the indécision and discord of the Rus- 
stan. gênerais had againadjoumed: Us détermination^ 
however, was fized ; and he Ustened to nothing bot 
what tended to confirm himin it. He foUowed np with 
the utmost eagerness the track of the enemy ; his an* 
dacity increased with their caution ; he termed dieir 
oircamspectionpusillanimity, their retreat fiîght, and 
okerished oontempt beoause it gave encouragement ta 
hope. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Ths emperor had advatided so rapidly to Dôi^ogob6i]« 
that he was obligea to wait tlier<^ ïbr hid army, and lét 
Muirat go on în pursùit of tlie enemy. Hé left Ihat 
place on the 24tli ôf Âugast. The army marched in 
three columns abreast ; the eihperor, Murât, Davoust, 
and Ney in the àiiddle, 6n thé great road to MèscoW ; 
PoniatowBki on the right; and the àrmy of Italy on the 
left. 

The principal column, 'tha^ àf the céntre> could ob^ 
tain no supplies on a road, on #hich the advanced 
guard had found nothing to subsist opon but thé leàv- 
ings of the Russians ; and în so rapi'd a tnarch ît was 
Bcarcely possible, for waiit 6f time, to d«viàte frbm 
that route. Besides which, the right and left columns 
were coUecting ànd devouring ail they could meet 
with on each side of him. In order to obtain moré 
adéquate supplies, \t would hâve been necessary to set 
eut every day at a later hour, to hait at an earlier one,. 
and then to extend their flanks considerably farther 
durihj^ the night ; à plan which could not hâve been 
actiBd np6n so near the enemy without gross impnl» 
idence. 

At Smôlensk, as àt Wiazma, orders had bieen giréh 
for the troops to take with them, on quitting it, a stoék 
of jpi^oVîsions for several days. The emperor \vell 
kndw thé difficulty of accotnplishing this ; but he rb- 
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lied on tke care and assiduity of the chiefs and of ihé 
foldiert. They had had notice given them; that he 
conceived to be sufficient. They woald be sure to look 
well to providing for their first necessitiet. They 
were now formed to the habit of doing it ; and, in 
reality, it was curions to see the wiliing and anre- 
mitted efforts made by such a number of mento enable 
them to follonr a single indiyidual to so yast a distance. 
The existence of the army was a prodigy, which the 
active, clever, and prudent dispositions of the French 
and Polish soldiers, their habit of surmounting almoat 
erery difficulty, and their relish of the chances, sur* 
prises, and vicissitudes even of so terrible a Ufe of 
adventure, presented and regeilerated eyerj day. 

Every régiment had attached to it a multitude of 
ihose dwarf horses with which Poland abounds, a 
great number of its oountry-carts, which required in* 
cessant repair or renewal, and a drove of oxen. The 
baggage was conducted by soldiers as drivers, for they 
were ready to make themselves useful in every way. 
There were of course a certain number fewer in the 
ranks : but, in the présent circumstances, the want of 
provisions, and the necessity the army were under of 
taking every thing along with them was a sufficient 
excuse for the adoption of Uiis System. A second 
army, as it were, might be said to be necessary to 
carry or oonduct what was absolutely indispensable 
for the first. 

In this organization, rapidly formed and applied 
in the course of the march, the différent usage and 
peculiar difficulties of the several places and district* 
through which they passed were judiciously conformed 
to f and the soldiers had, with admirable tact, tumed 
the feeblâ resources of the country to the best possible 
accottnt. With respect to the cbieib, as the gênerai 
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ordéM àUfays ]ireBitmed the regvlar distribution of 
rations, which, in fact, never took place, each of th«m, 
aecording to the éegne of zeai, talent, And finoness 
^seSBéd by him, had dt«wn the marauding ttore or^ 
les» withm hii oiwti régulation atid managémenti «^ 
itibktituted régulât ooutributions for individual ptt^ 
lage. 

For it was only by excursions on the flanks of tb# 
ATmy,anâ by peneirating imo an unknown o6uiitry^tliM 
Any provisions at ail could be obtained. Btely evettiag» 
Aflber the axmy halted and the liiyouUcs were etta«« 
blished, a number of detachments, which Were cdtti* 
ttianded very f arely by divisions, oceAsioiMlty by bri-« 
gadès, but generally by régiment», i^nt out on diico^ 
tery, ànd plunged iiito the eoantry. At the distance 
of a fèw iftBl^sts ttùtû the roàd, they found the rillagei 
inhabited, and were received in them w»th little or no 
hostility ; but as neither party understood the lan- 
guage of the other, and as, also, theapplieants wanted 
every thing that could be had prompCly and peremp* 
torily, the peasants soon became ten'ifîed and fled 
into the Woods, from which they afterwards issued in 
parties by no tneAns formidable. 
• The detachments, àfter having fîilly refreshed and 
entertained themselves, set off with ali that they had 
been able to collect, and rejoined their corps on the 
following day, or, as it happened, not till seyeral dayl 
after ; and it not unfrequently occurred» that the piU 
iagerS were plundered in their turn by their oimoo^i* 
rades, belongihg to other corps, with whom they fsU 
tn. tf ence originated animosities, whidi would infal* 
libly hâve kindled intestine warfare* and been at-> 
tended with muôh bloodshed, if what afterwarda took 
place had not levelled ail in one common diffieullyi and 
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miited them in ona feeling of horror at their cçmaum, 
difftster. • 

While waiting for the retarn of their detachmentSt 
the Boldiers that remained with their eagles aabsisted 
on what they could find on their route, wbich con- 
iif ted principally of grains of new rye, wbich they. 
cmfhed and then boiled, They were in less want ùl 
méat than of bread, as they were followed by a drore 
of cattle ; but the length, and more particuUrly the 
speed of their marchest occasioned the loss of many. 
of thèse animais. The beat and dust also injured and 
fttffocated many of them ; and when, under the ragii^ 
of their thirst, they at length reached a stream or pool 
of water, they plunged into it with such fury tbat 
nnmbers of them were drowned, while others of them 
drank to such excess that they became blown ai)d were 
nnable to proeeed farther. 

It was remarked hère, as on the adrance towards 
• Smolensk, that the divisions of the first corps retained 
the f ullest compléments of men ; their detachments, 
being under better discipline» brought back larger 
supplies, and at the same time infticted less injury 
upon the inhabitants. Those who stayed with their 
oolours, lired upon the contents of their knapsacfcs, 
the clean and well-husbanded stores of wbich aÎTorded 
relief and refreshment to the eye, whicbi was abso» 
Itttely harassed by the view of the gênerai disorder ; 
each of thèse kuapsacks, limited to what was strictly 
necessary in the article of clothing, contained two 
shirts, two pairs of shoes with nails and soles to re* 
|>air them, a pair of canvass pantaloons and also of 
gaiters, some utensils for cleaning, a strip of linen for 
dressing wounds, some lint, and sixty cartridges. 

In die two sides were placed four biscuits, weighing 
■ixteen ounces each ; beneatb, and at the bottom, » 
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i * long and narrow canvass-bag was £lled with teir 
pounds of floiir. The whole knapsack thus constituted 
and fiUed, together with the strapa and oil-catfe co* 
vering, weighed thirty-three pounds twelve ounces. • 

Each soldier carried, besides, attached to a belt, a 
canyass-bagy containing two loayes, weighing each 
three pounds. Thus, with his sabre, his^loaded car*: 
tridge-box, three flints, tumsorew, belt, and musket^ 
he carried fifty-eight pounds weight, and had bread 
for four days, biscuit for four days, flour for seven 
days, and sixty musket -charges. 

In his rear there were carriages containing provi* 
sions for six days ; but little dependence could be 
placed on thèse yehicles, which were taken up in the 
différent places which the army came to in the state in 
which they were found, and wkich indeed would bave 
been extremely convenient in a différent country, with 
a smaller army, and in a more slow and regular System 
of warfare. 

When the flour*bag was empty, it was fîUed again 
with any grain that could be procured, and which was 
ground at the first mill that was found on the road 
when any occurred, or otherwise by hand-mills, whioh 
foliowed in the train of every régiment, or were to be 
met with in the villages, for thèse people in fact 
■carcely bave any others. At one of thèse mills the 
labour of sixteen men was required for twelve hour9 
to grind one day's supply of corn for a hunSred and, 
tbirty men. 

In this country» every bouse being provided witk- 
an oven, the army felt but little want in that respect* 
Bakers abounded ; for the régiments of the first corps, 
comprised artisans of every description, so that vic- 
tuals, clothes, every thing, in short, could be prepared 
or mended among themselves in the course of the 
march. They, in fact, constituted colonies combining 
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«irilized wilh pastoral Ufe« The original miggestkm 
was the emperor'if and tha prince oï Eckmnlil acted 
ttpon &i» Opportunitietf situations, and men, had been 
eminently faTonrable to him for accomplishing the 
object ; but tbe otber chiefs had ihese éléments of sac* 
cess leH at thelr disposai. Besides wbich« tiieir more 
impetttous and les» methodicai character would pro«» 
babljr hare prerented their acting on the same plan* 
with any thing like the same adrantage. With m 
genius less organizing and systematical» they had, 
therefore, greater obstacles to sunnount. The em^ 
peror had not paid suflSicient attention to thèse dis* 
tidctions ; and the consequenoes of this n^lect were 
bighly injurions» 



CHAPTER II 

« 

FaoM Slawkowo, a few leagues in adranee of Ilofo* 
gobouje, Napoléon, on the 87th of August, sentordem 
to Marshal Victor, then on the Niémen, to repair lo 
Smolensk. The marshal's left was to occupjr Witepskt 
his right Mohilef, and his centre Smolenak. In that 
position he wottld be able to giye aasiatanoeito fite» Cyr 
if it should be wanted, he would serre as a^oén^** 
d* appui to the army oi Moscow, and would be abte to 
malntain his communications with Lithuania. 

It was also from the same impérial quarters that he 
published the détails of his reriew at Valoutina, de* 
sirotts of informing both the présent âge ajid poeteritjr 
of the names e?en of the pnvate soldiers who had 
there distingu^ihed themselyes. But he added, that 
à% Smolensk ** the condnct of the Pôles had aato* 
nished Ihe Russians, who had been aecustomed %9 
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fl«i|^i8e them/' Thèse words raised among the Polee 
a gênerai burst of indignation ; and the emperor men* 
tally Bnûled at the intended aiid expected exaspération 
"V^hioh he well knew would only redouble their hatred 
and efforts against the Russians. 

In the course of this march he s^emed delighted with 
dating from the middle of Old Russia a multitude of 
decrees which would find their way into the smallest 
French hamlet; wishing to appear présent every» 
where at once» to fill the world more and more with 
his power, through the natural tendency of the human 
mind to extend indefinitely its faculties and views, and 
gratify that ever^growing ambition which begins withi 
t^e pursuit of a child's toy, and ends with aiming at 
the empire of the world. 

It is at the same time certain, that at this period, at 
Slawkowo, so little order was observed around hinif 
that his guard, in order to keép themselres warm 
during the night, aotually burnt the bridge which 
they were appointed to guard, and the only one by 
which he could next day quit the impérial quarters; 
This disorder. however, like numberless others, pro« 
ceeded not from insubordination but from thoughtless*' 
ness ; and the injury was speedily repaired. • 

On the same day Murât pushed the enemy beyon<F 
the Osma, a narrow river, but deep, and with very high 
banks, like the greater number of the rivers of that 
country ; an effect of the melting snows, and which at 
the time of their most rapid and heavy torrents pre* 
vents their overflow. The Russian rear-guard deriv- 
ing protection from what was thus to us an obstacle, 
turned back, and took up a position on the heights of* 
the opposite bank. Murât had the ravine explored, and 
a ford was foùnd through it ; and through this narnrir 
and doubtful défile, he ventured to march against the. 
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RutinftB** sud place hinvelf betwen the tiret tanâ thcb" 
poaitioB^ thnt cutting off Ike pofsibilHy of his tetttMt, 
tmi eonrerting a fkininfh into a despenite engage^ 
teent. la fiictt the aneiny àeBC9nèeà tpon him from 
their heightt in great ftrength, attacked him ivM' 
great rklencei and dfore him baek aknost to the edjge 
ef the tarine, bot neglected to pnirene their adtaivtage 
and precipitate him into it. Bat Mnrat penitted il» 
hia faxLÏtf carried it te its extrême pcrint, and con* 
Terted it into a raccetg. The 4th lancera carried the 
peaiéidn of the RnMians, who wetit €o a ariiall distanea 
ftnriher Ibr a new potiticm, nv^ «aiitfied with karag* 
kad the oppottonity of ftellii^ ne so dearly a quarter 
of a kagne of gronnd Irhîch in the courte of the night 
they wottld hâve gratiiitoutrjf^abÉndoncd to at. 

At the moment of grèateH danger a batterjr cf tfio 
pritMse of EckflMihl reluted td firoé Its conmaadeir 
aUeged hiê inatmctlont whieh prokibited bim« ander 
paài of beâog difmiated the tenrioe, from ^hting 
wkhomt Ml expftsss order from Davouf t. Tbat ord^ 
arrÎTedy according to tomey in good time, bnt to 
oibert, too late* I mention the circnmstance, merely 
beeaiMO thit incident waa the subject of a violent al* 
tercation the next day between Murât and Davoust. in 
the^weenee ùi the emparer himself, at Semlewo. 

The king upbraided the prince with tlow and diia* 
tory circnmipection, and more particularly with a 
hoatility i^ainst him which he dated from Bgypt. Ho 
told him, under the violent impulse of his irritation, 
that tvhatever pertonal différences existed between 
tkem« tiiey had better settle in private, and that the 
armyought not to suffer in conséquence of them. 

DatottSti irritated in his tarn, charged the king with 
temerity« *' His unreilecting ardour," he said^ ^' wms 
ineessaatly coropromising the safety of hit troopt, and 
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iqaandering their ammuaitioat their ttrengtli, «nd 
theiv Hvet* It was high time that the emperor «hoold 
be made acquainted with wbat pasied wbvj day in tba 
auuaageinent of his advanced guard. Bvary momitag 
the enamy had diiiappeared befove it ; but the espe* 
rienoe 06 this faot had produced no change in the order 
of the n>arch. They set off oonatantly at a late houis 
ail on the high road, fonning a single oolumn, and 
prooeeded in this manner oyer the evacuated oonntiy 
till Boon. 

*^ They thMi perceived the r^ar*gnard of the eaeny 
Mady. for action» behind some marshy rayfne, tho 
bvidges over, which they had broken dowA» and whidi 
was commanded by the bank which they occupied* 
The riflenen were imiiiediately engaged; then the 
foremost régiments of cavalry that had corne up ; and 
afterwards the artillery, but most frequently attoo 
great distance» or against the Cossacks who were dis- 
persed over the ground, and who were not worth tha 
expense of the powder. At length» after a numbap 
of vain and slaughterous attempts in front» the king 
utould begin. to. think of better reconnoitring the 
strength of the enemy's position» and of manosuvring. 
He» acconiinglyi then called up his infantry« 

^ After long waiting in this endless oolunn» Him 
FAvine was passed on the right, or on the left of th» 
Bussians» who then retired, still disoharging' their 
pièces tiU they. took up a new position» wbere the aamt 
teiistance and the same mode of mareb and>attack 
led, to just the same losses and deUys. 
. ^* Such was the case with respect to one positioir 
after another» until it happened that they oame ia 
oofitACt with one strooger or better maintained than: 
usual. This was usually about five o'clock» sometinM 
Uter» «eldom^Arlier: but hère the tenacity and oon- 
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fldenee of the Rnstianst and tbe tima of tlia dsjr, 
clewrly indicated that their whole army was on tha spot, 
•od retolved to past the nîght there. 

*^ For it was imposaible not to admit that the retreat 
of the Russians was conducted in truly admirable 
order. The course of it was dictated to them hy the 
nature of the ground, not by Murât. The positions 
Were so judiciously chosen^ taken up so seasonabljt 
and defended successively in such fair proportion to 
their strength and to tbe value of the time which it 
was so mucb and so properly tbe object of the geoetal 
to gain, that their morements seemed in iact to be the 
resuit of a settled and long-mattired plan, traoed ont 
with care, and executed with précision. 

** Thej never abandoned a position till the moment 
when it became certain that they must be beaten if 
they staf ed in it. 

** At night they established themselves, at an earlj 
hour, in a good position ; leaving nône of the troop% 
nnder arms but such as were absolutely necessary for 
its defence, while the rest were taking food or sieep. 

^ So far/' added Davoust, ^^ was the king from 
pro&ting by such an example, that he paid no atten- 
tkn to the hour, nor to the strength of places, nor to 
the* degree of résistance made to hun, but persisted 
in the midst of his riflemen bustlxng and storming in 
front of the enemy's lîne, exploring it almost iïi con- 
tact on ail sides, foaming with beat and passion, and 
▼ociferating his orders with such vehemeiice and fine*- 
quency, that he often absoluteiy lost his voice by i^e* 
peating them, exhausting ail around him, cartriidgé- 
boxes, caissons, men, hor^s, soldiers, and civilians, 
and keepîng ail under arms till night completely oloaed 
around him. 

^Tben it became necessary to suspend their tain 
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exértions against the enexny, and talce up their quarten 
for the night whtte they were. But t'hey no longer 
knew how or where to find the means. It was perfeot 
miâery to observée our soldiers wandering in the dark* 
iiess, gi^oping about for forage and water, for wood, 
stràw, and provisions, and then, unable to find their 
#ay back to tlieir bivouacs, loudly calling out to each 
other for récognition and assistance» almost during 
the whole of the night. They had scarcely time to 
prépare their food, and much less to rest : overwhelmed 
T^îfh exertîon, they cursed the fatigues which they had 
n'6 power to repair, till daylight and the enemy 
again appearèd to kindle them to their habituai ani* 
nia;tîon and pursuit. 

*' Nor was it only the advanced guard that suSered 
in this manner ; it was the whole of the cavalry. Every 
night Murât had left far behind bim twenty thousand 
horsemen on the high road, and under arms. Thia 
long column had remained the whole day without eat- 
ing or drinking, amidst thick clouds of dust, under 
a burning sky, completely ignorant of what was going 
on în front of them, advancing a few paces from one 
quarter of an hour to another, then stopping to de- 
ploy among the growing corn, but without daring to 
drâw the bridies of their faroished horses, as the king 
required them to be every moment on the alert. Thas 
were sixteen dreadful hours consumed in accomplish* 
ing five or six leagues, and more particularly by the 
horses of the cuirassiers, which were more heavily 
loaded than the others, more weak, as the largest 
sized horses generally were, and for which nourish- 
ment, therefore, was moàt necessary. Accordingly 
their frames, formei'ly so powerful and muscular, were 
xiow hoUow and emaciated ; they rather dragged them- 
selves on than marched, and every moment some were 
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•een reelingt and others actuallf i inking under their 
ridera, who instaotly abandoned them as hopeless. 

Davoust concluded with saying, ** that the wbole 
of the caralry would, in thiii manner, in a short time 
perish ; and that Murât might certainly dispose Ok 
them as he pleased ; but that as for the infantry of the 
ilrst corps, while he had the command of it he wonld 
never suffer it to be so prodigally wasted/' 

The king did not remain without reply. The em- 
peror listened to them ; at the same time slowly pnsh* 
ing one of the Russian buUets before him with his 
foot. It appeared as if there was something in the 
misunderstanding between thèse chiefs, notaltoge- 
ther displeasing to him. He ascribed their animosity 
merely Xo their ardour, well knowing that of ail the 
passions glory is the most jealous. 

The impatient fervour of Murât was congenial to 
his own présent feelings. As the troops had nothing^ 
to lîve upon but what they found, every thing^ 
was devoured almost as soon as seen : on this account 
it became necessary to come to an issue with the ene- 
my as soon as possible, and to hasten the pursoit* 
Besides, the gênerai state of Europe was too dange- 
rous, the position in which he stood was too critical, 
to remain long in it, and his own impatience was too 
great ; he was determined to put an end to it at anjr 
price, in order to be relieved from the torture of it« 

The impetuosity of the king, therefore, much better 
corresponded with the object of his own immédiate 
anxiety, than the methodical caution of the prince of 
EckmuhL Accordingly, when he dismissed them, he 
•aid mildly to Davoust, *< that it was impossible to 
combine ail descriptions of merit ; that he knew nraoh, 
better bow to conduct a battle than to pursue a rear*. 
goardt and tliat if Murât had pnrsaed Bagration m 
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Lithuania, thàt gênerai would not probably haye very 
easily escaped/' It is stated, that he even upbraided 
the marshal with a restless spirit, that was eager to 
appropriate every commàud to it8elf,less certainly from 
ambition than from zeal, and merely that affaira might 
proceed with more smoothness and success ; zeal, how« 
ever, carried too far, had its înconvenience&i He 
then dismissed them, enjoining them to be in future on 
better terms. 

The two chiefs returned to their command, and their 
hatred. As no fighting occurred but at the head of 
the column, they disputed with each other the direc- 
tion of it. 



CHAPTER III. 

Oh the SSth of August the army trarersed the vaat 
plains of the govemment of Wiazma. They passed 
hastily onward, ail at a time, over fields, several régi- 
ments abreast, each forming a short and close column. 
The high road was given up to the train of artillery, 
and the hospital waggons. The emperor appeared 
at every part on horseback. Murat's letters, and his 
approach to Wiazma, still flattera d him with the hope 
of a battle. Me was engaged in calculating as he 
went forward how many thousands of cannon balls 
would be required to destroy the enemy's army. v^ ... . 
Napoléon had appropriated a certain station §br the 
baggage ; he had an order published for buming ail 
carriages that should be found among the troops, even 
those which contaîned provisions, for they would hâve 
Impeded the movements of the columns, and in case 
of attack hâve endangered their safety. The carnage 
of gênerai Narbonne; his aide-de-camp, being met 
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ipritli VI Ut parogrei S, he had it set fire to on ihe 8|»ot, 
in the présence of the gênerai, and withont suffiering 
a^y thing to be taken out of it, an order which wa^ 
veiejrslx strict, but whidi seemed severe, becAuse he 
kisuielf copnmenced the exécution of it, which hpw- 
eyer was not rigidly enforced. 

The b^ggage of ail the corps, therefore^ was col* 
lected in the re^ of the army : there was from Doro* 
gobouje a long train of bat-horses, and of carriages, 
çaUed kibicks, drawn with xope traces. Iliese car- 
riages we^re l^oaded with plunder, provisions, nulitary 
effects, men appointed to guard them, sick soldiçrs, 
and the arms both of thèse guards and soldieis, which 
were rusting in them« There were seen in this colnmn 
a number of the tall cuirassiers, who had been dis* 
mounted, and were i;iow riding on horses about the 
size of asses, for they were unable to proceedonfoot, 
tnthw fron the want of ^e, or hom til^e state of th«ir 
hoQlm. Avêong this confiised a^ disorderly ymUitude 
th» Oossa^ks spuight hare nade a^9xif a svccessftil at* 
teck. They might thus hi^ve djeadfi^Uy harassed th^ 
i^nny, and ret^rded its nuurcb. Bat Barclay siscmed 
caMlicos to ayoid disheartening us top much. He coa- 
tended only with oiur advanced guard, ajoà that pnly 
so iar AS be thought be could safely go towards de)ay- 
ing our progress without inducing us Ip abaadon it. 

This détermination of Bai^olay, the ea&ebled stajbs 
of the army, the ^uarrels amoog iis cbiefs, aiii the 
approach of the decisire mpvnent not a little distnrbed 
Napoléon, At Dresden, at Witepsk, and evien ^t 
Smoleask, he had vaiiily been expecting a communie»* 
tioa from Alexànder- At Ribky, about the 28th of 
August, he seemed to ask for it; a letter froa Bes- 
thier to Barclay, not in any other respect remarkable, 
«oodlttded with thèse words : *' The eniperor eon- 
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mands me to entreat you to présent his compliments 
to the emperor Alexander, and to say to him that 
tleither the vicissitudes of war, nor any other circum- 
8 tances, can ever impair tlie friendship which he feels 
for him." 

On that same day, the S8th of Augnst, the advanced 
guard drove the Russians into Wiazma. The army 
rendered extremely thirsty by the march, the heat 
and the dust, was in want of water : a few muddy pools 
ivere violently disputed ; and blows were actually ex- 
changed at the sources, which, however, soon became 
turbid or exhausted ; the emperor himself was obliged 
to content himself with a draught of this puddled 
liquid. 

Tn the course of the night the enemy destroyed the 
bridges of the Wiazma, and, after pillagîng the toivn, 
set fire to it. Murât and Davoust hastened to extin- 

fuish the fiâmes ; the enemy defended them. But the 
(^iazma was fordable near the bridges, and one part 
of the advanced guard soon combat ed the incendiaries, 
and the other the conflagration, which was soon sub- 

dued. 

On this occasion some picked men were sent for- 
ward to the advanced guard, with orders to get as near 
their enemies as they could in Wiazma, and to ascertain 
whether they or our own soldiers were the incendia- 
ries. Their report was such as to dissipate ail the 
emperor's doub'ts respecting the fatal résolution of the 
Russians. 

There were found in this town a few resources, 
which pillage, however, soon wabted. Napoléon, as 
he passed through, observed this disorder. He became 
violently irritated, urged his horse in among the groups 
of his soldiers, struck some, threw down others, and, 
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ordering onc of the luttlert to be seized» be commanded 
that he thottld be mstantly tried and sbot. But tbe 
pieaniog of ancb an order from bim was fully under- 
•tood, and it was well-known tbat tbe mpre violent bii 
anger was, tbe more «peedily it was succeeded by cle« 
mency. Instead, tberefore» ofdepriving tbe offender 
of life, tbose about Napoléon eontented tbemselyes 
witb stationing bim a few minutes after, on bis knees, 
wbere tbe emperor was to pass, witb a woman and 
aérerai cbildren kneeling by bis side, wbo were to 
pass for bis wife and family. Napoléon» who bad 
already tumed bis attention to otber objects, and was 
eompletely cooled, inquired wbat they wanted, and 
readily granted tbe delinquent bis liberty. 

He was stUl on borseback wben be saw Belliard, 
bis companion in arms during fifteen years, and at tbis 
time the bead of Murat's staff, riding up to bim« 
Fainfully surprised at ^rst* be concluded tbat some 
visfortune bad bappened* Belliard instantly made 
bis mind easy on that point, and then proceeded to 
State, ^' tbat beyond Wiazma, on an adyantageous po- 
sition and behind a ravine, tbe enemy bad sbown bim- 
self in force, and ready to engage ; tbat tbe cavalry on 
botb sides bad immediately corne to action, and that, 
tbe infantry becoming necessary, tbe king bad placed 
himself at tbe bead of one of Davoust's divisiona, and 
put it in motion against tbe enemy, wben tbat gênerai 
bastened to tbe spot, and commanded the troope to 
hait, blaming severely tbe intended manœuvre, vio* 
lently reproachîng tbe king witb it as absurd and 
ruinous, and forbidding bis gênerais to obey bim. 
Tbat Murât bad then appealed to bis royal dignity, to 
bis rank in tbe army, and to the urgency of tbe mo- 
ment, but ail in vain: that, at length, therefore, be 
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bad ««nt to déclare to the emperor his dissatisfaction 
with 90 dispoted a commande and to désire he would 
, make his option between bim aud Davoust." 

At thifl intelligence Napoléon was exasperated. He 
exclaimed, *' that Davoust had forgotten ail subordi- 
nafeion ; tbat he disclaimed, it seemed, the authority 
eyen of his brother*in-law, whom he had appointed to 
\^ his lieutenant ;'' and he sent off Berthier with an 
order to place thenceforth under the command of the 
king the division Compans, which was that which 
gave riae to the altercation. Davoust did not attempt 
to défend his conduct on the point of discipline, but 
iither from bis préjudice against the king's habituai 
temerity, or from perverseness of disposition, or in 
conséquence of his having foriped a more correct 
judgment of the ground, and the manœuvres suitable 
10 it, which was by no means improbable, he main 
lained that he was substantially in the right. 

In. the mean time the contest was just over, and 
Murât, whose attention was no longer occupied and 
diverted by the enemy, was now absorbed in his re« 
collection of the quarrel Shut ùp with Belliard, and 
under the conqealment, as it were, of a tent, in pro- 
portion as the words of the marshal returned to his 
memory, his blood almost boiled with shame and in» 
dignation, *' He had been treated with çontempt, 
publioly insulted, and yet Davoust still lived I and he 
should see him again ! Of what benefit to him was 
the emperor's anger and décision against the marshal ? 
He was himself the proper avenger of the insults that 
had been ofFered him ! Whol; signified his royal rank ! 
His sword alone had made him king ; and to that alone 
he would appeal ;" and he instantly seized his arms to 
go and attack Davoust, when Belliard stopped him, and 
objected to him, the peculiar circumstances of the 
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case, the example he ought to furnUh to the tinaj^ 
the enemy at tbe présent moment in fnll flight and 
requiring the most ardent pursuit, and that he cmght 
not to afflict his friends and delight his enenûes, by 
seeking a false and fatal glory . 

The gênerai stated that the king actaally cnrsed his 
crown, and after a time endearoured to swallow the 
affront^ but that tears of vexation flowed from his 
eyes and roUed over his garments. While he was 
thus tormenting himself, Davoust, still persisting in 
his opinion^ said that the emperor had been deceired, 
' and remained tranquil within his quarters. 

Napoléon re-entered Wiazma, where he fomid it 
necessary to stop for a time in order to reoonnoître 
his new conquest and apply it to the best adrantage. 
The intelligence hc receired from the interior of Rossia 
informed him, that theRussian goremment approjyriated 
to itself the crédit of our successes, and endeayoured 
to spread the belief that the abandonment of so many 
provinces, was the effect of a gênerai and previotisly 
adopted plan of retreat. Some papers seized at 
Wiazma stated, that Te Devm had been repeatedly' 
celebrated at Fetersburgh for the victories of Witepsk 
jind Smolensk. He exclaimed in astonishment, ^ Te 
Deumtt They dare, then, to lie not only to men but 
to God !" 

The greater part of the Russian letters that were 
intercepted expressed the same astonishment. ** While 
our towns are in fiâmes,'' was tlie language of onc of 
them, <* we hâve hère nothing but ringing of bells« 
hymns of gratitude, and publications of the triumph of 
our arms. It seems as if we were eager to thank God 
for the victories of the Prench. Thus they lie to the 
air, they lie to earth, they lie with their lips and with 
their pen, they lie to heaven and to earth. Lies afe 
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every where the practice and the fasMon. Q\xx atatea- 
Xù»n treat Russia like a child ; howev^ri thej ^exx^ 
selves show no Uttle credulity in thinking us credulous 
enough to belieye them/' 

Thèse reflections are certainly just, if such gross 
means were actually employed to deceive persons ca* 
pable of writing such letters. And it must undoubt* 
edly be admitted that, although political lies are em- 
ployed more or less by perhaps ail goyernmeok;l;«^ yet« 
when «arried to such an e^f^tent as in the présent in- 
stance, they constitute abitter satire on the go¥C|ïaaff0 
or the govemed, and perhaps, i;ftdeed» on botk. 

During this tii;ne the advanced^guard pursued ibfi 
Russia4A8 as far as GjatBi exchanging with them it feur 
balls» an exchange almost always to the disadvantage 
of the Freach, as th^ Russians took care t^ us^ only 
lox^ pièces, and ix^ich would csirry considerably &l^ 
ther th^n ours. It was mo^eoye^ ramarked, that» in 
the course of their retreat from Smolensk, tbe Russiaii^ 
had neglected to burn the villages and seats laloag 
their route. As they are a people who appeiar %ç study 
effect, they prohably thought thèse çomparatively 
obscure evils would be attended with no advantage 
the conflagration of their cities aj^eared sufficient &^^ 
their porpose. 

This deyigned déviation, however, from their gev 
neral systei^, if the omission in question is to be 
ascribed to such 4esign, like aU similar déviations in 
war, turned oonsider^bly to the avantage of their 
enemies. The Frepchf army found in the villages, 
forage, grain, ovens i^ni shelter. Sorae hâve observed 
in relatioa to tbe présent subject, that ail thèse 
ravages and dévastations were intrusted to the hands 
pf tbe Cossacks^ who Are a species of barbarians, and 
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that tbete wretcHed hordes, either from hatred or con* 
tempt of cirilization, seemed mott highly to gratify 
their larage taste by tbe buraing of the iowns.' 



CHAPTER IV. 

Oir the lit of September, at noon, Murât wom sepa» 
rated from Gjatz only by a coppice of piiies. The ap- 
pearance of the Cost acks obliged him to deploy hia 
foremost régiments ; but 9oon afterwards, urged on by 
■hiB impatience» he calle d up some horsemen, and, after 
iiaving himself driven the Russians from the wood 
which they had occupied, he passed through it and 
'arrived nearly at the gâtes of Gjatz. At this sight 
the French were delighted, and instantly took posses- 
sion of the town as far as the river, which diyides it 
into two parts, and to the bridges over which the 
enemy had already set ûre. 

In this place, as at Smolensk and Wiazma, whether 
from mère chance or originating in some Tartar usage, 
the mercantile or trading quarter was dh the side 
nearest Asia, on the bank opposite to us. The Rus* 
sian rear«guard, therefore, secured by the river, had 
time to bum the ly hole of that quarter. It was only 
the promptitude of Murât that preserved the rest. 

Our troops passed the Gjatz just as they could, on 
rafts, by a few boats, and by means of a ford. The 
Russians had disappeared behind their fiâmes, and the 
fbremost of our light troops were pursuing them, 
when one of the inhabitants came out and ran to- 
wards them, exclaiming that he was a Frenchman. 

His transports and his accent confirmed the trurïi- 
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of bis words ; he was conducted to Davoust, by whom 
he was interrogated. 

According to his statement a complet^ change hal 
ju8t taken place in the Ruasian army. A violent cla- 
xnour agaÎDst Barclay had begun among the troops^ 
which had been loudly echoed back by the nobility, . 
the marchants, and indeed the whole of Moscow. 
'* That gênerai, that minister/' they said, ^* was a trai- 
tor : he caused ail their divisions to be destroyed in 
détail ; he had brought disgrâce on the army by an 
endless flight ! and in the mean time, they were sub- 
jected to the shame of invasion, and their towns were 
laid in a3hes ! If it had been really necessary to dé- 
termine on such voluntary ravage and ruin, at least it 
would hâve been désirable to make the sacrifice them- 
selves : in that there would, at least, hâve been some 
honour, while permitting themselves to be made vie* 
tims by a stranger was losing every thing, even the 
honour of the sacrifice.'^ 

^' But why should they resort to a stranger ? Was 
not the contemporary, the companion in arms, the 
rival of Suwarrow, still living ? Russia was to be 
saved oaly by a Russian 1" Ail called aloud, ail de* 
cided that they must hâve Kutosof and a battle. The 
Frenchman added^ that Alexander had ylelded ; thac 
the insubordination of Bagration, and the universal 
clamour had obtained from him the concession of tne 
required gênerai and battle ; and that, in reality, after 
haying drawn his enemies so far into the country, the 
Russian emperor himself had considered a grand 
struggle as indispensable. 

Finally, he asserted, that on the S9th of Auguste 
between Wiazma and Gjatz, at Tzarewo«zaimizcze, the 
arrivai of Kutosof» and the announcement of a battle 
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fattdbéeil donbly and exquîsitély gratifying, and had 
absolately intoxicated the army \iHth joyl tliat iliey 
liad alllànnefdiately màrchedonto BorodînO, no longer 
oB: the detested System of rétreat, but to station tbem- 
•elVeir on that frontîer of the goremment of Moscow, 
td bindthetttteWes as it weYe on that spot to tlie soil, 
to défend H to thé very utmost of theîr power, in 
short, eîthér ta conquer th'ere or to die. 

An incident, not otherwise worthy of notice, seemad 
to corh)borate fhis intelligence. TÎiis was the arrivai 
of an ôfficér witli a flag of trace. He had so little to 
sà^ Chat it was soon obyious that he came to make his 
obflrenratîons. Davoust was particnlarly dîsgusted 
with the expressîoti of his countenance; which, he 
thought, indicated more than assurance. One of the 
Frènch gênerais having inconsiderately asked this of- 
ficer what they shouM meet wîth betweeki Wiazma and 
Motcow, he stemly replied, " Pultowa.'* This rcply 
announced an intended battle ; it gare pleasure to the 
French, who are fond of sprightly repartee, and gra- 
tifîed by meeting enemies worthy of their prowess. 

The offlcer was escorted back without any précau- 
tion, just as he had been conducted to us. He saw 
that there was no obstacle to penetrating eren so ûlv 
as our head-quarters : he passed throngh onr advanced 
posts without meeting with a single vidette^ and ob« 
senred' everywhere prevaiting the same négligence, 
and the temerity so natural to -Frenchmen and to con*i 
quei^rs. Erery one was asleep ; there was no watcb- 
Word ; there were no patrols : our soldiers seemed to 
regard thèse précautions as too minute, and beneath 
their attention. Why should they exercise any snch 
caution ? They were assailants ; they were victo/s ; 
the Russians were the défensive partir. The olficer 
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remavked aftarwMFdt* that ba wm alroDgljr temytad 
ta taka adTantage thaï y^vy night of oar Imprudaaoat 
but that ao Ruaiiao oorpa was within hk rtaok. 

Oar enenias, in thair haata to bum the bridga 
over tha Gjatz, had abandonad aoma of tba Co§994skêi 
tbaaa wera coadiietad to the amparor, who waa mw 
appvaaohlQg on honabaok. Napolaon raaolyad to 
quattloA them himaalf« Ha callad for hia intarprater« 
and ordarad to ba plaoad at hii sida two of thèse mo* 
dern So3fthian8, wboaa étrange costume and wild phy- 
siogttomy wera strik^ngly ramarkable. In thls man- 
nar he antered and passed through the town of Ojatc. 
The anawers of the tfwo barbarians oorreaponded with 
the communications of the Frenchmao» wbichy during 
thenigbt between the first and aeoond of Angust, ware 
cenfinned byeveryezpMaa from the advanoad poats. 

Thnahad Barolay parsevered down tp the latestno« 
ment possiblof in opposition to the whole amy and Qa« 
tiout in that plan of ratreat which in 1807 he had 
boaated of toone of our gênerais as theonly meana of , 
saving Russia. By us he was highly commended for 
having persisted in this judicious défensive System, 
notwithstanding ail the clameurs of a high-spirited na- 
tion irritated by misfortunes, and before so aggressive 
an enemy. 

He had doubtless committed an error in sufFering the 
enemy to i ui-prise him at Wilna ; and also in not recog- 
nizing the muddy and marshy course of the Berezina, 
as the frontier of Ldthuania ; but it was observed that 
afterwards at Witepsk, and at Smolensk, he had antici- 
pated Napoléon ; that on the Loutcheza, on the Dnie* 
per« and at Valoutina his résistance had been judiciously 
proportioned to times and places ; and that the detailed 
warfare carried on between the combatants, and the ' 
loasea it occasioned» had but too frequently tumed to 
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hÏB ad^antage, every step that he took in retreàt in* 
creasing our distance from reinforcements, and dimi* 
nisbing his own : he had, therefore, well adapted bîa 
neasures to his circumatances in what he had bazarded, 
wliat he had defended, and what he had abandoned. 

And yet this was tbe man who had drawn nponhim^ 
aelf the gênerai censure ! In onr appréhension^ how* 
•veTi this censure carried with it bis highest enlogjr* 
We admired him for having defied the public opinion 
wheh it had decidedly gone astray; for baying coa« 
tented himself with watching ail our motions to tom 
them carefuUy to bis own advantage, and foi heimg 
fully aware that if nations are sayed it nmst freqoentlj 
he in despite of themselyes. 

Barclay during the remainder of the eampaign dis* 
played higher traits of greatness still. That gênerai* 
in-chief, and minister-of-war, who had just had the 
command of the army taken from him to be giyen to 
Kutusofy willingly seryed under the orders of the new 
chief, and obeyed with the same steadiness and aseai as 
he had commanded. 



CHAPTER V. 

At length the Russian army halted. Miloradowitch, 
sixteeii thousand recruits,; and a yast multitude of 
peasants bearing tho cross iind shouting aloud, *^ It is 
the will of God/' hastenedto join bis ranks. We re« 
ceived intelligence that our enemies were brealdng up 
the whole plain of Borodino, fomûng intrenchments in 
eyery part, and apparently resolyed to root tbemselyes 
to tbe soil, and retreat not a step farther. 

Napoléon announced to bis army an approaebing 
battle. He allowed them two days to rest, prépare 
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Iheir anns, and coUeot proyisions. He contented him* 
self with w|rning the detaohments sent off for sup* 
plies» ** that if they were not returned on the morrow 
they woulcl deprive themselves of the honour of fight* 
ing." 

The emperor was then désirons of knowing some- 
thing of the character of his ne w adversary» Kutusof 
vas described to him as an aged warrior whose repu* 
tation had originated yery many years ago in the cir* 
cumstance of his receiving a very singular wound. He 
had since shown nq little tact in arailing himself of 
circumstances, Even the defeat experienced at Ans- 
terlitz, as it had been foreseen by hixn, had increased 
his renown, which had been still farther enhanced by 
his récent campaigns against the Turks. His ralour 
^as unquestionable. But he had been reproached 
with regulating its ezertions by mère personal inte* 
rests : for he was a cool and selfish calc)ilator. H^ 
was dilatory, vindictive, and above ail, artful; the 
genuine Tartar character ! ezercising the greatest pli* 
ability and patience, and displaying the most earess* 
iag attention, while preparing the most implacable 
war. 

He was nore able as a courtier than a gênerai ; but 
he was formidable by his renpwn, and by the address 
with whieh he had increased it and obtained the con* 
eurrenoe of others in it : he had found the means to 
flatter the nation at large, and every individual in it| 
from the gênerai down to the common soldier. 

It was added, that there was, in his exterior^ in hiç 
language, and even in his dress, in his superstitious 
usages, and also in his time of life, a considérable re« 
semblance to Suwarrow ; that he bore the stamp of the 
ancient Muscovite, an airof nationality, which strong^ 
endeared him to the Russians. At Moscow the joy 
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ihat wm Mt at kis nomlMtkm ttonattfd lAmM tô 
^Urimn. Tha inihaWtoiiCi ttopfed to tiftltâott aoft 
«ongrvtnUte cach oAar in tkê itreeto. Tliéjr oMii* 
^rad thonsehaf Mt^« 

After Napoléon had receired thèse sketches of cka* 
racter, sod daapatched Ma ordart,1iaiiniftad Ute «rent 
wkh tkat tnBUfailUtjr which cbaraelévljaa actraâi^i- 
mûry mmâM, Ha emptofad kimaalf la aarreykiff 
^iiia% tke anTÎnma of bis haadHjpianaM* Ha ra^ 
Markad tba adTOooa whieh thajr axkibked in 9grîeàï^ 
fnra ; bvt at Iha aight of tha OjatSt wMdi pm» i«a 
carrant iHo tha W<^, tha aarlj and haUcmd laaUnga 
of gkMy aitparaadad in the miad of the oonfiiéfor of to 
mmaj nren ewery othar santîmaot, êmd ha ai^aaaad 
a leftf cemplaoeiiey in havhig bacooia tha knd of ikoio 
wata» which irara daskined té viait Aaia; aa If tiMjr 
vara puoaaading to annocinea to that qoartar of tho 
-irarld hia fâme and conqaaat, and to opan fbr hi« b 
paasaga into it. 

On tha 4th of Saptambar, tha amiy* itiO diridad 
into tkrea oolanuis, lefi Ojatz and ita enriioM. M nrat 
had adiranced a hw leagaea bafora him. Bioea Ks« 
tusof s arrivai, troopt of Cosaacka had mcassantlyho* 
▼a»d aboat tha haada ol otir colooma. Mnrmt waa 
▼axad at taeii^ hia eavalry compallad to daploy againat 
w weak an obatacla. It ia aaaartad that on tiiia daf, 
nndar ona of tboaa iupulaaa which would hara done 
hononr to tha ttg^ of chiralry, ha dartad aaddenif and 
alone towai^ thair lina, haltad at only a few paaea 
from it, and thara, wanng hia sword, intiniatad hia 
ordara for th«n to wiihdraw with an air and gaatnr» 
IP conmaadiag that the barbaviana inataatlj ratirad 
in aatoaif hmant. 

Thu incident which wa heard ralated almoat imma* 
diately after ita pccurrenca, waa baiieved withoat anj 
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)iesitation. The martial carriageofthat soyereign, thç 
Irillianqrof hischivalric costume, his high renown, and 
)be novelty and suddenness of the scène made this mo* 
inentaiy ascendency appear by no means incredible, 
unlikely as, without a référence to thèse circumstanceS| 
it might appear. For the character of Marat was pre* 
cisely that which might lead to such a resuit : he was 
inelaborateness and splendour of dress a theatrical me» 
narch ; a real one in undaunted valour and unweariad 
activity ; daring as attack ; and always armed with 
that air of superiority, that menacing and terrifie 
audacity, which of ail weapons of ofifence is the most 
efifective. 

He proceeded, however, but a little way farther in 
his march before he was compelled to hait. Between 
Gjatz and Borodino, at Griednewa, the high road sud- 
denly descends into a deep ravine, whence it also on a 
sudden émerges on a vast plateau, Kutusof had com- 
mitted the spécial defence of this spot to Konownitzin, 
who at first maintained his position against the fore- 
most troops of Murât with vigour and success ; but, the 
army having nearly come up with Murât, every mo- 
ment now strengthened the attack and impaired the 
defence. In a very short lime the advanced guard of 
ihe viceroy was engaged against the right of the Rus- 
tians. A charge was made in that quarter by tho 
Italian chasseurs against the Cossacks, who, to the 
surprise of ail, for a moment actually sustained it, and 
were really intermingled with the charging enemy. 

Platof himself has since related that in this a£fair an 
officernearhim was wounded, who, though apparently 
not much surprised at the circumstance, immediately 
ordered the sorcerer who accompanied him to be 
soundly drubbed in the présence of the whole body of 
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Cotfaektt reproadttsg hSm bittorljr for not imnâog 
Hide tiM balU by Ut eoijiiratkniSf af he liaâ bcen es« 
|rMtly cbsrged to do« 

Konownitzin waf orerpowered and wHhàrtWf «nd 
m the 6th his bloody track was followed as far as tiia 
•oomunif xDonaateiy of Kolotfkoi^ a fortified buildîtig 
Ike almoat ail those religioua hcnaes m fenser ag«i| 
tbote Gotbic times, too faromably depictod by vaaaff 
wbeii iitt6ftiDe hoadlitiei raged wîûi fieqnencjr ai wêXL 
as fitry^ aad eren the sacred asylmiis of peace were 
oomreited into stations of war, 

Konownitzin, eaqiosed to an over^fbdadag fbreo 
both on the right and left, did not attempt to nflimtaîo 
bis groond either at Kolètskoi or at<}olowÎBo; bat 
wben the advaaoed guard deboscfaed from tiiat vffiaga 
k found the whole plain infested by tba-Cossacks, tbe 
corn ïïpcAleAf tbe villages sacked, and tbe deTastalni 
gênerai. Thèse were signs wfaich dearly inèicaled tbe 
field of battle irhich Kutnsof was prepanng fixrtbe 
grand army. fiehind thèse ckmds of Scytbians Chcee 
rtUages were pereeiTed, presenting a line of aboot a 
league in lengtL The spaces between tbem, whîch 
were broken by rarines and coppices, were oorered 
with the enemy's riflemen. Hurried away by tbeir 
Hdiitary aidonr» a few of the French cavalry daslied 
into the tery midst of this force» and w^e eut ofL 

Napoléon than made his appearance on an emmaoùf 
Irom which be snryeyed the whole ooantry anmnd widi 
that piercing and oomprebensire yiew cbaraetenatîe 
of conquerors ; that rapid glaœe which sees aH at 
once» aod ail witbout confusu», which pénétrâtes 
through ail obstacles, throws aside ail inferior aaé 
merely accessory circnmstances, seiaes on tlie gvanâ 
point of attention and effort, and tbere fiiees a steady 



ga«e, Hke t^e eagle on tKe qvariy ^m iHiioli 1m il 
going to pounce with ail his atrengtli ittd k)1 hii im* 

pe^osity. 

He knew that about a kagfue in iront of him, al 
Borodino, the Kologha, a ravine river along the baak 
of which he liad advanced for Bome werstSi turxïe^ 
sharply to the left, and in that direction poured ita 
waters into the Mosqua. He concluded that a diain 
of hills could be the only cause that thua fanpeded and 
anddenly changed its course. Those biils, then, irere 
undoubtedly occupied by the enemy, and on that sida 
he would be scarcely assailable. 

But while the centre and the rigfat of that position 
ivere protected by the Kalogha, both banlcs of which 
he followed, the left remained uncovered by it. 

The maps of the country were Insoffident to glve 
t%e desired information: however, as the ground 
necessarily inclined on the side of the principal stream» 
vrhich indeed was largevt only becauie it wai lowest^ 
it was clear that the ravines which djadiarged their 
Waters into it muait rise and beoome more shallow, and 
gradually more unimportant and indistinct» in prcH 
portion to their distance f rom the Kalogha. Bemdes, 
the old road from Smolensk, which is on its right» 
clearly pointed out their origin. Why should that road 
hâve been ever carried to such a distance fî*om the 
principal stream, and consequently from the most fer* 
tile and habitable spots, but with a view to avoM 
ravines and the hills which they traversed. The de* 
mouBtrations of the enemy corresponded with the oon* 
dusions thus derived from his own expérience! They 
liad applied few précautions, few means of résistance 
in front of their right and their centre ; but in front of 
their left were posted vast numbers of troops ; pecuUar 
care had been obvioasly taken to tum to advantage 
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0very chance of aiding iti defence that wa« affordc| 
hj the ground ; and finaliy, thej had constmcted tbera 
a formidable redoubt. That, therefore, was their weak 
aide, as they had ettployed so much anxiety and effort 
in protecting it. Moreover, this redoubt was formed 
ion the flank of the high road, and that of the grand 
army. Every thing, therefore^ indicated that it waa 
liecessary to carry this, if we meant to adrance farther. 
Napoléon accordingly gave orders for that purpose. 

How inadéquate are words to express the keen and 
oomprehensive yiews of genius ! ' 

The villages and woods were inunediately taken 
possession o£ On the left and in the centre were the 
army of Italy, the division Compans, and Murât ; oa 
the rigbt Poniatowski. The attack was gênerai ; fof 
the army of Italy and the Polinh army appeared ai 
once on the two wings of the grand impérial colunuv 
Thèse three niasses drove back the Russian rear« 
gnards upon Borodino, and the struggle was concca* 
trated on one point. 

This curtain being removed, the first Russian re^ 
doubt was discovered. Too detached in advance of 
the left of their position, it defended it without bein^ 
defended by it. The nature of the ground ha4 
rendered this insulation of it compulsory. 

Compans skilfully availed himself of the undulationg 
of the ground ; its elevated points served as platforms 
for his cannon from whi^h to batter the redoubt, and 
as a shelter for his infantry, where he might range 
them in columns of attack. The dlst marched fore- 
most, and the redoubt was taken at the first onset, and 
at the point of the bayonet ; but Bagration sent rein- 
forcements which rètook it. Three times did the Ist 
wrest it from the possession of the Russians, and three 
.times were they driven from it by them. At lastt 



however, they^ xnaintaîned their conquest, although 
covered with bloodt «nd iwcrlj balf of them destroyed. 

On the next day when the emperor passed this régi* 
mertt In review» hé tnfilrtfd wliere Us Sd battalion 
waa» *« It il in tkt redoubt," repli#d the oolonel. 
Bttt ihjb oonflict did not step Ihare : a neighbouring 
wood wa« still twamii^ wHli Runian riflexnea who 
were ewzy iatftttit qiutting their àiykiai, and renew- 
ing their attaeks» which were lupported by three di- 
visione. At leagfth Ae attaok of Schewardino 1^ 
Morand, and that of the wooda of Elnia by Peniatowskl» 
completely diiheartened Bagration's troopi« and Mu- 
rat's cavalry awept the plein. It was principaUf 
through the efforCs of a Spaniih régiment that our 
enemies were repulsed ; they gave way ; and the re« 
doabt which had been their advanced post then became 
jOurs, 

At the same time the emperor ^appointed iti atation 
to erery corps ; the remaxndér of the anvy enteved in 
line, and a gênerai diicharge of email Anna inter» 
rupted by the firing of some cannon took place. It 
continued till each party had fiaced ite limit» and till 
night rendered ail aim uncertain. 

One of Davouet's régiments -then made an effort to 
take its rank in the foremost Une. Deceired by the 
darkness it passed that line, and marched into the yerjr 
znidst of the Russian cuirassiersi who furiously ait- 
tacked it, threw it into disorder, carried off three of 
its cannon, and took and killed three hund^ed meot 
The rest immediately formed in platooOi constituting 
a somewhat irregular mass, which, however, defended 
itself on every side with steel and fire. The enemy 
were unable now to penetrate it ; and with seriouslfr 
diminished nmnbers, it wae enabled at leng^h to gain 
the station it had so anfbrtunately missed 
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CHAFTER VI. 

Thb enperor eneamped bebind the army of Italf cm 
the left of tbe high road ; the old guard having formed 
in iqnare around hii tonts* Af soon as the discharge 
of small-anns had ceased, the fires were kindled* On 
the side of the Rnssians, they ezhibited a yast and 
uniform semidrcle of flame : on ours a pale, uneqaal 
and interrnpted light, as the troops reached the 
place not till late, in great haste, and anacqaainted 
with the ground, where nothing had been prepared for 
them, and where there was a great deficiency of wood^ 
more particularly in the centre and on the left. 

The emperor slept but for a short time. General 
Caulainconrt arrived from the captured redoubt. Not 
a single prisoner had fallen into our hands ; and Na« 
poleon much surprÎHed asked a great number of ques- 
tions. ** Had not bis cayalrj, then, charged at tbe 
proper moment f Were the Russians determined either 
to conquer or die V He was answered ^' that they had 
been wrought up to a state of fanaticism by their cUefs» 
and that, being accustomed to fight with the Turks 
who destroyed ail their prisoners, they would rather 
be killed than surrender." The emperor on hearing 
fhis fell into a profound méditation ; and concluding 
that a battle of artillery would be the surest he de« 
spatched numberless orders to hasten on those parks 
which had not yet joined. 

On that night a thin cold rain began to fall, and 
autumn prodaimed its arrivai by violent gpists of wind. 
This was one enemy more, and was by no means to be 
eonsidered an unimportant one ; for this season of the 
year corresponded to the stage of life on which Na- 
poléon was now entering ; and the influence of the 
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seasons of the year on the limilar seasons of life is ge* 
nerally known. . 

On that night what various agitations existed ! Tli6 
Boldiers and officers were busily éngaged in preparing 
their arma, inrepairing their clothes, and in struggling 
with cold and hunger, for their life was now become 
an incessant struggle. The gênerais, and eren the 
emperor himself» felt no little appréhension lest th^ 
success of the preceding day should hâve disheartened 
the Russians, and they might hâve availed themselves 
of the night to steal away from their position. Murât 
had etrongly predicted that resuit from it ; and several 
times during the course of the night their fires wevt 
fancied to be on the wane, and the sounds of their 
retreat seemed to fali upon the listening and iiratohful 
ear. Howeyer, the light of the enemy's bivouacs was 
eztinguished only by that of the retuming day. 

For once there was no occasion to go far in searcb 
of them. The sun of the 6th of September Yose agaia 
upon the two armies, and exhibited them to each othe^ 
in the same position in whioh the preceding day had 
left them. This excited among us a gênerai joy. At 
last, this desultofy, languid, and vagrant war, by 
which our efforts had been wasted and paralyzed, in 
which we had hitherto only been plunging daily more 
and more into difficulty and danger, would be brought 
to a conclusion ! we oould now feel the ground under 
our feet ! we had nearly reached the goal ! the day of 
décision had arrivedl 

The emperor took advantage of the earliest dawn 
to adyance between the two Unes, and examine, by 
passing over à succession of eminences, the wholto 
front of the enemy's army. He obsevyed the Russiani 
in possession of ail the heights on a semicirole of two 
leagues extent from the Mosqua to the old Moscow 



roêd, Tb«ir rigbt bordered tbe Kalogliav frma wliere 
it diicharges ittelf intotbe Motqua as far asBorodino;. 
(beir centre, fromOorcka to Semenowska, formed tbe 
talient part of tbeir Une. Tbeir rigbt and tbeir left 
reoeded» Tbe Kalogba rendered tbeir rigbt unaesail* 
able. 

Tbe emperor inetantly pereeived tbit; and, ae &om 
itt dietanee it wae not more formidable tban it vru 
Tolnerable, be paid no attention to it. He conaidered 
tbe Rueeian army, to far ae be wae now to deal witb* 
itt M begiuning only at Gorcka^a village buiit on tbe 
bigb road, on tbe point of a lerel beigbt wbicb corn* 
mande Borodino and tbe Kalogba* Tbia ibarp pro* 
jection ie tuioroiinded by tbe Kalogba and by a deep 
and marriiy rarine, Its elevated creet^ to wbicb tbe 
bigb road monnte from Borodino, wae ftirongly in« 
trencbed, fonning a woric apert and detacbed on tbe 
rigbt of tbe centre of tbaRuseiane^ of wUeb it consti- 
tHiied tbe extremily* 

On ite left, and witbin reaeb of ite Aie, tbere wae 
an eminence wbidi command e d tbie plein* wbieb wae 
crowned witb a formidable redoubt baving twenty^one- 
piecee of eannoo* Tbe Kalogba and eome ravinée 
earronnd it in front and on ite rigbt, iti left inclined 
towarde and tupported itself on a long and wide.p^ 
tmu$Ûïe foot of wbicb rested in a muddy ravine wbicb 
penre ite ttream into tbe Kalogba* Tbe orett of tbie 
plateau^ covered wi& Rnaeiann, gradually loweradaad 
receded &r a long way towards tbe left, in front çS 
tbe grand army ; it tben rose again till it reaobed the 
•tili emoking ruuM of tbe village of Semenowska. 
Tbat ialient point terminated tbe command of Barclay, 
and tbe enemy'e centre. It wae armed witb a etra^g 
battery, covered by an intrencbment* 

Heie began tbe command of fiagradont and tbe left 
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wing of the Russiana : the less elevated crest irhich 
it ocoupied diminished and receded gradually as fat as 
Utitza, a village on the old Moscow.road, where the 
field of battle ended. Two hiliocks armed ^vith re* 
doubts, and in a diagonal direction with the intrenoh- 
mentof Semenowskawhich flanked them, indicated the 
front of Bagration. 

• ' From Semenowska to the wood of Utitza there was 
an open space of about twelve hundred paces. It was 
the nature of the ground that determined Kutusof ta 
refuse his left. For at this spot the raVine in which 
the plateau of the centre terminated just commenced ; 
it constituted only a very slight impediment; the 
slopes of its banks were easy of ascent, and the sum- 
mils, which wore well adapted for artillery^.were at a 
distance from its brink. This side was decidedly the 
fnost accessible* since the redoubt of the 61st, which 
that régiment had carried the daybefore, could no 
longer défend the approaches to it. Thèse approache9 
were even favoured by a. wood of large pine-trees 
which extended from the conquered redoubt as far as 
the one which appeared to terminate the Russian line. 

But their left wing did not stop there. The empe« 
ror knew that beyond this wood was the old Moscow 
road, that it turned round the left wing of the Rus- 
sians, passed behind their army, and rejoined at length 
the new Moscow road before Mojalsk. He concluded 
that this must be occupied by the enemy ; and in fact 
Tutchkof, with his corps d'armée^ was stationed across 
it at the entrance upon a wood ; he was protected by 
two heights which he had planted with artillery. 

But this was of iittle conséquence, because between 
this detached corps atid the last Russian redoubt, there 
was a space of five or six hundréd toises in extent, 
and a covered ground, If| therefore, no attempt were 

Vol. « A 
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itoade in the 6ni initance U> OTerwhêlm Tntchkof^ 
tïAght yet occapy this space, pass between him and 
the latt redottbt of Bagration, and take the left wing 
of the enemy in flank. The emperor, howerer, eonU 
not completely satisfy himself on thia point, as hif 
^rogresfl and his suirey were now ttopped by woodt 
and by the Rnssian advanced posta. 

Haring concluded his reconnoitring, he formed his 
décision. *^ Eugène/' he said, ** shonldbe thepirot! 
the battle mnst be begnn by theright. As soon aronder 
the protection of woods it shall hâve carried the re- 
doubt opposêd to it, it mnst tum to the left, and 
maf ch on the Russian flank, overthrowing and driy^ng . 
back their whole army upon their right and into the 
Kalogha/' 

Haring thus determined on his gênerai plan, he 
employéd himself on the détails. In the course of the 
night, three batteries, of sixty pièces each, mnst be 
opposed to the Russian redoubt, two In front of their 
left, and the third in front of their centre. As soon 
as daylight broke, Poniatowski and his army, now 
reduced to five thousand men, mnst advance npon the 
old Smolensk road, tuming the wood on which the 
French right wing and the Russian left wingwere 
supported. He would flank the one and harass the 
other ; and the first discharge of his cannon shonldbe 
the gênerai signal for battle. 

The whole of the artillery were then to poar npon 
the left of the Rubsians ; and as soon as this fire had 
made sufficient breaches in their ranks and redonbts, 
Davoust and Ney were to precipitate themselves into 
thèse openings, supported by Junot and his Westpha* 
lians, by Murât and his cayalry, and lastly by the 
emperor himself with twenty thousand gnards. llie 
first grand efforts were to be dirècted againstthe two 
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r^doubts ; through them they must force a passage 
iiito the enemy's arxny, which, then mutilated and dis» 
jointed, woald bave their centre and their right un* 
covered, and nearly surrounded. 

However, as the Ruasians appeared in redoublée 
masses in their centre and on their right, nenacing 
Ibe Moscow road» the only line of opération of the 
grand anny ; and also as, while throwing bis principal 
forces and biinself on their left, Napoléon must place 
the Kalogha between himself and that road, wbich 
would be his only œeans of retreat, he considered it 
.Aecessary to reinforce the atmy of Italy which was in 
occupation of it, and accordingly added to it two of 
Dayoust's divisions and Grouchy^s cavalry. As for 
his left, he thought that one Italian division, and the 
Bavarian cavalry, together with that of Ornano, about 
ten thousand men, would be sufficient for its protec* 
tion. Such were the plans of Napoléon. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Tkb emperor was on the heights of Borodino, takîng 
one last survey of the destined field of battle, which 
confirmed him in the judiciousness of his plan, when 
Davoust hastily approached him. The marshal had 
just beenezaminiug the left of the Russians, and with 
the more attention and minuteness, as it was the scène 
oa which he had been appointed to act, and as he 
somewhat mistrusted his eyes. 

He reqnested the emperor to leave with him his five 
divisions, which were thirty-ftve thousand strong, ttnd 
to join with them Poniatowskî, who was too weak to 
turn the enemy with his own corps alone. He would 

Sas 
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theiif the next day, net in motion thb mass of forcer ; 
he would conceal his march under the last shadet of 
night and by means of the wood against wbich tbe 
left wing of the Rusdians sapported itself^ which by 
taking the old road from Smolensk to Moscow-he 
would passy and then tuming fuddenly round, be 
would, by a rapid manœuvre, deploy on the flank and 
rear of that wtng forty thouiand French and Pôles* 
There, while the emperor would give employmentto 
the Russians in front by a gênerai attaok, he woold 
ruifh on from one redoubt to another, from reserve to 
reterre, driving back and overthrowing ail before bim 
from left to rigbt on the bigh road to Mojabk, where 
an end would thus be put at once to the Russian army, 
the battle, and the war* 

The emperor listaned to the marsbal witb great at« 
tention. But after silently conaidertng the proposi- 
tion for a few minutes, he said, *' No 1 it is too exten* 
sive a movement ; it would put me too much out of my 
way, and would occasion me the loss of too much 
time/' 

The prince of Eckmubl, however, in full confidence 
of the value of bis plan, persisted ; be pledged bim* 
self to bave accomplisbed bis manoeuvre before suc in 
tbe morning ; and affiirmed that in tho course of an boar 
after tbe greatest part of tbe expected resnlt would 
be produced. But Napoléon somewhat vexed by tbis 
persévérance and opposition, exclaimed rather sbarply, 
^ Ah ! you are always for tuming tlus enen^ • It is 
too dangerons a manœuvre V Tbe marsbal after tbis 
check was silent ; and sqon afterwards retumed to bis 
post, murmuring against a prudence wbich he thoagbt 
jiot a little unseasonable, to wbich be bad been by no 
means accustomed, and wbich be could not conjecture 
what to attribute to» unless, possibly, Napolcson migbt 
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|mye becoma less enttrpriaing in oonsequence of so 
many allies looking on whote fidelity he had some 
reason to diitrust, of the great réduction of his army, 
of a position so remote from France, and also of the 
sdTance of âge. 

The emperor, having fbrmed his décision, had re* 
entered his camp, when Murât, wliom the Russiaas 
had so often deceived, endeayoured to persuade him 
that they Tvould still retreat before they actually fought. 
In vain was it that Rapp, who had been despatehed to 
observe their aspect and indications, stated on his re* 
tam, that they were more strongly intrenching them* 
selves ; that they were numerous, ardent, and app»» 
rently determined rather to midce an attack, if they 
should not bè anticipated in one, than to retreat.> 
Murât stitl persisted ; and the emperor, in no littlo 
agitation, retumed to the heights of Borodino. 

Thenoe he perceived long and black columns of 
iroops covering the high road, and spreading them» 
selves over the plain, then vast convo3r8 of provisioiif 
and ansmunitioû waggons, in short ail those arrange- 
ments whiob announce an intended stay and « battle. 
At ihis nuiment, although he had taken very fbw at^ 
tendants in orderto avoid attractingtohim theenena]r*a 
£re, he was recognised by the Russian batteries, and 
the discharge of one of their canwon broke the silence 
of the day. 

ïbr, as is frequently the case, nothing was so calm 
as the day which preceded that grand battle. Itww^ 
M it were, anunderstoodcase I Why should the pkvrties 
infiict on each other any useless^vil ? Would not to* 
tnorrow décide ail doubts and' difficulties 7 Besidns', 
toach side waa under the neeessity of making its pre» 
parations, The différent corps had their arms, their 
numbers, their ammunition to look to ; they had to 

8a8 
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ooUect togetber ail tlie rarums articles ezclntirelf 
tfaeirs, which a nuurch alwajt more or les» déranges* 
The gênerais had to make themselves acquaioted re«. 
ciprocallf with their.disposUious for aUack, defesoe^ 
or retreat, in order to combine their opérations cor-, 
rectly, and adapt them to the nature of tbe groondt 
and Ihat they might leave as little as possible to tbe 
detennination of chance. 

Thus, préviens ly to tbe commencement of tbeir 
dreadful conflict, did thèse two colossal powers observe, 
eaofa other's movements with the utmost aitteatioUf 
measure each other with glances of keen inspectkmt 
and prépare in silence for the tremendoos sbock. 
• The emperor, now no longer entertaining the sligbt- 
est dottbt about a battle, rettimed to bis tent to die* 
tate the order of it. There he meditated on the se- 
riousneas and criâcal nature of bis position. He had 
suryeyed the two armies, and considered them nearly 
equal; about a hundred and twenty thousand men, 
and six hundred pièces of cannon on each side. The Rus*, 
sians had the advantages of position, of one common 
language* of one uniform, of being a single natkm» 
£gbting in a common cause ; but had too many irregular 
troops and recruits. The French had anequal numbex 
of men, but vgiote soldiers ; for the retums of bis 
corps had just been delivered in to him : he had before 
bim the account of the strength of each division ; ^nd* 
as in the présent circumstances it was not a case of a 
review or of rations, but of a battle, on tbis occaskm 
the statements were not overcharged. I£s army was 
reduced, it wav true, but it was sound, active, v%o-» 
TOUS, and abonnded in those maïUy forms which, after 
losing the roundness and fuUness of youth, dbplay 
outlines of a more masculine and mature character. 
< . For tbe several.days, bowever, that he had marche4 
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in the midst of them, he had remarkèd the lilence' 
obserred by them ; the silence of solemn expectation, 
01 of great aatonishment ; like that of nature at the 
moment of an impending storm ; or like that of im- 
mense crowds exposed to some commoh and over* 
whelming danger. 

He felt that they wanted rest of some description 
or other, and that they could obtain none but.either by 
death or yictory : for he had placed them under so 
ux^ent a necessity to conquer that they were obliged 
to triumph at any cost. The temerity of the position 
into which he had brought them was évident ; but he 
well knew that, of ail faulis, this was one which 
Frenchmen would be most ready to pardon ; in short* 
that they felt no want of confidence either in them» 
selves, or him, or the gênerai resuit, whateVer miglit 
be the indiyidual affliction or loss attending it 

Besides, he depended upon their habituai pursuit 
and insatiable appetite for renown, and in some degree 
eren upon their curiosity. Undoubtedly they must be 
eager to see Moscow, to be able to say that they had 
been there, to receive the recompenses of which the 
distribution had been promised there, possibly eren to 
pillage there, but abore ail to find repose there. He 
had no longer seen enthusiasm, but he had seen some- 
thing firmer and better r an entire faith in his guiding 
and guardian star, in his genius, in their own superi- 
ority to the enemy, and the lofty assurance which 
conquerors feel in the présence of the conquered. 

With his mind under the impression of thèse feelingt 
be dictated a proclamation, simple, serions, and frank, 
such as suited the circumstances of the crisis, and wai 
well adapted to men who were not now about to make 
their début in war^and who after such yarious 8u£Fer« 
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isfa and icrrioet eoald be eontiderad as waatiiig do 
Artificial •tiamlut to Antj» 

Aoeordii^ly, he sppesled mefvljr to ^ ftaion of 
thote he addrwted» or to their tniê interMt, whidi in 
hct if prociielj the Muno iHdng, He ended wkh s 
référence to glory, the only passion to which he eooU 
a|»peal in thèse déserts, the last and highest of noUe 
nMytires hy which h was possible to impress the minds 
ef soldiers «Iwaya TÎctorious, enlightened hy an ad» 
Tanced State of drilisation, and s long and actire ex* 
periènes ; in Bhort, of ail gênerons iUnsiens the onlf 
eœ which thef eonld hare hrooght unimpalred io snob 
a distance* At a fntnre period this harangae will he 
deemed admirable. It was worthy of the chief and of 
the anuy. It did honoor to them botb. 

*< Soldiers/' said he, ^ yon hâte now befere jcm the 
battle w^iicb yon hare sa leng desired. From thii 
moment the rictory dépende iqpon yearsel^es* It is 
neeessary 1er us; it will. bring ne abondanci^ geod 
winter-qoexters» and a speedy retam to oor e^iMry* 
Act as yeu did at AnstnrUiz, Fsiedbnd^ Witefah and 
Smolendt; and let remotest posteriÉf aitayearee»- 
duct on this day. Let it be said of eaekof yon, ^ He 
was a( the greaU battle underdie Walledf Mœcow/ '' 



CHAFTER VUL 

AaoeT the middle of that. day Napcdeen had renûried 
aaeslraordinajymarementiatheenenijr'soan^ The 
whole Rnssian army were standing and wnàet arme» 
Kntwsef, sncnmnded with «Utheipomp of religions 
and military inêigmuf advaacsd into tbe midiit >ef 
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them. He had inducéd the popes and archimandrites 
to appear in their mo8t costly and splendid garments» 
which they had inherited from the Greeks. They 
walked before him in solemn procession, carrying the 
revered symbols of religion, and above ail that sacred 
image so recently the protectress. of Smolensk, and 
which was said to hâve been withdrawn by nothing les» 
than a. miracle from the profanations of the sacrile* 
gious French. 

When the Russian saw his soldiers wrought up to 
the desired pitch by this extraordinary spectacle, he 
raised his voice; he addressed them on the subject of 
heaven, the only country which slaves can be considère^ 
as having left to them. In the name of the religion 
of equality he endeavoured to excite the serfs to dé- 
pend the property of their masters ; but it was more 
especially when exhibiting that sacred image to their 
view that he inyoked their courage and roused their 
indignation. 

'* Napoléon, according to hini, was a univeraaLdea^ 
pot ! the tyrannical disturber of the world l a misérable 
worm ! an arch-rebel, who 0Terthi*ew their altars and 
defiled them with blood, who exposed the ark of the 
Lord, represented by the holy image, to the profana- 
tion of men, and to the severity of the seasons.'* 

He then directed the attention of his hearers to their 
towns laid in ashes ; appealed to their regard for their 
wiyes and children, added a few words about their em*^ 
peror, and concluded by invoking their piety and their 
patriotism. Thèse virtues were in those ignorant and 
uncivilized people, who had not advanced beyond sen* 
sations, mère virtues of instinct ;> but possibly, on this 
yery account, such men might be better soldiers; less 
diverted from habits of obédience by reasoning ; con- 
fined by slavery within a narrow circle in which they 
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met reduced to a imall nommer of tentatioiM wliicb «r» 
the only fonrcat of wants, def trot f and ideaa. 

Thay are, morcover, proud front Ae want of compa- 
ritoiif and credoloiu ai they are prood from ignorance ; 
adorers of iraagef , and thut, as far as chritdans ean be 
ao« idolaters; for obristîanity» which it a religion of 
fhe mind and heait, they hare made entirelj phytical 
and material, to bring it witbin tbe range of tbeir 
•eareely nx>re tban bratal capacity. 

The folemnity, bowerer of the spectacley Uieir com- 
nander't diacoaree, tbe exhortations of the ofRcers^ 
and tba bénédictions of tbeir priests, bad tbe effeet of 
combining fanaticism with courage. AU présent, down 
lo tbe lowest in tbe ranks, considered thernselyes as 
eonsecrated by God bimself to the defence of bearen 
and tbeir sacred $oïi. 

Witb r^ard to tbe Frencb no religions or military 
fomp, no review, no means of stimnlating tbe feelings 
by awfîil or splendid pageantry were employed. Eren 
tbe address of tbe empeior waa not distribated tiU 
Tery late, and wbm read in tbe moming so near tbe 
commeneement oi tbe battle, tbat nnmben were en* 
gaged before tbey eould hear it. In tbe nem tfane, tbe 
RiissianSykindled as tbey oogbt naturaUy to bare been 
by tbe most animating motives, invoked in addition to 
overy tbing else, tbe sword of Micbaet, tbns borrowing 
tbeir strengtb, as tbey tbongbtt ffom ail tbe powers 
ef beaven ; wbile tbe Frencb, far tfaeirs looked only to 
tbeniselTes, persnaded tbat men's real strengtb exists 
in tbeir bearts, and tbat in tbem alone the oelestial 
army is to be songht and fonnd. 

It bappened by mère chance tbat on this day tbe 
•mperor bad received from Paris the portrait of tbe 
kiag of Rome, of tbat cbild wbom tbe empire had 
iroleomed into tbe world like the emperpr bimself, witb 
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the same transports of J07 and hope. Since thaï 
period, in the interior of the palacei Napoléon had 
been observed every succeeding day abandoning him^ 
self to the expression of the most patemal affection for 
this ohild ; and adcordingly when, in régions thus re* 
mote, and amidst ail themenacing préparations around 
him, he beheld the image of this objeet of his fond at» 
tachment, his martial spirit meltied at the view ! Hi 
himself exhibited the picture in front of fais tent, and 
called np his ofiicers, and efven aome of the soldiers of 
his old guardf désirons of haying tiieSe vétéran grena* 
diers sympathise in hisemotiont eager to introduce bip 
private family to his military one, and to disj^ay in 
this erisis of danger so aafanatâng a symbol of hope. 

In the eyening one of MarmonC's aidais-de-campi 
who had beeti sent firom the field of battlo ajt Sala» 
manca, arrived at tbat of the Mosqua. It was no other 
than Fabvier, who bas sinee so distinguish^d lùmseif 
in our domestic dissensions. The çfPperor gave a 
gracions réception to the aids«de»canip of the ran» 
quished gênerai. On the ère of a battit so uncertain 
he felt inclined to look with lenity on a. defeat ; hé 
Ustened to ail that was said re83peoting the disperSed 
State of bis forces in Spain, and on the number of 
gênerais in cbief there ; and admitted the tnith of ail ; 
but he also assigned fais reasôns, which, howerer» do 
pot require to be noticed hère. 

Nigbt now retnmed, and together with it the ap» 
préhension tbat the Russian anny might yet eseape 
from the field of battle. This appréhension prevented 
or intemipted Napoleon's sleep. He repeatedly called 
ont to know tbë honr, to inquire whether any soundi 
indicatiye of retreat had been heard, and to send 10 
ascertain whether the enemy still eoittinned in front of 
him. So strong had his doubts betn on this snbjéel 
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tbat, on occasion of distribnting his ])roclaaiAt3onf 
he ordered that it should not be réad till the following 
nx>rning, and in case there should actaally be a battis. 
Being, howereri for a short time, satisfied npon 
this sttbject, anxiety from an opposite source again 
assailed him ; this was the dreadful destitution of his 
soldiers. Weak and almost famished as they were« 
how could they sustain so dreadful a shock ? In this 
danger he viewed the giiard as his only resource. Hé 
seemed to consider that as a guarantee for both armies* 
He sent for Bessieres, on whom he had more reliance 
than on any other of his marshals for the management 
îand oommand of it. He wished to know if nothing 
were wanting to that sélect reserve ; he several tîmes 
<îaUed him back when retiring, and repeated his urgent 
questions. He ordered that those vétérans should 
hâve immediately distributcfd among thèm three days' 
supply of biscuit and rice, to be taken from their re« 
serve waggpns; and finally» fearful of not being 
obeyed, bé rose and inquired himself of the grenadiers 
of his guard at thé eiltrance of his tent, whether they 
had received this supply. Being answered in the 
affirmative» he re-entered and composed himself to 
•leep. 

In a short time, however, he ealled again. His 
aide*de-camp found him with his head resting on his 
hands. From the remarks he made, he seemed to be 
reflecting on the vanity of human glory. ** What, in 
fact was war ? It was the occupation of barbarians, 
ihe whole art of which consisted in being the strongest 
on any given point !" He then complained of the in* 
constancy of fortune^ which he observed he was then 
«himself beginniog to expérience. Then appearing to 
recur to more consolatory and animating thoughts, he 
adverted to what had been told him on the dilatoriness 
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âiid ifef ligénefe of Kututof, and ezprentfd astôaitth*' 
ment that fieningsen had not been preferrad to hinw 
He next reHerted on his own highly critical citcum* 
étattcef, and added, " It will be an evenrfal daf f « 
dreadful battle !" He aeked Rapp, whet&er he thought 
tfaey ihoald gain tbe victory ? ^* Undoabtedly,'* replied 
Rapp, ** but it trill be a bloody one !'' On which Napo* 
kon remarked, '* I knovr it ; bat I hâve eighty thocraïaiid 
ifnen. 1 shall lose twenty thousand of them, and with 
nncty thonsand shall enter Moscow. The straggleir» 
will there rejoin us, and afterwardt the battaliona o# 
recniits now on their march, and we shall be stronj^er 
than before the battle."' 

He appeared not to comprehend either his guard or 
his cayalry in this oalcuiaition. Then, his former 
subject of uneasiness again recurring to his mind, he 
éent once more to ewamine the appeavanor and attltudet 
of iSie R«8s4ans> andt(rorâ was brought hhn that their 
fire» were still bright atnd foil, and that^jiMlging from 
the number éf thétti $uA the moviilg'shadows before 
fhem» there could Wno doabt tfaat it was not merely 
a rear-guard bat aa entité army that oceupied the 
ground. The eoatinued pi^psenoe of the enemy tram* 
quiUisBed his mind ; and he again sought for rest. 

The marohet, howerer, which he had just made with 
his army ; the harassing fatigues of the precedix^ 
iiights and days^ so* many anxious cares» so momen- 
tous a suspense had weighed heavily upon him. The 
oold air had checked his perspirattion : and he laboured- 
under an irritating fever, a dry eoug^, and extrême 
thirst. For the remainder of the night he endeayoured 
ia vaia ta qusnch its vi<^eace. This new attack of 
disease became compliosted with his old oomplaint }> 
ht on the preceding day he had been eeiaed with a fir 
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oiihat painfttl malady hy which his lift had been fo 
bug afflicted and tlireatened. 

At length fire.o'clock arrived. Ona of Ney'a office» 
came to announce that the marshal had ihe RumUds 
f till in TÎeW, aitid to reqaest leave to begxn the attack* 
This intelligence appeared to restore to the emperor 
hii ftrengthf which the fever had mnch redneed. He 
immediately rose, snmmoned his officers around him, 
and, leaving his tent, exclaimed, ** At last we hâve 
them ! Marchi We will to-day open for oorselres 
the gâtes of Moscow l" 
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It was half-past five in fhe moming when Napoléon 
arrived near the redoubt which was captured on the 
5th of September. There he waited for the first 
beams of day and the first sonnds of Poniatowski's 
opening fire. The day appeared, and the emp^or 
pointing to the east saidto his officers, ** There is the 
sun of Ansterlitz/' But its rayft came .directly in our 
faces. It rose on the side of the Russians, giving a 
cleamess of object to their aim, and dazzling us. It 
was then discovered that, in the darkness, the bat« 
teries had been so stationed that the enemy was be« 
yond the reach of their fire. They were therefore to 
be pushed forward. This movement the Russians did 
not interrupt. They seemed fearful of being the first 
to break the awful silence* 

The attention of the emperor was then fixed on Ae 
right, when on a sûdden, about seven o'clock, tiie 
battle opened on his left. He was soon apprized that 
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one of the régiments of prince Eugène; the lOdth, had 
jtift gained possession of the village of Borodino, and 
of its bridge,' which they ought to bave destroyed,'but 
that in the ardour of success they had rusbed over it» 
nptwithstanding ail the efforts of tbeir gênerai, to at- 
taçk the heights of Oorcki, from wbicb thé Riissians 
had just poured npon them a tremendous ' fire both \h 
firont and in flank which had nearly overwhelmed 
them. . -> 

It was àddéd, that the generkl who oommanded thtit 
brigade had been killed, and that the 106lh wonld haVe 
been entirely dëstroyed if the 08nd régiment had not 
promptly hastened to their relief ahd brought off iti 
safety those who remained of them. 

It was Napoléon himselfwhô had just given the 
order to bis left vnng to make a violent attack. Per- 
haps he ezpected tb be only half«obeyed, and mereiy 
«wished to detain thé attention of the enemyon that 
jBide. But he multiplîed bis orders, and pushed to 
excess bis instructions and excitations, and brought oh 
a battle in front, while bis plan had been to conduct 
it in an oblique direction. 

During this action' thé' emperor, 'presuniing' ^hat 
Poniatowski was engaged on the old Mbscow roàd, had 
given the signal of attack. Then snddenly* from the 
previously peaceful plaih and sileïit hills bursf forth 
flashes of fire' and' clou ds of smbké which were iiï- 
stantly foUowed by a, multitude of'expltisîohs and th« 
whizzing pf innumerable buUets Which rent the air on 
every side. Inthe midst of this thundér Davoust, with 
the divisions Coçipans, Dessaix, and thirty caiinon at 
their head, advanced rapidly upon the first ivdoubt of 
the enemy. 

Tlie fusillade of the Russians now comm'en'ced, whitih 
was answered only by a brisk disoharge from the can«> 
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aon of the Fresob. Thetr iahaktef fldriAcaâ wiilni 
firing* Tliejr hutaned m Um, m peMtUe t0 »Mfa iIh^ 
fir« of the onemyi and at OIIO0 f Ueaee it* But Com» 
{Mot, the gênerai of the o^limo, and tfae brarent ef 
liii OMA fell dofra wounded ; and the reet» fomewint 
diieoiieerted, halted amidit the sftonii ofbaUs m onbr 
to anewer it« when Ri^ inetaatly hastened mp to tdœ 
theplaeeof Compans: heurgedonftheiafiiitaiidwstli^ 
out suffering them to itay aad fire made them adp 
Tiiioe cbargiag with their bayoneie aiMl at a nmau^ 
paee agaba^the enemjr'f redouht* 

He waa hinieelf the tet to reaeh it, wkea he aleo 
vae wounded. It vai the twentf-aeooiid woaad tha| 
he had received. A third geamral, who had iaetantljr 
eticeeeded hinm fell alfo. DaToost hkMelf «vaa etnick. 
JU^ irai eonreyed to the enq^or, v1m> eaid to him, 
** Whatl Bapp» «Iwaye wounded ! bat how are diejr 
gokig on aboYe there?'' the aide-^e-icasap replied» 
that the guard was imaÉed to f«ish ihe bosincea 
«' No/' taid Napoléon, '' I will take good eaie of 
that ; I will not hare that deatrojred. I ndll gain tha 
battle without it/' 

At thk time Nef, with hii three divUons, reàuctà 
aow to ten thouaind ment threw faimself into thé 
plein ; he haetened to euccoar Daipooet, and the fifa 
of the enea(i]rwas thnadirerted; Ney rnshed on. llie 
d7th regunent of Compani, findiag themselres now 
«npportedf felt their ipirite aad eonfideaee reriye, and 
by one rigorouf effort foon reaehed the enemy't fan 
irenchmenta: they inetantly eealed them, came into 
immédiate eontaot with the Rueeiane, and with iStm 
point of the bayooet dm^e them back, o?erthrew them, 
and killed the mott intrepid and perseyerii^ of them. 
Thé reet fled, and the 57th kept potsestion of ite eon* 
^aei t^ At the eame timei Ney attacked the two otheir 
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redoubts with su'ch impétuosité as to wrestthem also 
from the enexny. 

It was now mid-day.' The left ôf the Rusaian Une 
being thus forced, and the plainopen, the emperor 
ordered Murât to hasten thither with his cayalry, and 
complète the business of the day. That prince was 
almost in the same instant visible on the heights, in 
the yery midst of the ënemy who was again making 
his appearance thére ; for the second Russian Une and 
some reinforcements conducted by Bagawout, and sent 
by TutQhkofi had come up to the assistance of the first. 
Ail were advancing with rapidity, supporting them- 
selyes on Semenowska, in order to retake their re- 
doubts. The French were still in ail the disorder 
which at first attends on yictory ; they were taken by 
surprise, and retreated. 

The Westphalians, whom Napoléon had just sent to 
succour Poniatowski, were at this time traversing the 
wood which separatod that prince from the rest of the 
army, and through the dust and smoke had an indis- 
tinct yiew of our troops thus retreating. From the 
direction of their màrch thçy supposed them to be 
enemiesy and accordingly fired upon them. This mis- 
take, which continued for some time, augmented the 
disorder. 

: The enemy's horse pushed their success with great 
Vigour. They surrounded Murât, who had forgotten 
himself, whiie endeavouring to rally his men. They 
were even stretching out their arms to take him pri- 
soner, when he escaped by throwing himself into the 
redoubt. There, howeyer, he found no soldiers that 
could be depended tipon, none but such as were giving 
themselyes up for lost, and running forward and 
backward in consternation on the parapet. Thfty 
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wottld ail hftT6 ttà coali ih^f hat^ bunà % poitibi- 
Itejr Qf doing it. . 

TLe présence of tieldng, and Us tMjiag calls to 
dttty hutantly br<mght back confidence to tome of 
them. He seized iipon the firet weapon lie met with, 
and fought with one hand, while he waved bis plumed 
bat in tbe air witb the other, enmmoning ail to exertion 
and hope, and infuiring into them their former vakmr 
hy the commanding iniliienoe of an intrejûd exampie* 
At the same time Ney bad re-formed bis diniîons* 
His fire stopped tbe enemy^s cuiraasiers, and threw 
their ranks into dieorder* They qnkted their hold^ 
Mnrat was at le^b eztrieatedt aad the heigbts tirere 
reconqaered. 

Tbe king bad ecareely etcaped from tbis danger 
before he rushed into another. He threw bimself npon. 
tbe enemy, with thé cavâlry of Bimyere and Nan** 
sonty ; and by obstinate and reiterated charges over* 
threw the Rtissian linesi drore them back^ precipitated 
them upon their centre, and effeeted within the course 
of an bour tlie entire defeatof their left wing* 

But tbe heigbts of thé roined TÎllage of Semeno wska, 
wbere Xhp left of tbe Rnssian centre comœenced, 
were ititl imtoucfaed. Tbey wtre lupported by the 
reinibrcements which Kutnsof was incessantly drawing 
from bis right. Their connandhig fife poared witb 
(Ireadful effect upon Ney and Binrat. It stopped their 
rictory. It beeame neceasary to earry that position» 
At iirst Maubourg widi his caralry swept the front of 
it» Friand, ône of DaTOust's gênerais, followed with 
his infantry. Dsfour ànd 4be 15tb light troops 
were the first to mount tbe accliyity» Tbej dislodged 
the Russians from the village, the ruina of which bad 
been ill intrenched. Friand siq^ported tbis attempt» 
and, although woundedisecored the success of it. 
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Thx8 Tigorcos action opened for ua the road to vie* 
torj. It was necesiary to follow it up withoat los8 of 
time» and wUh «ntrgy : but Murât aad'Ney were now 
aachausted. They bad lialtedi and while they were 
^rallyii^ their troops, they sent to deeire reinforce- 
riBeats. Napoléon wae now observed to show a hesi* 
tation hitherto totally unknown tohim; he pondered 
ibr a long time ; and at length, after a number of 
ordera aad counter-orders reiterated to bis young 
:guard, he coaeluded that the présence of the forces of 
JPrîand and Mauboiurg npon the beigbts would be 8uf<« 
fident to maintain them. The décisive moment di4 
not seem to him to bave yet arrived. 
. But Kutusof profited by tbis demur and delay, wbicK 
were beyoad bis expectation« He summoned to the 
assistance of bis uncovered left ail bis réserves, and 
ieven the Russian goard. Bagration« witb ail thèse 
reinforcements, was enabled to re-form bis Une* Hi^ 
right was supported by a great battery, wbich prince 
Eugène was attacking ; bis left by the wood, wbicH 
terminated the field of battle towards Psarewo, Hîs 
fire mowed down our ranks. Uis attack was violent, 
impetuous» and simultaneous ; infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry ail engaged in one grand and mighty effort. 
Ney and Mux:at withstood witb firmness and intrepid- 
ity the ru^ing tempest, It was no time for them to 
tbink of following up their victoiy ; they bad enough 
to do to préserve it. 

. Friand's soldiers^ ranged in front of Semenowskây 
repulsed the first chaiges; but, being attacked by a 
storm of balls and grape-shot, they were daunted, and 
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one of their chiefii» completoly diibeartened, corn* 
œanded a retreat. At that critical momeiit Murât 
rode up to him, and seixiiig him hy the oollar ex* 
daimed, ^ What are you about V* The colonel poinl- 
ing to the ground on which half of hie men lay dead 
or wounded, replied, *< You see that we can etay hère 
no longer." The king rejoined, ** I can stay hère 
Tery well mytelf/' The offieer checked Vy theee 
wordfl, and looking fizedly at the king, coolly replied* 
<* It is right ! Soldiers, about fiice ! Let us advance to 
be killed V 

In the mean time Murât had just sent Borelli again 
to the emperor, to request assistance. That oflicer 
pointed to the clouds of dust now raised by the charges 
of cavalry on the heights, which had hitherto, since 
their capture, remained tranquil. Some cannon-balls 
from that quarter, the first instance of the kind in the 
course of the day, came and stopped nearly at Napo- 
leon's feet ; the enemy was advancing ; Borelli per* 
sisted ; and the emperor promised to send hls young 
guard ; but it had scarcely begun to move, when he 
himself called to it to hait. Bowever, count Lobau 
kept on pushing it forward, under pretence of cor« 
recting some ihaccuracy in its line. Napoléon saw 
through the intention, and repeated his order. 

Fortunately the artillery of the réserve adranced 
at that moment to take a position on the conquered 
heights. Lauriston had obtained the consent of the 
emperor to this manœuvre, who at first rather permit* 
ted than ordered it. Dut in a short time it appeared 
to him so importait that he urged its being as speedily 
as possible carried into effoct with the only indication 
ôf impatience thathe hadshowed during the wfaole day. 

It is not known whether his uncertaint^ respect* 
ing the actions of Poniatowski and prince Eugène on 
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Jiis rigbt and left did not produoe much of his 
tion; but he certainly seemed a|)preli<eo«tve lest tbe 
extrême left of the Rusaiane, escapiag fueih the Polet^ 
^lioutd corne hack and take posaessioa of the field of 
battle behisd Ney and Murât. Tkis, «t leatt, wae one 
of the causes which induced him to keep his guard ui 
.observation on that point. He replied to thoae whm 
urged him, <* that he must first see his wêy mon 
c^early ; that the battle had not yet beg«m ; that tt 
wonld be a long coafliet ; that it was inportaat %9 
know how to wait ; that time was nûxedup wi^hevery 
thing; that it was the élément of which ail other 
things were composed ; that things were aot yet sufr 
iiciently'unravelled." He then asked wbat o'clock ijb 
was ; adding ** that the hour of his battle had not ar» 
nyed, and that it would begin in two faoura." 

But, in fact, it did not begin at alL Almost the 
whole of die day he sat on his chair or walked slowly 
ibrward and baokward in advance aâd a little to the left 
of the redoubt taken on the 5th| on the bank of a ra» 
vine far from the field of battle, which he oould scarcely 
see any thing of after it had passed beyond the heights : 
showîng no agitation on its reappearançe, and no itt* 
patience with respect to hie own troops or the enemy. 
He merely exhibited a few gestures indicative of me^ 
lancholy résignation, when every now and then, in 
quick succession, he was infiormed of the loss of hia 
best gênerais. ,He rose many times, in order to tak^ 
a few steps, and then sat down agaan. 

Every one around him observed him with aetonishf 
ment. Hitherto, in such momeatous issues, he had 
displayed a calm activity ; but, in this instanoei it waa 
the coolness of indolence, or the calm of lethaxgy* 
Some thought it attributable to that ethaustion which 
is ^ fréquent conséquence of violent sensations ; .otheoi 
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hnagined tbat he had perfaaps become weary of ail 
«abltinary things» and tbat eren tbe scènes of battle* 
théreforei coold no longer interest bîm. Seyeral re* 
marked tbat the calm constancy and êang froid mani- 
fested by great men on tbese great occasions are, by 
tbe beary and deadening band of time, conyerted into 
dulnesB and indifférence. Tbose most devotedly at* 
tacbed to bim ascribed bis immobility to tbe necessity, 
in a comsiand of so great estent, for not cbanging bis 
«fation too frequently, tbat tbe intelligence sent him 
nigbt arrive witb regnlarity. And, finally, tbere 
were some wbo witb mucb more reason impated it 
eU to bis impaired bealtb, to a secret malady, and to 
tbe commencement of a violent fit of îUness. 

Tbe gênerais of artillery, wbo also bad been asto* 
nisbed at tbeir inactivity, promptly availed tbemselves 
'of tbe permission wbicb bad just been granted tbem 
to figbt. They soon crowned tbe crests of tbe beigbts. 
Eigbty pièces of cannon discbarged tbeir contents at 
once. The Russian cavalry advanced first against 
tbis brazen barrier, but in order to escape utter de- 
struction from it were soon obliged to retire bebind 
tbeir infantry. 

Tbe infantry advanced in tbick masses, in wbicb onr 
1)alls from tbe first madeunde and deep openings ; yet 
tbey constantly came on nearer and nearer, wben 
tbe Frencb batteries redoubling tbe - rapidity of tbeir 
fire absolttteiy mowéd tbem down witb grapé-sbot. 
Whole platoons fell at once. Tbeir soldîers stniggled 
to préserve tbeir compactness under tbis terrible fire ; 
and, divided every instant by deatb,''tbe7 still closed 
their ranks over it, trampling it witb défiance under 
theirfeet. 

At last tbey balted, not daring to advance any far- 
ther, and yet resolved not to go back ; wbetber tbey 
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were âppalled, and, as it were, petrified with horror 
in tbis tremendous gulph of deitruetion, or whether it 
was owing to Bagriation'e being about tbat time 
wounded ; or wbether it mîgbt be tbat, a first arrange- 
ment being atténded witb failure, tbeir generaU' felt 
incompétent to cbange it, not pœflesaing, like Napo* 
leon, tbe art of moying sucb vast bodies at once, with 
unity, haiinony, and order. In short, thèse heavy and 
•tationary masses stood to be crushed and destroyed 
In détail for t wo entire hours, witiiout any other more* 
ment than tha't of the falling of the men. It was in 
truth a déplorable and frightful massacre ; and the in- 
telligent valour of our artillery-men admired the firm, 
resigned, but infatuated courage of their enemies. 

The conquerors were in reality the party soohest 
fatigued and exhausted. The slownees of this contest 
by artillery was a trial of iheir patience. Their am- 
rounition, moreover, now bègan to be exhausted. Ney, 
therefore, marched so as to extend his right which 
he pushed forward rapidly, in order to tum again 
the left of the new front opposed to him. Davoust 
and Murât seconded him in the effort ; and the rem- 
nant of Ney's troops became the conquerors of the re« 
mahis of Bagration's. 

The battle was then over in the plain, and became 
now conccntrated on the remainder of therenemy's 
héights, and near the great redoubt which Barclay, 
with the centre and right, still defended with obsti* 
nacy against prince Eugène. 

Thus about the middle of the day the whole right 
wing of the French, Ney, Davoust, and Murât, after 
crushing Bagration and half of the Russian line, pre* 
sented themsèlyes on the half-opened flank of this re- 
mains [of the enemy's Ktmff of which they had a vie w 
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of Ab vAuÀe iaterior» Ab Mt^rret, (be abandoorf 
nartt md eren the aelutlly commeiieed retreat* 

Being hoirerer loo weak to throw theoMelve» ist» 
thb opemagt befaind a Une which wat itUl lonnidable, 
thej called kmdlf and repcatedljr for tbe guanL ^The 
fovmg guard l Let it narely foUow ai a distance ! 
Iiet it mofeljr tbow ittelf ! Let it sacoeed them npoii 
the.heights ! They wouM tkenselyef » then, oonqilete 
tbe eonqueet.'^ 

• Belliard wes feol to the emperor with tbif nvqaeft. 
He deelared.^^that from their position they coulé 
olearly see as far m the Mojaisk road in tbe rear of 
tbe Bussiaii army ; tbat tbey perceived on it a eon^ 

.^^ fosed multitude of stiaggiers, wounded soldieis and 

onrriages in retreat, tbi^ a ravine indeed and a sl%bt 
wood still separated tbem. but tbat tbe enemy's gêne- 
rais under their présent state of consternation bad no 
idea of arailiog themeelyes of thèse; in short, tbat 
one determined onset would carry them into the Tery 
centre of tbat scène of confusion, and décide at once 
tbe fate of the hostile army and of the war V 
' MotweTeTf the emperor, hesitated, dooh^, and or« 
dered the. gênerai to go and look again, and tben re- 
tum to him with an account. 

Belliard, much surprîsed, hastened tomake bis ob- 
serration, aad retumed as speedily as possible; he 
stated tbat ^ the enemy was recovering from bis terror, 
and beginning to tum bis circumstances to tbe beat 
account ; tbat bis riflemen bad already Itned tbe wood ; 
tbat the opportunity was rapidly passing away, tbat 
not a single instant was to be lostv as in tbat case a se- 
cond battle would be necessary to terminate tbe firtt l'' 

* But Bessieres bad retumed from the heigbts to 
wàicb Nqpoleon bad sent him to examine tbe attitude 



IXPXPITXON TO K1700IA. 317 

of the Russians. That xnarshal affirmed, << that so 
far from being in disorder they had withdrawn to a 
second position, in which they appeared to be prepar» 
ing for a new attîack ;" and the emperor then said to 
Belliàrd) *' tbat tbe case was not sufBciently eztricated 
and conchisive to induce him yet to part with his re« 
serves i and that he must see more clearly tbe state of 
his chess^-board." That was the expression he used, and 
which he seVéral times repeated, pointing on ooe side' 
to the oid road to Moscow, which Poniatowski had not 
been able to make himself master of ; and on another 
to an attack of the enemy's cavalry on the rear of our 
left wihg ; and lastly to the great redoubt against-whîch 
the efforts of Prince Eogena were stili exerted in vain, 

Belliard in consternation retnmed to the king, and 
announced to him '« the impossibility of obtaining 
ftom the emperor his reserve. He bad found him, he 
•sid, in the saihe place, ha^ing an air both of pain and 
déjection, with haggard features) melancholy looks, 
and giving his orâer6 languishingly in the midst of the 
dreadfol thunders of war which seemed to be of 
scarcely the sHghteBt interest to him/' When Ney 
heard this statementhie impetuous feelings broke out 
in a storm of passion. " Had they then corne so far," he 
asked, ** merely to be contented with a field of battle ? 
What was the emperor doing in the rear of his army ? 
In that situation he was within reach only of reverses, 
not of successes. Since he would no longer engage 
in war himself, act as gênerai in his own person, 
and was resolved everywhere to act the part of empe^ 
ror, let him go back to the Tuileries, and leave them 
as gênerais in his stead.** 

Murât was calmer* He recoUected th«t he had 
seen the emperor the day before passiag along thé 
front of the enemy's line, and frequently halting, and 

Voi,. I. » 
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sometimes alighting uid retting his head upon ooé of 
his camum, in an attitude of serere tuffering. Ha 
knew the agitation in whicb be had fpent the night* 
and that a Sharp and freqaent congh had impeded hin 
respiration* 'fhe king apprehended that great fa- 
tigue and the crisis of the equinos had given a shock 
to his ârame, and that, in short, at that important mo* 
iftent the powers of his mind were fettered by bis 
body, broken down under the triple weight of fatigue, 
of fever, and of a malady which perhaps of ail dis- 
eases ts most calculated to impair the physical and 
moral powers of those afflicted by it. 

Hbwever, there was no want of application, and 
even of urgency, on the point in question ; for imine* 
diately on Belliard's withdrawing. Dam, at the press- 
ing solicitation of Dumas, and especially of Berthiert 
said in a bw tone to the emperor, ^^ That on ail sides 
the cry now was, that the moment for the guard to 
act was come." But Napoléon replied, '* And if there 
should be a second battle on the morrow, wliat shail 
I hare to carry it on with?'' The minister did not 
persist, astonished to see, for the first time, the em* 
peror refer in such circumstances to to-morrow, and 
postpone his fortune till then. 



CHAFTER XL 

Im the mean time Barclay, with the right, was ob« 
stinately struggling with prince Eugène. The latter, 
immediately after the taking of Borodino, had passed 
the Kalogha in front of the great redoubt of thm 
enemy. There, more partlcularly, the Russians. had 
relied upon their steep heights, surrounded by deep 
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uid tnuddy ravinesi on our state of exhaustion» on 
their intrenchments armed witb heavy cannon, and, 
finally, upon eighty pièces which lined the heigfats, 
then exhibiting ail the terrible array of steel and fîre. 
But thèse powerful éléments» art, and nature, ail failed 
them at once. Assailed by one of those onsets which 
BO highly distinguish the French military, they on a 
fiudden saw Morand's soldiers in the midst of themi 
and fled with précipitation and dismay. 

Eighteen hundred men of the 30th régiment, and 
gênerai Bonnamy at their head^bad just performed 
thls great achievement. 

In this attack, Fabier, the aide-de-camp of Mar» 
mont, who had arrived only the day before from the 
interior of Spain, particularly distinguished himself : 
he threw himself as a volunteer and on foot at the 
head of the foremost riflemen, as if he had corne to re- 
present the army ef Spain in the midst of the grand 
army, and, animated by that rivalry of glory which 
constitutes heroes, had resolved to exhibit it at the 
head and in the extrême front of danger. 

He fell wounded on that too famous redoubt, for the 
conquest just mentioned was but of short duration. 
The attaclE was déficient inunity, either from the pré- 
cipitation of the first assailants, or the dilatoriness of 
the last. There had been a ravine to pass. Its depth 
secured from the enemy's fire, and it is afïirmed that 
many of our troops halted there. Morand, therefore, 
found ïsiself alone in front of several Russian lines. 
It was no more than six o'clock. On bis right. Friand 
had not yet attacked Semenowska ; and on hîs left, 
the divisions Gérard, Broussier, and the Italian guard 
were not yet formed in line. 

Besides, that attack ought sot to bave been made so 
vigorously ; the object was simply to keep Barclay in 
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check, àad occvpjr him on that «id«, thé battle beiii|^ 
intended to begin by tbe right wiiig, and to ptrot od 
the Itft wing. Bach bod been tbe plan of the em^ 
peror, and no one knew wby he coonteracted it al tbe 
moment of ezecntiont for it was be wbo at tbe ûnt re» 
port of camion despatebed Tarions offieers in ioecee* 
•ion to urge on tbe attack. 

The Russians, baving recorered Irom tbeir ànt 
panic, baiftened forward on ail ridée. Kntuiof and 
Yermdof led them on in perton, i¥itb a résolution 
wortby of tbe occasion. Tbe d(Hb régiment, aUnM 
agaînst an army, dared to attack it with tbe bayonet, 
and it was sarronnded, oyerwbelmed^ and diiren from 
tbe redonbt, wbere it left bebind one«tbird of its nnm* 
ber, togetber witb its intrepid commander wbo îM 
nnder innumerable woands. Tbe Rnssians» animated 
by tbis success, were not contexit witb defending tbeir 
acquisition ; tbey in tam attacked. On tbis pcnnl 
were then directed ail that war could display of skîll« 
of effort, and of fiiry. The Freneb presenred ^eir 
station for four hours on the sloping sides of tbis roi* 
cano, and nnder the terrifie storm of iron and lead* 
But to effect tbis required ail tbe sldll and perserer« 
ance of prince Eugène, and tbe almost insupportable 
borror against acknowledging themselres conquered 
which is felt by men wbo bave been so long ricte- 
rious. 

Each dirision several txmes cbanged its gênerais* 
The viceroy went from one to tbe otber, mingling en» 
treaty with reproaches, and reminding tbem particn- 
larly of their former yictories* He sent the empenir 
notice of bis critical situation, but Napoléon replied^ 
<< That he could giye bim no relief; that it depended 
upon bim alone to conquer ; that be had only to maka 
one great effort ; that the btttle was concentrated oa 
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tbat point." And the prince was rallying ail hia 
forces to try a gênerai assault, wben on a sudden the 
most fiiriotts outcries proceeding from his left drew 
ail his attention. 

Ouwarof, two régiments of caralry, and some thou* 
Banda of Cossacks were falling upon his réserve, and 
had thrown them into disorder. He hastened to the 
spot, and, supported by gênerais Delsons and Ornano« 
soon drove off the assailants, who were more vexations 
than formidable : he then returned to put himself at 
the head of a décisive attack. 

This was the moment wben Murât, compelled to in- 
action in the plain where he was complète master, had 
for the fourth time sent to his brother to complain of 
the losses which the Russians, supporting tbemselves 
on the redoubts tbat were oppoeed to prince Eugène, 
occàsioned to his cavalry. He only asked of him tbat 
of the guard : supported by tbat, he would tum the 
intfencbed heigbts, and take them together with the 
army which defended them. 

lîie emperor seemed to consent tothis. He sen( 
for Bessieres, the chief who conunanded the cavalry of 
the guards. Unfortunately the marsbal was not to be 
found ; he had, in conséquence of orders for tbat pur* 
pose, gone to inspect as nearly as he could the state 
and progress of the battle. The emperor waited for 
him nearly an hour without any impatience, and with» 
out renewing his order. Wben the marsbal at length 
ratumed, he received him with a satisfied air, listened 
tranquilly to his statement, and permitted him to ad- 
vance as far as his judgment m;ght induce him. 

But the time was now passed. It was in vain now 
to tbink of getting possession of the wholo Russian 
army (and perhaps also of the whole of Russia) i it waa 
as much as oould be effected to keep the field of battle. 

8 08 
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KntUÈ&t hwà been allowied leitoM far reoQwuniriiy } 
he had Btrengthened hinwelf on the poixifts et difficalt 
access which were ttiU in hii powér^ aod had corered 
the plain with his cavaby. 

Tliufl had the RuMians for the third tine re-fonned 
a lef t flank in front o( Ney and Mnrat. But the lat* 
ter called np the eavalry of Monthnm. Tbat général 
iad been Idlledy and was aooceeded hy Caolaioconrt» 
Be foond the aides-de^camp of the nofortnnate Mont* 
Drun lamenting the fate of their commander* ** Fol- 
jow me/' said he to them, ** do not weep 6a himt bot 
corne and ayenge him.^ 

The king pointed out to hbn ^e new flank of, the 
eneroy : he was to break through it to the h^ht of 
the gorge of their great battery ; there, while Hhe light 
cavalry was pushing its advantage, he (Ganlaincoort) 
was to tum suddenly to the left with his eiiHaeaierSf 
and take in the rearthe formidable redoDbt* the front 
of which was still 0Tervf4ieln^ng the Ticeroy. 

Caulaincourt replied, *^ Yoaehali seeme there im- 
mediately,' dead or alive!'' He instantly departed, 
and overthrew ail that opposedhim. Tben» soddenly 
tnming to the left with his cnirassiers, he waa the ûnt 
man to penetrate the bloody redoubt, where alinost at 
the instant a mnsket-ball mortally wonndedhim., Hia 
conquest became his tomb. 

Intelligence of this victory and this loes waa looit 
communicated to the emperor. The giand-eipierry» 
brother of the unfortunate gênerai, heard it.. He waa 
at first strongly affected : in a short timei however, h» 
f nbdued his feelings» and but for the tean which etill 
pilently dropped down his cheeks, he might hare b^ea 
thought insensible to his loss. The emperor said to 
him, ** Would yen wish to withdraw ? '* and accom» 
panied his words with en exclamation of grwL Bat 
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Juit at that moment we were advancing against tbe 
enemy, and the grand-equenry made no reply, nor (Ud 
he retire, H^ merely lifted his bat» to indicate that 
he grateAiUy declined the permission offered. 

While the cavalry were executing this décisive charge^ 
the viceroy had nearly reached with his infantry the 
mouth of this Yolcano, when suddenly he perceiyed its 
fire extinguished,. its smoke dispersed, and its créât 
shining with the moveable and polished brass which 
coyered our . cuirassiers, Those heights, which. had 
been hitherto Ruesian, had at lei^th become Frencb. 
He hastened to share the victory, to complète it« and 
tu secure himself in the new position. 

The Russians, however, had by no means abandoned 
the hope of regaining it. They persisted in their 
efforts with zeal,. and even fory. They formed into 
platoons in front of our ranks with order and perseyer* 
ance.' Incessantly conquered, their gênerais neyer» 
theless incessantly brought them again to the con* 
flict, and they appeared determined at least todie 
at the feet of the works which had been erected by 
their own hands. 

Fortunately their last column of attack presented 
itself near Semenowska and the great redoubt with- 
out artillery, the adyance of which had, undoubtedly 
been impeded by the ravines. Belliard had barely 
time to collect thirty cannon to oppose this body of in* 
fantry. It approached to the very mouths of the guna 
which were discharged against them with such judg* 
ment and effect, that they appeared to be whirled 
round by the shock, and withdrew without having 
Deen able to deploy. Murât and Belliard hâve botk 
declared, that if at that moment they had had ten 
thousand infantry of the reserve, their victory would 
hâve been décisive^ but that being reduced to cavalry 
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only, thejr oonsidered themselTes fortunate in remalii- 
ing maitan of the field of battle. 

On his tide, Grouchy, by his sangninary and re- 
iterated charges on the left of the high road, confirmed 
the victory, and swept the plain of the enemy. He 
iras, however, unable to pursue the remains of the 
Rnssians, whose retreat was protected by a succession 
of rarioes and hy armed redoubts. There they de* 
fended themselres with détermination, and eren rage, 
till night ; thus protecting the high road to Moscou, 
their holy city, their magazine, their depdt, an(^ their 
grand asylum. 

From thèse second heights they coald completely 
command the first, which they had abandoned to us. 
The yiceroy was obliged to hide his panting, exhansted, 
and thinned lines in the refts and hollows of the 
ground, and behindthe half-demolished intrenchments. 
The soldiers were compelled to remain on their knees 
and bent to the gronnd behind the shelter of thèse 
shapeless parapets. They continued several hours in 
this painful position, kept in check by the enemy, who 
was himself checked by them. 

It was about half-past three that this last rictory 
was jg^ained. There had been seyeral such in the 
course of the day. Each corps in succession van- 
quished what was opposed to it, without being abie so 
to profit by its success as to décide the battle ; for 
each of them, in conséquence of not being supported 
at the time by the reserve, had halted from mère ex* 
haustion« But at length ail the first obstacles were 
surmounted. The sounds of the firing became weaker 
and weaker, and more distant from the emperor. 
OAcers came in from erery part of the field. Ponia- 
towski and Sebastiani, after an obstinate struggle, 
iod also at last conquered. The enemy had halted 
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and was intrenching himself in a new position. The 
day was near a close, our anununition exhausted, and 
the battle finished. 

Belliard then for the third time returned to the em-* 
peror, whose sufferings appeared to be rather in« 
creased. He mounted hia horse with effort, and ad* 
yanced slowly to the heights of Semenowska. He 
there saw a ^eld of battle incompletely obtained, and 
which the bullets, and even the musket-l^alls of the 
e^emy were still contesting with us. 

In the znidst of thèse hostile sounds, and the still 
curdent zeal and activity of Ney and Murât, he ap« 
peared oool and comparatively indiffèrent, weak in 
voice,. and languishing in.manner. The sight of the 
Russians, howeyer, a^d the sounds of their fire-anns, 
gaVe him a xnomentary animation ; be proceeded to 
take a nearer vie\y of their position ; and was desirous 
of wresting it from tbem. But Murât, pointiûg to 
our nearly destroyed troops, declared th^t the guard 
would be necessary to accompiish that ; upon whicb 
Bessieres fitiled not to remark, as he did on every op- 
portunity, on the importance of that sélect and reserved 
corps. He adverted to the distance at which they 
were from reinforcements ; he «bserved that Europe 
was now between Napoléon and France, and that 
particular care should be taken to préserve at least 
that small body of soldiers who alone were bis security 
against it. . Ând as it was at that time past four 
o'ok>ck, Berthier added, '' that it was now too late ; 
that the enemy had established and strengthened him* 
lelf va bis new position ; and that if the attempt were 
made todislodge them, many thousands of men would 
be sacrificed fpr no corresponding and adéquate ad- 
yantage." The çmperor. then thought only of recom* 
mending to the conq;aerors prudence. He soon after 
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retnrned, still onl7 walking hit horse, to Hif tenti 
whU'h had been erected behind ihe batteiy taken 
two days before, and in front of which he Had con* 
tinued erer since the morning, a nearly motion- 
leii observer of ail the ticissitudes of that dreadful 
day. 

While thus slowly moring on, he called Mortier to 
him, and ordered him *' to advance with the yoong 
gnard, but on no account to pass the new ravine which 
leparated the French army from the enemy/' He 
added, ** that he charged him with keeping the field 
of battle ; that thif was ail that he reqaired of him* 
and that to accomplish this he should do whaterer 
wae necetsary^ but no more." He almost immediately 
called him back^ to know *^ wfaether he had diattnctly 
underitoodhim ; enjoining him to engage in no action, 
and above ail to keep possession of the field of battle/' 
An hour afterwards, he caused the order to be reite« 
ratedtohim, ** neither to adrance nor retreat, in tmy 
circumstances whaterer/' 



CHAPTER XII. 

Whzk hé had reached his tent, great mental déjection 
appeared to be added to his prostration of physical 
debility* He had seen the field of battle. Places had 
spoken still more expressively than men. That yictory 
so eagerly sought, so dearly porchased, had after ail 
been incomplète ! Had he been the man, he who had 
hithertoalways urged on success to the verge of rash* 
nesSf that had now been found by fortune cold and in» 
active when she had offeredhim the most valiuibk of 
her favours ? 
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. His losses had been immenBe, and without any pvo- 
portional resuit. Eveiy individual around him was 
lamenting the death of a friend, a relation, or a 
brother; for the mischances of the day had fallen 
more than usually upon the principal ofiicers. Forty- 
three gênerais had been killed or wounded. What 
niourning would there be in Paris ! What a triumph 
had he afforded his eneinies ! What a dai^erous sUb- 
ject of méditation for Germany ! In his own armyt 
even within his own tent, his victory was silent^gloomy, 
unsocial, and absolutely destitute of flatterers. 

Thèse whom he had summoned to his présence» 
Dumas, Daru, had heard his observations without a 
comment ; but their attitude, their downcast eyes, 
their silence, were as far as possible from being inex- 
pressive. 

It was now ten o'clock. Murât, whose activity had 
*not been extinguished by twelve hours of fighting, 
came once more to request of him the cavalry guard. 
" The enemy's army," he said, ** was paséing the 
Mosqua in haste and disorder ; and he wished to sur- 
prise and annihilate it.'' The emperor repressed this 
sally of extravagant ardour, and then dictated the 
bulletin of the battle. 

He was pleased with informing Europe that lieither 
himself nor his guard had been exposed to any danger* 
Some considered this as a mère ebullition of vanity ; 
but better judges viewed it in a différent light. They 
had never observed in him any vain and gratuitous 
display of passion. They conceived that, at so remote 
a distance, and at the head of an army of foreigners 
who could bç bound to him only by the common tle of 
victory, the préservation of a corps (Tiiite zealously 
and efxclusively devoted to his service appeared to him 
a.matter ofindisp«n«able précaution. 



Hic enemiet, in &cty voald nosr hare nothing further 
to eacpect from fielcb of battle ; neither bis death, as 
he was ander no necettity of expothig his life in order 
to conqaer ; nor a yictory, af his genius was compétent 
to ensnre that, even altbough he was at a distance, 
and wbile he kept entire hîs reserre. While theguard 
remained untouched, his real power, and that also 
which he derired from public opinion, remained nnim- 
paired. It seemed to hhn a security against his allies 
as well as his enemies. Sach were the reasons they 
apprehended for his being so carefol to ïnhrm Europe 
of the préservation of this formidable réserve ; and 
yet it amounted only to twenty thousand men, of wbom 
nearly one third consisted of new recru its. 

Thèse motives were strong ; but they dîd not appear 
satisfactory to men who well knew that it is easy to 
ind excellent reasons for committing the most serions 
ftults. They accordingly remarked '^ that they had 
seen the battle, which had been gained in the mommg 
on the left, stopped where it was going on ûivourably 
for us, to follow it up successively in front, npon the 
System of man against man, of a contest of mère 
physical strength, just as in the infancy of the art of 
war ! that it had been a battle without combination 
and unity, a victory of soldiers rather than of their 
gênerai! Why, then, had so much urgency and pre- 
tjpitation been ezerted to come into contact with the 
enemy, with an army panting, reduced, and exhausted, 
and, after actually coming up with him, the opportunity 
of giving him a deadly blow been neglected in order 
to stay bleeding and mutilated in the midst of an ex- 
asperated population, surrounded by vast déserts, and 
at a distance of eight hundred leagues from their re* 
sources V 

Murât was at this time beard to remark '< that 
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tliroughout that eventful day, he h ad been utiable to 
rccognise the genius of Napoléon." The ticeroy ac* 
knowledged ** that he had no previous conception of 
the indécision shown by his adoptive father:*' and Ney, 
:i¥hen called on for his opinion by the emperor, advised 
hixn with peculiar persévérance and energy to .retreat. 

Those who had not left him on that day were the 
only persons who had perceived that the conqueror of 
nations was himself at that time subdued by a con- 
Buming fever, and more efFectually stili by a returii 
of that afflicting malady which ail violent exertion; 
or too powerful and long-continued émotion, was now 
apt to bring on upon him. Thèse cited the very words 
written by himself in Italy, fifteen years before» 
*' Health is an indispensable requis! te in warfare^ and 
for which there can be no substitute ;" and also his 
exclamation» unfortunately too prophétie, *^ Ordener 
is worn out : there is but one season for war ; I shall 
be fit for it six years longer : and then I shall myself 
be obliged to stop." 

In the course of the night the Russians manifested 
their being at no great distance,by a number of annoy ing 
clamours and alarms ; and in the morning there was 
an alert, even in the very tent of the emperor. T e 
old guard was compelled to resort to arms ; a circum* 
stanco which after a victory was ratiier mortifying, and 
carried with it the air of an insuit. The army con- 
tinued inactive till noon ; or rather it seemed as if there 
were no longer an army, but merely an advanced 
guard. The others were dispersed over the' field of 
battle in order tp carry off the wounded, who amounted 
to no lèse than twenty thousand, and who were con-i 
^^eyed two leagues in the rear^ to the large monastery 
#f Kolotskoi. 

The chief surgeon, Larrey, had just taken aisi^tants 
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étom ail the régiments. The hospHal-wagginig hftd 
eume up ; but ail that coold be done for the convejanee 
iras insofllcient. He has «ince complaîned, în a printed 
narratÎTe, that no troop was left with him to obtain 
articles of indispensable neceMÎty from the snrfonnd- 
iog villages. 

The emperor then inspected the iîeld of bàttle ; and 
ftever was there any that exhîbited a more fnghtfàl 
spectacle. Erery thing concurred to increase the 
horrors of it ; a lowering sky, a cold rain, a violent wind, 
habitations in ashes, a plain absolutely tom ap and 
eovered with fragments and ruins; ail roandtheborizon 
Hie dark and iîinereal verdure of the trees of the north ; 
•oldiers roaming in every part among the bodies of 
tiie slain and emptying the knapsacks of their dead 
oomrades to procure subsistence for themselves; 
irotHids of a most hideous description made by the 
Utf;e bullets used by the Russians ; noiseless bivouacs ; 
DO songs of triumph, no lively narrations, but a gène- 
' al and moumful silence ! 

Aronnd the eagles were the rest of the officers and 
«ubalterns, and a few soldiers barely sufficfent to 
gaard the colours. Their elothes were tom by the vio- 
lence of the conflict, and blackened with powder, and 
stained with blood: yet, notwithstanding ail their rags« 
«isery and destitution, they displayed a lofty carriage, 
and even, on the appearance of the emperor, received 
kknwith ao/clamations of triumph: thèse, howiever, 
setomed somewhat rare and forced ; for in thit army, 
which was at onoe capable of discrimination and en* 
tihnsiasffl, eaeh individual could form a correct estlmate 
of the position of the whole. 

The French soldiers are seldom in this respect de* 
eeived. They were amazedtofindsomany^theirene* 
wâm Ulledf soch vast numbers wounded, and nevertlie* 
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]M8 bo fow piîsoners. The lutter did not amount in %U 
toeight hundred. It was by the nuxnber of thèse that 
thej eotimated tkeir Buccess. The slaia proTed the 
courage of the oonquered rather than the vîotory. If 
the rest retired in good order, under Uttle discourage» 
ment, and even with a firm and warlike attitudei what 
wat the advantage of gaining a mère field of batile t 
In a oottntry of tuch immense eztenl tbere waa ground 
eaoagh to Âirnish thèse in endless succession I 

With respect to ounelves we had already too much 
of this wild and sayage territory, and much more thail 
we were able to défend. Could this, then, be oalled 
eonquering it ? Was not the long and narrow furrow 
whioh we had traced with such difiioulty from Kowno. 
across sands and ashes, almost instantly cloeed behind 
ttty jttst hke that of a yessel on the océan? A few ilU 
armed peasants had been able to efface it I 

They had, in fact, proceeded to carry off, in the rear 
of our army, both our wounded and our marauders* 
Five hundred stragglers had fallen into their handa. 
A few French soldiers, indeed» who had been thue 
surprised, pretended to join with thèse Gossacks, and 
assisted them in making other captures, till at lengthy 
the new prisoners becoming considérable in numbers» 
they availed themselves of the opportunity thus offered* 
and, suddenly uniting with them, extricated themselTee 
from the power of their too confiding enemiee. 

The emperor could appreciate his victory only by 
the number of the slain. The ground of the redoubla 
was so thickly strewed with slaughtered Frenchmen 
that they appeared rather to beiong to them than to 
those who stiil survived. There seemed on those epot^ 
to be more dead than living conquerors. 

Among the numberless bodies over which it waa 
necessary to pass in foUowing Napoléon» the foùt of 
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cme of tbe horsef ttruck an individual who was marel^f 
wounded, and àrew from him an indication at once of 
life and pain. The emperor, wlio had hitherto been 
as silent as hit rictory, and wfaom the sight of to many 
rictims had nearly orerwhelmed with déjection* noir 
broke ont in exclamations of horror and indignation^ 
and relieved his mind both by this expression of hia 
feelings and by a number of humane attentions which 
he bestowed ou the nnhappy object befbre him. Borne 
one, in order to assuage his irritation, remarked that 
it was only a Russian: to which he replied with ani-« 
mation ** that» after victory, none were enemies, bat 
ail were men/' He then dispersed the ofiicers in hit 
train, to gire assistance to those who were heard call* 
mg for it everjTwhere around. 

There were numbers found, in particular, in the 
bottom of rayines, into which a great part of our troopa 
had been precipitated, and where also many had 
dragged themselves to. obtain more effectuai sheltei^ 
from the enemy and the storm. Some in sighs and 
groans were calling upon the name of their coontry, 
or of their mother ; thèse were among the youngest. 
The elder ones awaited death either with an impassire 
or sardonic air, without deigning to implore or to com- 
plain; others requested as à favour to be instantly 
killed : but such desperate cases were passed in haste 
as well as horror: the pity that wonld attempt to re- 
store them seemed useless, and that which would hâve 
effectually relieved them by death seemed crueL 

One individual among the most mutilatedof ail, and 
who indeed had barely his trunk and one arm remain- 
ing, appeared so animated, so full of hope and eyen of 
gaiety that an attempt was made to save him. While 
the assistants were carrying him off the ground it was 
remarked that be oomplained of pain in limbs which be 



no longer retained. This is far from an unoommon 
case in similar circumstances, and may be considérée 
perhaps as a new proof that the soûl remains in thèse 
instances unimpaired, and tliat feeling belongs to thil 
only, and not to the body, which is unable either to 
think or feel. 

Some Russians were observed dragging themselres 
onward to spots were they could And a horrible de* 
scription of shelter affbrded them by the accumulation 
bf dead, bodies. Many affirm that one of thèse unfor- 
tunate men lived f»r s^veral days within the carcase 
of a horse which had been opened by a bomb-shell» 
and sustained nature by gnawing the flesh from it9 
bones. Some were seeu dres»iiig their broken leg by 
binding to it the branch of a tree, and afterwards pro« 
ceeding with the help of lanother branch to the neareslt 
Tillage. They did not suffer a single groan to escape 
tbem. 

Poseibly, distant as they were from thei^ friends 
and comrades, they expected little or no compassion. 
ft is certain, however, that they appeared to endure 
pain with greater iirmness than the French ; not that 
they suffered more courageously, but they suffered 
less. For they are less sensitive, in body as well as 
mind, a circumstance ascribable to their less advanced 
'Stage of civilisation, and to their organs being lUao 
hardened by their climate. 

During this painful review the emperpr in vain 
sought for a gladdening illusion by ordering the 
prisoners that had been taken to .be again numbtired» 
and a few dismounted cannon to be coUected: be- 
tween seven and eight hundred prisonersi and a score 
of unserviceable cannon, were the sole trophies of this 
imperfeot viotory. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



MumiT had been dnring thû time fbllowiog up tl% 
rear-gnard of the Russians as ûir as Mojaisk. Tht 
road hy which it had retreated was clear and. unen- 
cumbered by a single remuant of men, carnages, or 
even clothing. AU their slain had been buried ; for 
they entertaln a religions respect for the dead. 

Mnrat, on seeing Mojaisk, considered himself as 
master of it; and he sent to reconnnend it to the 
emperor to advance and sleep there. Bat the Russian 
rear-guard had taken up a position in front of the 
walls of that town, in the rear of which on an euû- 
nence appeared ihe whole of the Russian army. Tliey 
thus covered the Moscow and the Kalougha roads. 

Possibly Kutusof hesitated which of thèse roads he 
should take, or he might wish to leave us in uncer- 
tainty as to the one actually followed by him, which 
he really did. Besides, the Russians nuuie a point of 
honour not to take up their quarters beyond the dis- 
tance of four leagues from our field of victory. This 
likewise permitted them to disencumber the road be* 
hind them, and gather up ail their fragments. 

Their attitude was firm and imposing» as beibre the 
battle ; which naturally excited our admiration* but 
which was partly to be account^d for by the slowness 
with which we quitted the field of Borodino, and by a 
deep ravine interposed betwecn them and our cavalry. 
Murât did not discover this obstacle ; but one of his 
ofEcers, gênerai Dery, suspected it. He went and re- 
connoitered thé ground as far as the very gâtes of the 
tôwn, under the Russian bayonets. 

The king however, still impetuous as at the begin- 
sing of the campaign and of his military career, paid 
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little attention to the représentation. He called up 
his cavalryf and ordered them to advance in furious 
onset, and dash through battalions, gâtes, and walls! 
His aide-de-camp in vain objected tbe impossibility. 
He pointed to tbe army on tbe opposite beigbt, which 
commanded Mojaisk, and the ravine in which our ca- 
valry were on the point of being ingulphed. But 
Murât, only bentmore inflexibly upon his purpose, re-* 
peated, '* That they must advance ; and tbat if there 
realiy were any obstacle they must inevitably see it I'' 
He then absoluteiy taunted and insulted them to urge 
them forward ; and they were proceeding to earry his 
orders into exécution, although with some slowness ; 
for in gênerai there was an understanding among his 
ofïicers to delay attempts of which they deemed the 
exécution absoluteiy impracticable, that they might 
givehim time to reflect, and that a counter-order might 
prevent a great calamity; a case which did not alwayt 
happen, but which, in the présent instance, happily , 
took place. Murât contented himself with exhausting- 
his cannon on the drunken and scattered Cossacks 
who surrounded him and attacked him uttering the 
most hideous yells. 

This affair, however, proceeded far enough to add 
soniething to our losses of the preceding day. Bel<- 
liard was wounded in it. That gênerai, whom Murât 
afterwards greatly felt the want of, was engaged ia 
reconnoitring the left of tlie enemy's position : it wat 
assaiiable, and on that side the attack ought to hâve 
been made ; but Mnrat seemed to think only of incur- 
ring gratuitous difHculties, and of dashing against 
17hatever was before him. 

The emperor did not arrive on the field of battle 
before night, and was then foUovved only by a veiy 
insufficieut force. He advanced towards Mojaisk, at 
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a tlower paoe than he had procaeded at on tlie àxf 
before, and in snch a ttate of absorption, that ke did 
not appear to liear the soiindf of th6 engagement, or 
tù obâenre how the tmlleta were tearing up tlie gromd 
and whiatUag aboat hia bead« 

One of hie office» addressed bim, and pointed ont 
the rear*g«ard of the enem^t between bim and the 
town ; and bebind, the firea of an army eontisting of 
{\j tbouMnd mea. Thii apectacle prored the inauf- 
fidency of bis victory, and the alight diaoouragement 
experijenoed by the eneny. He appeared, bowever, 
înaeniiible to it. He listened to the it^rU made to 
bim with the air of a man broken down and indiffer* 
ent to almost every thing. He tben retumed to skep 
m a yiliage a few yards distant, and within reach of 
Ae enemy's fire. 

The Rusftian antumn had prevailed against bim. 
But for that perbaps the wbole of Russia would hare 
fiillen under our po wer on the field of the Mosqua. Ita 
prematare inclemency came with singular seasonable- 
ness to the assistance of that empire. It was on the 
9th Of September, the eve of the great battle, that a 
tempest announced its fatal arrivai. Napoléon waa 
exceedingly chiUed by it. We bave noticed, that on 
the night which preceded that important battle a ha- 
•rassing ferer dried up hix blood, and agitated hb vfk* 
rits, and that he was oppressed by it during the oemti- 
nuance of the contest. This disease joinedto another 
of a more cruel description checked his luovemente 
and fettered his genius during the five days which 
succeeded. After having preserred Kutusof from a 
total, ruinât Borodino, it afforded him time to rally 
the remainder of his army, and to enable them to 
escape from our pursuit. 

On the 9th of September, Mojaisk was still standing 
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uninjured, and uncovered ; but the rear-guard of the 
enemy waa on the heights beyoÊd, which commanded 
it, and which their army had occupied the day before. 
Our troops advanced into the town, some to proceed 
through it in puisuit of the enemy, others for plunder 
and to obtain lodging. The latter description found 
neither inhabitants nor provisions, nothing in bhort 
but the killed whom they were obliged to throw from 
the Windows into the street in order to make room 
for themselves, and the dying whom they collected to« 
gether in one place. 

The sick and wounded, iudeed, presented them^ 
selves every where, and were in fact so numerous that 
the Russians had not yentured to set fire to the houses. 
However, their humanity, which had not always beeH' 
80 scrupulous as in this case, even now yielded to • 
the eagemess they felt for firing upon the foremost: 
French who entered, and that with shells, which soôii • 
set fire to the wooden town and burned a number ef 
the unhappy wounded whom they had abandonod. 

While some were endeavouring to save them fîpom 
the fiâmes, fifty voltigeurs of the 88rd climbed th« 
height the crest of which was occupied by the enemy's 
cavaliy and artillery. The French army, still halted 
under the walls of Mojaisk, beheld with surprise th» 
small party of disunited men who on that exposed 
slope were provoking and defying by their fire some 
thousands of Russian cavalry. Suddenly just what 
was expected took place. Several of the enemy's 
squadrons put themselves in motion ; a single moment 
was sufficient to envelope the audacious assaiiants, 
who, however, formed themselves rapidly in square and 
directed their face and firing on every side. They were» 
however, so few, in the midst of such an immerse 
plain, and surrounded by such an overwhelming 



eftfilfjf ihAt tbey toon eompletoly dbappearad tnm 
iMuryi«w, 

A feoMral e&chunatton of grief wm uttered hy aie» 
wiiole ênaj, Brery one of our foldiers with stretched- 
out neck and eager eye fullowed each moreioeiit of 
tke enemf , and atrore to as certain the fate of their 
comradea ia amui. Some were regretting their di$» 
tance from the tcene, and at the tanie time calling 
<ifat lor mihing to their aanittance; others me* 
danically loaded their mueketi or crofsed their 
bayonetf with an air of menace against the enemy, aa 
if they had heen near enough to give their companiona 
aid» Sometimee their eye» eparkled with animationt 
•eeing the conteat waa continned ; at othera they iadi* 
cated deproMion and diamay, when it waa feared tha* 
•11 waa orer. Many uttered ejaculations of advice 
and encooragenientf not coneideriog that it waa iœpoa» 
aible they could be heard. 

. A Uw elondf of tmoke which roee from amidst the 
black maaa of horsee prolonged the auf pente. Oikt 
frieodtyit'Waa taid, were firing, they therefore were 
•liU definidiug themeelvei, and ail' wat not finiehed 
yet. In &ctt a Russian cbief had juat been killed by 
the oAcer who commanded the French party of riiie* 
men. He had answered the f ummoni to surrender 
only by thif mortal ditcharge. This state of anziety 
eontinned for «ereral minutes, when auddenly the 
irfiole army joined in a fhout of admiration on teeing 
the Rtttaian cavalry, amazed at suck daring reaietance, 
moring back in order to avoid fo welNsustained a 
ftrtf and permitting ut to tee once more thit platoon of 
brave men now mattert of the immente field of battle 
where they occupied not more than a few feet. 

When the Ruttiant perceived^ from our manoravretf 
that a teriont attack npon (hem waa intended, tliey 



BXFIDITION VO RUItlA. 899 

diflttppeared withovt leaving any traees behind theni. 
This case was jatt a répétition of what had occarréd 
atWitepsk and Smolensk, but muoh more.remarkabto^ 
aa-it was only the second day after so great a disaster* 
There was at first a doubt between the roads of Mm- 
cow and Kalouga, but sopn afterwards Murât mad 
Mortier foUowed up at ail hasards that to Mosoow. 

Iliey continued marching on for two days, eating no« 
tbing but horse-flesh and pounded corn, withoutfindiiig 
either men or circumstances to indicate the track of ths 
Russian army. Although its infantry oonsisted now 
only of a eonfused mass, it left not a single article or 
fragment behind ! So strong wère the spirxt of pa« 
triotism and the habit of order "whidi prevailed bôth 
in the mass and in the détail of this army ; and ae 
completely destitute were we of ail infermation« and 
ail data for conclusion, as weil as of ali resonrees, im 
this désert and eompletely hostile country ! 

The army of Italy was adrancing sorae leagues on 
the left of the highroad, and surprised a fewpeasants 
in arms, but who in fact knew nothing of iîghting. 
Their lord and proprietor, however, rushed with Us 
poniard upon our soldiers like a madman. He ex* 
claimed, that he had no longer any altar, aay empire, 
or any country, and that life had become hate&l te 
liim: our troops nevertheless were well-inclined to 
«ave bim in thepos8e£|sion of it; but, as he made TioienI 
md repeat efforts to depriye of it the soldiers who sor* 
Tounded him, pity gave place to resentment, and his 
wish was complied with. 

Near Krymskoie, on the llth of September^ the 
enemy's army again appeared, having established it* 
self in a very strong position. It had reavmed iti 
method of regarding, in the course of its retreat, the 
nature of the ground ratber than the enemy. The 
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dnké of Treriso at fint convinced Marat of the impôt* 
iibUity of attackiog it ; but the fumet of powder had 
foon intozicated the monarch* He wat abtolutely 
bent on engaging, and obliged Dufour, Mortier, and 
their infantry to advance. They were the remaint of 
tbe divition Friand and the young gnard. On thit 
occation there were lott, without any advantage, two 
thouf and men of that reterre which had been kept 
back with tuch unteatonable thrift and caution on the 
day of the great battle ; and Mortier, almoet in a ttate 
of frenzy, wrote to the emperor that he nerer again 
irould obey Murât.' 

For the gênerait of the advanced goard communi- 
cated with Napoléon by lettert. He had continned 
three dayt at Mqjaitk, thut up in hit chamber, tor* 
mented by a buming feyer/ overwhelmed with buti- 
nett, and tom to piecet by anxiety. A violent cold 
had taken from him the ute of hit voice. Compelled 
to dictate to teyen pertont at once, and being at th ; 
tame time unabie to make himtelf underttood, he 
wrote upon différent papert the tummariet oi hit 
detpatchet. If any difficultiet were raited, he ex- 
plained hit meaning by tignt. 

On one occation Bettieret enumerated to him ail 
the gênerait who had been wounded on the field of 
battle. Tliat fatal litt had to tevere an effect upon 
him, that, recovering hit yoice by a violent effort, ha 
interrupted the marthal by abruptly exclaiming,**After 
we hâve been eight dayt at Motcow that will be ail 

Howerer, although up to thit time hit whole happy 
futurity had been attociated with that capital, a vie* 
tory at once to bloody and to indecitive had tomewhat 
fanpaired hit hopet. Hit inttructiont of the 1 Ith of 
September to Berthier for nmrthal Victor manifetted 
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his appréhensions. ^' The enemy, attacked in his 
heart, no longer plays about the extremities. Tell 
the duke of Belluno to order on every thing, battalions, 
squadrons, artillery, and ail the absent men, to Smo- 
lensk, that they may be there within reach of Mos* 
cow." 

In the midst of his bodily and mental sufferings, the 
sight of which he concealed from his army, Davoust 
obtained admission to him. His object was to ofFer his 
services, although he was wounded, for the commaud 
of the advanced guard; promising that he would 
march day and night to corne in contact with the ene- 
my and force him to fîght, without wasting the strength 
and lives of his soldiers like Murât. But Napoléon 
replied only by eulogizing somewhat affeotedly the 
daring and inextinguishable ardour of his brother-in* 
law. 

He had just been apprized that the enemy's army 
had been discovered, that it had not retired on his 
right flank towards Kalougha as he had feared, but 
that it had been regularly receding, and that Murât 
was only two days' march frora Moscow. That great 
name, and the great hope which he attached to it, 
rekindled his strength and spirits, and on t]ie 12th of 
September he was well enough to set off in a carriage 
to rejoin his adyanced guard. 
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